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Pronouns

Learn It! ®

A pronoun is a word that replaces a noun in a sentence. Using pronouns avoids repetition of the
same nouns. Pronouns have three basic functions in the sentence:

1. A pronoun can serve as the subject (do-er) of a sentence. The singular pronouns, ke, she, it, who,
this, that, and any ending in “_body” or “ one” match verbs with an s or es ending.

Examples: He saves Ann. Who helped Melinda? She will leave. That seems good. Everyone tries.

The singular pronouns, / and you, the plural pronouns, we, you, they, these, and those, and both,
few, many, and several match the base forms of verbs without endings in the present tense.

Examples: You walk. They practice. Those look great. Both taste great. Several win awards.

If the subject includes one or more nouns and a pronoun or multiple pronouns, joined by and or or,
match the verb to the last do-er. If singular and plural nouns or pronouns form the subject, place the
plural do-er last. Exception: Always place the / pronoun last when used as a subject.

Examples: We or they help. She, two friends, and I visit.

2. A singular (me, you, him, her, it, whom) or plural (us, you, them, whom) pronoun receives the
action or is the object of the main verb in a sentence. These pronouns answer Who? or What? of
the verb.

Examples: Pierre sees (Who?) her. Angela left (What?) it.

If one or more noun and a pronoun receive the action or is the object of the main verb, join the
pronoun with and or or after the noun or nouns.

Examples: Kyla joined Bob and me. Mel will choose Glenda, Marielle, or them.

If you are unsure about which pronouns to use when one or more nouns or pronouns serve as the
subject, drop the connected noun or nouns and say the sentence out loud to hear if it sounds right.

Example: John and me left Sue and he.
Explanation: Drop the connected nouns and read out loud: Me left he. This sentence does not

sound right. Change the pronouns to read: John and I left Sue and him.

3. A pronoun can also show ownership before a noun (my, your, his, her, its, our, your, their) or
without a noun (mine, yours, his, hers, ours, theirs)

Examples: My brother took yours. Our school beat theirs.
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Identify It! @
Directions: Fill in the blanks with the pronouns listed in the Piggy Pronoun Word Bank.
Fred received a text message from sister, Maggie. invited

to school. could tell stories about

lives as missionary children in Africa.

“ and have some interesting stories, and
both have a lot of entertaining videos that students would love,” said.
Fred texted back and said, “ would love to come share at
school. would help if got together to
brainstorm presentation. will come over to house to
practice, or can come over to J

Piggy Promoun Word Bank
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Identify It! @
Directions: Highlight the pronouns that belong in the following sentences.

1. Sergio and ( them, they ) work at the bank.

2. (He, Him ) and ( I, me ) both like ( she, her ).

3. Jean or ( she, her ) helped ( him, he ).

4. ( Them, They ) and ( we, us ) will have dinner.

5. You and ( he, him ) follow ( them, they) to the playground.
6. ( My, mine ) cookies taste better than ( his, theirs ).
7. ( Ours, Our ) team lost to ( their, theirs ) team.

8. The Johnsons and ( you, us ) know ( we, them ).

9. (Her, She ) hit (me, I).

10. ( They, Them ) chose ( your, you ) and ( I, me ).
11. ( Anyone, Few ) walk home alone.

12. ( Many, Everybody ) dance to that music.

13. ( Both, Everyone) plays basketball.

Explain It! ®

When it is difficult to identify which noun is being replaced by a pronoun, the sentence can be
confusing to the reader.

A. When this, that, these, or those pronouns are used on their own, it is unclear which nouns
they are meant to replace. Revise by adding nouns following this, that, these, or those.
Example: Fhatis-beautifuk: That painting is beautiful.

B. When more than one noun comes before a pronoun in a sentence, it is difficult to identify
which of the nouns the pronoun replaces. Revise by repeating the noun.

Example: DBisheswere-onthetablessbutwe-didntneed-them:
Dishes were on the tables, but we didn’t need the dishes.

C. The pronoun seems to replace a word or words which is not a noun. Revise by adding a
noun and other words if necessary.

Lxample: Ms. Abrew was extremely rich. She didn't share it
Ms. Abreu had lots of money. She didn’t share it.

D. The pronoun serves as the subject and its simple predicate is separated by too many
words. Revise by keeping the pronoun subject close to its simple predicate.
Example: Heexeept-when-with Brendaand Filly—woerksalone-

He works alone, except when with Brenda and Tilly.

E. The pronoun that receives the action or is the object of the main verb is too far away from
the noun it replaces. Revise by keeping the pronoun closer to the noun it replaces or repeat
the noun.
Example:
them-
You should punish those students who make us get into trouble with their friends.
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Directions: Read the following confusing sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains

why the sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number. Also, explain how the use of

pronouns affects the meaning of each sentence.
_ 1. Tasked to speak to Maria’s father. She would not talk to me.

The pronoun, “She” makes the sentence confusing because

___ 2. He and his daughter earlier that day didn’t talk with the women and they quit.

The pronoun, “He” makes the sentence confusing because

3. Tlove art, especially paintings. This seems to be Italian.

The pronoun, “This” makes the sentence confusing because

___ 4. The influencer was already famous, but she didn’t know it.

The pronoun, “it” makes the sentence confusing because

___ 5. Jacob went to see Martin. He listened to and trusted him.

The pronouns, “He” and “him” make the sentence confusing because
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Revise It! ®

Directions: Re-write these confusing sentences to fix the pronoun problems.

1. I asked to speak to Maria’s father. She would not talk to me.

2. He and his daughter earlier that day didn’t talk with the women and they quit.

3. I'love art, especially paintings. This seems to be Italian.

4. The influencer was already famous, but she didn’t know it.

5. Jacob went to see Martin. He listened to and trusted him.
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Create It! ¥99
Directions: Re-write this story, replacing repetitive nouns with pronouns. Add or delete as you wish.

Martin Van Buren was Andrew Jackson’s vice-president. In 1840, after Jackson had served
two terms as president, Jackson’s vice-president decided to run for president. Jackson had a popular
nickname, and Martin Van Buren wanted a nickname, too. Since the vice-president was born in
Kinderhook, New York, Martin Van Buren asked the vice-president’s supporters to call Martin
“Old Kinderhook.”

“Old Kinderhook” was too hard to say, the supporters claimed, so the supporters shortened
the nickname to O.K. The nickname became popular among Martin Van Buren’s supporters. O.K.
nickname came to mean something good or acceptable. Eventually, O.K. came to mean anything
that was good or acceptable as it does today in the United States and throughout the world.

Martin Van Buren may have been O.K., but the vice-president lost the election to a war
hero, William Henry Harrison and his running mate, John Tyler. William Henry Harrison had a
nickname, too. The nickname was Tippecanoe. William Henry Harrison and John Tyler’s
supporters developed a campaign slogan about the two candidates, “Tippecanoe and Tyler, too.”
The campaign slogan became just as popular as O.K.
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