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Language Conventions #33

Mechanics Lesson

“Today we are studying how to punctuate quotations within quotations. Remember that both
direct quotations and many titles are placed within quotation marks. Now let’s read the
mechanics lesson, circle or highlight the key points of the text, and study the examples.”

When quotations or quoted titles are placed within quoted speech, use single quotation marks
(°__’) at the beginning and end of the inside quotations. Use double quotation marks (“ ) at
the beginning and end of the entire quotation. Example: Beth said, “Do you agree with Beth’s
statement that ‘the case is closed?’”

“Now read the practice sentence on your worksheet. Apply the mechanics rules to circle or
highlight what is right. Then cross out and revise what is wrong. [Allow time.] ‘Can anyone
share what is right? What is wrong? [Correct the sentence on the display].””

Mechanics Practice Answers: “Jefferson meant everyone when he said that ‘all men are created
equal,”” I said.

Grammar and Usage Lesson

“Today we are studying present participles. Remember that the linking include the “to be”
verbs: is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been. Also remember that an adjective modifies a noun
or pronoun and answers Which one? How many? or What kind? Now let’s read the grammar and
usage lesson, circle or highlight the key points of the text, and study the examples.”

A present participle adds an “ _ing” onto the base form of a verb to indicate a continuous action
or condition. A present participle is preceded by a linking verb when used as a verb form. The
linking verbs indicate past, present, or future tense. Examples: was watching, is watching, or will
be watching. A present participle can also function as an adjective with or without a linking verb.
Example: Walking, the boy caught up with his friend.

“Now read the practice sentence on your worksheet. Then circle or highlight what is right and
revise what is wrong according to grammar and usage lesson. [Allow time.] ‘Can anyone share

what is right? What is wrong? [Correct the sentence on the display].””

Grammar and Usage Practice Answers: Running, the girl was trying to catch up when she fell.
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Language Conventions #33

Sentence Diagram Answers

girl | blamed |friend
\ the \ embarrassed \ her
Trip
\ ing
Mentor Text

“As he was wandering about there came upon a Lion lying down
moaning and groaning.”

Aesop (620 B.C. —560 B.C.)

Writing Application Lesson

Mechanics Dictation

“In his Preamble to the United States Constitution, Madison
wanted change ‘in order to form a more perfect union,’” the
author argued.

Grammar and Usage Dictation

Pausing, the boy is thinking and wondering.
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Language Conventions Worksheet #34

Mechanics

Direct quotations which include incorrect or non-standard spelling, word usage, mechanics, and
grammar must include the bracketed sic [sic] after any spelling or grammar mistakes.
Examples: “It seemed sily [sic], but that’s how she orientated [sic] her thinking. Sad! [sic] She
been feeling [sic] that way for a long time.”

Practice: “It’s simply a misteak to suggest that, the politician couldn’t of [sic] known that the
landowner have [sic] bribed the official,” the woman said.

Grammar and Usage

A present participial phrase adds an “__ing” onto the base form of a verb to indicate a
continuous action or condition. A present participial phrase is preceded by a linking verb when
used as a verb form and adds on related words to form the phrase. The linking verbs: is, am, are,
was, were, be, being, been indicate past, present, or future tense. Example: Melinda was running
on the beach. A present participial phrase can also function as an adjective with or without a
linking verb. Example: Running on the beach, Melinda found a beached whale.

Practice: Swimming like a fish, the three-year-old enjoyed the water. Observed her progress, her
parents were quite proud.

Sentence Diagram

Participial endings are placed under the base forms of verbs. Complete the sentence diagram:
“Her helping hands are always appreciated.”

| are appreciated
\ S\
O\

Writing Application

Mechanics Dictation

Grammar and Usage Dictation
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Diagnostic Grammar and Usage Assessment

Directions: Place the letter in the space to the left of the number that best matches or completes
each sentence.

Teaching Grammar and Mechanics Grade 8§ ©2014, 2017 Pennington Publishing

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

Compared to last time, this work is definitely
A. most difficult B. more difficulter

D. more difficult E. difficulter

He is the student in his class.

A. most intelligent B. more intelligent
D. more intelligent E. intelligenter
Dennis ready and he prepared well.
A. seem; has B. seems; have

D. seems; was E. seem; is

She passed the test, but she didn’t study.
A. did have B. could have

D. did might E. would of

She hard for the test last night.

A. studied B. did studied

D. had studying E. have studied
She hard for the test last night when she fell asleep.
A. studied B. was studied

D. studying E. have studied
She always hard for tests.

A. study B. will studied

D. are studied E. will be studied
Today she hard for the test

A. will have been studying  B. had studied

D. is studied E. is studying

We more later this afternoon.

A. will have been studying  B. will study

D. are studied E. have studied
She for the test the whole night.

A. will have studying B. will be studying
D. are studied E. have studying
The boy claimed he the lost watch under the bush.
A. founded B. finded

D. founding E. find

. difficultest

. intelligentest

. seems; has

. should of

. study

. was studying

. studies

. study

. study

. have studied

. found
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Diagnostic Mechanics Assessment Answers

Directions: Each problem has the numbered diagnostic items in enlarged boldface. If the student
misses an item, mark a / in the same number column on the Diagnostic Grammar, Usage, and
Mechanics Assessment Mastery Matrix.

48 43 57 (needs both) 58
1. a friend named John said, I am glad I don’t need any help on my homework”

54 59 (needs both) 50 (needs both)
2. she saw pictures in the newsweek article (the one that featured Space Camp)

61 44 51
3. bring both girls’ costume dresses to atlanta, georgia in time for Halloween

45 55 (needs both sets) 52 (needs both)

4. joe, please read the chapters on *“knots” and ““cooking” to prepare for the Boy Scouts
meeting tonight

62 49 (needs both) 46 53
5. mr. wong is from South A frica, but he spoke perfect English

47 (needs both greeting and closing)
6. dear mary,

63 60 56 (needs both)
what a complete surprise! our teacher’s short story titled *“yankees and
rebels” was a huge success

yours truly,

amy
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Diagnostic Grammar and Usage Assessment Mastery Matrix

45

SQIIA 393J194 dImIn |

44

SQIOA
JAISSIAT 01 AN f

43

SQIIA ISUIT, danmynyg

42

SQII A 3I9JIJ JUISALJ

41

SQIIA
QAISSIIF01J JUISAIJ

40

SQIIA SUIJ, JUISAI

39

SQIIA JI9JIJ Ised

Verb Tenses and Forms

38

SQIIA
JAISSAIZ01 ISed

37

SQII A ISUI], ISed

36

S[EPOIAl

35

SqId A Surdppy
pue Sunjury

34

SIYIPOIAl
JAperRdng Suo

33

SIYIPOIAI
Jdapeaedwo) Suoy

32

SIYIPOIAL
aanepradng 310ys

31

SIYIPOJAI
Japeaedwo) y10ys

Modifiers

30

SIYIPOIA
padedsiA / SurSueq

29

sopdn.aed Juasaag

28

sordonaed ysed

27

Sunouo.Id yunowry
10 371§ dy1urgApuUY

26

sunouoa g
9rdoag ajruyapuy

Pronouns
25

YA Yey]
‘WIOYAA “OSOYAA ‘OYAN

24

SJUIPIINUY—UNOUOLJ

.

Categories

Worksheet #s

Teacher
Class
Student Names

Totals

318
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Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Worksheet #42

FOCUS Present Perfect Verbs

The present perfect verb tense is a physical or mental action or a state of being happening or
existing before the present. The present perfect is formed with has or have + the past participle (a
verb ending in “__ed,”* d,”“ t”or*“ en” for regular verbs).

Example: He has already started his science project.

CONNECT TO WRITING

The present perfect verb tense has the following uses:

* To describe an action that took place at some unidentified time in the past that relates to
the present
Example: The students have studied hard for today’s test.

= To describe an action that began in the past but continues to the present
Example: The teachers have taught these standards for five years.

e To describe the length of time an action has been in progress up to the present time
This verb form is known as the present perfect progressive tense. It is formed with kas or
have been and the _ing form of the verb.
Example: The students have been writing for over an hour.

PRACTICE
Re-write these sentences in the spaces provided, changing each verb to the present perfect tense.

1. Esmerelda developed a fantastic web site.

2. The ladies have been reuniting in the same place to continue their friendship once every year.

3. The storm was threatening to strike since last night.

WRITE

Compose your own sentence with the present perfect verb tense.
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Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Worksheet #46

FOCUS Commas with Speaker Tags

Speaker tags are the words used to identify the speaker in dialogue and describe exactly how the
speaker communicates that dialogue.
Example: Tom (the speaker) shouted (how communicated), “Watch out!”

CONNECT TO WRITING

In dialogue sentences, place commas 1. After a beginning speaker tag to the left of the quotation
marks 2. Before and after a middle speaker tag to the left of both quotation marks
3. Before an ending speaker tag to the left of the quotation marks.

Examples:
Beginning She said, “Leave home at once.” Note capitalization of the sentence
quotation in the middle of the sentence.
Middle “Leave home,” she said, “at once.” Note placement of the quotation marks
outside of the punctuation.
End “Leave home at once,” she said. Note how speaker tag placement changes the

meaning of the sentence.

Use a variety of speaker tags such as said, replied, shouted, and explained in dialogue to show
the speaker’s exact meaning and tone of voice. Avoid over-using said.

When writing dialogue, begin a new paragraph each time you change speakers. Don’t start a new
paragraph to continue dialogue by the same speaker.

PRACTICE

Re-write the following quotation sentences with proper punctuation:
1. She said I usually do chores after school

2. They left town I said in a shiny new car

3. I can’t believe it he exclaimed

WRITE

Write a three sentence dialogue with three different placements of speaker tags.
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Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Test: Lessons 33-36

Matching Directions: Place the capital letter(s) that best matches to the left of the number.

____1. Quotation within a quotation A. “ er,” more or less

2. Present participle B. A continuous action or condition

3. Non-standard quoted language C. Dad said that we must finish our chores.
4. Present participial phrase D. Racing down the track, the car zoomed.
____ 5. Indirect quotation E. “ est,” most, or least

6. Modifier comparing two things AB. Double-spaced with .5 inch hanging indents
7. MLA Works Cited page AC. [sic]

___ 8. Superlative modifier AD. She said, “Let’s sing ‘Happy Birthday.””

Sentence Application Directions: Answer in complete sentences.

9. Write a sentence with a quoted title within a direct quotation.

10. Write a sentence with a present participle which functions as an adjective.

11. Write a direct quotation with a spelling error.

12. Write a sentence including a present participial phrase with a linking verb.

13. Write a sentence with an indirect quotation.

14. Write a sentence including a modifier to compare two desserts.

15. List the information needed to write a full citation for a book on a Works Cited page.

16. Write a sentence with a superlative modifier.
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Common Core State Standards Alignment Grade 8

Common Core State Standards English Language Arts and Literacy in Lesson #
History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects Language
Strand

Review Standards: Conventions of Standard English:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.7.1.A LC/SW 14, 18,
Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in 20, 21, 23, 24,
specific sentences. 35-37, 44, 50
GUM 15, 16
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.7.1.B LC/SW 50
Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex GUM 13-16
sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.7.1.C LC/SW 45-50

Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting

misplaced and dangling modifiers.*

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.7.2.A LC/SW 28
Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating,

enjoyable movie but not He wore an old/[,] green shirt).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.7.3.A LC/SW 39, 40
Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing

and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.*

LC = Language Conventions; SW = Student Worksheets;
GUM = Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Worksheets
*Language Progressive Skills
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Common Core State Standards Alignment Grade 8

Common Core State Standards English Language Arts and Literacy
in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects Language
Strand

Review Standards: Conventions of Standard English:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1.A

Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general
and their function in particular sentences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1.B

Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1.C

Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional,
and subjunctive mood.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1.D

Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.2.A

Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.2.B

Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.3.A

Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and
subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor
or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).

LC = Language Conventions; SW = Student Worksheets;
GUM = Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Worksheets
*Language Progressive Skills
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Lesson #

LC/SW 21, 22,
31-39, 44
GUM 26
LC/SW 50
GUM 40
LC/SW 45-50
GUM 39

LC/SW 45-50

LC/SW 10-32,
52

GUM 41-48,
66

LC/SW 32,52

LC/SW 45-51
GUM 40
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