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Secivr eind Friends Phonics Books

The 54 Sam and Friends Phonics Books have been designed to supplement a systematic

and explicit phonics program for beginning and remedial readers. Students will learn and
practice all of the common sound-spelling patterns in these take-home readers. The publisher’s
remedial reading curriculum, Teaching Reading Strategies, uses the same instructional scope
and sequence.

The Sam and Friends Phonics Books have been organized into six collections:

Collection A: Short Vowels and Consonants Books 1-8
Collection B: Consonant Blends and Digraphs (Part 1) Books 9-16
Collection C: Consonant Blends and Digraphs (Part 2) Books 17-24
Collection D: Long Vowels and Silent Final e Books 25-34
Collection E: r-controlled Vowels and Diphthongs Books 35-44
Collection F: Syllable Juncture and Derivational Influences Books 45-54

Design and Instructional Components

Students of all ages will enjoy reading about the adventures of Sam and his friends: Tom,
Kit, and Deb. Oh, and also Sam’s dog, Pug. The teenage characters are multi-ethnic and
the stories focus on life outside of school. Plots reinforce positive values and character
development.

Each book is cleverly illustrated by master cartoonist, David Rickert. The cartoons are
designed to be appreciated by both older remedial readers.

The books consist of highly decodable and systematic text to help readers learn, practice,
and develop reliance upon the alphabetic code. Decodable means that a high percentage
of words will be phonetically regular. Systematic means that each reader includes and
reinforces only previously introduced sound-spellings to scaffold instruction.

The books use the most widely-accepted and research-based instructional phonics
sequence.

Each book introduces two high-utility sight words (phonetically irregular words).

The language de-emphasizes idiomatic expressions (ideal for English-language learners).
The stories use non-predictable, non-repetitious, and non-patterned language to minimize
over-reliance upon context clues and knowledge of text structure.

The SCRIP comprehension strategies (Summary, Connect, Re-think, Interpret, Predict)
are embedded within the text pages, not at the end of the book, to promote reader-author
conversations and internal monitoring of text. Many require higher order thinking skills.
The books include five comprehension questions for each story.

The back page of each book introduces the sound-spellings and sight words.

The back page also includes 30 second word fluency practice on the focus sound-
spellings and sight words with a systematic review of previously introduced sound-
spellings and sight words.

Each book consists of eight pages in 5.5 x 8.5 inch booklet form. Books are formatted to
be copied back to back on two separate 8.5 x 11 pages for easy copying and collation.
Just one fold creates the take-home books. Staple if desired.

The books do not require a separate teacher’s guide. All instructional activities are
included in the books themselves.
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Secivr eind Friends Phonics Books
Collection A: Short Vowels and Consonants

Book Short Vowel and Consonant Sounds

Animal Sound-Spelling Cards

1 Anteater, Mouse, Tiger, Seagull
2 Iguana, Fox, Dog, Raccoon
3 Otter, Goose, Lion, Horse

4 Umbrella Bird, Bear, Camel

5 Elephant, Kangaroo, Vulture, Newt

6 Pig, Wolf, Jackrabbit, Quail
7 Yak, X-ray Fish, Zebra, Raccoon

8 Short Vowel Review and
Double Consonants

Spellings
a
m,t,s

i
f,d,r

(6}
g[aaoau]a 19 h

u
b, c[a,o,u] (_ck)

e (_ea)
k[i,e], v,n (kn )

p’ W’ j’ q[u]
Y, X, (s), 1 (wr)

A, ff) ss, zz
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Sight Words

won

was

give

friend

love
buy

says

the

where

from

to

of

want
bought

hour



Scaw evd Friends Phonics Books
Collection B: Consonant Blends and Digraphs (Part 1)

Book

9

10

11

12

13

14

Book

15

16

Ending Consonant Blends
Ending Consonant Blends
Ending Consonant Blends
Ending Consonant Blends
Ending Consonant Blends
Ending Consonant Blends
Ending Consonant Blends
Consonant Digraphs

“th” Voiced Consonant Digraph

“th” Unvoiced Consonant Digraph

Spellings
_nd, st, xt
_nt(n’t), It
_mp, sk, Ip
_ft, 1d, ng
_lk, nch, pt
_nk, _sp
Spellings

th

th , th
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Sight Words
ocean

move

heard

said

father

some

Sight Words
should

water

come
could
wolf
what
work

money

does

they



Scaw evd Friends Phonics Books
Collection C: Consonant Blends and Digraphs (Part 2)

Book

17

18

19

Book

20

21

22

23

24

Consonant Digraphs

“sh” Voiced Consonant Digraph
“sh” Unvoiced Consonant Digraph
Consonant Digraphs

Beginning Consonant Blends
Beginning Consonant Blends
Beginning Consonant Blends
Beginning Consonant Blends
Beginning Consonant Blends

Beginning Consonant Blends

Spellings

sh

_sh

wh, ch, tch
Spellings

fl, sl, bl, cl, gl, pl
sm, sn, sp, st, sk, sc
br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr

shr, thr, str, spr, scr

sw, tr, tw, spl, squ
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Sight Words
clothes

who

talk

Sight Words
two

been

your

store

there

people
would

walk

month
have
do
sure

arc



Scaw evd Friends Phonics Books
Collection D: Long Vowels and Silent Final e

Book Long Vowel Sounds and Silent Final e

25

26

27

28

29

Book

30

31

32

33

34

Animal Sound-Spelling Cards
Single Syllable Words

Ape (Long Vowel a)
Eagle (Long Vowel e)
Ibex (Long Vowel i)
Okapi (Long Vowel 0)

Mule (Long Vowel u)

Long Vowel Sounds and Silent Final e

Animal Sound-Spelling Cards
Multi-syllabic Words
Ape (Long Vowel a)

Eagle (Long Vowel e)

Ibex (Long Vowel i)
Okapi (Long Vowel 0)

Mule (Long Vowel u)

Spellings

a,a e, ay,ai,ei
e, ee,ea, ie

i, igh,ie, vy, ie
0,0 €, 0e,0a , 0w
u,u_e, ew, ue

Spellings

a,a e, ay,ai,ei

e, ee,ea, ie ,
[clel, _y

1, igh,i e, vy, ie
0,0 €, Oe,0a , 0w

u,u e, ew, ue
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Sight Words

more done
learn almost
warm were
one gone
another height
Sight Words

mother son
their busy
again thorough
nothing against
through guess



Scaw evd Friends Phonics Books
Collection E: r—controlled Vowels and Diphthongs

Book r-controlled Vowels Spellings Sight Words

Animal Sound-Spelling Cards
35 Armadillo ar many live
36 Orca or only four
37 Ermine er front door
38 Ermine ir thought enough
39 Ermine ur pretty beautiful
Book Diphthongs Spellings Sight Words

Animal Sound-Spelling Cards
40 Cow _OW, Ou_ very any
41 Rooster 00, ue,u,u e, ew lose guy
42 Woodpecker 00, U_ listen answer
43 Koi Fish oi_, oy whole truth
44 Hawk aw, au, al, all whose other
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Scaw evd Friends Phonics Books
Collection F: Syllable Juncture and Derivational Influences

Book

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

Book

53

54

Syllable Juncture
Syllable Juncture Soft Sounds
Syllable Juncture Soft Sounds

Syllable Juncture Inflections

Syllable Juncture Inflections
Syllable Juncture Schwa
Syllable Juncture Schwa
Syllable Juncture Schwa
Syllable Juncture Schwa
Derivational Influences

Derivational Influences

Derivational Influences

Spellings
gle,iy], _dge
cle,i,y]

Longi yand
Longe y

le

a, ai_

€

0, 10 , ou
Spellings

ph,ch (/k/), ci_,
si, ti,gn

ough
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Sight Words
build
above

tough

prove
laugh

doubt

break
straight
Sight Words

1sland

touch

muscle
floor

world

rough
eye
half
heart

great

country

cough



Name

Long o 0, O_e, _oe, 0a_, OW one gone
Word Fluency

people go bright slow thin

drone from died to won
of doe love one want
buy gloat says hour warm
gone goes almost by o)
could with heard glows said
one pine work some were
foes what gone does boats
stole sigh one gone learn

30 Second Timings (# of Words Correct)
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Tom and Sam had gone on a bike trip last
week. They rode up in the hills and had seen three
does and one buck next to a stream.

The next day, Tom wakes up and texts Sam to
ask if his friend wants to go on a bike trip to the
coast. It will be a long ride and will take most of the
day to get there and back.

Sam says, “Yes, let's ride to the ocean.”

Tom and Sam told their folks their plans. They
will leave at eight and be back from the ocean by
SiX.

Connect Why do the boys want to go on another bike ride?

o

Sam and Tom did not make it to the ocean

that day, but at least they made it home. They did
switch bikes each mile and Tom did pull Sam quite a

bit of the way.

“"Sam, that's the last time | will hold your bike and
make you do the work,"” says Tom.

“Next time, | plan to hold yours,” says Sam with

a smile.

Summarize Re-tell this story in your own words.

4



"What can we do?" asks Tom. “My phone and
yours won't work up in these hills. We could hitch a
ride, but that's not safe. And we would have to
leave the bikes.”

Sam shakes his head and then he spots a
rope tied to a branch up high in an oak tree. Sam
gets up in the tree and tugs on the rope. With a
yank it comes free and drops to the grass.

Sam ties one end of the rope on his bike
frame and one end of the rope on Tom'’s bike frame.

Sam plans to tow Tom and his bike with the rope.
Tom and his bike will be quite a load, but Sam will
try.

"Get on your bike, Tom. Let's see if this will
work," says Sam. “Just don't put on the brakes!”

Tom's bike is an old red one and the spokes
have rust. His wheels spin, but they don't roll straight.
Sam'’s bike is a nice white one with black toe straps.

The friends get on their bikes and take off.

S lIs T d his bike.
am pufis Tom and his bike The friends take off on their road trip. It will be

Don’t go so slow,” jokes Tom. “We have to a long ride, but they have lots of water. Tom likes to

get home by six.” talk while he rides. Sam does not.

Interpret Why does Sam tell Tom not to use the brakes? Predict  Will Tom's old bike create problems on their trip?

S )



Tom rides up close to Sam to talk. He asks if
Sam still likes Kit, and if so, does he plan to ask Kit
on a date.

"l do like Kit," says Sam, “but | don't know if |
can talk to Kit. She is a friend and that means more
to me.”

"More than love?" kids Tom.

While Sam talks, Tom grabs the back of Sam's bike
and holds on, but Sam does not know that his
friend has a free ride. Sam works while Tom holds
on and coasts.

Re-think Why does Tom ask Sam to talk about Kit?

~
4 L)
1 ]
)y
-
-
&

They had gone almost a mile when they got to a
steep hill. As they ride up the hill, Sam huffs and puffs,
but not Tom.

“This is a steep hill," groans Sam.

"It is a bit steep, but | sure like this ride,” says
Tom. "We are almost to the ocean. We have done well
on this ride.”

Sam sees Tom's hand on his bike and smacks
Tom on the head. Tom moans, but lets go to ride on
his own. When Tom steers to the right to let Sam pass,
Tom's wheel hits a tree branch on the side of the road.

Snap!
"What was that?"” asks Sam.

"Oh, no!" moans Tom. “That branch broke my
bike chain.”

"It would not be so bad if we were close to
home,"” sighs Sam. “"We could walk if we were that
close, but | know we've gone at least ten miles.”

They sat on the grass next to a big oak tree to
the right of the road.



Name

Soft /c/ cle,iyl above floor

Word Fluency

build muscle center cinch above
cyclone only floor four front
above cedar door cigar floor
cyst thought above enough gentle
cell pretty ginger beautiful floor
very decimeter truth any above

cylinder lose build cider edgy
guy muscle cement listen floor
whole legacy license cent budge

30 Second Timings (# of Words Correct)
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In the Oakhills High School small theater, Deb's
debate is just beginning. Deb’s parents, Kit, and Sam
are there to support Deb and the Oakhills debate
team.

Sam does not know it yet, but he has just made
a major blunder. His new girlfriend, Kit, is an amazing
athlete. What Sam doesn't know is that Kit has just
made the boys varsity basketball team at Oakhills.

After reading the debate topic of “Gender Equity
in High School Sports,” Sam whispers to Kit that boys
sports are more important than girls sports as a
matter of fact. Kit is shocked, but has no time to
respond to Sam as the head judge has just welcomed
the audience and reminded everyone to silence their
cell phones and end any conversations.

Oakhills High School has two girls on the
starting debate team. Deb has been selected by her
debate coach as the captain of the Oakhills Debate
Team. The opposing debate team from Riverdale High
School has two boys as starters. One of the boys looks
like he doesn't want to be there at all. His name tag
reads "Jughead (Substitute Debater).” The Riverdale
team is from City Center and won the debate with
Oakhills last year.

Connect Why would Kit be shocked at Sam's opinion?

e

Deb's mother pays the bill and the group walks
out to the car. As they are walking, Kit grabs Sam'’s
hand. Deb winks at Kit and gives her two thumbs up.

“"Sam, you got me thinking and so did that fortune
cookie. I've decided to play for the Ladies Varsity
Basketball Team , not the boys team.”

"Well, the boy's coach will miss you, but the girl's
coach will love your decision,” says Sam.

Summarize Re-tell this story in your own words.

4



Kit leans forward. “Wow," she says. “You really
changed your mind, Sam?”

"Actually, Deb changed my mind," says Sam.
"Good students keep open minds and change

their views when they learn new evidence,” says Deb's
father.

"Well, now | can share my news," says Kit. “I just
made the Oakhills Boys Varsity Basketball Team."

“Shouldn't that be changed to the Oakhills
Varsity Basketball Team?" asks Sam.

“Some day that might happen,” says Kit.

"It will be fun watching you play against all of
those boys,"” says Sam. “Too bad that the Oakridge
Ladies Varsity Basketball Team will have to play
without you, though.”

"You know, | was so focused on making the
boys team that | never really thought about that,”
says Kit.

The tea and fortune cookies are served.

Kit opens up her fortune cookie and reads it out
loud: "Follow your heart and you will make a wise
decision.”

"Sounds like good advice,” says Deb.

"Thanks so much for inviting us to celebrate
Deb's debate victory,” says Sam.

As home team, the Oakhills debaters will argue
that girls sports should have as much funding as boys
sports in high schools. The visiting team will argue
against that view.

Sam shakes his head and whispers to Kit, “Too
bad for Deb. Oakhills is going to lose this one big
time." Kit just stares at the stage and does not respond
to Sam.

The debate lasts for one hour. The Riverdale
team was soundly beaten on all debate points.

Deb was fantastic. The judges declare Oakhills to
be the winner. Sam, Kit, and Deb'’s parents all hug Deb.
They invite Sam and Kit to go out to dinner with them.
Both agree.

"l can always eat,” says Sam.

Kit glares at Sam, but says nothing to him. She
starts chatting with Deb and her parents about how
well Deb did in the debate.

Interpret Why does Kit glare at Sam and say nothing to him?

N

7
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When they get into the car, the teenagers sit in
back. Kit chats with Deb but ignores Sam. Sam is very
quiet.

Deb's parents pull up in front of The Clothes
Shed.

“Dad, the store is closed. Why did you drive
here?”

"We aren't here to shop; we are here to eat,”
says her dad.

“This Chinese place has gotten some great
reviews.” says Deb’'s mom. “We thought we all should
celebrate after your victory."”

"Yes, let's celebrate Deb!"” says Kit.

Re-think  Why would Sam be very quiet after the debate?

~
1
'

7

1
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The food is fantastic. The girls talk non-stop
throughout dinner. Deb's parents mostly listen. Sam
munches egg rolls and cashew chicken, but seems in a
world of his own.

After dinner, Deb's dad interrupts the girls and
says, "Sam, you've been awfully quiet tonight. What
did you think of the debate?"” Deb looks at Sam, but Kit
looks down at her lap with a frown.

“Well, to be honest, when | read the debate
topic and saw that our team had the pro argument in
favor of gender equity, | felt bad for Deb. | thought
that it was obvious that boys sports at the high school
level were much more important than girls sports, and
so boys teams should get much more funding than
girls teams. But, boy was | wrong.”

Predict How will Kit react to Sam's announcement?

»



