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Look for secret key clues 
throughout her grammar lesson to 
discover Ann Smith's identity and 
her mission, and report your 
results to the Secretary via coded 
messages.

As always, should you be 
identified, the Secretary will 
disavow any knowledge of your 
actions.

This message will self-destruct in 
5 seconds.

She goes by the name,
Ann Smith. Seemingly, 
a kind and nerdy 
online grammar
teacher, our agency 

has unmasked her 
real identity as an
enemy secret agent.

Our secretary has ordered the 
agency to learn the true identity
of Ms. Smith. Your mission, should 
you choose to accept it, is to 
infiltrate her online grammar 
class as a student and pressure 
her to turn to our side and 
become a double agent.

CLICK TO PLAY
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LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #5

Mechanics

Use the semicolon between two sentences joined by a coordinating conjunction when one or more commas appear in the first sentence.

A semicolon (;) can be used to join a string of long phrases. 

Examples: John introduced me to his cousin from Orange County; his high school girl friend; and his childhood friend.

A semicolon (;) can be used to join a string of phrases with commas within the phrases. 

Examples: Ohio, Iowa, and Illinois in the Midwest; Idaho, Oregon, and California in the West; and Tennessee and Alabama in the South all 

have long rivers.

Guided Practice: Anna studied hard for her exam, Bob didn’t study at all. Anna passed; Bob didn’t.



LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #5

Grammar and Usage

Possessive pronouns show ownership and may be used before a noun or without a noun.

Before a noun—my, your, his, her, its, our, your, their

When a possessive pronoun is used before a noun, it modifies the noun. The connected verb must match the noun, not the pronoun. 

Example: Our house seems small.

Without a noun—mine, yours, his, hers, ours, yours, theirs

When a possessive pronoun is used without a noun, the verb must match the noun which the pronoun represents. 

Example: Mary said that my jacket is nice, but hers is nicer. 

Guided Practice: Mine basket was filled with sunflowers; her basket was filled with his roses; theirs were filled with daisies.



LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #5

Grammar and Usage

SECRET RECORDING...
PLAY THE SONG AND FINISH THE 
LINE: 

A pronoun is used to take a noun's 
place in the subject, possessive, or

case.

CLICK TO PLAY 

IDENTIFY THE PRONOUNS IN EACH LINE AND THEIR PRONOUN CASES: 
S FOR SUBJECT, O FOR OBJECT, AND P FOR POSSESSIVE. DRAG THE 
BARS INTO THE SECRET FILE TO CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.

PRONOUNS             S,O,P



LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #5

Sentence Diagram

Writing Application

Apply what you have learned to respond to this quote.

Mechanics Dictation

Apply the mechanics rules to write the sentence dictation.

Grammar and Usage Dictation

Apply what you have learned to respond to this quote.

Possessive pronouns are placed below the nouns 

they modify in sentence diagrams. Add these words 

to the sentence diagram: “our” and “their.”



LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #6

Mechanics

To form a singular possessive noun, add on an apostrophe then an s (’s) to the end of the noun. 

Example: Tim’s wallet

For nouns ending in s, it is not necessary to add on another s after the apostrophe. 

Example: Charles’ hat

A singular possessive noun can also modify a gerund (a verb form ending in “ing” that serves as a noun). 

Example: Len’s training

Guided Practice: Chriss’ coat was black, and so was Mike’s. 



LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #6

Grammar and Usage

An adjective modifies a noun or pronoun and answers Which one? How many? or What kind? When using more than one adjective to modify 

the same noun or pronoun in a sentence, follow this order of adjectival functions: Which One-How Many-What Kind.

Examples: these (Which one?) two (How many?) handsome (What kind?) men

Place adjectives before nouns, even when they are compound adjectives. A compound adjective joins two or more adjectives with a hyphen 

(-) to modify a single noun or pronoun. Don’t use a hyphen if you can use the word and between the two adjectives.

Examples: world-famous hot dogs; warm, comfortable coat (warm and comfortable)

Guided Practice: The four friendly students drove this car to the park beautiful.



LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #6

Grammar and Usage

IDENTIFY THE TYPE OF ADJECTIVE FOR EACH OF THE ADJECTIVAL 
PHRASES LISTED BELOW, AND DRAG THE BARS INTO THE SECRET 
FILE TO CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.

four plates, crazy clown, those pieces, few jobs, happy news,
small crack, that one, several dots, this fruit



LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #6

Grammar and Usage

IDENTIFY THE ADJECTIVES AND TYPES OF ADJECTIVES IN EACH LINE: 
W0 FOR WHICH ONE; HW FOR HOW MANY; AND WK FOR WHAT KIND. 
DRAG THE BARS INTO THE SECRET FILE TO CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.

ADJECTIVES        WO,HM,WK

SECRET RECORDING...
PLAY THE SONG AND FINISH THE 
LINE: 

An adjective modifies a noun with 
Which One, How Many, or                                          

.

CLICK TO PLAY 



LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #6

Grammar and Usage

IDENTIFY THE PROPER ORDER OF ADJECTIVES FOR EACH OF THE 
ADJECTIVAL PHRASES LISTED BELOW, AND DRAG THE BARS INTO 
THE SECRET FILE TO CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.





LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #6

Sentence Diagram

Writing Application

Apply what you have learned to respond to this quote.

Mechanics Dictation

Apply the mechanics rules to write the sentence dictation.

Grammar and Usage Dictation

Apply what you have learned to respond to this quote.

Adjectives are placed below the parts of speech they 

modify in sentence diagrams. Add these words to the 

sentence diagram: “many,” “five,” “those,” and “smart.”



CRACK THE CODE!

We've hacked Ann Smith's text message to an 
associate. Decipher the code and then 
delete the rectangles to check your work. 

CLUE #2
HOW OLD IS ANN SMITH?

ANSWER:







http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jSPgamWkL8o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ot-OuyP7b08




http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpdrzBkjQRQ




Self-correcting 

Google forms tests

Google sheets




