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Language comprehension is one of the most automatic tasks that humans perform. 

Yet it is also one of the most complex, requiring the simultaneous integration of 

many different types of information, such as knowledge about letters and their 

sounds, spelling, grammar, word meanings, and general world knowledge. In 

addition, general cognitive abilities such as attention monitoring, inferencing, and 

memory retrieval organize this information into a single meaningful representation. 
 

J. Van Dyke, 2016 
 

In 2001, Dr. Hollis Scarborough, a developmental psychologist, helped parents and teachers 

visualize the complexity, interconnectedness, and development of skilled reading over time with 

her reading rope infographic. The reading rope splits into two major strands: an upper language 

comprehension strand strand and a lower word recognition strand.  
 

Reading researchers and teachers point out that these language components are not silos unto 

themselves. Each of these strands is intertwined. The product of word recognition and language 

comprehension is skilled reading (Gough and Tunmer’s Simple View of Reading, 1986). 
 

Following are activities for each component of Dr. Scarborough’s language comprehension 

strand. Teaching procedures are thoroughly detailed before each activity, and answers 

follow each instructional component. 

 

5 Weekly Language Comprehension Activities 
 

 Background Knowledge       Pages 1–65 

 Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response   
 Vocabulary Knowledge, Language Structures, Verbal Reasoning  Pages 66–378 

 Academic Language 
 Greek and Latin Morphology  
 Figures of Speech, Connotations, Multiple Meaning Words,  

Context Clues 
 Language Structures        Pages 379–600 

 Syntax in Reading  
 Verbal Reasoning        Pages 601–685 

 Reading Comprehension Strategies 
 Literacy Knowledge        Pages 686–798 

 Narrative and Sensory/Descriptive Structures,     

Literary Elements, and Genre  
 Expository and Argumentative Structures,      

Sentence Functions, and Genre  

 
How does The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension fit 
into a comprehensive reading intervention class for older students? Download link follows. 
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The Comprehensive Reading Intervention Program 
 

The Science of Reading Intervention Program BUNDLE provides a complete 55-minutes-per-day, 

year-long program for grades 4–adult students. 
 

 
 

                                                               Language Comprehension 
 

                          Word Recognition 
 

                                                               Assessment-based Instruction 

 
 
 

First Half of the Year Program (55 minutes-per-day, 18 weeks) 

 

The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Word Recognition includes explicit, 

scripted instruction and practice with the 5 Daily Google Slide Activities every reading 

intervention student needs: 1. Phonemic Awareness and Morphology 2. Blending, Segmenting, 

and Spelling 3. Sounds and Spellings (including handwriting) 4. Heart Words Practice 5. Sam 

and Friends Phonics Books (decodables). Plus, digital and printable sound wall cards and speech 

articulation songs. Print versions are available for all activities. 
 

Second Half of the Year Programs (55 minutes-per-day, 18 weeks) 

 

The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension resources are 
designed for students who have completed the word recognition program or have demonstrated 

basic mastery of the alphabetic code and can read with some degree of fluency. The program 

features the 5 Weekly Language Comprehension Activities: 1. Background Knowledge 

Mentor Texts 2. Academic Language, Greek and Latin Morphology, Figures of Speech, 

Connotations, Multiple Meaning Words 3. Syntax in Reading 4. Reading Comprehension 

Strategies 5. Literacy Knowledge (Narrative and Expository). 

 

Publisher’s Note: For a limited time, the entire language comprehension program is provided 

free of charge to reading intervention teachers for grades 4-adult students. No strings. I do ask 

teachers not to post or forward the program. 

Questions, Comments, Encouragements? mark@penningtonpublishing.com  

Download link: https://delivery.shopifyapps.com/-/c334f5bea5a53615/48fb67080d9ac16d   
 

To supplement the language comprehension program, The Science of Reading Intervention 
Program: Assessment-based Instruction provides diagnostically-based instructional 
resources to individualize instruction in 25 minutes-per-day. The program includes 13 

comprehensive assessments and matching instructional resources to fill in the yet-to-be-

mastered gaps in phonemic awareness, alphabetic awareness, phonics, fluency (with YouTube 

modeled readings), Heart Words and Phonics Games, spelling patterns, grammar, usage, and 

mechanics, syllabication and morphology, and executive function skills in easily-managed small 

groups and independent practice.  

https://penningtonpublishing.com/collections/reading/products/the-science-of-reading-intervention-program-1
https://penningtonpublishing.com/collections/reading/products/the-science-of-reading-intervention-program-language-comprehension
https://penningtonpublishing.com/collections/reading/products/the-science-of-reading-intervention-program-language-comprehension
mailto:mark@penningtonpublishing.com
https://delivery.shopifyapps.com/-/c334f5bea5a53615/48fb67080d9ac16d
https://penningtonpublishing.com/collections/reading/products/the-science-of-reading-intervention-program-assessment-based-instruction
https://penningtonpublishing.com/collections/reading/products/the-science-of-reading-intervention-program-assessment-based-instruction
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5 Weekly Language Comprehension Activities 

Instructional Minutes and Suggested Daily Plan 
 

 

Activity      M T W Th F 

 

Background Knowledge Bellringer    5   5 

 

Syntax in Reading      15 10 10 15 

 

Reading Comprehension Strategies  10  10  10 

 

Literacy Knowledge     10 10  10 

 

Vocabulary Worksheets    10  10 10*  

       ___________________________ 

 

Daily Instructional Minutes    30 30 30 30 30 

 

 

Note that instructional times will vary. Monday holidays or assemblies will require 

adjustments. 

 

*Biweekly vocabulary test 

 

Teaching procedures are thoroughly detailed before each activity, and answers follow each 

instructional component. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions about directions or implementing the program? 

 

Please contact the author, Mark Pennington, at mark@penningtonpublishing.com 

 

 

 

 
 


























































































