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Look for secret key clues 
throughout her grammar lesson to 
discover Ann Smith's identity and 
her mission, and report your 
results to the Secretary via coded 
messages.

As always, should you be 
identified, the Secretary will 
disavow any knowledge of your 
actions.

This message will self-destruct in 
5 seconds.

She goes by the name,
Ann Smith. Seemingly, 
a kind and nerdy 
online grammar
teacher, our agency 

has unmasked her 
real identity as an
enemy secret agent.

Our secretary has ordered the 
agency to learn the true identity
of Ms. Smith. Your mission, should 
you choose to accept it, is to 
infiltrate her online grammar 
class as a student and pressure 
her to turn to our side and 
become a double agent.

CLICK TO PLAY
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LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #1

Grammar and Usage

A proper noun is the name of a person, place, or thing. It can act or be acted upon and is capitalized. A proper noun can be a single word or 

a group of words and can be abbreviated or hyphenated. 

Examples: Pedro, Mrs. Chang, P.S., Stratford-upon-Avon

A common noun is an idea, person, place, or thing. It can act or be acted upon and is capitalized only at the start of a sentence. 

Examples: liberty, human, capital, desk.

Some common nouns are collective nouns and refer to a group of people, animals, or things. 

Examples: class, group

Guided Practice: At the Pike auditorium, our school was honored for its service with the Pan-Lee award.    



IDENTIFY THE PROPER NOUNS IN EACH LINE, AND DRAG THE BARS 
INTO THE SECRET FILE TO CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.

SECRET RECORDING...
PLAY THE SONG AND FINISH THE 
LINE: 

A proper noun is capitalized and 
gives a name to a person, place, or

CLICK TO PLAY 



IDENTIFY THE COMMON NOUNS IN EACH LINE, AND DRAG THE BARS 
INTO THE SECRET FILE TO CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.

SECRET RECORDING...
PLAY THE SONG AND FINISH THE 
LINE: 

A common noun can have an
before an idea, person, place, or 
thing.

CLICK TO PLAY 



IDENTIFY THE COMMON NOUNS IN EACH LINE, AND DRAG THE BARS 
INTO THE SECRET FILE TO CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.

Common nouns are general while proper nouns name
something specific.





TYPE THESE COMMON NOUNS IN THE BAGS TO MATCH THEIR 
ARTICLES: avocado, petunia, history, mustard, ostrich, 
ladder, earth, heir, pepper

a

DRAG THE RECTANGLES INTO THE SECRET FILE TO 
CHECK YOUR ANSWERS. THE ORDER OF THE COMMON 
NOUNS DOES NOT MATTER.

thean



ANSWERS

DIRECTIONS: Drag and 
drop each of these 
common nouns
onto the screen where 
they belong. Delete 
the rectangles to 
check your answers.



LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #1

Sentence Diagram

Writing Application

Apply what you have learned to respond to this quote.

Mechanics Dictation

Apply the mechanics rules to write the sentence dictation.

Grammar and Usage Dictation

Apply what you have learned to respond to this quote.

Proper nouns and common nouns can serve as subjects 

or objects. A subject is placed to the left of the main 

vertical line, and an object is placed to the right of the 

predicate in sentence diagrams. Add these words to the 

sentence diagram: “Obama” and “soldiers.” 



CRACK THE CODE!

We've hacked Ann Smith's text message to an 
associate. Decipher the code and then 
delete the rectangles to check your work. 

CLUE #1
IN WHICH CITY DOES ANN 
SMITH LIVE?

ANSWER:







http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jSPgamWkL8o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ot-OuyP7b08




http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpdrzBkjQRQ




Self-correcting 

Google forms tests

Google sheets




