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Look for secret key clues 

throughout her grammar lesson to 

discover Ann Smith's identity and 

her mission, and report your 

results to the Secretary via coded 

messages.

As always, should you be 

identified, the Secretary will 

disavow any knowledge of your 

actions.

This message will self-destruct in 

5 seconds.

She goes by the name,

Ann Smith. Seemingly, 

a kind and nerdy 

online grammar

teacher, our agency 

has unmasked her 

real identity as an

enemy secret agent.

Our secretary has ordered the 

agency to learn the true identity

of Ms. Smith. Your mission, should 

you choose to accept it, is to 

infiltrate her online grammar 

class as a student and pressure 

her to turn to our side and 

become a double agent.
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LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #1

Grammar and Usage

TYPE THESE COMMON NOUNS IN THE BAGS TO MATCH THEIR 

ARTICLES: avocado, petunia, history, mustard, ostrich, 

ladder, earth, heir, pepper

a

DRAG THE RECTANGLES INTO THE SECRET FILE TO 

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS. THE ORDER OF THE COMMON 

NOUNS DOES NOT MATTER.

thean



LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS LESSON #2

Grammar and Usage

ANSWERS



CRACK THE CODE!

We've hacked Ann Smith's text message to an 

associate. Decipher the code and then 

delete the rectangles to check your work. 

CLUE #1

IN WHICH CITY DOES ANN 

SMITH LIVE?

ANSWER:



FOCUS

Cues Mechanics Notes

SUMMARY/REFLECTION

The Works Cited page is placed at the end of an essay or research report and lists all of the 
sources you used in alphabetical order. Double space all Works Cited entries. 

Examples: Re-write the following with proper punctuation in this Works Cited.

Works Cited

Baker John How to Use MLA. El Dorado Hills Pennington Publishing, 2015 Print.

"Citations. The American Encyclopedia 3rd ed 2015. Web

Jones, Amanda and King, Melissa. “Using MLA. mla.org. 2 May 2015. Web 24 May 2015.
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FOCUS

Cues Grammar and Usage Notes

SUMMARY/REFLECTION

A modifier is an adjective or adverb that defines, changes, describes, or limits the meaning of a 
word or words. 

Examples: 

The superlative modifier indicates which is the most or least. Use the suffix “_est” for a one-
syllable superlative modifier to compare three or more things. 

Example: 

Use “_est,” most, or least for a two-syllable or longer superlative modifier to compare three or 
more things. 

Example: 

Use most or least for adverb comparative modifiers ending in “__ly.” 

Example: 
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Practice

1. Re-write this Works Cited reference correctly: Stuart Johnson, Clouds. San Diego: Lister Publishing, 2017. Print.

2. Re-write this Works Cited reference correctly: Weston, Dylan: Under My Thumb. New York City, Barney Publishing, 2017. Print.

3. Re-write this Works Cited reference  correctly: “Teaching Today.” Bee Online Encyclopedia. 4th ed. 2017.

4. Re-write this sentence correctly: Of the watch, belt, and pants, the belt was the most nice gift, and the watch was the cheapest.

5. Re-write this sentence correctly: Compared to Julia, Sammi, and me, Linda is the most prettiest, although she has the least talent.

6. Re-write this sentence correctly: Of the three brothers I worked more consistently to ensure that Mom did not have to struggle. 
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