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Writing Openers Language Application
Lessons and Worksheets

The Language Application lessons are whole-class, twice-per-week “openers,” designed
to help students practice and apply the Knowledge and Use of Language Standards found in the
Common Core State Standards Language Strand (L. 3). The fifty-six Language Application
lessons focus on applying knowledge of the Conventions of Standard English (L. 1, 2) and the
Language Progressive Skills. Each lesson includes a description of the Lesson Focus, practice
Example(s), and a My Own Sentence task with answers. The My Own Sentence serves as the
formative assessment to determine whether students have mastered the Lesson Focus.

The lesson is formatted for classroom display and interactive instruction. The accompanying
language worksheets provides the text of each lesson, a section for key idea summaries, and the
My Own Sentence task.

How to Teach and Grade the Language Application Lessons

1. Display the language application lesson and ask students to reference the corresponding
Language Worksheet.

2. Tell students that they will summarize the Key Idea(s) of the language application task on the
lines provided in the second column. Give hints about the key idea(s) before you read the Lesson
Focus. The hints help students establish a purpose for their reading and build comprehension. For
example, “As we read the Lesson Focus, look for the kinds of common nouns we should avoid
and the kinds of common nouns we should use instead.”

3. Ask students to read the Lesson Focus quietly as you read it out loud. Re-read the Lesson
Focus and highlight or underline the key points of the text on the board or computer. Direct
students to do the same in their worksheets as you write on the board or computer.

4. Read the Example(s) and ask students to explain how each example relates to the Lesson
Focus.

5. Tell students to summarize the Key Idea(s) of the language application task on the lines
provided in the second column. [Allow time.]

6. Read the “Change this sentence...” task and clarify directions as needed.

7. Direct students to write the My Own Sentence on their worksheets. Make sure that the My
Own Sentence answer is not displayed while students complete their sentences. [Allow time.]

8. When students have finished, display and read the My Own Sentence answer. Explain why or
how the revision applies the Lesson Focus. If awarding points or a letter grade, tell students who
have the same My Own Sentence as that on the display how and where to record the grade.

9. Call on students to share their My Own Sentence if it differs from that of the display. Tell
students how and where to record the grade for their answers. (Note: Students certainly may have
revisions which are just as good as that on the display.) Continue calling on students until all
possible revisions have been shared, but remind students not to repeat answers.

10. Periodically (say after every four lessons) collect the worksheets and grade for completion.



Language Application #13

Lesson Focus

In this lesson we learn to delete the unnecessary “there”
word. The unnecessary “there” word begins sentences or
clauses and follows with a “helping verb” (has been, had been,
will be, shall be, should be, would be, can be, could be, may be,
might be, must be) or a “linking verb” (is, are, was, were).

To delete the unnecessary “there” word, place the subject of the
sentence at the beginning with or without its article (a, an, or
the) and change the verb form as needed.

Examples

There are three students waiting in the cafeteria line.
This sentence can be changed to...
Three students wait in the cafeteria line.

There are the three students waiting over there.
This sentence can be changed to...
The three students wait over there.

Change this sentence by deleting the unnecessary words:
There were people in the bus looking out at the building on fire.
My Own Sentence

People in the bus were looking out at the building on fire.
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Language Application #16

Lesson Focus

In this lesson we learn about transitions. Transitions are
words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs. A
sentence should continue the thought of the sentence before it.

A paragraph should continue the thought of the paragraph before
it. Transitions can help connect these thoughts.

Four Transition Types with Examples

» Definition: This or that means, in other words, consists of,
is equal to, is the same as

= Sequence (the order): first, to start with, first of all, for one,
second, finally, next, before, previously, then, finally,
following, since, now, eventually, after, afterwards

= Example: for example, for instance, such as, is like

" Addition: also, another, as well as, plus, additionally

Add transitions to this paragraph:

The game was won 1n the first five minutes. The home
team scored twice. The visiting team made huge mistakes. They
fumbled. Their best player got taken out. He was injured.

My Own Paragraph

The game was won 1n the first five minutes. (First, To start
with, or First of all) the home team scored twice. (Plus or
Additionally) the visiting team made huge mistakes. (For
example or for instance) they fumbled. Their best player got
taken out. (In other words or That means) he was injured.
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Language Application Worksheet #13

Delete the Unnecessary “there” Word

Lesson Focus Key Idea(s)

In this lesson we learn to delete

the unnecessary “there” word. The
unnecessary “there” word begins

sentences or clauses and follows with a
“helping verb” (has been, had been, will

be, shall be, should be, would be, can be,

could be, may be, might be, must be) or a
“linking verb” (is, are, was, were).

To delete the unnecessary “there” word,

place the subject of the sentence at the
beginning with or without its article (a, an,
or the) and change the verb form as
needed.

Examples

There are three students waiting in the cafeteria line.
This sentence can be changed to...

Three students wait in the cafeteria line.

There are the three students waiting over there.

This sentence can be changed to...
The three students wait over there.

Change this sentence by deleting the unnecessary words:
There were people in the bus looking out at the building on fire.

My Own Sentence

Writing Openers Language Application Grade 5 ©2017 Pennington Publishing

69



Language Application Worksheet #16

Transitions

Lesson Focus Key Idea(s)

In this lesson we learn about
transitions. Transitions are words or
phrases which connect sentences and
paragraphs. A sentence should continue
the thought of the sentence before it.

A paragraph should continue the thought
of the paragraph before it. Transitions can
help connect these thoughts.

Four Transition Types with Examples

= Definition: This or that means, in
other words, consists of, is equal
to, is the same as

= Sequence (the order): first, to start
with, first of all, for one, second,
finally, next, before, previously,
then, finally, following, since,
now, eventually, after, afterwards

= Example: for example, for
instance, such as, is like

» Addition: also, another, as well as,
plus, additionally

Add transitions to this paragraph:

The game was won in the first five minutes. The home team scored twice. The visiting
team made huge mistakes. They fumbled. Their best player got taken out. He was injured.

My Own Paragraph
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Language Worksheet #6

FOCUS Compound Sentences

A compound sentence has two or more independent clauses but no dependent clauses. An
independent clause has a noun and a verb that tells a complete thought. A compound sentence
joins independent clauses with either a semicolon or a comma, followed by a coordinating
conjunction (FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) if one or more of the independent clauses
is long or the independent clauses stand in contrast to each other.

Examples: She likes me, and she will do her best to support me in whatever I do.
Tom has many skills, but he does not always apply them.

CONNECT TO WRITING
Having a variety of sentence lengths within a paragraph makes writing more readable.
PRACTICE

Use the coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS) to join these independent clauses.

I enjoy watching old television shows the new ones are better

Do you want vanilla do you want strawberry

Use a semicolon to join these independent clauses.

No one really wants to go they just feel like they must attend
This route takes too long there must be another way
WRITE

Write your own compound sentence.
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Language Worksheet #9

FOCUS Identifying Sentence Fragments

A sentence fragment is only part of a complete sentence. It does not tell a complete thought. The
fragment is usually a dependent (subordinate) clause (a noun and a verb that does not tell a
complete thought) or a phrase (a group of related words with no noun and connected verb).

CONNECT TO WRITING

Learn to identify sentence fragments as you proofread your own writing. Remember that
dependent (subordinate) clauses and phrases must be connected to an independent clause (a noun
and a verb that tells a complete thought) to form a complete sentence.

Dependent (Subordinate) Clause Sentence Fragments
Example: Even though their friends had witnessed the entire accident.

Phrase Sentence Fragments
Examples: In Mexico, during the reign of the Aztecs and before Cortez.
Looking for someone to share her life.

PRACTICE
Mark “CS” if the sentence is complete or “F” if the sentence is a fragment.

1. Because he left school early.
2. She went to the store after finishing her homework.
3. After losing his homework on the bus and arriving to school late.
4. Whenever they need to know the reason for something.
5. If they think that the government taxes too much and does not spend its money wisely.
6. Taking tests always makes some students uncomfortable.

7. On the elementary school playground, next to the gym.

WRITE

Choose one of the sentence fragments in the PRACTICE section and connect it to your own
independent clause to form a complete sentence.
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Language Worksheet #12

FOCUS Revising Sentence Fragments

A sentence run-on has two independent clauses connected as if they were one sentence. An
independent clause has a noun and a verb that tells a complete thought.

CONNECT TO WRITING

To change sentence run-ons into complete sentences, try these strategies:

e Separate the run-on into two or more sentences.

Example: Luis told his brother he told his sister, too. Run-On
Luis told his brother. He told his sister, too. Complete
¢ Add a comma, then a conjunction, or a semicolon after the first independent clause.
Example: I like her, she doesn’t like me. Run-On
I like her, but she doesn’t like me. Complete

I like her; she doesn’t like me.
¢ Add a subordinating conjunction to one of the clauses.

Example: Max was injured, he was still the best. Run-On
Even though Max was injured, he was still the best. Complete
¢ Change the second clause to a phrase starting with an __ing word.
Example: They went to school, they looked for him. Run-On
They went to school, looking for him. Complete
PRACTICE

Change these sentence run-ons into complete sentences in the spaces provided.

Ms. Clements always prepared well for her lesson plans all her students learned well.

Jonathan seemed selfish he never shared with the other children.

WRITE

Use one of the strategies to change this sentence run-on into a complete sentence: Nicco enjoyed
video games, he played only after completing his chores.

Writing Openers Language Application Grade 5 ©2017 Pennington Publishing 125



