'I‘lls Long /a/ “The Ape”

The ape is a very interesting animal. One

8 type of ape is the orangutan. Male orangutans orangutan
16 |can weigh as much as two normal size humans.  Sumatra
25 | Females weigh about half as much. Orangutans  Borneo
32 |have long, strong arms and their hands and feet  omnivore
41 | are shaped like hooks. They are shaggy and have  endangered
50 |red hair. ‘ species
52 Orangutans used to live all over Southeast
59 | Asia. Now they only live in a few rain forests on the islands of
73 | Sumatra and Borneo. Orangutans swing from tall trees to move
83 |around. It is warm where these animals live, but not too warm. There
96 |is a lot of rain there, so trees and plants grow very tall and big.
111 Orangutans are omnivores, since they eat some birds and small
121 | mammals. However, they mostly eat plants, like fruit and leaves, instead of
133 | meat. Their diet consists of mostly fruit. The fruits they tend to prefer have a
148 | lot of sugar in them. One fruit that they like in particular are figs. Figs come
164 | from trees and they are easy for orangutans to pick and eat. Orangutans also
179 | eat lots of young leaves from many trees in their habitat.
189 Unlike many other animals, orangutans are single adults, so they have
200 | no family structure. Mother orangutans raise their children one at a time. The
213 | baby rides on its mother’s back for three years at the start of its life. There, it
230 | learns how to pick food and protect itself from danger. Female orangutans
242 | usually have one baby every six years. Older male orangutans may fight each
255 | other for the attention of the available female orangutans.
264 The territory of an adult orangutan is not clearly established, as is the case with many animals. Often,
282 orangutan territories will overlap. However, this does not mean that orangutans are social animals. They limit
298 their social interaction to feeding, mating, and calling each other. Only rarely will orangutans get in fights with
316 each other over food or territory. In these fights, the apes will demonstrate their strength by destroying
333 branches, charging at each other, and biting each other until one gives up.
346 Due to deforestation of the rain forest (cutting down trees for grazing or farmland), orangutans are
362 becoming more and more endangered with each day. Palm oil farmers have cut down much of the forest on
381 Sumatra and Borneo. Some people even capture orangutans to use them as pets in their homes. Orangutans are
399 already on international endangered species lists, and their habitat has been increasingly threatened by
413 humans, mainly through the deforestation of the rain forest.
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