






  

The Science of Reading Intervention Program 
 

 

The Science of Reading Intervention Program provides comprehensive, year-long 

reading intervention for students ages 8–adult. The three program components have been 

designed to accelerate reading achievement for students ages 8–adult with explicit, systematic, 

and scripted instruction. No training required. No prep. Minimal correction. Easy to teach. 
 

 
 

                                                               Language Comprehension 
 

                          Word Recognition 
 

                                                               Assessment-based Instruction 

 

 
 

First Half of the Year Program: Word Recognition  

 
The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Word Recognition (Phonemic Awareness, 
Spelling, Phonics) features the 6 Google Slide Activities: 1. Phonemic Awareness and 

Morphology 2. Blending, Segmenting, and Spelling 3. Sounds and Spellings (including 

handwriting) and Heart Words Practice 4. Say It! Spell It! Read It! Word Chains 5. Sam and 

Friends Phonics Books (decodables). 6. Elkonin Sound Box Spelling Dictations, Personal Sound 

Walls, and Morphology Walls. The three 90-minute lessons per week permit flexible scheduling. 

Print versions are available for all activities. 

 

Second Half of the Year Programs:  

Language Comprehension and Assessment-based Instruction  

 
The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension resources are 

designed for students who have completed the word recognition program or have demonstrated 

basic mastery of the alphabetic code and can read with some degree of fluency. The program 

features the 5 Weekly Language Comprehension Activities: 1. Background Knowledge 

Mentor Texts 2. Academic Language, Greek and Latin Morphology, Figures of Speech, 

Connotations, Multiple Meaning Words 3. Syntax in Reading 4. Reading Comprehension 

Strategies 5. Literacy Knowledge (Narrative and Expository). 150 minutes-per-week instruction. 

 

To supplement the language comprehension, The Science of Reading Intervention Program: 
Assessment-based Instruction provides diagnostically-based instructional resources to 

individualize instruction. The program includes 13 comprehensive assessments and matching 

instructional resources to fill in the yet-to-be-mastered gaps in phonemic awareness, alphabetic 

awareness, phonics, fluency (with YouTube modeled readings), Heart Words and Phonics 

Games, spelling patterns, grammar, usage, and mechanics, syllabication and morphology, 

executive function shills. Even though students have completed the word recognition program, 

some students will need second-chance instruction with more intense practice in easily-

managed small groups and independent practice. 120 minutes-per-week instruction.  

https://penningtonpublishing.com/collections/reading/products/the-science-of-reading-intervention-program-1
https://penningtonpublishing.com/collections/reading/products/the-science-of-reading-intervention-program-language-comprehension
https://penningtonpublishing.com/collections/reading/products/the-science-of-reading-intervention-program-language-comprehension
https://penningtonpublishing.com/collections/reading/products/the-science-of-reading-intervention-program-assessment-based-instruction
https://penningtonpublishing.com/collections/reading/products/the-science-of-reading-intervention-program-assessment-based-instruction
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5 Weekly Language Comprehension Activities Plan 
 

 

Instructional Activity     M T W Th F 

 

Background Knowledge Bell Ringer     5   5 

 

Vocabulary Worksheets     10  10 10*  

 

Syntax in Reading       15 10 10 15 

 

Reading Comprehension Strategies    10  10  10 

 

Literacy Knowledge      10 10  10 

        ___________________________ 

 

Daily Instructional Minutes     30 30 30 30 30 

 

 

Note that instructional times will vary. Monday holidays or assemblies will require adjustments. 

 

*Biweekly vocabulary test 

 

If not yet completed, administer placement assessments. Teachers may choose from 18 

diagnostic assessments to confirm program placement. Note that each of these assessments is 

administered mid-year to guide individualized and differentiated instruction if using the full-year 

comprehensive program. 

 

Teaching procedures are thoroughly detailed before each activity, and answers follow each 

instructional component. 

 

 

http://blog.penningtonpublishing.com/reading/pennington-publishing-elareading-assessments/
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Background Knowledge 
 

 
“Once kids are fluent decoders, a key determinant of comprehension, perhaps THE 

key determinant of comprehension, is what kids know about the topic of the texts 

that they are about to read.” 
 

        Daniel Willingham, 2018 

 

“Prior knowledge refers to the knowledge readers have in their heads prior to 

reading a text. There is a substantial and extensive body of research going back to 

Bartlett’s 1932 study that reveals that readers use their knowledge to understand 

text. Case closed on that (and that is not an opinion).” 
 

 Tim Shanahan, 2022 

         

Context and Rationale 

 

Background knowledge is essential to language comprehension. However, in what context 

should students learn this content and how should reading intervention teachers teach it? 

 

Clearly, the content areas of social studies, science, and the arts should play essential roles in 

developing background knowledge in the school setting. However, with respect to reading 

intervention, instructional time is reductive. Spending time teaching background knowledge 

takes away time from other reading instruction. Teaching what students should all know to better 

understand what they read is simply not an efficient use of time. What reading intervention 

teachers can do is to teach students how to use and apply both background knowledge and 

students’ prior knowledge to make language more comprehensible. 

 

Teaching Procedures 

 

Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response is a whole class instructional activity, 

designed as twice-per-week opening bell ringers. For each five-minute activity, read the short 

literary quotation, which serves as a mentor text, and the Definition/Explanation/Reflection to 

provide necessary background knowledge. The teacher uses any or all of the Observation, 

Interpretation, and Application question prompts to provoke class discussion and practice 

applying both background and prior knowledge to analyze the text.  

 

After discussion, students write a mentor text response to express their own views on the topic. 

Ask students to share their written responses in pair shares. Call on volunteers to share responses 

with the class. 

 

With these activities, students will learn how to make language more comprehensible by using 

knowledge in both reading and writing. They will also practice mimicking sophisticated texts in 

their written responses. Finally, the activities provide common background knowledge to access 

for future learning and instruction. 
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #1 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“All would live long, but none would be old.”  

 

   Benjamin Franklin (1706 – 1790) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Growing old presents both opportunities and challenges.  

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #2 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Indifference and neglect often do much more damage than outright dislike.” 

 

   J.K. Rowling (1965 – ) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Indifference means to not be interested. Neglect means to not pay attention. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/31640.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #3 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Four be the things I'd have been better without: love, curiosity, freckles and doubt.” 

 

   Dorothy Parker (1893 – 1967) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Many things in life are both good and bad. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/14236.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #4 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“We shall not fail or falter; we shall not weaken or tire... Give us the tools and we will finish the 

job.” 

 

   Sir Winston Churchill (1874 – 1965) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

To falter means to hesitate. The author was Great Britain’s leader during World War II. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/3253.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/3253.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #5 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Do something every day that you don't want to do; this is the golden rule for acquiring the habit 

of doing your duty without pain.”  

 

   Mark Twain (1835 – 1910) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

The Golden Rule is “Do to others how you would like them to do to you.” 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #6 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“I do not want people to be agreeable, as it saves me the trouble of liking them.” 

 

   Jane Austen (1775 – 1817) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Good friendships take time and effort. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/23645.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #7 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man's character, give him power.” 

 

   Abraham Lincoln (1809 – 1865) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Adversity means unfortunate events that stand in the way of success. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/414.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #8 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

 

“Patriotism means to stand by the country. It does not mean to stand by the president.”  

 

   Theodore Roosevelt (1858 – 1919) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

People can honor their country and still find fault with its leaders or laws. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #9 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“When a person identifies himself with a group, his critical faculties are diminished and his 

passions enhanced ... The individual is not a killer, the group is, and by identifying with it, the 

individual becomes one.”  

 

   Arthur Koestler (1905 – 1938) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Critical faculties means necessary abilities. Passions means emotions. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/when_a_person_identifies_himself_with_a_group_his/12825.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/when_a_person_identifies_himself_with_a_group_his/12825.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/when_a_person_identifies_himself_with_a_group_his/12825.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotes/arthur_koestler/
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotes/arthur_koestler/
http://en.thinkexist.com/birthday/march_3/
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #10 
 

 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Great minds discuss ideas; Average minds discuss events; Small minds discuss people.” 

 

   Eleanor Roosevelt (1884 – 1962) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Gossip is the conversation topic for those with few ideas. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/36354.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #11 
 

 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Ninety percent of the politicians give the other ten percent a bad reputation.” 

 

   Henry Kissinger (1923 – ) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

A politician is one who has an elected position in government. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/418.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #12 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Well, all I know is what I read in the papers.” 

 

   Will Rogers (1879 – 1935) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Our knowledge is limited by our experiences. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30137.html


The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 15 

Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #13 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Skiing combines outdoor fun with knocking down trees with your face.” 

 

   Dave Barry (1947 – ) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Humor often combines a common experience or challenge with something unexpected. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/23608.html


The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 16 

Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #14 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“I don't know half of you half as well as I should like; and I like less than half of you half as well 

as you deserve.” 

 

   J. R. R. Tolkien (1892 – 1973) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Humor often uses repetition with a slight twist to get across its message. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/27753.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/27753.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #15 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“If virtue precede us, every step will be safe.” 

 

   Seneca (5 B.C. – 65 A.D.) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

A virtue is defined as what is right, or good. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/28686.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #16 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“And since you know you cannot see yourself, 

so well as by reflection, I, your glass, 

will modestly discover to yourself, 

that of yourself which you yet know not of.” 

 

William Shakespeare (1564 – 1616) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

The word glass means a mirror. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29576.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29576.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29576.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29576.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #17 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“We are always in our own company.” 

 

   Friedrich Nietzsche (1844 – 1900) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

We are never truly alone. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/33955.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #18 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Before you embark on a journey of revenge, dig two graves.” 

 

   Confucius (551 B.C. – 479 B.C.) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind.” 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/38001.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #19 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Freedom is not worth having if it does not include the freedom to make mistakes.” 

 

   Mahatma Gandhi (1869 – 1948) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Constantly making the same mistakes is not freedom; it’s bondage. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/28993.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #20 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Judge a man by his questions rather than by his answers.”  

 

   Voltaire (1694 – 1778) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Good questions frequently demonstrate one’s intelligence. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/28697.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #21 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“A flatterer is a friend who is your inferior, or pretends to be so.”  

 
  Aristotle (384 B.C. – 322 B.C.) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

from the person whom is praised. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/34200.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #22 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“A man may be so much of everything that he is nothing of anything.” 

 

   Samuel Johnson (1709 – 1784) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Each of us has different gifts, different interests, and different abilities. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/27005.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #23 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Anyone who goes to a psychiatrist ought to have his head examined.”  

 

   Samuel Goldwyn (1882 – 1974) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

A psychiatrist is a medical doctor who treats mental, emotional, or behavioral problems. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/236.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #24 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Among those whom I like or admire, I can find no common denominator, but among those 

whom I love, I can: all of them make me laugh.” 

 

   W. H. Auden (1907 – 1973) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Laughter lowers stress, boosts energy, and may even diminish pain. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/26182.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/26182.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/W._H._Auden/
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #25 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Cleanliness and order are not matters of instinct; they are matters of education, and like most 

great things, you must cultivate a taste for them.” 

 

   Benjamin Disraeli (1804 – 1881) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

To cultivate is to prepare for growth and later harvest. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/2395.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/2395.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #26 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I– 

I took the one less traveled by,  

And that has made all the difference.” 

 

   Robert Frost (1874 – 1963) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

The easiest or more popular choices are not always the best ones. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29610.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29610.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29610.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #27 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“There is always a well–known solution to every human problem‒neat, plausible, and wrong.” 

 

   H. L. Mencken (1880 – 1956) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Plausible means believable. The obvious answers are not always the best answers. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #28 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“I think it's the duty of the comedian to find out where the line is drawn and to cross it 

deliberately.” 

 

   George Carlin (1937 – 2008) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

It is often said that very comedian wants to be taken seriously. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29741.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29741.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #29 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“A friend is one before whom I may think aloud.”  

 

   Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 – 1882) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Thomas Edison, the great inventor, once said, “What it boils down to is one per cent inspiration 

and ninety–nine per cent perspiration.” 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/34205.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #30 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“However confused the scene of our life appears, however torn we may be who now do face that 

scene, it can be faced, and we can go on to be whole.” 

 

   Muriel Rukeyser (1913 –1980) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Hope develops from what we choose to remember from the past. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/however_confused_the_scene_of_our_life_appears/216416.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/however_confused_the_scene_of_our_life_appears/216416.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/birthday/december_15/
http://en.thinkexist.com/birthday/february_12/
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #31 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“In taking revenge, a man is but even with his enemy; but in passing it over, he is superior.” 

 

   Sir Francis Bacon (1561 – 1626) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

An old Russian proverb says that it is easier to tear a hole, than to mend one. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/2893.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #32 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“We are each responsible for our own life – no other person is or even can be.” 

 

   Oprah Winfrey (1954 – ) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

On the other hand, an old African proverb says, “It takes a village to raise a child.” 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/31146.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #33 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality. That is 

why right, temporarily defeated, is stronger than evil triumphant.” 

 

   Martin Luther King Jr. (1929 – 1968) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

One step backwards can lead to two steps forwards. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/9355.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/9355.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #34 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Why is it that our memory is good enough to retain the least triviality that happens to us, and 

yet not good enough to recollect how often we have told it to the same person?” 

 

  Francois de La Rochefoucauld (1613 – 1680) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

A triviality, here, is a personal experience. To recollect means to remember. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1295.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1295.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Francois_de_La_Rochefoucauld/
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #35 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“England and America are two countries separated by a common language.” 

 

   George Bernard Shaw (1856 – 1950) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

 Sometimes the things that pull us together are the things that most pull us apart. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/897.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #36 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most intelligent, but the one most 

responsive to change.” 

 

   Charles Darwin (1809 – 1882) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Being willing to try and doing so produces more than being able to try but unwilling to do so. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/40096.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/40096.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Charles_Darwin/
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #37 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“He who has begun has half done. Dare to be wise; begin!” 

 

   Horace (65 B.C. – 8 B.C.) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Procrastination (putting off until tomorrow what could be done today) is a problem that never 

gets solved tomorrow. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/24357.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #38 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“The cause is hidden. The effect is visible to all.” 

 

   Ovid (43 B.C. – 17 A.D.) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

“There is nothing hidden that will not be revealed. There is nothing kept secret that will not come 

to light.” Luke 8:17 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29162.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #39 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” 

 

   Lao–tzu (604 B.C. – 531 B.C.) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Sir Isaac Newton said that an object at rest will stay at rest, but an object in motion will stay in 

motion until an opposite and equal force acts upon the object. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/24004.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #40 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“We are never deceived; we deceive ourselves.” 

 

   Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749 – 1832) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

It seems to be human nature to blame others for our own faults. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1743.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #41 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Wise men talk because they have something to say; fools, because they have to say something.” 

 

   Plato (427 B.C. – 347 B.C.) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

"Even the foolish man, when he keeps quiet, is taken to be wise: when his lips are shut he is 

credited with good sense." Proverbs 17:28 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1408.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #42 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“United we stand, divided we fall.” 

 

   Aesop (620 B.C. – 560 B.C.) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection  
 

At the signing of The Declaration of Independence, Benjamin Franklin commented, "We must 

hang together, gentlemen...else, we shall most assuredly hang separately.” 
 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/38045.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #43 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“A bad beginning makes a bad ending.” 

 

   Euripides (484 B.C. – 406 B.C.) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Alexander Pope once said, “Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.” 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/24150.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #44 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Determine never to be idle...It is wonderful how much may be done if we are always doing.” 

 

   Thomas Jefferson (1743 – 1826) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

To be idle is to be lazy. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/2491.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #45 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“When you have loved as she has loved, you grow old beautifully.” 

W. Somerset Maugham (1874 – 1965) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Practice makes perfect. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1899.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/W._Somerset_Maugham/
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #46 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“In the long run, we get no more than we have been willing to risk giving.” 

 

   Sheldon Kopp (1929 – 1999) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

It has often been said, “To give is better than to receive.” 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/26594.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Sheldon_Kopp/
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #47 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“No pessimist ever discovered the secret of the stars or sailed an uncharted land, or opened a new 

doorway for the human spirit.” 

 

   Helen Keller (1880 – 1968) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

A pessimist is one who sees the glass as half–empty; an optimist is one who sees the glass as 

half–full. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/32595.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/32595.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #48 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“I was thinking about how disjointedly time seemed to flow, passing in a blur at times, with 

single images standing out more clearly than others. And then, at other times, every second was 

significant, etched in my mind.” 

 

   Stephenie Meyer (1973 – ) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

“Time is but a stream I go fishing in.” Henry David Thoreau 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/40224.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/40224.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/40224.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #49 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“O what fine thought we had because we thought that the worst rogues and rascals had died out.” 

 

   W. B. Yeats (1865–1939) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Rogues and rascals refer to people of bad character. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/4152.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #50 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Education is what survives when what has been learned has been forgotten.” 

 

   B. F. Skinner (1904 – 1990) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

George Peabody defined education as “Education: a debt due from present to future 

generations.”  

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/904.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/B._F._Skinner/
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #51 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“By all means marry; if you get a good wife, you'll be happy. If you get a bad one, you'll become 

a philosopher.” 

 

   Socrates (469 B.C. – 399 B.C.) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

“Marriage is not a noun; it's a verb. It isn't something you get. It's something you do. It's the way 

you love your partner every day.” Barbara de Angelis 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/23736.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/23736.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #52 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Always be nice to those younger than you, because they are the ones who will be writing about 

you.” 

 

   Cyril Connolly (1903 – 1974) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

“He was a great patriot, a humanitarian, a loyal friend – provided, of course, that he really is 

dead.” Voltaire 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/224.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/224.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Cyril_Connolly/
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/he_was_a_great_patriot-a_humanitarian-a_loyal/330177.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/he_was_a_great_patriot-a_humanitarian-a_loyal/330177.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #53 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“I know not with what weapons World War III will be fought, but World War IV will be fought 

with sticks and stones.” 

 

Albert Einstein (1879 – 1955) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

“War, huh, yeah. What is it good for? 

Absolutely nothing. Say it again, y'all.” Edwin Starr 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/329.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/329.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #54 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Someday we will discover we have been preparing for that moment all our lives.” 

 

   Robert Finney (1956 – ) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Some people believe that everything happens for a reason. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #55 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“No one can speak well, unless he thoroughly understands his subject.” 

 

   Cicero (106 B.C. – 43 B.C.) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

too often people have strong opinions about that which they have never taken the time to 

research. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/28731.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #56 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Ever tried? Ever failed? No Matter, try again, fail again, Fail better.” 

 

   Samuel Beckett (1906 – 1989) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Failure leads to success when lessons from the failure are well-learned. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/39693.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #57 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“We must use time as a tool, not as a crutch.” 

 

   John F. Kennedy (1917 – 1963) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

A crutch used too long can lead to dependence. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/2132.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #58 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“All movements go too far.” 

 

   Bertrand Russell (1872 – 1970) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

"Extremism in the cause of liberty is no vice, and moderation in the defense of freedom is no 

virtue." Barry Goldwater  
 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/983.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #59 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“Whenever people agree with me I always feel I must be wrong.” 

 

   Oscar Wilde (1854 – 1900) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

“I don't care to belong to a club that accepts people like me as members.” Groucho Marx 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/924.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #60 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost; that is where they should be. 

Now put the foundations under them.” 

 

   Henry David Thoreau (1817 – 1862) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Dreams are like popsicles. They last longer in the freezer, but they taste better melting in your 

mouth. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/3097.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/3097.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #61 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“If we discover a desire within us that nothing in this world can satisfy, also we should begin to 

wonder if perhaps we were created for another world.” 

 

   C. S. Lewis (1898 – 1963) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Puzzle pieces were designed to fit together to form a work of art. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/40038.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/40038.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #62 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“I have learnt silence from the talkative, toleration from the intolerant, and kindness from the 

unkind; yet strange, I am ungrateful to these teachers.” 

 

   Kahlil Gibran (1883 – 1931) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

Toleration means the respect of someone else’s beliefs. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1513.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1513.html
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #63 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“There's one way to find out if a man is honest–ask him. If he says, "Yes," you know he is a 

crook.”  

 

   Groucho Marx (1890 – 1977) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

A hypocrite is one who says one thing, but does another. 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
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Background Knowledge: Mentor Text and Response #64 
 

 

Literary Quotation 

 

“It is not unseemly for a man to die fighting in defense of his country.” 

 

   Homer (800 B.C. ?) 

 

Definition/Explanation/Reflection 

 

“I have no country to fight for; my country is the earth, and I am a citizen of the world.” Eugene 

V. Debs 

 

Observation 

 

What is the author’s tone? What do you feel? What seem to be the key words? 

 

Interpretation  

 

How would you put this into your own words? What does this mean? What doesn’t this mean? 

What does this suggest? How does the author say this? Why does the author say this? 

 

Application  

 

How can this be used? How could this thought affect something or someone else? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? What 

conclusions can be drawn from this? Do you agree with this? How does this apply to you? 

 

Mentor Text Response  

 

Revise the literary quotation to express your point of view about the topic. Mimic the author’s 

basic syntax (word order and sentence structure). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/23946.html
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Vocabulary 
 

 
Children with better vocabulary knowledge have higher reading comprehension 

scores concurrently and longitudinally. 

Cain, 2016 

 

The authors of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in English Language Arts refers to 

vocabulary development among a variety of instructional strands across the grade levels. 

However, the specific vocabulary standards are detailed in the Anchor Standards for Language: 

 

 Multiple Meaning Words (L.4.a.) 

 Greek and Latin Morphology (L.4.a.) 

 Language Resources (L.4.c.d.) 

 Figures of Speech (L.5.a.) 

 Word Relationships and Context Clues (L.5.b.) 

 Connotations (L.5.c.) 

 Academic Language Words (L.6.0) 

 

In terms of Scarborough’s Rope, these vocabulary standards are dispersed among language 

structure, verbal reasoning, and vocabulary within the language comprehension strand.  

 

The author has used high frequency studies to select the vocabulary words and figures of speech. 

Selection of the Academic Language Tier 2 words has been guided by the Academic Word List 

(Coxhead, 2000). Please see detailed selection criteria here: https://bit.ly/343ZvQ3  

 

Select from five grade-level programs… 

 

Following are five grade-level programs in order from grades 4–8. Note that the grade levels are 

not mentioned in any of the program materials, but are color-coded for clarity. 

 

Instructional time has been allocated to teach one of the five vocabulary programs. So which 

level should teachers select? 

 

Instructional Options: Select one of the grade-level programs for all of your students based 

upon teacher judgment or administer the Diagnostic Academic Language Assessment to guide 

that judgment. The Diagnostic Academic Language Assessment has 35 eight-word matching 

sections with 280 words. Generally speaking, since the words are in high frequency order, they 

start easy and end harder. Note that the assessment only measures Academic Language words.  

 

Selection Criteria: At the point in which most students begin to struggle matching a majority of 

the vocabulary words to their definitions, choose this grade-level program. Or consider 

individualizing instruction, according to the results of the assessment. Your students will have 

different levels of vocabulary acquisition, especially in EL or ESL classes. Since the vocabulary 

worksheets are independent practice, assigning different grade-level sets to different students 

creates no management issues and will teach vocabulary at students’ challenge levels. 

https://bit.ly/343ZvQ3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TES_XTkhxWdmB5DopcsICt1_90nUvsoLx2YS9VTDBF8/copy
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Vocabulary Worksheet Directions 
 

 

Teaching Procedures  

 

Each of the CCSS Vocabulary Standards is addressed in these worksheets: Multiple Meaning 

Words and Context Clues (L.4.a.); Greek and Latin Word Parts (L.4.a.); Language Resources 

(L.4.c.d.); Figures of Speech (L.5.a.); Word Relationships (L.5.b.); Connotations (L.5.c.); 

Academic Language Words (L.6.0). Answers follow.  

 

Odd-Numbered Vocabulary Worksheets Introductory Lesson  

 

Display the Vocabulary Worksheet #1 on your projector. 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 

Introduce the two Multiple Meaning Words* and read their definitions out loud. Ask students 

to use both vocabulary words in their own sentences with context clues that show the meanings 

of the words.** Then read and explain the directions. Next, read the sentences out loud and 

complete a “think aloud” as you use the context clues to decide which definition number best 

matches each vocabulary word. Finally, direct students to fill in the definition numbers in the 

spaces provided.  

 

* Some Multiple Meaning Words on the Vocabulary Worksheets have minimal accent marks, 

vowel sound marks, and/or syllable division to assist with pronunciation. 

** Use the SALE (Synonym, Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues strategy to identify the 

context clue categories in the student sentences.  

 
Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Introduce the two Greek and Latin Word Parts and read their definitions out loud. Remind 

students how prefixes, roots, and suffixes function in words. Then read and explain the first 

sentence of the directions. Ask students to brainstorm which words they know that include each 

of the word parts. Write their example words on the board and then direct students to write two 

choices in the blanks under the “Example Words” column. Remind students that they can consult 

a dictionary to find example words for the prefixes and roots, but not suffixes because of the 

alphabetical order of dictionaries. Show students using computers how using the search words 

“words ending with ___” will help them find words including the suffixes. 

 

Now read and explain the second sentence of the directions. Ask students to guess the definition 

of the word formed from the word parts and write their responses on the board. Encourage 

students to use the words listed under the “Meaning” column, but also add their own words or 

reverse the order of the word part meanings to make the best sense.  
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Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus 

 

Locate the Greek and Latin vocabulary word listed under the Language Resources: Dictionary 

and Thesaurus section on the Vocabulary Worksheet in an online dictionary and thesaurus and 

display each entry for your students. 

 

Read and explain the first set of directions: “Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word 

into syl/la/bles, mark its primary áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. 

Compare to your definition above.”  
 

 Show students how the dictionary divides the vocabulary word into syllables and direct 

student to use slashes (/) for these syllable divisions of the Greek and Latin vocabulary 

words. Point out that the Greek and Latin vocabulary words don’t always follow English 

syllabication rules.  

 Show students how the dictionary marks the primary accent and tell them to place the (´) 

accent mark over the stressed vowel or last vowel in a vowel team for the Greek and 

Latin vocabulary words. For example, a/boút.  

 Show students how the dictionary labels the abbreviated part of speech and instruct 

students to label the parts of speech for the Greek and Latin vocabulary words in the 

parentheses which follow. Write these dictionary abbreviations for the parts of speech on 

the board: n., pron., adj., v., adv., conj., prep. 

 Show students how the dictionary lists the primary (first) and secondary definitions 

(thereafter). Tell your students to write the primary definition for the Greek and Latin 

vocabulary words in the spaces provided on their Vocabulary Worksheets. 

 Compare the primary dictionary definition of the Greek and Latin vocabulary word to the 

students’ definition guesses derived from the Greek and Latin word parts. Point out that 

the Greek and Latin word parts can provide important clues to the meanings of academic 

words. However, because words change meanings over time, the word parts aren’t 

always helpful clues to the meaning of a word. 

 

Now explain that the second set of directions requires students to list other words which have a 

certain relationship to the Greek and Latin vocabulary words. Students must list synonyms, 

antonyms, or inflected forms of the vocabulary words in the spaces provided.  
 

 Synonym __________________________ 
Explain that a synonym is a word or phrase similar in meaning to the vocabulary word.  

 Antonym __________________________ 
Explain that an antonym is a word or phrase different in meaning the vocabulary word. 

Tell students not to use negations to form antonyms on their Vocabulary Worksheets. 

 Inflected Form __________________________ 

An inflected form is a related word with a different root or suffix. An inflected form is 

listed in boldface after the entry word or as separate entry word before or after the 

vocabulary word.  
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Figures of Speech 

 

Tell students that a figure of speech is a non-literal expression used by a certain group of people. 

For example, The man walked through the door. Although we say through the door, we don’t 

literally mean exactly what we say. Through the door is one type of figure of speech known as 

an idiom. Let students know that they will explore many types of figures of speech in the 

Vocabulary Worksheets. 

 

Now read and explain the directions. Ask students to share their interpretations or explanations 

of the figure of speech. After several responses, help clarify and paraphrase as necessary so 

students can write a concise answer. 

 

Even-Numbered Vocabulary Worksheets Introductory Lesson  

 

Display the Vocabulary Worksheet #2 on your projector. 

 
Word Relationships 
 

Introduce the two vocabulary words and read their definitions out loud. Brainstorm how the two 

vocabulary words are synonymous.  

 

Now read and explain the directions. Ask students to share compound sentences which use one 

of the vocabulary words in each independent clause along with a connecting transition word or 

phrase that signals a synonymous relationship between those clauses. For example, similarly, in 

the same way, just like, likewise, compared to. Stress the importance of using context clues to 

show the meanings of the words* and let students know that they may reverse the order of the 

vocabulary words in their sentences. After sharing a few sentences, direct students to write one 

of the compound sentences in space provided.  

 
Connotations: Shades of Meaning 
 

Explain the difference between denotation (dictionary definition) and connotation (definition in 

context). Introduce the two vocabulary words and read their definitions out loud. Brainstorm 

how the two vocabulary words have different shades of meaning and then compare and contrast 

the meanings of these words to the two words listed on the Connotation Spectrum. Use a 

rainbow to describe the concept of a spectrum. Then read and explain the directions. Direct 

students to write the two vocabulary words in their proper places on the Connotation Spectrum. 
Review answers and tell students to correct errors if necessary. 
 
Academic Language 

 

Introduce the first academic language word and read its definition out loud. Then read and 

explain the directions. Brainstorm words and phrases which are “Similar to…” the vocabulary 

word and direct students to write one down in the box. Continue this process with the “Different 

than…” and “Example, Characteristics, or Picture” descriptions. Finally, direct students to 

complete the second academic language word descriptions on their own. Then review answers.  



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 71 

Vocabulary Worksheet #1 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
brief (n)  1. Short. 
brief (v)  2. To inform or give a summary of information or events. 
 
The reporter wrote a brief ___ summary of the news story to brief ___ her boss, the City Editor. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Word 
 

un      not   ________________________ 
 

    able  to be able to  ________________________ 
 

unable ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
u n a b l e  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: “a 
lot on my plate.” I’d like to stop and help you, but right now I’ve just got a lot on my plate. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #2 
 

 

Word Relationships: Synonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
conclude (v)  To end or bring to a close. 
finish (v)  To add the final touches to a project.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
colossal (adj)  Extremely and unusually large. 
enormous (adj) Very large. 
 
 big   huge  ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: analyze (v) 
Definition: To break into parts and examine 
each part. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: approach (v) 
Definition: To get close to something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #3 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
staff (n)  1. A specific group of workers. 
staff (n)  2. A stick or rod used for support or as a symbol of authority. 
 
The old chief leaned on his wooden staff ___, while our office staff___ hurried to prepare a 
 
comfortable spot for him to sit. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
re      again   ________________________ 
 
  sent    feeling   ________________________ 
 
resent ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
r e s e n t  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________  Synonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“Get your ducks in a row.” Your room is a mess, your backpack hasn’t been cleaned out in a 
month, and you don’t even know what day it is. It’s time you got your ducks in a row.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #4 
 

 

Word Relationships: Synonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
gather (v)  To bring together. 
collect (v)  To keep things of a certain kind. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
furious (adj)  Really mad. 
upset (adj)  Unhappy or disappointed. 
 

______________ angry  ______________  bothered 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: assess (v) 
Definition: To determine the value of 
something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: assume (v) 
Definition: To conclude without proof.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #5 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
work (n)  1. Effort. 
work (v)  2. To mold or shape.   
 

It took a lot of work ___ for the sculptor to pound and work ___ the clay into the shapes of the 
 
zoo animals. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

in      not   ________________________ 
 

  san(e)    health   ________________________ 
 

insane ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

i n s a n e  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________  Antonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expressions used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“Get your feet wet.” You’ve been sitting around, hoping for things to change. I think it’s time for 
you to get your feet wet. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #6 
 

 

Word Relationships: Antonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
lazy (adj)  Not willing to work. 
energetic (adj)  Full of  life and activity. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
exhausted (adj) Completely tired and in need of immediate rest.  
weary (adj)  Very tired. 
 
 tired   sleepy  ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: authority (n)  
Definition: The power to make important 
decisions.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: available (adj) 
Definition: Not busy or free to act. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #7 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
track (n)  1. A rough path or trail. 
track (v)  2. To follow something's progress or show its location.   
 
Smelling the little girl’s blanket, the bloodhound began to track ___ the scent of the missing 
 
girl past the school buildings and soccer field to the far end of the track ___.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: Write example words which include each word part. Then guess the part of speech 
and definition of the word formed from these word parts. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
dis      away   ________________________ 
 
  credit    belief   ________________________ 
 
discredit ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
d i s c r e d i t  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“did an about face.” After saying “No,” her parents did an about face and decided to let her go to 
the movies. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #8 
 

 

Word Relationships: Antonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
selfish (adj)  Not concerned for others or looking out for oneself. 
generous (adj)  Giving more than is due or expected. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
adore (v)  To love deeply. 
admire (v)  To respect and approve. 
 

______________ ______________  dislike   hate 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: benefit (v)  
Definition: To provide an advantage or 
something good. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: concept (n) 
Definition: A general idea or a plan. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #9 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ruler (n)  1. A tool for drawing straight lines and measuring length. 
ruler (n)  2. A person who governs. 
 
As the ruler ___ of his kingdom, the king wanted a beautiful throne. He designed the plans for 
 
his throne on graph paper, using a ruler ___to measure its length, width, and depth. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
en      in   ________________________ 
 
  dur(e)    hard   ________________________ 
 

endure ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

e n d u r e  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________  Synonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“put it on the backburner.” The class came up with two ideas. The students decided to focus on 
the first idea. When asked about the second idea, John said, “We put in on the backburner.” 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #10 
 

 

Word Relationships: Part to Whole 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
sole (n)  The underside of a shoe. 
slipper (n)  A light, comfortable shoe normally worn indoors. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
joyous (adj)  Full of happiness. 
elated (adj)  Extremely happy and proud.  
 
 ______________ ______________ happy   pleased 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: consist (v) 
Definition: To make up or form. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: constitute (v) 
Definition: To combine and make whole. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #11 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
rose (n)  1. A shrub with colorful flowers and prickly stems. 
rose (v)   2. Got up to one’s feet.   
 
The gardener rose ___ to greet the neighbor. Then he picked a beautiful red rose ___ to  
 
give to the lady. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
at      toward   ________________________ 
 
  tract    pull or drag  ________________________ 
 
attract ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
a t t r a c t  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________  Antonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“call it a day.” After raking all of the leaves in both the front and back yards, Mom said, “Whew, 
I’m tired. Let’s call it a day.” 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #12 
 

 

Word Relationships: Part to Whole 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
trunk (n)  The main stem of a tree. 
bark (n)  The outer protective layer of a tree. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
mumble (v)  To speak quietly in a way that is hard to understand. 
whisper (v)  To speak very softly for privacy. 
 
 ______________ ______________ shout   scream 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: context (n) 
Definition: The setting or background. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: contract (n) 
Definition: A written or spoken agreement. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #13 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
right (adj)   1. Something that is true or correct. 
right (n)  2. A legally protected liberty.   
 
Our nation’s Founding Fathers were right ___ to include the right___ to a jury trial in the Sixth 
 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
in       in or into  ________________________ 
  
  sist    to stand  ________________________ 
 

insist _________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

i n s i s t  (    ) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“egg on your face.” You made a bad choice and messed up. Now everyone knows and you’ve 
got egg on your face. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #14 
 

 

Word Relationships: Degree 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
distressed (adj) Physical or mental suffering. 
apprehensive (adj) Uneasy about something that might happen. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
scorching (adj) Very hot. 
lukewarm (adj) Slightly warm or at room temperature. 
 

______________  hot  ______________  cool 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: data (n) 
Definition: Facts and statistics collected to 
support conclusions. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: derive (v)  
Definition: To get from something else. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #15 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
match (n)   1. A sporting event between individuals or teams. 
match (v)  2. To pair or team one thing with another.   
 

The league officials tried to match ___ the skill levels of the teams to make sure that each soccer  
 
match ___ was fair. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

over    too much  ________________________ 
 

  act    do   ________________________ 
 

overact _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

o v e r a c t  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Similes (stated comparisons between two unlike things)  

 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this simile: 

“as white as a ghost.” What just happened? Are you okay? You look as white as a ghost? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #16 
 

 

Word Relationships: Degree 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
spicy (adj)  Seasoned or flavored with spice.  
mild (adj)  Not sharp or strong in flavor.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
sniffle (v)  To breathe in and out quickly and repeatedly. 
sob (v)   To cry noisily and without control. 
 

______________ ______________  giggle   laugh 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: distribute (n) 
Definition: To hand out or share. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: economy (n)  
Definition: A nation's wealth, business, and 
natural resources. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 87 

Vocabulary Worksheet #17 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
bright (adj)  1. Shining or full of light. 
bright (adj)  2. Intelligent and quick witted. 
 

Under the bright ___ camera lights, the bright ___ and talented team captain announced 
 

that she was traded to another team. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

mis      wrong   ________________________ 
 

  quot(e)    refer to   ________________________ 
 

misquote ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
m i s q u o t e  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Similes (stated comparisons between two unlike things)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this simile: 

“eats like a bird.” You have a good appetite and always finish your dinner, but your sister just 

eats like a bird. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #18 
 

 

Word Relationships: Item to Category 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
hurricane (n)  A tropical storm with high winds. 
weather (n)  The condition of the atmosphere at a certain time. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
obese (adj)  Extremely overweight. 
scrawny (adj)  Very thin and bony. 
 

______________  thin  overweight      ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: environment (n)  
Definition: The place where something 
lives. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: establish (v) 
Definition: To bring about or make 
permanent. 

   

 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #19 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
box (n)   1. Something with four sides, a bottom, and perhaps a lid. 
box (v)  2. To punch in a boxing match.   
 

From our ringside box ___ seats, we watch the champ box ___ the challenger for thirteen 
 

hard-fought rounds. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

sub      under   ________________________ 
 

  urb    city   ________________________ 
 

suburb ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

s u b u r b  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Similes (stated comparisons between two unlike things)  

 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this simile: 

“as plain as day.” The answer is “as plain as day” if you follow each direction.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #20 
 

 

Word Relationships: Item to Category 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
pudding (n)  A sweet creamy food made from flour, sugar, eggs, milk. 
dessert (n)  Something sweet served after dinner. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
dull (adj)  Not smart or interesting. 
fascinating (adj) Very interesting. 
 
 ______________ interesting  ______________  boring 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: estimate (n)   
Definition: A mathematical guess. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: evident (adj) 
Definition: Plain or obvious. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #21 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
block (n)   1. A large solid piece of material. 
block (v)  2. To get in the way or prevent something from happening. 
 
First one large block ___ of ice, then another even larger, broke off from the glacier. Now they 
 
block ___ the entrance to the harbor and ships can’t enter or leave. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
pre      before   ________________________ 
 
  dict    say   ________________________ 
 
predict _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
p r e d i c t  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this metaphor: 

“not an angel.” I know I’m not an angel, but I’m trying to be good and obey my parents. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #22 
 

 

Word Relationships: Character to Location 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
athlete (n)  Someone who plays sports.                
Olympics (n)  The international sports competition held every two years. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
recommend (v) To completely agree and advise others to do so. 
approve (v)  To agree with full support. 
 

______________ ______________ support  accept  
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: export (v)   
Definition: To send something to another 
country. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: factor (n) 
Definition: A condition or situation that 
brings about a result. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #23 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
bark (n)   1. The wood covering the trunk of a tree. 
bark (v)   2. To speak in a loud, mean voice.   
 
The dog owners placed bark ___ chips to cover the dirt in the dog run. The puppy would do  
 
nothing but bark ___ whenever he was placed in that dog run. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

inter    between    ________________________ 
 
  cept    to take hold  ________________________ 
 

intercept ______________________________________________________________________ 
      

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

i n t e r c e p t  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this metaphor: 

“heated argument.” We walked into the middle of a horrible, heated argument between our two 

friends. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #24 
 

 

Word Relationships: Character to Location 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
groom (n)  A man on his wedding day. 
wedding (n)  The ceremony in which two people are married. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
probable (adj)  Likely to happen. 
certain (adj)  Known for sure without any doubt. 
 
 ______________  sure  ______________  unlikely 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: finance (n) 
Definition: The management of money. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than…  
 

Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: formula (n) 
Definition: A standard way of doing 
something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than…  
 

Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #25 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
trip (v)   1. To stumble and lose balance. 
trip (n)  2. A journey from starting point to somewhere else and back again. 
 

If you take a trip ___ to the Canary Islands next summer, try not to trip ___ over your luggage  
 
this time in the airport ticket line.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

for(e)    in front of  ________________________ 
 

    ward  direction  ________________________ 
 

foreward ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

f o r e w a r d  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________  Antonym __________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this 

metaphor: “turned sour.” Their once beautiful friendship turned sour after the science project 

turned out so poorly. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #26 
 

 

Word Relationships: Object to its Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
broom (n)  A tool used to move dirt or litter. 
sweep (v)  To brush dirt or litter into a pile for collection. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
plead (v)  To beg or ask emotionally. 
request (v)  To ask politely. 
 
 ask  ______________  beg  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: function (v) 
Definition: To work or operate as intended. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: identify (v)  
Definition: To show who or what something 
is. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #27 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
star (n)   1. A celebrity or famous person. 
star (v)  2. To act as a main character or player in a film or play. 
 
We got a quick look at the star ___ before she walked into the theater. For her next movie she is  
 
signed to star ___ in a comedy. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

de      from   ________________________ 
 

  pend    hang   ________________________ 
 

depend _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

d e p e n d  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Imagery (descriptive language which especially appeals to the senses)  

 
Directions: Identify the imagery and explain how the language appeals to the senses in the 
following sentence: Shivers went down my spine as I turned the handle on the creaky door. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #28 
 

 

Word Relationships: Object to its Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
vehicle (n)  A motorized machine that moves people or things. 
transfer (v)  To move people and things from one place to another. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
master (n)  An expert in something. 
succeed (v)  To achieve a goal or result. 
 
 ______________ ______________ improve   try 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: income (n) 
Definition: Money earned and received on a 
regular basis. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: indicate (v)  
Definition: To show or point out. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 99 

Vocabulary Worksheet #29 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
roll (v)   1. To move something by turning it over and over.   
roll (n)  2. A long round shape. 
 
Their fathers used a roll ___ of duct tape to repair the tractor tire tubes. Their children loved to 
 
roll ___ down the grassy hills inside of these tubes. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  trans    across   ________________________ 
 

  port    carry   ________________________ 
 

transport ______________________________________________________________________ 
            

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

t r a n s p o r t  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Imagery (descriptive language which especially appeals to the senses)  

 
Directions: Identify the imagery and explain how the language appeals to the senses in the 
following sentence: The green plumb made my mouth pucker, so I reached for the iced tea. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #30 
 

 

Word Relationships: Source and its Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
bakery (n)  A place where bread, cakes, and sweets are made and sold. 
scones (n)  Small, lightly sweetened biscuits. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
dawn (n)  The first appearance of light before sunrise. 
twilight (n)  The period of soft light from sunset to dark. 
 

______________ noon   ______________ midnight 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: individual (n)  
Definition: A single separate person or 
thing. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: interpret (v) 
Definition: To explain the meaning of 
something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #31 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
rock (v)   1. To move gently from side to side. 
rock (n)  2. A large piece of stone.   
 
The campers placed their baby swing on a large flat rock ___ so that the swing would be able to  
 
rock ___ their child to sleep. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  super    higher in quality ________________________ 
 
    (i)or  a person who  ________________________ 
 

superior ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

s u p e r i o r  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Imagery (descriptive language which especially appeals to the senses)  

 
Directions: Identify the imagery and explain how the language appeals to the senses in the 
following sentence: The light of truth blinded me, so I decided to change my ways. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #32 
 

 

Word Relationships: Source and its Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
distress (n)  Extreme pain or worry. 
panic (n)  A sudden fearful response. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
courageous (adj) Brave and unafraid. 
cowardly (adj)  Fearful or lacking bravery. 
 
 ______________  afraid  brave        ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: involve (v) 
Definition: To bring in or make a part of.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: issue (n) 
Definition: A problem that requires 
discussion or action. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #33 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
punch (n)   1. A tool for making holes. 
punch (v)  2. To hit with one's fist.     
 
The carpenter set down the hole punch ___ on the workbench. Then he threw a punch ___ at the 
 
building plans in total frustration. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
semi      half   ________________________ 
 
  annu(al)   year   ________________________ 
 
semiannual ____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
s e m i a n n u a l  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 
Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, explain the meaning of this adage: “Do as I say, 
not as I do.” I caught my dad sneaking a cookie right after he told me that we had to wait for 
dessert to eat any more. He just looked at me and said, “Do as I say, not as I do.” 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Vocabulary Worksheet #34 
 

 

Word Relationships: Worker to Work 

  

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
captain (n)  The person in command of a ship or a plane. 
tugboat (n)  A small, powerful boat used for towing larger vessels. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
order (v)  To tell someone to do something. 
demand (v)  To ask boldly or urgently or to require or insist upon. 
 
 ______________ ______________      suggest   wish 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: labor (n) 
Definition: Hard, physical work. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: legal (adj) 
Definition: Something related to the law. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #35 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
play (n)   1. A dramatic work for the stage.  
play (v)  2. To participate in a game or sport.   
 
The three-act play ___ was about four children who play ___ video games instead of going to 
 
school. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
anti      against   ________________________ 
  
  dot(e)    give   ________________________ 
 
antidote _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
a n t i d o t e  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________  Synonym __________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, explain the meaning of this adage: “A ship in 
port is safe, but that is not what ships are built for.” You need to trust yourself and take some 
risks. A ship in port is safe, but that is not what ships are built for. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #36 
 

 

Word Relationships: Worker to Work 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
criminal (n)  A person involved in a crime. 
prison (n)  A place where people are held as a punishment for their crimes. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
deny (v)  To challenge the truth or not allow. 
refuse (v)  To turn down or not accept. 
 
 ______________ ______________  allow   support 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: legislate (v)  
Definition: To make laws. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: major (adj)   
Definition: Something serious or important. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #37 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ring (v)   1. To surround in a circle. 
ring (n)  2. Jewelry shaped in a circle.   
 
Each college professor wore his or her school ring ___ as they formed a ring___ around the  
 
retiring university president. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  mid    middle   ________________________ 
 
  term    end   ________________________ 
 
midterm ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
m i d t e r m  (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this adage: “A picture is 
worth a thousand words.” I didn’t believe you until I saw it myself. A picture is worth a thousand 
words. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #38 
 

 

Word Relationships: Problem to Solution 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
dishonor (n)  Shame. 
respect (n)  Something or someone seen as worthy or of high value. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
encourage (v)  To support and motivate.  
inspire (v)  To motivate someone to creative effort. 
 
 ______________  cheer  ______________    comfort 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: method (n) 
Definition: A special way to do something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: occur (v)  
Definition: To happen or take place. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #39 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
park (n)   1. A public garden or play area. 
park (v)  2. To place a vehicle into proper position before turning off its motor. 
 

I find it easier to walk to the park ___ instead of trying to find a place to park ___ my car.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  under    less than or beneath ________________________ 
 

  stat(e)    position  ________________________ 
 

understate _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

u n d e r s t a t e  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Alliteration (repetition of beginning consonant sounds)  

 
Directions: Identify the words using alliteration in the following sentence: Lately I’ve been 
thinking how lucky Louis and Linda really are.   
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #40 
 

 

Word Relationships: Problem to Solution 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 

infection (n)  An illness caused by bad bacteria. 
antibiotics (n)  Medicine that destroys or slows the spread of germs. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
approximate (adj) Close to but not the actual amount . 
accurate (adj)  Exact or correct. 
 
 exact  ______________  ______________  close 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: percent (n) 
Definition: A part of every hundred. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: period (n) 
Definition: A certain length of time or 
history. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #41 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
mean (n)   1. The middle point between two ends or numbers. 
mean (adj)  2. Not nice.   
 

Because I missed all the problems on my math test, my mean ___ teacher made me complete 100  
 
extra problems in which I had to find the mean ___ between two numbers. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  audi    hear   ________________________ 
 

    tion  process or result ________________________ 
 

audition ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

a u d i t i o n  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Alliteration (repetition of beginning consonant sounds)  

 
Directions: Identify the words using alliteration in the following sentence: He had a hard time 
hanging on the hope that his father would return as he promised. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #42 
 

 

Word Relationships: Defining Characteristic 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
commercial (n) A radio or television message that sells a product or service. 
advertise (v)  To use radio, television, or other media to sell a product or service. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ancient (adj)  Of or belonging to the very distant past. 
modern (adj)    Of or relating to the present. 
 

______________  old   new                 ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: policy (n) 
Definition: A plan or standard way of doing 
things. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: principle (adj) 
Definition: A basic idea, belief, or value. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #43 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
light (adj)   1. Not weighing very much. 
light (adj)  2. A shade of color that is not dark.   
 
We each carried ten of the light ___ packages up the stairs to the office. Each package was  
 
carefully wrapped in light ___ green packing paper. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

tri      three   ________________________ 
 

  dent    tooth   ________________________ 
 

trident ________________________________________________________________________ 
      

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

t r i d e n t  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Alliteration (repetition of beginning consonant sounds)  

 
Directions: Identify the words using alliteration in the following sentence: Since Suzanne left, 
Cindy saw how much her friend had helped. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #44 
 

 

Word Relationships: Defining Characteristic 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
comedy (n)  Entertainment intended to make an audience laugh. 
humor (n)  The ability to be funny and make people laugh. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
appropriate (adj) Correct for or good for the situation. 
fitting (adj)  Exactly right for the situation. 
 
 ______________ ______________ acceptable  unsatisfactory 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: proceed (v)  
Definition: To move ahead. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: process (v)  
Definition: To deal with or figure out. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #45 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
fall (n)   1. The season after summer and before winter. 
fall (v)  2. To drop to the ground. 
 
My favorite season has to be fall ___. I love watching the leaves on our maple tree turn dark red  
 
and then fall ___ from their branches onto our driveway. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

ex      out of   ________________________ 
 
  claim    shout   ________________________ 
 

exclaim _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

e x c l a i m  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Proverbs (practical truths based upon common sense or experience)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, explain the meaning of this proverb: “One rotten 

apple spoils the whole barrel.” Your teammate’s poor attitude made the basketball games less 

fun. It’s true that one rotten apple spoils the whole barrel. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #46 
 

 

Word Relationships: Lack of to Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
calories (n)  An amount of energy provided by food. 
nutrition (n)  The study of diet and health. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
gulp (v)  To take in food or drink quickly in large mouthfuls. 
sip (v)   To drink in small amounts. 
 

______________ swallow  ______________  chug 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: require (v) 
Definition: To make necessary for a special 
purpose. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: research (n) 
Definition: Careful investigation and study 
of some area of knowledge. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #47 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
bowl (v)   1. To knock over with a ball. 
bowl (n)  2. A deep dish used for storing food. 
 
At the carnival I tossed a quarter into the top bowl ___ and won a prize. At the next game booth,  
 
I tried to bowl  ___ over five pins with a softball, but I only knocked over four. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

a      not   ________________________ 
 
  void    empty   ________________________ 
 

avoid _________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

a v o i d  (    ) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Proverbs (practical truths based upon common sense or experience)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this proverb: “An ounce 

of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”  It’s always best to prepare for the worst reactions. Like 

my mother says, “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #48 
 

 

Word Relationships: Lack of to Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
manners (n)  Polite, good behavior. 
courtesy (n)  Politeness in attitude and behavior. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
counterfeit (adj) A copy of something valuable meant to trick or steal. 
phony (adj)  Fake or not the real thing. 
 
 ______________ ______________  copy   real 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: respond (v) 
Definition: To reply or answer. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: role (n) 
Definition: An actor's part in a play or 
movie. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #49 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
mouse (n) 1. A small rodent with large ears, a pointy nose, and a long tail. 
mouse (n) 2. A tool used to move the cursor on a computer. 
 
I scrolled the mouse ___ over the image of the mouse ___ chewing on a huge piece of cheddar  
 
cheese. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  post    after   ________________________ 
 
  pon(e)    put   ________________________ 
 

postpone ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

p o s t p o n e  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Proverbs (practical truths based upon common sense or experience)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, explain the meaning of this proverb: “All work 

and no play make Jack a dull boy.”  You need to take a break from your work once in a while. 

After all, all work and no play make Jack a dull boy.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #50 
 

 

Word Relationships: Tool to Worker 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
blacksmith (n)  Someone who uses fire, a hammer, and an anvil to shape iron into tools. 
fire (n)   A mix of oxygen and fuel that creates burning. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
cooperate (v)  To work with others to achieve a common goal. 
reject (v)  To refuse to accept. 
 
 ______________ allow          support     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: section (n) 
Definition: A piece or part of a whole. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: sector (n) 
Definition: An area or region that is separate 
from others. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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 Vocabulary Worksheet #51 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
train (n)   1. A series of railcars pulled by a locomotive. 
train (v)  2. To prepare or instruct.   
 
On a recent train ___ trip, the conductor took the opportunity to train ___ the ticket-takers about 
 
how to deal with difficult passengers. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

di      two   ________________________ 
 
  sect    cut   ________________________ 
 

dissect ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

d i s s e c t  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Onomatopoeia (words spelled like their objects or actions sound) 
 

Directions: Identify the word using onomatopoeia in the following sentence: The doctor told 
him to gargle with warm salt water to relieve the pain of his sore throat. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #52 
 

 

Word Relationships: Tool to Worker 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
sculptor (n)  An artist who shapes or molds works of art. 
chisel (n)  A metal tool to cut or shape. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
argue (v)  To give evidence or reasons in support of an idea. 
chat (v)  To talk in person or online. 
 
 ______________ discuss   talk  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: significant (adj) 
Definition: Important or worthy of attention. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: similar (adj) 
Definition: Being the same or close to the 
same as something or someone else.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #53 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
does (n)   1. A group of female deer. 
does (v)   2. To perform or do (third person singular present).     
 
The cute little fawns stayed close to the does ___. I wonder if the buck does ___ visit them 
 
sometimes. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

e      out or away  ________________________ 
 
  merge     dip or dive  ________________________ 
 
emerge _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
e m e r g e  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Onomatopoeia (words spelled like their objects or actions sound) 
 

Directions: Identify the word using onomatopoeia in the following sentence: Walking barefoot 
in the park, she squished the dropped banana between her toes. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #54 
 

 

Word Relationships: Cause-Effect 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
tragedy (n)  An event causing terrible suffering, damage, or destruction. 
depression (n)  Sadness and hopelessness that lasts for a long period of time. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
gobble (v)  To eat quickly and noisily. 
nibble (v)  To take small bites. 
 

______________  taste  eat  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: source (n) 
Definition: The place where something 
begins. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: specific (adj) 
Definition: Something clearly defined, 
detailed, or identified. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #55 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
wind (v)   1. To move or twist into a spiral. 
wind (n)  2. Air in motion. 
 
The pitcher began to wind ___ up for his next pitch. He released the ball, but it caught the 
 
wind ___ and fell away from the plate for Ball Four. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
ab      from or off  ________________________ 
 
  rupt    break   ________________________ 
  
abrupt ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
a b r u p t  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Onomatopoeia (words spelled like their objects or actions sound) 
 

Directions: Identify the words using onomatopoeia in the following sentence: The bacon and 
sausages sizzle on the stove while the cinnamon rolls bake in the oven. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #56 
 

 

Word Relationships: Cause-Effect 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
misbehavior (n) Willfully breaking the rules. 
suspension (n)  Removal for a specific length of time. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
neglect (v) To fail to care for or look after. 
notice (v) To observe or perceive. 
 

see  ______________  ignore  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: structure (n)  
Definition: A building or object constructed 
from smaller parts. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: theory (n) 
Definition: A general idea developed by a 
proven hypothesis. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 127 

Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Grading the Vocabulary Worksheets 

 

 The Vocabulary Worksheets require some responses which have correct answers and 
some which permit a variety of responses.  

 
The best approach to grading is to award points for correct answers for these components: the 

Multiple Meaning Words sentence(s); the Language Resource syllable divisions, accent 
placements, and part of speech, as well as the definitions, Synonyms, Antonyms, or Inflected 

Forms; the Word Relationships context clue sentence; and the vocabulary word placements on 
the Connotation Spectrum.  
 

Award points for any reasonable answers for these components: the Greek and Latin Word Parts 
section, the interpretation or explanation of the Figures of Speech, and the descriptions of the 

two Academic Language Words. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #1 

brief: 1, 2; un/á/ble (n); The word unable means not able to do something. 

“A lot on my plate” means you have a lot of things to do. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #2 
big-huge-enormous-colossal 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #3 
staff: 2, 1; re/sént (v); The word resent means to feel upset about how you have been treated. 

“Get your ducks in a row” means to get organized and prepared. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #4 
furious-angry-upset-bothered 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #5 
work: 1, 2; in/sáne (adj); The word insane means a mental illness. 

“Get your feet wet” means to try something new. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #6 
tired-sleepy-weary-exhausted 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #7 
track: 2, 1; dis/cré/dit (v); The word discredit means to not believe someone or something. 

“Did an about face” means to change your mind about something. 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #8 
adore-admire-dislike-hate 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #9 
ruler: 2, 1; en/dúre (v); The word endure means to handle something difficult. 
“Put it on the backburner” means to delay action until a later time. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #10 
elated-joyous-happy-pleased 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #11 
rose: 2, 1; at/tráct (v); The word attract means to pull in or toward.  

To “call it a day” means to finish or stop until a later time. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #12 
whisper-mumble-shout-scream 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #13 
right: 1, 2; in/síst (v); The word insist means to not take no for an answer. 

To have “egg on your face” means to be embarrassed. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #14 
scorching-hot-lukewarm-cool 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #15 
match: 2, 1; o/ver/áct (v); The word overact means to exaggerate or to try too hard. 

To be “as white as a ghost” means to be frightened to the extreme. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #16 
sob-sniffle-giggle-laugh 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #17 
bright: 1, 2; mis/quóte (v); The word misquote means to take or use someone’s words the wrong 

way. Someone who “eats like a bird” means that the person eats very little or is picky about what 

is eaten. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #18 
scrawny-thin-overweight-obese 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #19 
box: 1, 2; súb/urb (n); The word suburb means the areas people live in outside a city. 

To be “as plain as day” means to be very clear. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #20 
fascinating-interesting-dull-boring 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #21 
block: 1, 2; pre/díct (v); The word predict means to make a guess about something before it 
happens. 
Someone described as “not an angel” is someone who behaves poorly. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #22 
recommend-approve-support-accept 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #23 
bark: 1, 2; in/ter/cépt (v); The word intercept means to take possession of something before it 
reaches its destination. 
A “heated argument” compares rising temperatures to an angry argument. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #24  
certain-sure-probable-unlikely 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #25 
trip: 2, 1; fóre/ward (adv); The word forward means the direction that one is facing.  

Something that “turned sour” compares something gone wrong to something with a sour taste.  

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #26 
ask-request-beg-plead 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #27 
star: 1, 2; de/pénd (v); The word depend means to rely on another for assistance. 
The imagery of “Shivers” appeals to the sense of touch and “creaky” appeals to the sense of 
sound. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #28 
master-succeed-improve-try 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #29 
roll: 2, 1; tráns/port (v); The word transport means to carry something from one place to another. 

The imagery of “pucker” and “iced tea” appeals to the sense of taste. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #30 
dawn-noon-twilight-midnight 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #31 
rock: 2, 1; su/pér/i/or (n); The word superior means a person of higher rank or authority. 

The imagery of “light” and “blinded” appeals to the sense of sight. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #32 
cowardly-afraid-brave-courageous 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #33 
punch: 1, 2; sem/i/án/nu/al (adj); The word semiannual means twice per year. 
“Do as I say, not as I do” means to obey someone even though that someone may wrongly do 

that same thing. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #34 
require-demand-suggest-wish 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #35 
play: 1, 2; án/ti/dote (n); The word antidote means the medicine taken to counteract a poison. 

“A ship in port is safe, but that is not what ships are built for” means that you need to take risks. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #36 
deny-refuse-allow-support 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #37 
ring: 2, 1; míd/term (n); The word midterm means the midpoint of a period of time. 

“A picture is worth a thousand words” means that it is easier to understand something seen rather 

than heard. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #38 
inspire-cheer-encourage-comfort 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #39 
park: 1, 2; ún/der/state (v); The word understate means to describe something as being less 

important than it actually is. 

Answers: “Lately”… “lucky Louis” … “Linda” 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #40 
exact-accurate-approximate-close 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #41 
mean: 2, 1; au/dí/tion (n); The word audition means to watch or listen to someone try out for a 

role or part. 

Answers: “He”… “hard”… “hanging”… “hope” 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #42 
ancient-old-new-modern 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #43 
light: 1, 2; trí/dent (n); The word trident means a three-pronged spear. 

Answers: “Since Suzanne”… “Cindy saw” 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #44 
fitting- appropriate-acceptable-unsatisfactory 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #45 
fall: 1, 2; ex/cláim (v); The word exclaim means to shout out. 

“One rotten apple spoils the whole barrel” means that something or someone that is bad will 

negatively affect the rest. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #46 
sip-swallow-gulp-chug 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #47 
bowl: 2, 1; a/vóid (v); The word avoid means to keep away from. 
“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure” means that good preparation limits mistakes 

and problems later. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #48 
counterfeit-phony-copy-real 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #49 
mouse: 2, 1; post/póne (v); The word postpone means to put something off until a later time. 

“All work and no play make Jack a dull boy” means that it important to have a balance of work 

and play. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #50 
reject-allow-support-cooperate 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #51 
train: 1, 2; dis/séct (v); The word dissect means to cut something in two.  

Answer: “gargle” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #52 
argue-discuss-talk-chat 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #53 
does: 1, 2; e/mérge (v); The word emerge means to move out into the open. 
Answer: “squished” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #54 
nibble-taste-eat-gobble 

  

Vocabulary Worksheet #55 
wind: 1, 2; ab/rúpt (adv); The word abrupt means a sudden or unexpected break. 

Answer: “sizzle” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #56 
see-notice-ignore-neglect 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #1 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
page (n)  1. One side of a sheet of paper. 
page (v)  2. To call one’s name to come forward. 
 
I saw our name listed on the second page ___ of the reservations, but the hostess never did  
 
page ___ us to sit down. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Word 
 

  nomin    name   ________________________ 
 

    ee  receiver  ________________________ 
 

nominee ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
n o m i n e e  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“pins and needles.” She was waiting on pins and needles to find out if she won the contest. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #2 
 

 

Word Relationships: Synonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
worried (adj)  Showing stress or concern. 
anxious (adj)  Feeling nervous about something soon to happen. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ordinary (adj)  Common or nothing special. 
exceptional (adj) Rare or extremely special. 
 
 ______________ unusual  different ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: vary (v) 
Definition: To make one thing different 
from another. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: achieve (v) 
Definition: To reach or gain. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #3 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
sign (n)  1. A notice or poster that communicates information. 
sign (v)  2. To write one's signature. 
 
The graphic designer asked me to sign ___ the bill for her services after she produced the  
 
colorful sign ___ I had requested. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  dec    ten   ________________________ 
 
    ade  action or process ________________________ 
 
decade _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
d e c a d e  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“Don’t spread yourself too thin.” You are already working two jobs, volunteering as a football 
coach, and tutoring your brother. You can’t add on anymore. Don’t spread yourself too thin.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #4 
 

 

Word Relationships: Synonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
skeptical (adj)  Questioning what's commonly accepted. 
doubtful (adj)  Feeling unsure about something. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
annoy (v)  To upset over a period of time. 
irritate (v)  To make one angry or impatient. 
 
 trouble  ______________  bother  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: acquire (v) 
Definition: To gain or take ownership. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: administer (v) 
Definition: To manage or direct. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #5 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
tear (v)  1. To pull apart into pieces. 
tear (n)  2. A hole or rip in some material.   
 

She helped me tear ___ open the birthday presents and then stick two of the bows over the 
 
tear ___ in the couch. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  aqua(e)   water   ________________________ 
 

  duct    carry   ________________________ 
 

aqueduct ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

a q u e d u c t  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expressions used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“talk down to.” Most experts advise parents not to talk down to their children. Treating children 
with dignity and respect will produce better results and keep open communication. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #6 
 

 

Word Relationships: Antonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
violent (adj)  Using force to injure, damage, or kill. 
peaceful (adj)  Calm or undisturbed. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
passive (adj)  Not active or controlling. 
dynamic (adj)  Full of energy. 
 
 ______________  active   ______________  lazy 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: affect (v)  
Definition: To influence or change. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: appropriate (adj) 
Definition: Suitable or right for the situation. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 138 

Vocabulary Worksheet #7 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
lead (n)  1. A soft, bright, and silvery metal. 
lead (v)  2. To be or go first.   
 
Mary found out that her grandmother’s china plates were made with lead ___ paint, and Mary 
 
had to lead ___ a sad discussion with Gram about how it wasn’t safe to eat off of her plates.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: Write example words which include each word part. Then guess the part of speech 
and definition of the word formed from these word parts. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
op      against   ________________________ 
 
  pos(e)    put   ________________________ 
 
oppose _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
o p p o s e  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“broken heart.” The young man is suffering from a broken heart. He heard the news that his 
girlfriend was not in love with him. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #8 
 

 

Word Relationships: Antonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
success (n)  Achievement of a goal. 
failure (n)  Not achieving or falling short of a goal. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
blizzard (n)  A severe snowstorm. 
drizzle (n)  Light rain in fine, misty drops. 
 

______________ snowstorm  rain  ______________   
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: aspect (n)  
Definition: A specific part or feature of 
something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: assist (v) 
Definition: To help or aid another. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #9 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
plain (n)  1. Simple, undecorated. 
plain (n)  2. A large flat area with few trees.     
 
In the middle of the huge empty plain ___, a bright red barn and a shiny silver silo stood next to 
 
a plain ___ white farmhouse with smoke curling out of a single chimney.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  mov    move   ________________________ 
 
    er  one who  ________________________ 
 

mover ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

m o v e r  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Similes (stated comparisons between two unlike things)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this simile: 
“as busy as a bee” The boy just finished cleaning his room, and now he is taking out the trash. 
His friend called to ask him to play, but he can’t. He is just as busy as a bee. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #10 
 

 

Word Relationships: Part to Whole 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
kilometer (n)  A unit of measurement equal to 1,000 meters. 
meter (n)  A unit of measurement equal to 100 centimeters. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
cheap (adj)  Costing little money. 
expensive (adj) Costing a lot of money. 
 
 free  ______________  costly  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: category (v) 
Definition: A group or class sharing certain 
characteristics. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: chapter (n) 
Definition: An important division of a book 
identified by number or title. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #11 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
pitcher (n)  1. A large container for holding and pouring liquids. 
pitcher (n)   2. The baseball player who throws the ball to the catcher.   
 
The pitcher ___ on the mound stared down the batter and looked for the catcher’s sign. After the  
 
game he would be slowly pouring a pitcher  ___ of ice water over his aching elbow. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  dei    God   ________________________ 
 
    ty  condition or quality ________________________ 
 
deity _________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
d e i t y  (    ) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Similes (stated comparisons between two unlike things)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this simile: 
“as quick as lightning” That track star is as quick as lightning. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #12 
 

 

Word Relationships: Part to Whole 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
constellation (n) A group of stars forming a recognizable pattern. 
galaxy (n)  A massive system of stars, gas, and dust held together by gravity. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
motivate (v)  To spur someone into action. 
inspire (v)  To stimulate a person to be creative. 
 

______________ ______________ encourage  support 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: commission (n) 
Definition: A group of people with a task to 
accomplish. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: community (n) 
Definition: People living in the same area 
with something in common. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #13 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
batter (v)   1. To pound heavily and repeatedly. 
batter (n)  2. A thick mixture of flour, eggs, and water used in cooking.   
 
First, the cook had to spice and batter ___ the huge slabs of beef to tenderize the meat. Next, she  
 
turned her attention to mixing the cake batter ___ for our dessert. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  geo    earth   ________________________ 
  
    (o)logy  the study of  ________________________ 
 

geology _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

g e o l o g y  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Similes (stated comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this simile: 
“as clear as a bell.” The answer to her question was as clear as a bell to me. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #14 
 

 

Word Relationships: Degree 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
observe (v)  To notice or pay special attention to something. 
stalk (v)  To watch or follow while hidden. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
fragile (adj)  Delicate or easy to break. 
durable (adj)  Sturdy and built to last. 
 
 ______________ breakable  ______________  solid  
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: complex (adj) 
Definition: Complicated with many parts. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: conclude (v)  
Definition: To bring to an end. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #15 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
strike (n)   1. A sudden military attack. 
strike (v)  2. To hit or deliver a blow.   
 

The general decided to strike ___ the enemy shortly after sunset. The sudden strike ___  
 
completely surprised the opposing force and they quickly surrendered. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  geno    a group of people ________________________ 
 

    cide  killing   ________________________ 
 

genocide ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

g e n o c i d e  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this 
metaphor: “a blanket of snow.” Once the temperature dropped below freezing, it began to snow. 
Soon a blanket of snow covered the chilly streets, fields, and yards of our neighborhood. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #16 
 

 

Word Relationships: Degree 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
necessary (adj) Something important needed to complete a job. 
essential (adj)  Something absolutely required to complete a job. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
strange (adj)  Unusual or very different. 
weird (adj)  Not normal. 
 

______________ ______________ different  usual 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: conduct (n) 
Definition: The way a person behaves. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: consequence (n)  
Definition: The result or effect of an action. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #17 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
present (n)  1. Something given as a gift. 
present (v)  2. To give something to someone. 
 

Anisa and Sal wanted to present ___ their thank-you present ___ to their teacher before she went 
 

on maternity leave, but the baby arrived unexpectedly early and the teacher left a week early. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  cred    belief   ________________________ 
 

    ible  able    ________________________ 
 

credible _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
c r e d i b l e  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this 
metaphor: “heart of stone.” I told you not to bother asking for mercy. That woman has a heart of 
stone.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #18 
 

 

Word Relationships: Item to Category 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
senate (n)  Elected officials representing the interests of a state or voters. 
legislature (n)  A governing group that makes laws. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
expedition (n)  A well-planned journey meant to accomplish a goal. 
journey (n)  The act of traveling from one place to another for a purpose. 
 

______________ exploration  ______________  trip 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: construct (v)  
Definition: To build or assemble something. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: consume (v) 
Definition: To use up completely. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 150 

Vocabulary Worksheet #19 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
pound (n)   1. A unit of measurement equal to 16 ounces. 
pound (v)  2. To beat heavily and repeatedly.   
 

She took out a pound ___ of butter from the refrigerator, and then she began to pound ___ that 
 

butter into the flour and salt. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  tempor    time   ________________________ 
 

    ary  a condition of  ________________________ 
 

temporary _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

t e m p o r a r y  (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this metaphor: 
“bubbly personality.” No one would say she had a bubbly personality. She was quiet, shy, and 
had no real close friends.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #20 
 

 

Word Relationships: Item to Category 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
villain (n)  The bad or evil character. 
character (n)  A major or minor player in a novel, play, or movie. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ally (n)   A person who cooperates with and helps another. 
rival (n)  A person who competes with and tries to defeat another. 
 
 ______________ friend   ______________  enemy 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: credit (n)   
Definition: Recognizing something done 
well. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: culture (n) 
Definition: The arts and customs of a group 
of people. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #21 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
patient (n)   1. Someone receiving medical treatment. 
patient (adj)  2. Enduring delays, problems, or suffering without complaint. 
 
The doctor’s patient ___ sat for over an hour in the waiting room. He began to get angry and 
 
decided to discuss the delay with his doctor. He was not the most patient ___ man. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
sup      under   ________________________ 
 
  ply    bend   ________________________ 
 
supply ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
s u p p l y  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Imagery (descriptive language which especially appeals to the senses)  

 
Directions: Identify the imagery and explain how the language appeals to the senses in the 
following sentence: The sickening scent of the sanitary landfill made everyone gag. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #22 
 

 

Word Relationships: Character to Location 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
monarch (n)  A king or queen who inherits the authority to rule.                
throne (n)  A large, fancy chair upon which a king or queen sits. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
cruel (adj)  Willfully causing pain and suffering. 
ruthless (adj)  Having no pity or compassion. 
 

______________ ______________ mean   unfriendly 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: design (v)   
Definition: To create or plan. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: distinct (adj) 
Definition: Different or separate. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #23 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
lean (n)   1. Without extra weight or fat. 
lean (v)   2. To tilt or prop up against something for support.   
 
The lean ___ cowboys in their chaps and spurs get off their fat ponies to inspect the broken  
 
fence. They repair the fence and then lean ___ against their finished work for a quick rest. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

mono      one   ________________________ 
 
  lith    stone   ________________________ 
 

monolith ______________________________________________________________________ 
      

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

m o n o l i t h  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Imagery (descriptive language which especially appeals to the senses)  

 
Directions: Identify the imagery and explain how the language appeals to the senses in the 
following sentence: The sour apple made my mouth pucker and my taste buds tingle. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #24 
 

 

Word Relationships: Character to Location 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
cadaver (n)  A corpse used for medical training 
morgue (n)  A place where bodies are kept for identification. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
insult (v)  To rudely attack someone’s honor, actions, or statements. 
offend (v)  To make someone feel angry or hurt. 
 
 ______________ ______________ accept    praise 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: element (n) 
Definition: An important part of something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: equate (v) 
Definition: To make or consider equal. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #25 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
race (n)   1. A group of humans classified by geography, culture, or skin color. 
race (v)  2. To compete with others to see who is fastest. 
 

Two students race ___ in the annual Turkey Trot. Although from completely different  
 

backgrounds, the two winners are best friends. Language, race ___, or religion may separate  
 

some people, but not these best of friends. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  equ    equal   ________________________ 
 

    ate  belonging to  ________________________ 
 

equate ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

e q u a t e  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Imagery (descriptive language which especially appeals to the senses)  
 

Directions: Identify the imagery and explain how the language appeals to the senses in the 
following sentence: No one could sleep once the car alarm rang out in the dead of night. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #26 
 

 

Word Relationships: Object to its Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
veil (n)   A piece of fine material used to cover the face. 
conceal (n)  To hide from view. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
confuse (adj)  To make something difficult to understand. 
comprehend (adj) To understand in detail. 
 
 ______________ puzzle  understand  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: evaluate (v) 
Definition: To determine the value or worth  
of something. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: feature (n)  
Definition: An important characteristic of 
something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #27 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
coast (n)   1. The land alongside the sea. 
coast (v)  2. To move easily without using power. 
 
They rode their bicycles along the coast ___ route through green hills and over narrow bridges.  
 
Riders love to coast ___ down the steepest of hills. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  trib    give   ________________________ 
 

    ute  result of  ________________________ 
 

tribute ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

t r i b u t e  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this adage: “Many hands 
make light work.” We do have a lot of weeds to pull, but there are four of us to do the chore. I 
guess we’ll find out if many hands make light work. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #28 
 

 

Word Relationships: Object to its Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
brake (v)  To slow down a moving vehicle. 
cease (v)  To stop or bring to an end. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
intellectual (n)  Someone who has and uses knowledge. 
genius (n)  Someone who is exceptionally intelligent or creative. 
 
 idiot   fool  ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: final (adj) 
Definition: The last part in a series. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: focus (v)  
Definition: To center or direct one's 
attention. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #29 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
fire (n)   1. The flame, heat, and  light of something burning. 
fire (v)  2. To shoot a gun or other weapon.   
 
The soldiers fire ___ their weapons on the shooting range to practice their accuracy. At night  
 
they sit around the fire ___, bragging about who is the best shot. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

hypo      under   ________________________ 
 

  thesis    idea   ________________________ 
 

hypothesis ____________________________________________________________________ 
            

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

h y p o t h e s i s  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, explain the meaning of this adage: “Too many 
cooks in the kitchen.” Not everyone in your group can be the boss. I think you have too many 
cooks in the kitchen. Why not let Hector make the decisions on this project? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #30 
 

 

Word Relationships: Source and its Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
exercise (n)  Physical activity to help one get in better shape. 
fitness (n)  Healthy and in good physical condition. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
rookie (n)  Someone without experience. 
veteran (n)  Someone with a lot of experience in something. 
 

beginner ______________  ______________  expert 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: impact (v)  
Definition: To have a strong effect on 
someone or something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: injure (v) 
Definition: To cause physical harm or 
damage to someone or something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #31 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
face (v)   1. To confront or deal with directly. 
face (n)  2. The main or front surface of a thing.   
 
The face ___ of the huge boulder was smooth, so the rock climber had to face ___ some  
 
real challenges as she began her climb. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  par    equal   ________________________ 
 
  don    give   ________________________ 
 

pardon _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

p a r d o n  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, explain the meaning of this adage: “Better safe 
than sorry.” It only takes a bit more time to check your work in math. Better safe than sorry, I 
always say. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #32 
 

 

Word Relationships: Source and its Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
volcano (n)  An open mountain from which molten rock, magma, and ash have come. 
lava (n)  The molten rock ejected from a volcano. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
permanent (adj) Not changing or staying as is. 
eternal (adj)  Lasting forever. 
 

limited   lasting  ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: institute (v) 
Definition: To put into place or begin.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: invest (v) 
Definition: To spend money in order to get a 
profit in return. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #33 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
fit (adj)   1. Suitable for a specific purpose. 
fit (v)  2. To make into the right shape and size.     
 
The couple seemed like a great fit ___. Both Mandy and Michael had to fit ___ together their  
 
work schedules to make their relationship work. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
col      with   ________________________ 
 
  lapse    fall   ________________________ 
 
collapse ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
c o l l a p s e  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Alliteration (repetition of beginning consonant sounds)  

 
Directions: Identify the words using alliteration in the following sentence: Summer seemed such 
a simple time with days full of play and relaxation. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #34 
 

 

Word Relationships: Worker to Work 

  

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
pharmacist (n)  A medical professional trained to mix and sell medicine. 
prescription (n) A doctor’s written instruction to provide medicine for a patient. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words  Definitions 
professional (n) or (adj) Someone paid for their abilities, experience, or education. 
amateur (n) or (adj)  Someone lacking experience or not paid for their participation. 
 
 ______________ expert   skilled           ______________  
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: item (n) 
Definition: An object or certain thing. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: journal (n) 
Definition: A daily record of a person's 
experiences. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #35 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
capital (n)   1. A city or town in which the government is located.  
capital (n)  2. Money or other objects of value able to be invested.   
 
The investors just did not have enough capital ___ to buy the basketball team and then build  
  
a new arena in the capital ___ city. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  amphi(b)   both   ________________________ 
  
    ian  belonging to  ________________________ 
 
amphibian _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
a m p h i b i a n  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Alliteration (repetition of beginning consonant sounds)  

 
Directions: Identify the words using alliteration in the following sentence: Should we show what 
she was trying to achieve in her painting? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #36 
 

 

Word Relationships: Worker to Work 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
minister (n)  A person who performs religious duties in a church. 
church (n)  A place of public religious worship. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
destroy (v)  To ruin completely. 
create (v)  To bring something into existence. 
 
 ______________ begin   ruin  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: maintain (v)  
Definition: To guard or keep going. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: normal (adj)   
Definition: Something in proper or usual 
working condition. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #37 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
key (adj)   1. Something important or the main idea. 
key (n)  2. The metal tool used to open a lock.   
 
The key ___ point of his home safety lecture was to avoid hiding a house key ___ under a  
 
potted plant on the front porch. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  tele    far   ________________________ 
 
  phon(e)   sound   ________________________ 
 
telephone _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
t e l e p h o n e  (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Alliteration (repetition of beginning consonant sounds)  

 
Directions: Identify the words using alliteration in the following sentence: The chugging choo-
choo climbed up the steep mountain, churning out white puffs of smoke. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #38 
 

 

Word Relationships: Problem to Solution 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
illness (n)  A sickness or disease. 
medicine (n)  A substance used to treat sickness or disease. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
jagged (adj)  Having a rough or uneven sharpness.  
blunt (adj)  Having a thick or rounded edge. 
 
 dull  ______________  ______________  sharp 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: obtain (v) 
Definition: To gain possession. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: participate (v)  
Definition: To contribute or take part. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 170 

Vocabulary Worksheet #39 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
odd (adj)   1. Unusual or different from what is expected. 
odd (adj)  2. Happening rarely. 
 

On the odd ___ chance that you happened to see her, please tell her how odd ___ I still feel about  
 
our last conversation. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  sign    mark   ________________________ 
 

    al  relating to  ________________________ 
 

signal ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

s i g n a l  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Proverbs (practical truths based upon common sense or experience)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, explain the meaning of this proverb: “Good 
things come to those who wait.”  We could eat the cookies now or after they’ve cooled down a 
bit. I guess good things come to those who wait, but I am starved!   
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #40 
 

 

Word Relationships: Problem to Solution 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
drought (n)  A long period of little rainfall. 
precipitation (n) Rain, sleet, or snow. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
shallow (adj)  Having some, but not much depth. 
superficial (adj) At the surface level. 
 
 ______________ ______________ deep   bottomless  
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: perceive (v) 
Definition: To understand or become aware 
of. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: positive (adj) 
Definition: Showing hope or confidence. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #41 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
iron (v)   1. To smooth out wrinkles in fabric. 
iron (n)  2. A hard, heavy, magnetic, silver-gray metal.   
 

Tom used twenty pound iron ___ weights to build up his muscles. After his weightlifting, Tom 
 

will have to iron ___ his shirt and press his pants to wear to work. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  poly    many   ________________________ 
 

  gon    angle   ________________________ 
 

polygon ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

p o l y g o n  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Proverbs (practical truths based upon common sense or experience)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this proverb: “A leopard 
cannot change its spots.” I’d like to think that your friend has changed, but a leopard cannot 
change its spots.   
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #42 
 

 

Word Relationships: Defining Characteristic 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
tropical (adj)  Relating to the tropics; very hot and humid. 
equator (n)  Zero degrees latitude; halfway between the poles. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
gauge (v)  To estimate or judge. 
calculate (v)    To measure using mathematical rules. 
 

guess  determine  ______________ ______________  
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: potential (adj, n) 
Definition: A quality or ability that may 
develop in the future. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: previous (adj) 
Definition: What happened before. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #43 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
state (v)   1. To express or say. 
state (n)  2. A nation or territory organized under one government.   
 
The neighboring state ___ elected a governor who liked to make fun of our state. In fact, I heard 
 
him state ___ that only uninformed tourists would visit our state rather than his. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

dif      away from  ________________________ 
 

  fer    carry   ________________________ 
 

differ _________________________________________________________________________ 
      

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

d i f f e r  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Proverbs (practical truths based upon common sense or experience)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this proverb: “Better late 
than never.”  Paula showed up to the game in the second inning. Her coach shook her head and 
remarked, “Better late than never, I guess.” 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #44 
 

 

Word Relationships: Defining Characteristic 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
trophy (n)  An object given as a reward for victory or success. 
award (n)  A prize given to honor success or achievement. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
trim (v)  To reduce in size, shape, or number. 
prune (v)  To cut away unnecessary parts. 
 
 snip  ______________  ______________  remove 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: primary (adj)  
Definition: The first or most important. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: purchase (v)  
Definition: To buy something. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #45 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
period (n)   1. A length of time. 
period (n)  2. A punctuation mark used at the end of a sentence and in abbreviations. 
 
After a long period ___ of thinking and indecision, the writer placed a period ___ after the  
 
sentence to end her autobiography. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  terri    earth   ________________________ 
 
    fic  make or do  ________________________ 
 

terrific ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

t e r r i f i c  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Onomatopoeia (words spelled like their objects or actions sound) 
 

Directions: Identify the words using onomatopoeia in the following sentence: Unfortunately for 
the home team, the whoosh of the basketball through the net followed the game-ending buzzer. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #46 
 

 

Word Relationships: Lack of to Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
order (n)  The careful arrangement of things or events. 
chaos (n)  Extreme confusion and disorder. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
tolerate (v)  To allow to happen. 
permit (v)  An official document authorizing a particular action. 
 

______________ accept  ______________  support 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: range (n) 
Definition: The area between the upper and 
lower limits of a scale. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: region (n) 
Definition: A division, part, or territory. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #47 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
change (v)   1. To make or become different. 
change (n)  2. Money returned after overpayment for a purchase. 
 
He pocketed the change ___ from his purchase and took a hard look at how he just might  
 
change ___ the way that businesses handle their sales. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  kilo    thousand  ________________________ 
 
  gram    weight   ________________________ 
 

kilogram ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

k i l o g r a m  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Onomatopoeia (words spelled like their objects or actions sound) 

 
Directions: Identify the words using onomatopoeia in the following sentences: The constant drip 
of the faucet into the tub drove me crazy. The sudden splash startled me. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #48 
 

 

Word Relationships: Lack of to Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
privacy (n)  Keeping to oneself, away from the public. 
solitude (n)  Being alone. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
discuss (v)  To talk or write about. 
argue (v)  To give reasons in support of or against an idea. 
 
 talk  ______________  ______________  fight 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: regulate (v) 
Definition: To control or direct according to 
rules or law. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: relevant (adj) 
Definition: Relating or important to the issue 
at hand. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #49 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
even (v)  1. To make level, flat, or smooth. 
even (adj)  2. Equal in number, amount, or value. 
 
The builders need to even ___ out the surfaces to make them even ___ compared to the others, so  
 
that the window sills look even better than new. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  aster    stars   ________________________ 
 
    oid  resembling  ________________________ 
 

asteroid _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

a s t e r o i d  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Onomatopoeia (words spelled like their objects or actions sound) 

 
Directions: Identify the words using onomatopoeia in the following sentence: The clash of the 
symbols, the rat-a-ta-tat of the snare, and the boom of the bass drum kept the rhythm. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #50 
 

 

Word Relationships: Tool to Worker 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
baton (n)  A slender stick used for directing music. 
conductor (n)  A person who directs an orchestra or choir. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
timid (adj)  Hesitant or lacking self-confidence. 
bold (adj)  Daring or willing to take risks. 
 
 adventurous   ______________ ______________  afraid 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: reside (v) 
Definition: To live or dwell in. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: resource (n) 
Definition: Something that can be used for 
support or help. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 182 

Vocabulary Worksheet #51 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
check (n)   1. An judgment of progress. 
check (v)  2. To test or make sure of.   
 
The officers performed a security check ___ to check ___ how well the precautions they 
 
put in place would protect the mayor. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  vac    empty   ________________________ 
 
    ancy  state or quality of ________________________ 
 

vacancy ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

v a c a n c y  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Symbolism (an object or act which represents an idea) 

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this symbolism: “red 
carpet.” They rolled out the red carpet for their honored guests, supermodels, and famous movie 
stars. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #52 
 

 

Word Relationships: Tool to Worker 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
script (n)  The text of a play, television show, or movie. 
actor (n)  A performer in a play, television show, or movie. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
lenient (adj)  Being merciful or not punishing harshly. 
strict (adj)  Following rules carefully and consistently. 
 
 easy  ______________  hard  ______________  
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: secure (v) 
Definition: To protect and make safe. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: seek (v) 
Definition: To try to find.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #53 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
press (n)   1. A machine with moveable type to print newspapers. 
press (v)   2. To push against, squeeze, or compress.     
 
The printing press ___ of Johannes Gutenberg was so important to the spread of knowledge. 
 
Gutenberg learned to press ___ the ink against moveable type from Chinese and Korean printers. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

con      with   ________________________ 
 
  vert    turn   ________________________ 
 
convert _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
c o n v e r t  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Symbolism (an object or act which represents an idea) 
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the symbolism of “stars” and “stripes”: 
On our flag the fifty stars in a blue background combine with the thirteen red and white stripes. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #54 
 

 

Word Relationships: Cause-Effect 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
effort (n)  An attempt to do something. 
achievement (n) A goal reached or something done successfully. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ridicule (v)  To make fun of in a cruel manner. 
mock (v)  To tease or laugh at. 
 

kid   tease  ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: select (v) 
Definition: To choose one thing over 
another. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: site (n) 
Definition: The location or scene for project, 
event, or activity. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 186 

Vocabulary Worksheet #55 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
spring (v)   1. To jump or leap upward. 
spring (n)  2. The season after winter and before summer. 
 
The very next spring ___ we increased the number of our rabbits in our wren. We hop and  
 
spring ___ from cabbage to cabbage, nibbling a bit here and there. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  struct    build   ________________________ 
 
    ure  action or condition ________________________ 
  
structure ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
s t r u c t u r e  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Symbolism (an object or act which represents an idea) 

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the symbolism of “light”: In the darkness 
of that age, a group of wise men founded a university to bring light to their kingdom.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #56 
 

 

Word Relationships: Cause-Effect 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
guilt (n)  A feeling of failure or knowing one has done wrong. 
shame (n)  A feeling of embarrassment and sadness for what one has done. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
authorized (adj) Given official approval. 
forbidden (adj) Denied, excluded, or not approved.  
 

______________ approved  accepted ______________  
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: strategy (n)  
Definition: Plan of action to achieve long 
term goals. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: survey (v) 
Definition: To examine or consider in detail. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Grading the Vocabulary Worksheets 

 

 The Vocabulary Worksheets require some responses which have correct answers and 

some which permit a variety of responses. The best approach to grading is to award points for 

correct answers for these components: the Multiple Meaning Words sentence(s); the Language 

Resource syllable divisions,* accent placements, and part of speech, as well as the definitions,** 

synonyms, and/or antonyms; the Word Relationships context clue sentence; and the vocabulary 

word placements on the Connotation Spectrum. Then award points for any reasonable answers 

for these components: the Greek and Latin Word Parts section, the interpretation or explanation 

of the Figures of Speech, and the descriptions of the two Academic Language Words. 

 

*Dictionaries differ in how they divide syllables (most divide based upon pronunciation; some 

divide based upon morphological meaning).  

**Dictionaries also differ in their definitions. 

 

Following are the answers for the Multiple Meaning Words sentence(s) numbers; the Language 

Resources syllable divisions, accent placements, and parts of speech for the Greek and Latin 

vocabulary word; and the four vocabulary words in left to right order for the Connotation 

Spectrums. 

  

Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 

 

Following are the answers for the Multiple Meaning Words sentence numbers; the 

Language Resources syllable divisions, accent placements, and parts of speech for the Greek and 

Latin vocabulary word; and the four words in left to right order for the Connotation Spectrums. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #1 
page: 1, 2; nom/i/née (n); The word nominee means a person who has been named for a position 

or award. 
“Pins and needles” means the feelings of worry and excitement while waiting for something to 
happen. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #2 
exceptional-unusual-different-ordinary 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #3 
sign: 2, 1; déc/ade (n); The word decade means ten years. 

“Don’t spread yourself too thin” means to avoid taking on too much work at one time. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #4 
trouble-annoy-bother-irritate 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 189 

Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #5 
tear: 1, 2; áq/ue/duct (n); The word aqueduct means a man-made channel used to move water 

from place to place. 

To “talk down to” means to talk childishly to someone who is not a child. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #6 
dynamic-active-passive-lazy 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #7 
lead: 1, 2; op/póse (v); The word oppose means to go against or try to prevent something from 

happening. 

A “broken heart” means someone whose love has been rejected. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #8 
blizzard-snowstorm-rain-drizzle 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #9 
plain: 2, 1; móv/er (n); The word mover means someone who moves furniture from one place to 
another. 
Someone who is “as busy as a bee” means someone who is doing a lot of things. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #10 
free-cheap-costly-expensive 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #11 
pitcher: 2, 1; dé/i/ty (n); The word deity means god or goddess.  

Someone who is “as quick as lightning” is extremely fast. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #12 
inspire-motivate-encourage-support 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #13 
batter: 1, 2; ge/ól/o/gy (n); The word geology means the study of the earth. 

Something “as clear as a bell” means to be easily understandable. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #14 
fragile-breakable-durable-solid 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #15 
strike: 2, 1; gén/o/cide (n); The word genocide means the killing of a large group of people. 

“A blanket of snow” means compares a blanket which covers someone completely to falling 

snow which covers the landscape completely. 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #16 
weird-strange-different-usual 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #17 
present: 2, 1; créd/i/ble (adj); The word credible means convincing or believable. 

A “heart of stone” means someone who is unfeeling or unmerciful. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #18 
expedition-exploration-journey-trip 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #19 
pound: 1, 2; tém/po/rar/y (adj); The word temporary means for a short period of time. 

A “bubbly personality” means someone who is very friendly. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #20 
ally-friend-rival-enemy 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #21 
patient: 1, 2; sup/plý (v); The word supply means to provide something that is needed. 
The imagery of “The sickening scent of the sanitary landfill made everyone gag” appeals to the 

sense of smell. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #22 
ruthless-cruel-mean-unfriendly 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #23 
lean: 1, 2; món/o/lith (n); The word monolith means a single large stone. 
The imagery of “The sour apple made my mouth pucker and my taste buds tingle” appeals to the 

sense of taste. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #24  
insult-offend-accept-praise 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #25 
race: 2, 1; e/qúate (v); The word equate means to consider two things equal.  

The imagery of a “car alarm rang out in the dead of night” appeals to the sense of sound. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #26 
confuse-puzzle-understand-comprehend 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #27 
coast: 1, 2; tríb/ute (n); The word tribute means a gift or action intended to show respect and 
admiration. 
“Many hands make light work” means that a task is easier when others help on the same task. 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #28 
idiot-fool-intellectual-genius 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #29 
fire: 2, 1; hy/póth/e/sis (n); The word hypothesis means a proposed explanation for how or why 

something works. 

“Too many cooks in the kitchen” means that some tasks are better done alone or without others’ 

advice. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #30 
beginner-rookie-veteran-export 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #31 
face: 2, 1; pár/don (n) or (v); The word pardon means the act of being forgiven for doing 

something wrong. 

“Better safe than sorry” means being cautious prevents accidents or problems. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #32 
limited-lasting-permanent-eternal 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #33 
fit: 1, 2; col/lápse (v); The word collapse means to fall down or in. 
Answers: “Summer seemed such”… “simple” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #34 
professional-expert-skilled-amateur 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #35 
capital: 2, 1; am/phíb/i/an (n); The word amphibian means a creature that can live both on land 

an in the water. 

Answers: “Should”… “show” … “she” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #36 
create-begin-ruin-destroy 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #37 
key: 1, 2; tél/e/phone (n); The word telephone means a device that can transmit sound over long 

distances. 

Answers: “chugging choo-choo”… “churning” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #38 
dull-blunt-jagged-sharp 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #39 
odd: 2, 1; síg/nal (n); The word signal means a warning. 

“Good things come to those who wait” means that patience leads to positive results. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #40 
shallow-superficial-deep-bottomless 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #41 
iron: 2, 1; pól/y/gon (n); The word polygon means a shape with many angles and sides. 

“A leopard cannot change its spots” means that people’s attitudes or behaviors don’t change. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #42 
guess-determine-gauge-calculate 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #43 
state: 2, 1; díf/fer (v); The word differ means to be unlike or different. 

“Better late than never” means arriving late is better than not showing up at all. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #44 
snip-trim-prune-remove 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #45 
period: 1, 2; ter/rí/fic (adj); The word terrific means great in size or amount.  

Answers: “whoosh”… “buzzer” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #46 
tolerate-accept-permit-support 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #47 
change: 2, 1; kíl/o/gram (n); The word kilogram means one thousand grams. 
Answers: “drip”… “splash” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #48 
talk-discuss-argue-fight 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #49 
even: 1, 2; ás/ter/oid (n); The word asteroid means a space rock in orbit around the sun. 

Answers: “clash”… “rat-a-tat-tat” … “boom”  

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #50 
adventurous-bold-timid-afraid 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #51 
check: 1, 2; vá/can/cy (n); The word vacancy means the state of being empty. 
The “red carpet” means that a guest is given special honor. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #52 
easy-lenient-hard-strict 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #53 
press: 1, 2; con/vért (v); The word convert means to turn one thing into something else. 
The “stars” represent the 50 current states of the United States, and the “stripes” represent the 13 
original colonies. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #54 
kid-tease-mock-ridicule 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #55 
spring: 2, 1; strúc/ture (n); The word structure means a building or object created from smaller 

parts. 

“Light” symbolizes knowledge. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #56 
authorized-approved-accepted-forbidden 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #1 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
border (n)  1. The outside edge or boundary. 
border (v)  2. To be almost like another.   
 

The actions of the two doctors border ___ on heroism as they travel across the border ___ to  
 

attend to the tornado victims.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

auto      self   ________________________ 
 

  crat    rule   ________________________ 
 

autocrat _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

a u t o c r a t  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expressions used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 

“Don't hold your breath.” I know he promised to return, but he often doesn’t keep his promises. 

So don’t hold your breath. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 195 

Vocabulary Worksheet #2 
 

 

Word Relationships: Synonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
fate (n)   Events destined to happen that are beyond a person's control.  
destiny (n)  The unchangeable events of a person's future. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
enthusiastic (adj) Showing intense joy or excitement. 
fanatical (adj)  Extreme support of a thing or idea. 
 
 detached  involved ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: text (n) 
Definition: Printed or written words. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: tradition (n) 
Definition: Belief or custom passed from 
generation to generation. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #3 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
brush (n)  1. A bristled tool used for cleaning or painting. 
brush (v)  2. To touch lightly. 
 
The painter used a brush ___, instead of a roller, to complete the job. Just as she finished, I saw 
 
her elbow accidentally brush ___ up against the freshly painted door. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  grat(e)    please   ________________________ 
 
    ful  full of   ________________________ 
 
grateful _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
g r a t e f u l  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expressions used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“Take a rain check.” I would love to hang out with you, but I have an appointment. Maybe 
another time? Can I take a rain check? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #4 
 

 

Word Relationships: Synonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
descendant (n)  One who is related to a person who lived before.  
ancestor (n)  A family member from long ago. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ordinary (adj)  Commonly seen or found; that which is usual. 
extraordinary (adj) Something very special that is far above the usual. 
 

______________ uncommon  unusual ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: alternative (n) 
Definition: An option or different approach. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: circumstance (n) 
Definition: A fact relating to an event or 
situation. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #5 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
table (v)  1. To postpone. 
table (n)  2. A graph of facts or figures containing rows and columns.   
 
After distributing a table ___ showing recent gains in sales, the manager decided to table ___  
 
the discussion about cutting production costs. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  circum    around   ________________________ 
 
  vent    come   ________________________ 
 
circumvent ____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
c i r c u m v e n t  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expressions used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“take it up a notch.” We did pretty well for our first debate, but next time we will have to do 
better. We will definitely have to take it up a notch. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 199 

Vocabulary Worksheet #6 
 

 

Word Relationships: Antonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
employee (n)  Someone who works for a person, business, or organization. 
employer (n)  The person, business, or organization that pays a person to do work.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
pebble (n)  A small stone made smooth by weather and water.  
boulder (n)  A very large stone made smooth by weather and water. 
 
 ______________ stone   rock  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: comment (n)  
Definition: Something said or written about 
a topic. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: compensate (v) 
Definition: To pay people for their work. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #7 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
staple (n, adj)  1. A basic or required product. 
staple (n)  2. A thin metal wire used to fasten paper products.   
 
The contractor’s staple ___ gun was a staple ___ in his tool belt, along with his hammer,  
 

screwdriver, measuring tape, and pliers. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
com      with   ________________________ 
 
  mit    send   ________________________ 
 
commit _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
c o m m i t  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“faintest idea.” I’ve never even heard of quadratic equations. I don’t have the faintest idea about  
how to solve them. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #8 
 

 

Word Relationships: Antonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
assist (v)  To help with the achievement of a job. 
hinder (v)  To delay or prevent the achievement of a job. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
optimistic (adj) Hoping for the best and believing that events will turn out well.  
pessimistic (adj) Expecting the worst and believing that events will turn out badly.  
 

______________ doubtful  hopeful ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: component (n)  
Definition: A key part of a larger system. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: consent (n) 
Definition: One's permission or agreement. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #9 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
overhead (n)  1. The cost of running a business. 
overhead (adj, adv) 2. Something above head level.   
 
The flight attendant closed the overhead ___ bins, checked the seatbelts, passed out peanuts, and 
 
served the drinks. He wondered how his airline could make a profit with such high overhead ___. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  sent(i)    feeling   ________________________ 
 
    ment  action or result ________________________ 
 

sentiment _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

s e n t i m e n t  (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: “a 
shot in the arm.” Adding the all-star to the team late in the season was a shot in the arm to the 
team as they fought for a playoff spot. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #10 
 

 

Word Relationships: Part to Whole 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
gem (n)  Any precious stone cut and polished for use as jewelry. 
emerald (n)  A bright green precious stone. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
mature (adj)  Having the characteristics of a fully grown person or thing. 
juvenile (adj)  Relating to young people. 
 
 infantile  childish ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: considerable (adj) 
Definition: Large in size or amount. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: constant (adj) 
Definition: Persistent, unchanging over time. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #11 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
skirt (n)  1. A woman's clothing that hangs from the waist down over the legs. 
skirt (v)   2. To go around something rather than directly through it.   
 
The woman in the plaid skirt ___ presented her business plan at the meeting. The plan was 
 
impressive, but tended to skirt ___ some basic questions. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  pseudo    false   ________________________ 
 

  nym    name   ________________________ 
 

pseudonym ____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

p s e u d o n y m  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Similes (stated comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this simile: 
“like a dog without a bone.” The injured baseball player sat on the bench in the dugout like a dog 
without a bone. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #12 
 

 

Word Relationships: Part to Whole 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
burglar (n)  A thief who steals from a home or business. 
criminal (n)  A person who commits a crime. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
fatal (adj)  Deadly. 
vital (adj)  Lively or necessary. 
 

______________ inactive             energetic     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: constrain (v) 
Definition: To limit or restrict. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: contribute (v) 
Definition: To add a part to a larger project. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #13 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
soil (n)   1. The surface level of the earth in which plants grow. 
soil (v)  2. To stain or make something dirty.   
 
The boys always soil ___ their jeans when they roll down that grassy hill. But those stains are  
 
easy to remove, unlike those stains left by the red soil ___ in our backyard. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  civ    citizen   ________________________ 
  
    il  relating to  ________________________ 
 

civil _________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

c i v i l  (    ) ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Similes (stated comparisons between two unlike things)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this simile: 
“as harmless as doves.” All parents think their own children are as harmless as doves. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #14 
 

 

Word Relationships: Degree 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
peaceful (adj)  Free of conflict or disturbance. 
tranquil (adj)  Undisturbed or calm. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
obvious (adj)  Something that is noticeable or easy to spot. 
mysterious (adj) Something that is hidden or difficult to identify. 
 

______________ clear   ______________ puzzling 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: convene (v) 
Definition: To get together for a meeting or 
activity. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: coordinate (v)  
Definition: To determine how the parts of a 
whole can best work together. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #15 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
novel (n)   1. A long story forming a book. 
novel (adj)  2. Something new or unusual.   
 
The novel ___ idea that everybody in our family should all be reading the same novel ___ at the 
 
same time led to some wonderful book discussions. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  mim    same   ________________________ 
 
    ic  resembling  ________________________ 
 
mimic ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

m i m i c  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, interpret or explain the meaning of this 
metaphor: “night owl.” She was a self-proclaimed night owl. She did her most creative work late 
at night when most of us were sound asleep. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 209 

Vocabulary Worksheet #16 
 

 

Word Relationships: Degree 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
goal (n)  The aim or end result of a person's efforts. 
objective (n)  Something a person aims to achieve. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
formal (adj)  Following traditional rules or procedures. 
casual (adj)  Relaxed and informal. 
 

regulated ______________  ______________ unplanned 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: core (n) 
Definition: The necessary or most important 
part of something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: corporate (adj)  
Definition: Relating to a business owned by 
shareholders. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #17 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
súb-ject (n)  1. A person or topic being discussed or examined. 
sub-jéct (v)  2. To make someone or something experience something unpleasant. 
 
Her favorite subject ___ of discussion came up frequently in the class, and she always took the 
 
opportunity to subject ___ her classmates to the same old arguments. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  mot    movement  ________________________ 
 

    ive  causing  ________________________ 
 

motive _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

m o t i v e  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this metaphor: 
“end of the trail.” When each old hiker arrives at the end of the trail, we hope each will believe 
that his hike has been worth the effort and his path has been well-chosen.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #18 
 

 

Word Relationships: Item to Category 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
priest (n)  A person who performs religious duties in a church. 
religion (n)  A system of faith and worship of a supernatural being. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning  

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
idolize (v)  To love or admire someone as being perfect. 
disdain (n)  Regarding someone or something as unworthy or worthless.   
 

______________ dislike   admire  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: correspond (v)  
Definition: To communicate with another  
person by exchanging letters. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: criteria (n) 
Definition: A test or standard by which 
something is judged. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #19 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ób-ject (n)   1. Something physical that can be seen or touched. 
ob-jéct (v)  2. To oppose or take issue with.   
 
I strongly object ___ to your treatment of the child. You have made that troubled girl the 
 
object ___ of your anger for far too long. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

uni      one   ________________________ 
 

  son    sound   ________________________ 
 

unison ________________________________________________________________________ 
      

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

u n i s o n  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Imagery (descriptive language which especially appeals to the senses)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of “goosebumps tingled” 
and how the language appeals to the senses in the following sentence: Her goosebumps tingled 
as she opened the creaky door to the old house. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #20 
 

 

Word Relationships: Item to Category 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
crochet (n)  A patterned fabric made with yarn and needle. 
craft (n)  A special skill or art involving making things by hand. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
polite (adj)  Having good manners; being courteous. 
rude (adj)  Impolite. 
 
 obnoxious ______________  disrespectful  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: deduce (v)   
Definition: To draw a logical conclusion  
from available evidence. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: demonstrate (v) 
Definition: To show or explain by using 
examples. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #21 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ín-va-lid (n)   1. One who is weak and sickly. 
in-vál-id (adj)  2. Not supported by reason or fact.  
 
Your fears about your future medical condition are simply invalid ___. You have no reason to  
 
suppose that you will be an invalid ___ for the rest of your life. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

pro      in favor of  ________________________ 
 

  ject    throw   ________________________ 
 

project _______________________________________________________________________ 
   

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

p r o j e c t  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Imagery (descriptive language which especially appeals to the senses)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of “the overwhelming 

fragrance” and how the language appeals to the senses in the following sentence: I walked into 

the kitchen and the overwhelming fragrance of mother’s fresh bread baking in her oven. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #22 
 

 

Word Relationships: Character to Location 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
infant (n)  A very young child or baby. 
nursery (n)  A place where babies or young children are cared for.  
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
crucial (adj)  Of great value to the success or failure of a project. 
trivial (adj)  Of little value or importance. 
 

______________ unimportant  important ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: document (n))   
Definition: A printed, written, or electronic 
resource. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: dominate (v) 
Definition: To control or rule over. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #23 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ín-cense (n)   1. Something burned to produce a pleasant odor. 
in-cénse (v)   2. To make someone very angry.   
 
The overpowering odor of the raspberry incense ___ filled the apartment and seemed to calm the 
 
younger man, but incense ___ the older gentleman. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  homo    the same  ________________________ 
 
  graph    writing   ________________________ 
 

homograph ____________________________________________________________________ 
      

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

h o m o g r a p h  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this adage: “A bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush.” You may be tempted to wait for a better offer on the car you are 
selling, but “a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.”   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #24 
 

 

Word Relationships: Character to Location 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
physician (n)  A medical doctor. 
clinic (n)  A place where trained specialists offer medical care. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
mansion (n)  A large, luxurious home. 
shelter (n)  A simple place of safety that protects one from danger or the weather. 
 
 ______________  home  ______________  palace 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: emphasis (n) 
Definition: Stress or focus on one part.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: ensure (v) 
Definition: To make sure that something 
will happen. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #25 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
implement (n)   1. A tool or instrument used for a specific job. 
implement (v)  2. To put something into place and make it work.   
 
The teacher got to implement ___ a new unit of study using artifacts from the local museum. 
 
Last Monday students got to study an implement ___ for hunting from prehistoric Stone Age.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  fin    end   ________________________ 
 
    ite  belonging to  ________________________ 
 

finite _________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

f i n i t e  (    ) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, explain the meaning of this adage: “Two wrongs 
don't make a right.” I know what she said about you was cruel, but you don’t have to respond. 
After all, “two wrongs don't make a right.”  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #26 
 

 

Word Relationships: Object to its Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
calendar (n)  A system used to keep track of the days, weeks, and months in a year. 
organize (v)  To arrange things in an orderly way. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
reckless (adj)  Acting without considering the consequences. 
cautious (adj)   Acting carefully to avoid danger. 
 
 ______________ irresponsible  ______________ guarded 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: exclude (v) 
Definition: To reject or leave something out. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: framework (n)  
Definition: A structure used to support or 
hold something together. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #27 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
cóm-pound (n)  1. A mixture of two or more different elements. 
com-poúnd (v)  2. To make bigger or make something worse. 
 
To compound ___ the problem, the student tried to create the compound ___ from memory 
 
without referring to her notes. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

dia      toward   ________________________ 
 

  log(ue)    speak   ________________________ 
 

dialogue ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

d i a l o g u e  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this adage: “There's no 
such thing as a free lunch.” When the offer sounds too good to be true, we probably need to 
remember that “there's no such thing as a free lunch.” 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #28 
 

 

Word Relationships: Object to its Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
thermometer (n) A tool used to measure degrees of heat. 
temperature (n) How much heat is in an object. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
incredible (adj) Hard to believe or too unusual to be possible. 
doubtful (adj)  Unlikely or uncertain. 
 
 truthful  believable  ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: fund (n) 
Definition: A supply of money set aside for 
a particular purpose. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: illustrate (v)  
Definition: To explain or make something 
clear by using examples. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #29 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
dé-fect (n)   1. A fault or imperfection.   
de-féct (v)  2. To leave one's allegiance for that of the opposition.   
 
The Olympic athlete announced her intention to defect ___ from her country to live in the  
 
country holding the Olympics. Her request was denied because of a defect ___ in her character. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
ap      toward   ________________________ 
 
  peal    ask   ________________________ 
 
appeal ________________________________________________________________________ 
             

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
a p p e a l  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Alliteration (repetition of beginning consonant sounds)  

 
Directions: Identify the words using alliteration in the following sentence: The bubbly boy 
sitting on the weathered bench began singing a familiar tune. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #30 
 

 

Word Relationships: Source and its Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
award (n)  A prize given to recognize an achievement. 
celebration (n)  A party to honor an important event or occasion. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
recognition (n)  Acceptance and appreciation of achievement. 
prestige (n)  Reputation based on a person's accomplishments. 
 

humility ______________  ______________  honor 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: immigrate (v)  
Definition: To arrive in a foreign country 
and settle there permanently. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: imply (v) 
Definition: To suggest an idea without 
obviously stating it. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 224 

Vocabulary Worksheet #31 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
interest (n or v)  1. A feeling brought about by curiosity or concern. 
interest (n)  2. Profit earned from loaning money.   
 
“It may interest ___ you to know that our bank pays the highest rate of interest ___ in town,”  
 
said the bank manager. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  ora    speak   ________________________ 
 
    (t)ory  relating to  ________________________ 
 

oratory _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

o r a t o r y  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Alliteration (repetition of beginning consonant sounds)  

 
Directions: Identify the words using alliteration in the following sentence: Her sorrowful 
serenade fit the sad occasion.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #32 
 

 

Word Relationships: Source and its Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
moisture (n)  A small amount of wetness. 
humidity (n)  The amount of wetness in the air. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
wary (adj)  Being extremely cautious about an action or decision. 
prudent (adj)  Thinking carefully before acting or making a decision. 
 

______________ ______________ careful   careless 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: initial (adj) 
Definition: The first step or phase of a 
project or process.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: instance (n) 
Definition: An example or case. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #33 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
in-clíne (v)   1. To lean or tend toward. 
ín-cline (n)  2. A slope or hill.   
 
The steep incline ___ made the backpackers reconsider their route up the mountain. Their recent  
 
experiences incline ___ them to choose a longer, but easier trail. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

pent    five   ________________________ 
 
  athlon    contest   ________________________ 
 
pentathlon _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
p e n t a t h l o n  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Alliteration (repetition of beginning consonant sounds)  

 
Directions: Identify the words using alliteration in the following sentence: Winter watched in 
agony as spring waited for her chance. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #34 
 

 

Word Relationships: Worker to Work 

  

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
guide (n)  Someone who helps or shows the way to others. 
expedition (n)  A journey of exploration and discovery. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
disaster (n)  An event causing great suffering and destruction. 
calamity (n)  An event that causes great damage or loss of life. 
 
 setback  misfortune  ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: interact (v) 
Definition: To have dealings with other 
people. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: justify (v) 
Definition: To argue the benefits of an issue, 
idea, or action. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #35 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
moderäte (adj)  1. Average in degree; not extreme.  
moderāte (v)  2. To lead a discussion in which opposing views are shared.   
 
The news anchor was chosen to moderate ___ the televised debate. The first Senatorial  
  
candidate shared her moderate ___ point of view regarding the issue of gun control. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  the    God   ________________________ 
  
    ism  the belief in  ________________________ 
 

theism ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

t h e i s m  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Proverbs (practical truths based upon common sense or experience)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this proverb: “A burden 
of one's own choice is not felt.”  Her volunteer work with the city homeless was time-consuming 
and took away from her leisure time, but “a burden of one's own choice is not felt.” 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #36 
 

 

Word Relationships: Worker to Work 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
contractor (n)  A licensed builder. 
construction (n) The process of building something. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
dedicate (v)  To set aside resources for a specific purpose. 
devote (v)  To commit a lot of one's time or resources to a specific purpose.  
 
 involve  commit ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: layer (n)  
Definition: A single thickness of a material. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: link (n)   
Definition: A connection between two 
things. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #37 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
blunt (adj)   1. A dull or worn down point or edge. 
blunt (adj)  2. Acting or speaking in a direct, but insensitive way.   
 
His speech was blunt ___, but his audience understood his point. Like a blunt ___ knife, his  
 
words dug deep but left a jagged wound. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  pot    power   ________________________ 
 

    ent  one who  ________________________ 
 

potent ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

p o t e n t  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Proverbs (practical truths based upon common sense or experience)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, explain the meaning of this proverb: “A tree is 
known by its fruit.” She claims that she is working on her anger problem, but I just heard her 
yelling at her mom again. “A tree is known by its fruit.” 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #38 
 

 

Word Relationships: Problem to Solution 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
infection (n)  Body tissue contaminated with disease-causing organisms. 
antibiotic (n)  A medicine that destroys disease-causing organisms. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
offensive (adj)  Insulting; causing others to feel hurt or angry.  
appalling (adj)  Something horrifying or very disturbing. 
 
 complimentary  pleasing ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: locate (v) 
Definition: To determine the exact position  
of something. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: maximize (v)  
Definition: To make as large as possible. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #39 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
current (n)   1. The flow of water in a one direction. 
current (adj)  2. Relating to the present. 
 
These current ___ events lead me to believe that the river current ___ is leading our boat into 
 
some very troubling waters. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  reg    rule   ________________________ 
 

    ular  resembling  ________________________ 
 

regular _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

r e g u l a r  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Proverbs (practical truths based upon common sense or experience)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this proverb: “A chain is 
no stronger than its weakest link.”  The coach gave examples about why every member of the 
team needs to know all of the plays, saying “A chain is no stronger than its weakest link.”   
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #40 
 

 

Word Relationships: Problem to Solution 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
poverty (n)  The condition of being poor. 
employment (n) A person's work or occupation. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
resentful (adj)  Extremely hurt or bitter at being treated badly. 
vengeful (adj)  Seeking revenge for being wronged. 
 
 hurt   mistreated  ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: minor (adj) 
Definition: Something of lesser importance. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: negate (v) 
Definition: To deny or make ineffective. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 234 

Vocabulary Worksheet #41 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
figure (n)   1. The outline, shape, or form of something. 
figure (v)  2. To solve or work something out.   
 
The plumber was able to figure ___ out that the leak in the pipes had caused the flooding. 
 
The figure ___ of the plumber knee-deep in our backyard lake was memorable. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  spir    soul   ________________________ 
 
    it  product of  ________________________ 
 
spirit _________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
s p i r i t  (    ) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Onomatopoeia (words spelled like their objects or actions sound) 

 
Directions: Identify the words using onomatopoeia in the following sentence: The children 
quietly whisper while the teacher mumbles something about an upcoming dance. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #42 
 

 

Word Relationships: Defining Characteristic 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
improvise (v)  To make something up on the spot without planning. 
jazz (n)  A form of American popular music. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
exaggerate (v)  To overstate something as greater than it really is. 
magnify (v)    To increase the apparent size of an object, as with a microscope. 
 

underestimate  minimize  ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: outcome (n) 
Definition: The end result or the way 
something turns out.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: partner (n) 
Definition: Someone who teams with 
another person or group. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #43 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
o-ver-loók (v)   1. To miss or not notice something. 
ó-ver-look (n)  2. A place with an impressive view.   
 
It’s easy to overlook ___ some of the hidden scenic treasures on that highway if you don’t know 
 
where to stop. The scenic overlook ___ south of Butte Mountain should not be missed. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  cert    sure   ________________________ 
 

    (t)ain  hold   ________________________ 
 

certain ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

c e r t a i n  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Onomatopoeia (words spelled like their objects or actions sound) 
 

Directions: Identify the words using onomatopoeia in the following sentences: The groups of 
animals talked forever, interrupting with an oink here, a bark or two, more than one meow, and a 
rare moo. But the constant chirping and quacking drove me crazy. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #44 
 

 

Word Relationships: Defining Characteristic 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
logic (n)  Careful reasoning used to support one's conclusions. 
emotion (n)  The range of human feelings. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
tragic (adj)  Something that causes misfortune or sadness. 
distressing (adj) Something that causes extreme pain or worry. 
 
 sad  ______________  ______________ catastrophic 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box.  
 
Vocabulary Word: philosophy (n)  
Definition: Study of thinking, human 
conduct, and nature of the universe. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: physical (adj)  
Definition: Relating to matter and the  
natural world. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #45 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
refrain (n)   1. A verse or section of music repeated regularly. 
refrain (v)  2. To hold back or keep oneself from doing something. 
 
“Could you kindly refrain ___ from singing that irritating refrain ___ over and over again? 
 
A few dozen times was more than enough.” 

 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

se      separate  ________________________ 
 
  lect    read or choose  ________________________ 
 

select ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

s e l e c t  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Symbolism (an object or act which represents an idea) 
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the symbolism of “doves”: At the 
opening of the Olympics Summer Games they released 205 doves–one for each nation. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #46 
 

 

Word Relationships: Lack of to Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
anxious (adj)  Feeling worried or uneasy about something. 
carefree (adj)  Free from worry. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
chaotic (adj)  Extreme confusion or lack of order. 
systematic (adj) A planned way of doing things or keeping order.  
 

______________ unplanned  planned ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: proportion (n) 
Definition: The size or relationship of a part 
to a whole. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: public (adj) 
Definition: Something open or made known 
to all people. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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  Vocabulary Worksheet #47 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
stall (v)   1. To obstruct or delay something's progress. 
stall (n)  2. A stand or booth used in a marketplace for the sale of goods.   
 
I sold fresh vegetables at a stall ___ at our town’s farmer’s market. The supermarket manager  
 
tried to stall ___ the expansion of my business because I was stealing his customers. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  ambul    walk or move  ________________________ 
 
    ance  state or condition ________________________ 
 

ambulance ____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

a m b u l a n c e  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Symbolism (an object or act which represents an idea) 
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the symbolism of the “bald eagle”: At the 
top of the flag of the United States of America, a bronze bald eagle is fixed. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #48 
 

 

Word Relationships: Lack of to Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
trust (n)  Belief in the honesty or reliability of another person. 
jealousy (n)  Resentment of others for their advantages or success. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
cherish (v)  To love and treat as special. 
admire (v)  To regard with respect and approval. 
 
 approve ______________  appreciate ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: react (v) 
Definition: To respond to someone or 
something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: register (v) 
Definition: To enlist or sign up for 
something. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #49 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
hamper (v)  1. To prevent something from achieving success. 
hamper (n)  2. A container where dirty laundry is kept before washing.  
 
“Don’t hamper ___ the boy’s adventurous spirit. Children are meant to play and play hard. 
 
Just throw his dirty clothes in the ___ hamper and wash them clean again.” 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  imag    likeness  ________________________ 
 
    ery  the action or process ________________________ 
 

imagery ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

i m a g e r y  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Personification (words using human characteristics for non-humans) 

 
Directions: Identify the personification and interpret its use in the following sentence: The corn 
lilies guarded the path to the lake. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #50 
 

 

Word Relationships: Tool to Worker 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
loom (n)  A machine used to weave materials into cloth. 
weaver (n)  A person who makes different kinds of cloth. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
despise (v)  To strongly dislike someone or something. 
loathe (v)  To feel extreme disgust for another person or thing. 
 
 dislike   hate  ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: rely (v) 
Definition: To depend on someone or  
something. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: remove (v) 
Definition: To eliminate or take something 
away. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #51 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
cón-vict (n)   1. Someone serving a prison sentence. 
cön-víct (v)  2. To prove or find someone guilty of a crime.   
 
The testimony of the convict ___ provided crucial evidence in the trial. The jury found it easy to 
 
convict ___ the defendant of her crimes. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  brev    short   ________________________ 
 
    ity  state or condition ________________________ 
 

brevity _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

b r e v i t y  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Personification (words using human characteristics for non-humans) 

 
Directions: Identify the personification and interpret its use in the following sentence: They say 
that justice is blind, but the defendant prays that it is not deaf as well.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #52 
 

 

Word Relationships: Tool to Worker 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
wrench (n)  1. A tool used to loosen or tighten bolts. 
plumber (n)  2. One who builds or repairs pipes and fixtures in a water supply system. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
unity (n)  Being in harmony or agreement. 
division (n)  Separation into smaller parts or different views. 
 
 argument ______________ compromise  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: scheme (n) 
Definition: A specific plan to achieve a goal. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: sequence (n) 
Definition: The order in which events or 
steps happen.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #53 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
impact (n)   1. The result of one object colliding with another. 
impact (v)   2. To have a significant effect on someone or something.     
 
The impact ___ of the collision caused the airbags to deploy on both vehicles. Although both  
 
drivers were unhurt, the accident would impact ___ the finances of both families. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
ac      toward   ________________________ 
 
  cess    go   ________________________ 
 
access ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
a c c e s s  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Colloquialisms (informal language characteristics of a group of people) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the colloquialism in the following sentence: That new guy has 
some pretty nice kicks. I bet those shoes cost his mom a paycheck. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #54 
 

 

Word Relationships: Cause-Effect 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
affect (v)  To influence or change something. 
result (n)  The consequence or outcome of something. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
bitter (adj)  Resentful or angry. 
jubilant (adj)  Extremely happy. 
 

______________ happy   mad  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: shift (v) 
Definition: To move from one place to  
another. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: specify (v) 
Definition: To single out or clearly identify. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #55 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
pro-dúce (v)   1. To make or manufacture. 
pró-duce (n)  2. Farm produced crops, especially fruits and vegetables. 
 
If manufacturers could produce ___ reliable and affordable electric trucks, farmers would be 
 
able to ship their produce ___ to market at much less cost. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  cogn    knowledge  ________________________ 
 
    itive  having the nature of ________________________ 
  
cognitive ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
c o g n i t i v e  (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Colloquialisms (informal language characteristics of a group of people) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the colloquialism in the following sentence: That girl is my 
frenemy. Sometimes she and I get along, but sometimes we don’t. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #56 
 

 

Word Relationships: Cause-Effect 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
grief (n)  Extreme sorrow.  
depression (n)  Intense sadness and hopelessness felt over a period of time.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
misfortune (n)  Bad luck. 
catastrophe (n)  An event causing massive damage and suffering. 
 

______________ distress  tragedy ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: sufficient (adj)  
Definition: Enough or an adequate amount.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: task (n) 
Definition: A job to be done. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Grading the Vocabulary Worksheets 

 

 The Vocabulary Worksheets require some responses which have correct answers and 

some which permit a variety of responses. The best approach to grading is to award points for 

correct answers for these components: the Multiple Meaning Words sentence(s); the Language 

Resource syllable divisions,* accent placements, and part of speech, as well as the definitions,** 

synonyms, and/or antonyms; the Word Relationships context clue sentence; and the vocabulary 

word placements on the Connotation Spectrum. Then award points for any reasonable answers 

for these components: the Greek and Latin Word Parts section, the interpretation or explanation 

of the Figures of Speech, and the descriptions of the two Academic Language Words. 

 

*Dictionaries differ in how they divide syllables (most divide based upon pronunciation; some 

divide based upon morphological meaning).  

**Dictionaries also differ in their definitions. 

 

Following are the answers for the Multiple Meaning Words sentence(s) numbers; the Language 

Resources syllable divisions, accent placements, and parts of speech for the Greek and Latin 

vocabulary word; and the four vocabulary words in left to right order for the Connotation 

Spectrums. 

  

Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 

 

Following are the answers for the Multiple Meaning Words sentence numbers; the 

Language Resources syllable divisions, accent placements, and parts of speech for the Greek and 

Latin vocabulary word; and the four words in left to right order for the Connotation Spectrums. 

  

Vocabulary Worksheet #1 
border: 2, 1; áu/to/crat (n); The word autocrat means one who rules with total power. 
“Don't hold your breath” means you should not expect something to happen. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #2 
detached-involved-enthusiastic-fanatical 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #3 
brush: 1, 2; gráte/ful (adj); The word grateful means full of kindness and appreciation.  

“Take a rain check” means to schedule a repeated opportunity at a later date. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #4 
ordinary-uncommon-unusual-extraordinary 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #5 
table: 2, 1; cir/cum/vént (v); The word circumvent means to find a way around.  

“Take it up a notch” means to increase the effort or expectations. 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #6 
pebble-stone-rock-boulder 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #7 
staple: 2, 1; com/mít (v); The word commit means to send or refer a person or thing.  

“Faintest idea” means to know nothing at all about something. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #8 
pessimistic-doubtful-hopeful-optimistic 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #9 
overhead: 2, 1; sént/i/ment (n); The word sentiment means a feeling or emotion. 
“A shot in the arm” means a boost or encouragement. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #10 
infantile-childish-juvenile-mature 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #11 
skirt: 1, 2; pséu/do/nym (n); The word pseudonym means a false name.  

“Like a dog without a bone” means to lack hope or be uncomfortable. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #12 
fatal-inactive-energetic-vital 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #13 
soil: 2, 1; cív/il (adj); The word civil means relating to the affairs of citizenship.  

“As harmless as doves” means to be completely safe and not threatening. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #14 
obvious-clear-mysterious-puzzling 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #15 
novel: 2, 1; mím/ic (v); The word mimic means to imitate another’s actions or words.  

“Night owl” means someone who tends to stay up late. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #16 
regulated-formal-casual-unplanned 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #17 
subject: 1, 2; mó/tive (n); The word motive means the cause or reason for an action.  

“End of the trail” means that a process has come to its end. 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #18 
disdain-dislike-admire-idolize 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #19 
object: 2, 1; ú/ni/son (n); The word unison means two or more instruments or voices creating the 

same sound.  

“Goosebumps tingled” means to get the chills due to excitement, fear, or cold weather. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #20 
obnoxious-rude-disrespectful-polite 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #21 
invalid: 2, 1; pro/jéct (v) or pró/ject (n); The word project means to throw or move outward. 
The imagery of “the overwhelming fragrance of mother’s fresh bread baking in her oven” 

appeals to the sense of smell. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #22 
trivial-unimportant-important-crucial 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #23 
incense: 1, 2; hó/mo/graph (n); The word homograph means two words written the same (but not 
necessarily pronounced the same) that have different meanings. 
“A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush” means that it is better to have something that is 

certain than the possibility of something else that may not happen. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #24  
shelter-home-mansion-palace 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #25 
implement: 2, 1; fí/nite (adj); The word finite means something has limits; there’s an end to it. 

“Two wrongs don't make a right” means that doing something wrong for a good reason is never 

acceptable or right. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #26 
reckless-irresponsible-cautious-guarded 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #27 
compound: 2, 1; dí/a/logue (n); The word dialogue means a conversation between two or more 
people. 
“There's no such thing as a free lunch” means that everything has a cost or consequence. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #28 
truthful-believable-doubtful-incredible 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #29 
defect: 2, 1; ap/péal (n); The word appeal means to ask for something urgently. 

Answers: “bubbly boy”… “bench began” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #30 
humility-recognition-prestige-honor 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #31 
interest: 1, 2; ór/a/to/ry (n); The word oratory means the act of speaking in public. 

Answers: “sorrowful serenade”… “sad” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #32 
wary-prudent-careful-careless 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #33 
incline: 2, 1; pent/áth/lon (n); The word pentathlon means an athletic contest consisting of five 
events. 
Answers: “Winter watched”… “waited” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #34 
setback-misfortune-disaster-calamity 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #35 
moderate: 2, 1; thé/i/sm (n); The word theism means the belief that there is a god.  

“A burden of one's own choice is not felt” means that a chosen responsibility or task is better 

than ones that have been assigned. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #36 
involve-commit-dedicate-devote 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #37 
blunt: 2, 1; pó/tent (n); The word potent means having great strength or power.  

“A tree is known by its fruit” means that your actions reflect the kind of person you are. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #38 
complimentary-pleasing-offensive-appalling 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #39 
current: 2, 1; rég/u/lar (adj); The word regular means something that happens frequently.  

“A chain is no stronger than its weakest link” means that a small flaw or a single weakness can 

cause failure or ruin the whole. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #40 
hurt-mistreated-resentful-vengeful 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #41 
figure: 2, 1; spír/it (n); The word spirit means the nonphysical part of a person–the soul. 

Answers: “whisper”… “mumbles” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #42 
underestimate-minimize-magnify-exaggerate 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #43 
overlook: 1, 2; cér/tain (adj); The word certain means to be know something for sure. 

Answers: “oink”… “bark”… “meow”… “moo”… “chirping”… “quacking”… 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #44 
sad-distressing-tragic-catastrophic 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #45 
refrain: 2, 1; se/léct (v); The word select means to choose.  

“Doves” symbolize peace. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #46 
chaotic-unplanned-planned-systematic 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #47 
stall: 2, 1; ám/bu/lance (n); The word ambulance means a vehicle for moving sick and injured 
people to and from the hospital. 
The “bald eagle” traditionally symbolizes freedom as our national symbol. Other sources 
indicate courage or liberty. 
 

Vocabulary Worksheet #48 
approve-admire-appreciate-cherish 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #49 
hamper: 1, 2; í/ma/gery (v); The word imagery means visually descriptive language.  

“The corn lilies guarded the path to the lake” means that many corn lilies lined the path and 

prevented people from walking off the path. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #50 
dislike-hate-despise-loathe 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #51 
convict: 1, 2; brév/i/ty (n); The word brevity means brief, not wordy, writing or speaking. 

“Justice is blind” means that outside influences or one’s own opinions should not affect basic 

fairness in the courts. 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #52 
argument-division-compromise-unity 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #53 
impact: 1, 2; ác/cess (n); The word access means to get into or enter a place. 
“Kicks” means sneakers and “paycheck” means a lot of money. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #54 
jubilant-happy-mad-bitter 

  

Vocabulary Worksheet #55 
produce: 1, 2; cóg/ni/tive (adj); The word cognitive means describing an intellectual activity.  

The colloquialism “frenemy” means an enemy who acts sometimes like a friend. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #56 
misfortune-distress-tragedy-catastrophe 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #1 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
suit (v)  1. To fit a particular need. 
suit (n)  2. A matching jacket and pants or jacket and skirt.   
 
The woman wore her blue suit ___ to the job interview. Her clothes seemed to suit ___ the 
 
dress requirements of the office. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  pac    peace   ________________________ 
 
    (i)fic  make   ________________________ 
 
pacific ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
p a c i f i c  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: “in 
the ballpark.” “Were her estimated costs even in the ballpark of our budget?” she asked. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 257 

Vocabulary Worksheet #2 
 

 

Word Relationships: Synonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words  Definitions 
pragmatic (adj)  Dealing with issues in a practical, realistic way.  
realistic (adj)   Seeing things as they are, not as one thinks they should be. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
confident (adj)  Self-assurance and belief in one's abilities. 
self-assured (adj) Complete confidence in oneself and one's abilities. 

 doubtful  unsure   ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: error (n)   
Definition: A mistake.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: despite (prep)  
Definition: Not affected by.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #3 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
board (n)  1. A flat piece of sawed lumber. 
board (v)  2. To get in a vehicle or on a ship.   
 
The sailor walked across the long, narrow board ___ to board ___ the ship. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
oc      toward   ________________________ 
 
  cur    run   ________________________ 
 
occur _________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
o c c u r  (    ) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“All that glitters is not gold.” Before you get too excited about this opportunity, remember all 
that glitters is not gold. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #4 
 

 

Word Relationships: Synonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
routine (n)  A regular way of doing things, a procedure. 
mundane (adj)  Dull, boring; lacking interest or enthusiasm. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
apathetic (adj)  Completely disinterested; without emotion or commitment. 
disinterested (adj) Lacking interest or curiosity. 
 
 ______________ ______________ concerned  committed 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: technical (adj)   
Definition: The mechanical or complex 
nature of how something works. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: technique (n)  
Definition: A special way of doing 
something.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #5 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ad-dréss (v)  1. To present a formal speech to an audience.  
ád-dress (n)  2. A specific location defined by numbers and a place name.   
 

The president showed up early at the address ___ he had been provided to practice his formal  
 

address ___ to the shareholders of his company, but the auditorium was not yet open. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  phob    fear   ________________________ 
 

    ia  relating to  ________________________ 
 

phobia ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

p h o b i a  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expression used by a certain language group)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
“The apple does not fall far from the tree.” I’m not saying that he’s a bad kid, but I know his 
family, and the apple does not fall far from the tree. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #6 
 

 

Word Relationships: Antonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
interfere (v)  To be involved in other people’s business without their consent. 
benefit (v)  To help or give support. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
persevere (v)  To follow through with a plan, especially when things get tough.  
persist (v)  To continue at a difficult task. 
 

abandon  discontinue  ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: technology (n)   
Definition: Knowledge about how machines 
operate.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: valid (adj)  
Definition: Officially accepted or approved.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #7 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
mo-ped (n)  1. A low-powered motorcycle that can be pedaled. 
moped (v)  2. To have moved slowly and sadly with no real purpose.   
 
After hearing the bad news, she got on her moped ___ and cruised down to the mall where she 
 

moped ___ around for most of the afternoon. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  verb    word   ________________________ 
 
    ose  characterized by ________________________ 
 
verbose _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
v e r b o s e  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Similes (stated comparisons between two unlike things)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this simile: 
“free as a bird” Having graduated from college, the young man is now free as a bird. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #8 
 

 

Word Relationships: Antonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
opponent (n)  Someone on the other side of an issue or contest. 
ally (n)   Someone with the same interests who agrees to support or protect. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
stubborn (adj)  Refusal to compromise or change one's opinion. 
resistant (adj)  To fight against or reject. 
 

opposed ______________  ______________ bullheaded 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: volume (n)   
Definition: The total amount of something  
that can be measured. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: access (v)  
Definition: To enter into or be able to find.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #9 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
én-trance (n)  1. The opening to a new place. 
en-tránce (v)  2. To gain the attention and delight of an individual or audience.   
 

The actress knew how to entrance ___ her audience with her playful innocence. She also knew  
 

the importance of a dramatic entrance ___ . 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

as      toward   ________________________ 
 

  cend    rise   ________________________ 
 

ascend ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

a s c e n d   (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Similes (stated comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this simile: 
“As pure as the driven snow.” The child was obedient and minded her manners, but she was not 
as pure as the driven snow. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #10 
 

 

Word Relationships: Part to Whole 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
nucleus (n)  The core part of an object or group. 
cell (n)   The smallest structure within an organization. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
opulent (adj)  Wealth and comfort beyond the imagination. 
luxurious (adj)  Comfort or quality. 
 

moderate  deluxe   ______________ ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: adequate (adj)   
Definition: Having enough in quantity or 
quality for the task or situation.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: annual (adj)  
Definition: Yearly.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #11 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
seal (v)  1. To close something in an airtight manner. 
seal (n)   2. A special graphic design or symbol of authority. 
 

To seal ___ the agreement between the queen and her loyal subjects, the monarch placed her  
 

hands on the royal seal ___ and promised to fulfill her duties. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

micro      little   ________________________ 
 

  cosm    world   ________________________ 
 

microcosm ____________________________________________________________________ 
      

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

m i c r o c o s m  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this metaphor: 
“water under the bridge.” She told her new boss that their past disagreements were like water 
under the bridge. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #12 
 

 

Word Relationships: Part to Whole 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ingredient (n)  One of the basic elements needed to prepare a meal or drink. 
recipe (n)  The directions for preparing a meal or drink. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
prying (adj)  Snooping into someone else's business. 
inquisitive (adj) Curious; asking many questions. 
 

curious  ______________  nosy  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: apparent (adj)  
Definition: Obvious or easy to see.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: approximate (adj)  
Definition: An amount close to the correct 
number.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #13 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
cóm-pact (n)   1. A formal agreement or contract. 
com-páct (v)  2. To press together to make smaller. 
 

They discussed their goals and made a verbal compact ____ to compact ____ all of their 
 

recyclables into one large trash can each week. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  mal    evil   ________________________ 
 

    ice  characterized by ________________________ 
 

malice ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

m a l i c e  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this metaphor: 
“a window of opportunity” The stock market crash provided a window of opportunity for some 
investors. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #14 
 

 

Word Relationships: Degree 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
courageous (adj) Being brave in the face of danger or pain. 
careless (adj)  Not paying enough attention to avoid making mistakes. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
conceited (adj)  Full of one's self; proud or arrogant. 
egotistical (adj) Self-centered. 
 
 proud  self-important       ______________        ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: attitude (n)  
Definition: One’s feelings or opinions about 
a subject.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: attribute (n)   
Definition: The positive characteristics or 
components of a subject. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #15 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
drill (v)   1. To bore a hole into a hard material. 
drill (v)  2. To practice over and over again.   
 

The sergeant continued to drill ___ the young recruits until they could follow his commands 
 

without thinking. It took extra practice to drill ___ that obedience into some of their hard heads. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

ortho      straight  ________________________ 
 

  dox    belief   ________________________ 
 

orthodox ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

o r t h o d o x  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this metaphor: 
“Kick the bucket.” Before I kick the bucket, I’ve got quite a bucket list to take care of, including 
skydiving and bungee jumping.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #16 
 

 

Word Relationships: Degree 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
self-esteem (n)  How people value or perceive themselves. 
arrogance (n)  Extreme pride. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
miserly (adj)  Hoarding money or valuables; spending as little as possible. 
charitable (adj) Kind and willing to help others. 
 

______________ generous  greedy  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: civil (adj)  
Definition: Behaving appropriately in social 
situations.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: code (n)  
Definition: The written rules of conduct.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #17 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
de-sért (v)  1. To leave one’s responsibilities or commitments. 
dés-ert (n)  2. A dry land with little vegetation. 
 
To desert ___ his friends and family and follow his dream was selfish and short-sighted. For two   
 
years he wandered in a vast desert ___ of loneliness until he finally came to his senses. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  vir    man   ________________________ 
 
    (t)uous  full of   ________________________ 
 
virtuous ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
v i r t u o u s  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Imagery (descriptive language which especially appeals to the senses)  

 
Directions: Identify the imagery and explain how the language appeals to the senses in the 
following sentence: The bloodstained sun slipped below the horizon of the battlefield. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #18 
 

 

Word Relationships: Item to Category 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
patience (n)  The ability to endure calmly without complaint. 
character (n)  Someone’s personal qualities or reputation. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
lethargic (adj)  One who acts tired, slow, and lazy. 
industrious (adj) One who works very hard. 
 

lazy  ______________  busy     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: commit (v)   
Definition: To perform an action or promise 
to do so.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: communicate (v)  
Definition: To share verbally or non-
verbally with someone.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #19 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
éx-ploits (n)   1. Adventurous or heroic accomplishments. 
ex-plóits (v)  2. To take advantage of a situation or person.   
 

Historians have recorded the explorer’s brave exploits ___ in search of the fountain of youth;  
 

however, his diary describes how he continually exploits ____ the poor natives during his quest. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

metro      measure  ________________________ 
 

  polis    city   ________________________ 
 

metropolis ____________________________________________________________________ 
      

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

m e t r o p o l i s  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this adage: “Don’t count 
your chickens before they’re hatched.” You may think this game is won, but don’t count your 
chickens before they’re hatched. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #20 
 

 

Word Relationships: Item to Category 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
descendant (n)  Someone who is related to a specific ancestor. 
relative (n)  A family member by blood or marriage. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
modest (adj)  One who is reserved and not showy. 
humble (adj)  Awareness of one's own faults and limitations. 
 

______________ ______________ big-headed  boastful 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: concentrate (v)  
Definition: To focus one’s attention on a  
specific task. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: confer (v)  
Definition: To discuss and share opinions or 
knowledge.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #21 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
service (n)   1. A meeting for religious purposes. 
service (n)  2. An act which benefits others. 
 

Her funeral service ___ was attended by over 500 friends and family. The pastor preached a  
 

short message celebrating her life of community service ___. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

per      fully   ________________________ 
 

  jur(e)    law   ________________________ 
 

perjure _______________________________________________________________________ 
             

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

p e r j u r e  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this adage: “Pride cometh 
before a fall.” He may be all that and he knows it, but my father always told me “Pride cometh 
before a fall.” 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #22 
 

 

Word Relationships: Character to Location 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
warden (n)  The person in charge of a prison. 
penitentiary (n) A state or federal prison.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
gaunt (adj)  One who is thin and weak. 
emaciated (adj) Sickly and extremely thin. 
 
  ______________ ______________ skinny   slender    
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: cycle (n)  
Definition: Events which happen over and  
over again in the same order. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: contrast (v)  
Definition: To show how two or more things 
are different from each other.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #23 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
charge (v)   1. To make a specific accusation of wrongdoing. 
charge (v)   2. To demand payment for something purchased or used.   
 
The credit card company brought the charge ___ against her company and sued for amounts past  
 
due plus interest. Apparently, she tended to charge___, but not pay her expenses. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  mort    death   ________________________ 
 
    ify  make   ________________________ 
 
mortify  _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
m o r t i f y  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Alliteration (repetition of beginning consonant sounds)  

 
Directions: Identify the words using alliteration in the following sentence: The cascading creek 
forced its way through the canyon. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #24 
 

 

Word Relationships: Character to Location 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
professor (n)  Teacher at a college or university. 
university (n)  A collection of colleges on one campus. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
distinctive (adj) Unique, standing out from the rest. 
similar (adj)  Having the same qualities. 
 

identical ______________ different  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: debate (v)  
Definition: To discuss or argue the 
important points of a topic.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: dimension (n)  
Definition: The length, height, width, or 
depth of something.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #25 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
bluff (v)   1. To mislead or trick to gain some advantage. 
bluff (n)  2. A steep hill with a flat top.   
 

The general tried to bluff ___ his enemy by attacking on their left. His main attack was up the   
 

bluff ___, where the enemy positioned their artillery. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  mut    change   ________________________ 
 

    ant  one who does  ________________________ 
 

mutant _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

m u t a n t  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Proverbs (practical truths based upon common sense or experience)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentences, explain the meaning of this proverb: “Absence 
makes the heart grow fonder.”  I never got the old saying, “Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder” until my girlfriend went on a two-month trip. We got engaged the day that she returned. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #26 
 

 

Word Relationships: Object to its Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
manure (n)  Animal dung used to prepare soil for growing crops. 
fertilize (v)  Adding nutrients to soil to grow better crops. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
disabled (adj)  Having a limiting or challenging mental or physical condition. 
handicapped (adj) Having a limiting mental or physical condition. 
 

crippled ______________  ______________ challenged 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: domestic (adj)   
Definition: Related to things or activities 
found in the home.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: emerge (v)   
Definition: To come out of or appear.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #27 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
pupils (n)   1. Students. 
pupils (n)  2. The dark circles in the center of the eye’s iris. 
 

One of the teacher’s favorite pupils ___ tried to take the exam after an appointment with the  
 
optometrist. Both of the student’s pupils ___ were dilated, making his vision blurry. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

matri      mother   ________________________ 
 

  mony    the function of  ________________________ 
 

matrimony ____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

m a t r i m o n y  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Onomatopoeia (words spelled like their objects or actions sound) 

 
Directions: Identify the word using onomatopoeia in the following sentence: The badminton 
birdie whooshed over the net just out of her reach. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 283 

Vocabulary Worksheet #28 
 

 

Word Relationships: Object to its Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
veil (n)   A thin piece of fabric used to conceal the face. 
obscure (v)  To hide or keep from being seen. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
assertive (adj)  Willing to stand up for one’s point of view; to take a stand. 
aggressive (adj) Pushing one’s point of view in a hostile, confrontational manner. 
 
 pushy   bold      ______________        ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: ethnic (adj)  
Definition: Relating to one’s heritage or 
culture.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: grant (v)  
Definition: To give something or allow  
something to happen. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #29 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
range (n)   1. The distance from one extreme to another.   
range (n)  2. Open land with vegetation used for livestock grazing.   
 

After the cowboy left the trail ride, he set out on the open range ___, feeling the entire range ___  
 

of emotions from the thrill of money jangling in his pockets to the sadness of leaving his friends.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
bon(a)      good   ________________________ 
 

  fide    faith   ________________________ 
 

bonafide ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
b o n a f i d e  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Symbolism (an object or act which represents an idea) 
 

Directions: As used in Robert Frost’s poem, explain the symbolism of “road”:  
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I– 
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. ("The Road Not Taken." Mountain Interval, 1920) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #30 
 

 

Word Relationships: Source and it Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
lantern (n)  A portable lamp. 
illumination (n) Giving light; making clear. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
rare (adj)  Uncommon; not occurring very often. 
unique (adj)  One of a kind; like no other. 
 

______________ ______________ unusual  common 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: hypothesis (n)  
Definition: An idea to explain something  
tested in an experiment. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: implicate (v)   
Definition: To show how someone is 
involved in a crime. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #31 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
prŏ-ject (n)   1. A large and complicated task. 
pro-jéct (v)  2. To plan, estimate, or calculate. 
 
The students tried to project ___ how much time would be required to complete the semester 
 
research ___ project. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
retro      backward  ________________________ 
 
  spect    see   ________________________ 
 
retrospect _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
r e t r o s p e c t  (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Personification (words using human characteristics for non-humans) 

 
Directions: Identify the personification and interpret its use in the following sentence: The 
computer cords crept down the back of my desk, ensnaring my outstretched feet. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #32 
 

 

Word Relationships: Source and it Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
famine (n)  Widespread hunger due to an extreme shortage of food. 
malnutrition (n) Lack of nutrition from regularly not getting enough to eat. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ambitious (adj) Having a strong desire to succeed. 
nonchalant (adj) Casual; not showing a lot of interest or enthusiasm. 
 

______________ committed  careless ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: impose (v)  
Definition: To force someone to accept an 
idea or action.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: integrate (v)  
Definition: To join different or unlike things  
into one. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #33 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
pro-dúce (v)   1. To make, cause, or provide. 
pró-duce (n)  2. Agricultural products, especially fruit and vegetables.   
 
The farmers simply could not produce ___ enough of the fresh produce ___ that the supermarket  
 
required to meet the needs of its customers. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
acro      high   ________________________ 
 
  bat    beat   ________________________ 
 
acrobat _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
a c r o b a t  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Personification (words using human characteristics for non-humans) 

 
Directions: Identify the personification and interpret its use in the following sentences: Fear 
knocked on the door. Faith answered. There was no one there. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #34 
 

 

Word Relationships: Worker to Work 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
attorney (n)  A lawyer; someone who represents a client before a court or judge. 
judicial (adj)  Something relating to a court, trial, or judge. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
yield (v)  To give way or allow another to pass. 
submit (v)  To give in to the authority of another. 
 

quit   surrender ______________     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: internal (adj)  
Definition: Within.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: investigate (v)  
Definition: To find out the truth or cause of  
something. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #35 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ré-cord (n)   1. Information or facts kept for future use or reference. 
re-córd (v)  2. To write down or tape what is said or done.   
 
The court stenographer’s job was to record ___ every word of the trial and to provide the  
 
document for the permanent court record ___. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  sci    know   ________________________ 
  
    ence  state or condition ________________________ 
 
science _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
s c i e n c e  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Colloquialisms (informal language characteristic of a group of people) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the colloquialisms in the following sentence: Y’all come on 
down now, ya hear? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #36 
 

 

Word Relationships: Worker to Work 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
entrepreneur (n) Someone who takes financial risks to build a successful business. 
enterprise (n)  A challenging project or business undertaking. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
shrewd (adj)  Intelligent and able to deal with a complex situation. 
savvy (adj)  Understanding how things really work; practical.  
 

______________ ______________ sharp   clever 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: label (v)  
Definition: Attaching that which provides 
information about the subject. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: mechanism (n)   
Definition: A system or machine part 
designed to complete a certain task.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #37 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
recreation (n)   1. Mental relaxation or physical play. 
recreation (n)  2. Something made or built once again.   
 
The sculpture was a faithful recreation ___ of Michelangelo’s David. It stood on a pedestal 
 
in the center of the park. People used the park for all sorts of mental and physical recreation ___. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
bi      two   ________________________ 
 
  ped    foot   ________________________ 
 
biped _________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
b i p e d  (    ) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Colloquialisms (informal language characteristic of a group of people) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the colloquialisms in the following sentence: All game long 
they picked and popped both in the paint and downtown. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #38 
 

 

Word Relationships: Problem to Solution 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
impurity (n)  A dirty, unclean substance. 
filter (v)  To separate wanted from unwanted material. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ecstatic (adj)  Having a feeling of overwhelming joy or excitement. 
elated (adj)  Happy or joyful. 
 

depressed  sad  ______________    ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: obvious (adj)  
Definition: Easy to notice or understand.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: occupy (v)  
Definition:  To live in, stay in, or control a 
certain place or activity. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #39 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
pre-sént (v)   1. To give or provide.   
pré-sent (n)  2. What is happening now or currently.   
 
The parents wanted to present ___ the teacher with a gift tomorrow, but today was her last day 
 
at the school. For the present ___, the parents offered their heartfelt thanks for a job well done.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  luc    light   ________________________ 
 
    id  full of   ________________________ 
 
lucid _________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
l u c i d  (    ) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Allusions (references to something, someone, or some place) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the allusion in the following sentence: “That teacher definitely 
has a mean side, but he ain’t no Voldemort,” he replied.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #40 
 

 

Word Relationships: Problem to Solution 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
dispute (n)  An argument or point of disagreement. 
compromise (n) When each side gives up a demand to reach an agreement. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
distinguished (adj) Well known and greatly respected. 
dignified (adj)  Honorable and worthy of respect. 
 

______________ ______________ respectable  honorable 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: option (n)  
Definition: A choice.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: output (n)  
Definition: The amount of information, 
work, or product that is produced.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #41 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
com-bíne (v)   1. To put together. 
cóm-bine (n)  2. A group working together to promote related businesses.   
 
The almond growers formed a combine ___ to market their almonds and almond products. It  
 
made sense to combine ___their efforts and money, rather than to compete against each other. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  card(i)    heart   ________________________ 
 
    ac  belonging to  ________________________ 
 
cardiac _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
c a r d i a c  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Allusions (references to something, someone, or some place) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the allusion in the following sentence: She does what she can to 
help, but she’s not exactly Mother Teresa.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #42 
 

 

Word Relationships: Defining Characteristic 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
paranoia (n)  Mistrust or fear of others without good reason. 
suspicion (n)  The thought or idea that something may be true. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
overbearing (adj) An arrogant, bossy attitude. 
domineering (adj)   Influencing others in an unpleasant and bossy way. 
 

______________ ______________ controlling  bossy 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: parallel (adj)  
Definition: A similar relationship.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: parameter (n)  
Definition: The limit set for an individual or 
a group.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #43 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
excuse (n)   1. A reason or explanation for failing to do something. 
excuse (v)  2. To forgive or release someone from a duty or consequence. 
  
Her parent refused to write an excuse ___ for her absence. The understanding teacher wanted to 
 
excuse ___ the student from the consequences of being truant, but couldn’t do so. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  libr    book   ________________________ 
 
    arian  a person who  ________________________ 
 
librarian ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
l i b r a r i a n  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Allusions (references to something, someone, or some place) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the allusion in the following sentence: Yosemite in late spring is 
heaven on earth. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #44 
 

 

Word Relationships: Defining Characteristic 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
piety (n)  Highly religious; devotion to religion. 
pilgrim (n)  Someone who travels to a holy place for religious reasons. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
eccentric (adj)  One who is different from the usual. 
bizarre (adj)  Extremely strange and out of the ordinary. 
 
 strange  ______________  weird  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: phase (n)  
Definition: One of the steps or stages in a 
process.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: predict (v)  
Definition: To claim something will happen 
before it takes place.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #45 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
con-tráct (v)   1. To get smaller or shorter. 
cón-tract (n)  2. A legal verbal or written agreement. 
 
Our business partners wanted to extend, not contract ___ the length of our manufacturing 
 
contract ___, but we felt that was not in our company’s best interests. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  sol    sun   ________________________ 
 
    arium  a place for  ________________________ 
 
solarium ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
s o l a r i u m  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Consonance (repetition of middle or final stressed consonant sounds) 

 
Directions: Identify the words using consonance in the following sentence: I heard the patter of 
the otter’s feet as it clattered over the rocks. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #46 
 

 

Word Relationships: Lack of to Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
quarantine (n)  Isolation of the sick to prevent the spread of disease. 
epidemic (n)  A widespread and contagious sickness or disease. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
rejuvenate (v)  To make young again; to renew.  
exhilarate (v)  To excite or thrill.  
 

______________ enliven   excite  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: principal (n)  
Definition: The amount of money lent to  
someone, not including interest. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: prior (adj)  
Definition: Completed or existing before 
something else.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 302 

Vocabulary Worksheet #47 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
con-tént (adj)   1. To be happy and satisfied. 
cón-tent (n)  2. The facts, information, or collection of knowledge.   
 
The professor seemed content ___ that the majority of her students clearly grasped the course  
 
content ___. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  rid(i)    laugh   ________________________ 
 
    cule  to make small  ________________________ 
 
ridicule _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
r i d i c u l e  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Consonance (repetition of middle or final stressed consonant sounds) 

 
Directions: Identify the words using consonance in the following sentence: Her baby’s crying 
filled the lobby as she looked through the photo album on the table. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #48 
 

 

Word Relationships: Lack of to Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
hasty (adj)  To act or judge quickly before getting all the facts. 
deliberate (v)  To consider a matter carefully before deciding or acting. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
conform (v)  To behave in an acceptable manner; to follow the rules. 
comply (v)  To obey a command; to do what you are told. 
 

______________ ______________ resist   obey 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: professional (adj)  
Definition: Having specialized skills 
in a certain subject or activity.  
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: overall (adj)   
Definition: Considered as a whole; in 
general.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #49 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
con-dúct (v)  1. To manage, guide, or direct. 
cón-duct (n)  2. One’s behavior.  
 
The organization had to conduct ___ a thorough investigation into charges made regarding  
 
inappropriate conduct ___ on the job. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
tri      three   ________________________ 
 
  cycle    circle   ________________________ 
 
tricycle _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
t r i c y c l e  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Consonance (repetition of middle or final stressed consonant sounds) 

 
Directions: Identify the words using consonance in the following sentence: Thinking about what 
might lurk in the package, her darkest fears awakened once more. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #50 
 

 

Word Relationships: Tool to Worker 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
scalpel (n)  A tool used by a doctor to perform surgery. 
surgeon (n)  A medical doctor who performs surgery. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
appreciate (v)  To grow in value or importance. 
depreciate (v)  To decline in value or importance. 
 

______________ decrease  grow  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: promote (v)   
Definition: To persuade others to support or 
use something.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: regime (n)  
Definition: A government or those in power.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #51 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
com-múne (v)   1. To experience or communicate in a meaningful way. 
cóm-mune (n)  2. A collection of like-minded people living in a close community.   
 
His extended family lived in an eco-friendly commune ___ on twenty acres. Three generations of  
 
families committed to commune ___ with nature and each other by sharing money and resources. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
mono      one   ________________________ 
 
  gam(y)    marriage  ________________________ 
 
monogamy ____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
m o n o g a m y  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Verbal Irony (a contrast between what is said and what is meant) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the verbal irony in the following sentence: “How wonderful that 
you passed one of your classes,” said his mother. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #52 
 

 

Word Relationships: Tool to Worker 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
router (n)  A power tool used by carpenters for shaping wood. 
carpenter (n)  A craftsman who builds and repairs wooden things.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
resilient (adj)  Sturdy and able to withstand punishment. 
rigid (adj)  Stiff and not flexible. 
 

______________ stable   elastic  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: resolve (v)  
Definition: To find a satisfactory solution to 
a problem.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: retain (v)  
Definition: To keep or remember something.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #53 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
stern (n)   1. The back of a boat or ship. 
stern (adj)   2. A firm and harsh manner; not open to compromise. 
 
The stern ___ captain demanded unquestioned and immediate obedience. If he yelled “Mind the 
 
stern ___ and drop anchor!” the crew ran to the back of the ship and did as ordered immediately. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

juven    youth   ________________________ 
 
    ile  capable of  ________________________ 
 
juvenile _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
j u v e n i l e  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Verbal Irony (a contrast between what is said and what is meant) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the verbal irony in the following sentence: “To be completely 
honest,” she whispered, “he’s not the world’s greatest kisser.” 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #54 
 

 

Word Relationships: Cause-Effect 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
af-fect (v)  To influence or change. 
ēf-fect (n)  The result of the influence; the change itself. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
quarrel (v)  To argue angrily. 
bicker (v)  To argue or disagree about something unimportant. 
 

agree  ______________     argue   ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: series (n)  
Definition: Similar events or actions planned 
to happen after each other. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: statistic (n)  
Definition: A number or amount  
representing a fact or measurement. 
   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #55 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
polls (n)   1. The places where votes are recorded in an election. 
polls (n)  2. Scientific surveys of people’s attitudes or opinions.   
 
The polls ___ will close in one hour, but based upon our scientific exit polls ___, it would 
 
appear that the challenger has upset the incumbent. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  femin    woman   ________________________ 
 
    ine  relating to  ________________________ 
  
feminine ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
f e m i n i n e  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Verbal Irony (a contrast between what is said and what is meant) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the verbal irony in the following sentence: “My appointment 
was at exactly ten o’clock,” Petra complained, “but the doctor wants us to hurry up and wait.” 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #56 
 

 

Word Relationships: Cause-Effect 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
meddle (v)  To interfere with another person's business.  
interference (n) Getting in the way to prevent something from happening.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
maximize (v)  To make as large as possible. 
minimize (v)  To make as small as possible. 
 

______________ limit   increase ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: status (n)  
Definition: The legal or social position of an  
individual or group. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: stress (v) 
Definition: To emphasize something.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Grading the Vocabulary Worksheets 

 

 The Vocabulary Worksheets require some responses which have correct answers and 

some which permit a variety of responses. The best approach to grading is to award points for 

correct answers for these components: the Multiple Meaning Words sentence(s); the Language 

Resource syllable divisions,* accent placements, and part of speech, as well as the definitions,** 

synonyms, and/or antonyms; the Word Relationships context clue sentence; and the vocabulary 

word placements on the Connotation Spectrum. Then award points for any reasonable answers 

for these components: the Greek and Latin Word Parts section, the interpretation or explanation 

of the Figures of Speech, and the descriptions of the two Academic Language Words. 

 

*Dictionaries differ in how they divide syllables (most divide based upon pronunciation; some 

divide based upon morphological meaning).  

**Dictionaries also differ in their definitions. 

 

Following are the answers for the Multiple Meaning Words sentence(s) numbers; the Language 

Resources syllable divisions, accent placements, and parts of speech for the Greek and Latin 

vocabulary word; and the four vocabulary words in left to right order for the Connotation 

Spectrums. 

  

Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 

 

Following are the answers for the Multiple Meaning Words sentence numbers; the 

Language Resources syllable divisions, accent placements, and parts of speech for the Greek and 

Latin vocabulary word; and the four words in left to right order for the Connotation Spectrums. 

  

Vocabulary Worksheet #1 
suit: 2, 1; pa/cí/fic (adj); The word pacific means peace loving and nonviolent.  

“In the ballpark” means within the expected range of possibilities. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #2 
doubtful-unsure-confident-self-assured 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #3 
board: 1, 2; oc/cúr (v); The word occur means to happen or take place.  

“All that glitters is not gold” means that everything that looks attractive or valuable is not always 

so. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #4 
apathetic-disinterested-concerned-committed 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #5 
address: 2, 1; phó/bi/a (n); The word phobia means fear of something. 
“The apple does not fall far from the tree” means that children behave like their parents. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #6 
abandon-discontinue-persist-persevere 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #7 
moped: 1, 2; ver/bóse (adj); The word verbose means characterized by too many words. 
“Free as a bird” means to be with responsibilities or commitments. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #8 
opposed-resistant-stubborn-bullheaded 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #9 
entrance: 2, 1; as/cénd (v); The word ascend means to elevate or climb.  

“As pure as the driven snow” means to be completely good. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #10 
moderate-deluxe-luxurious-opulent 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #11 
seal: 1, 2; mí/cro/co/sm (n); The word microcosm means a smaller version of something.  

“Water under the bridge” means that past events should be forgotten or ignored. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #12 
curious- inquisitive-nosy-prying 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #13 
compact: 1, 2; mál/ice (n); The word malice means the desire or intent to do evil.  

“A window of opportunity” means a period of time in which one can act. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #14 
proud-self-important-conceited-egotistical 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #15 
drill: 2, 1; ór/tho/dox (adj); The word orthodox means correct thinking.  

“Kick the bucket” means to die. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #16 
charitable-generous-greedy-miserly 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #17 
desert: 1, 2; vír/tu/ous (adj); The word virtuous means someone who is honest and respectable. 

“The bloodstained sun” uses visual imagery to show the violence and death of the battlefield. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #18 
lazy-lethargic-busy-industrious 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #19 
exploits: 1, 2; me/tró/po/lis (n); The word metropolis means a large city.  

“Don’t count your chickens before they’re hatched” means you shouldn’t be sure of a result until 

it happens. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #20 
humble-modest-big-headed-boastful 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #21 
service: 1, 2; pér/jure (v); The word perjure means to lie in a court of law.  

“Pride cometh before a fall” means that thinking too highly of oneself will lead to negative 

consequences. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #22 
emaciated-gaunt-skinny-slender 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #23 
charge: 1, 2; mór/ti/fy (v); The word mortify means to make someone feel ashamed or 

embarrassed.  

Answers: “cascading,” “creek,” “canyon” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #24  
identical-similar-different-distinctive 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #25 
bluff: 1, 2; mú/tant (adj); The word mutant means something that has changed from one form 

into another.  

“Absence makes the heart grow fonder” means that being apart from someone you love makes 
you love that person even more. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #26 
crippled-handicapped-disabled-challenged 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #27 
pupils: 1, 2; má/tri/mo/ny (n); The word matrimony means the ceremony of marriage.  

Answer: “whooshed” 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #28 
pushy-bold-assertive-aggressive 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #29 
range: 2, 1; bó/na/fide (adj); The word bonafide means real or genuine. 
In the poem the “road” symbolizes a path in life or a lifestyle.  

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #30 
unique-rare-unusual-common 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #31 
project: 2, 1; ré/tro/spect (n); The word retrospect means a review of past events. 
Answers: “crept, “ensnared” Computer cords are given human characteristics. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #32 
ambitious-committed-careless-nonchalant 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #33 
produce: 1, 2; ác/ro/bat (n); The word acrobat means a performer of gymnastic feats. 

Answers: “knocked”… “answered” Fear is given human characteristics. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #34 
quit-surrender-submit-yield 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #35 
record: 2, 1; scí/ence (n); The word science means the study of the natural world. 

Answers: “Y’all,” “ya” These colloquialisms both mean you. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #36 
shrewd-savvy-sharp-clever 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #37 
recreation: 2, 1; bí/ped (n); The word biped means an animal that walks on two feet. 

Answers: “picked,” “popped,” “paint,” “downtown” This colloquialism means that basketball 

players blocked and shot close to and far away from the basket. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #38 
depressed-sad-elated-ecstatic 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #39 
present: 1, 2; lú/cid (adj); The word lucid means the ability to communicate clearly. 

Voldemort is the evil wizard in the Harry Potter series. Voldemort is much meaner than the 

teacher. 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #40 
distinguished-dignified-respectable-honorable 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #41 
combine: 2, 1; cár/di/ac (adj); The word cardiac means relating to the heart. 

Mother Teresa was the Roman Catholic nun who worked with the poor in Calcutta, India. “She” 

is helpful, but not extremely so. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #42 
domineering-overbearing-controlling-bossy 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #43 
excuse: 1, 2; lí/brar/i/an (n); The word librarian means a person who manages a library. 

Yosemite is National Park in California. Its beauty is perfect as is heaven. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #44 
strange-eccentric-weird-bizarre 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #45 
contract: 1, 2; só/lar/i/um (n); The word solarium means a room designed let it in the sun. 

Answers: “patter,” “otter,” “feet,” “clattered”  

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #46 
rejuvenate-enliven-excite-exhilarate 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #47 
content: 1, 2; rí/di/cule (v); The word ridicule means to make fun of someone or something. 
Answers: “baby’s,” “lobby,” “album,” “table” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #48 
conform-comply-resist-obey 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #49 
conduct: 1, 2; trí/cy/cle (n); The word tricycle means a vehicle with three wheels. 

Answers: “Thinking,” “lurk,” “package,” “darkest,” “awakened” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #50 
depreciate-decrease-grow-appreciate 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #51 
commune: 2, 1; mo/nó/ga/my (n); The word monogamy means being married to one person. 

The statement is ironic because saying “one” class was passed means that more than one was 

failed. 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #52 
rigid-stable-elastic-resilient 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #53 
stern: 2, 1; jú/ve/nile (adj or n); The word juvenile means relating to young people. 

The statement is ironic because saying “he’s not the world’s greatest” means that many others 

are better kissers. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #54 
agree-bicker-argue-quarrel 

  

Vocabulary Worksheet #55 
polls: 1, 2; fé/mi/nine (adj); The word feminine means relating to women. 
The statement is ironic because saying “to hurry up” means the opposite of “wait.” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #56 
minimize-limit-increase-maximize 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #1 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
crop (n)   1. A plant grown by farmers for use as food. 
crop (v)  2. To cut or trim.   
 
The farmer had to crop ___ the photograph of his farm to fit his website. The bar graph of his  
 
2012 wheat crop ___ production was found on another web page.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  carn(i)    meat   _______________________ 
 
  vore    eat   _______________________ 
 
carnivore _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
c a r n i v o r e  (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expressions used by a certain language group)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
Outside it was raining cats and dogs. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #2 
 

 

Word Relationships: Synonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
bother (v)  To annoy someone. 
irritate (v)  To annoy someone to the extreme over a period of time. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
extrovert (n)  Someone confident and outgoing. 
introvert (n)  Someone who lacks confidence in public situations. 
 

______________ social   shy  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: subsequent (adj)   
Definition: Taking place after something 
else. 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: academy (n)   
Definition: A private secondary school.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #3 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
bear (v)   1. To hold up or support. 
bear (v)  2. To have as a visible characteristic.   
 
Her parents bear ___ most of the blame for their daughters’ lack of manners. In fact, their 
 
daughters bear ___ a resemblance to the ill-mannered chimpanzees at our local zoo.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  hema(t)   blood   ________________________ 
 
  oma    swelling  ________________________ 
 
hematoma _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
h e m a t o m a  (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expressions used by a certain language group)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
Working two jobs, his father was burning the candle at both ends. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #4 
 

 

Word Relationships: Synonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
caricature (n)  An exaggerated drawing of someone. 
imitation (n)  A copy of someone else’s actions. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
abundant (adj)  In plentiful supply. 
scarce (adj)  Lacking or unavailable. 
 

______________ plentiful  ______________  rare 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: alter (v)  
Definition: To change or modify.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: amend (v)  
Definition: To correct and change for the 
better.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #5 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
bāss (n)   1. The low sounds produced by voice or musical instrument. 
băss (n)   2. An edible fish that lives in both ocean and fresh water. 
 
The fisherman turned up the bass ___ on his truck’s subwoofer to attract the bass ___ toward the  
 
surface of the lake. Then he cast his line and reeled them in all morning long. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
bi      two   ________________________ 
 
  opsy    examination  ________________________ 
 
biopsy ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
b i o p s y  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Idioms (non-literal expressions used by a certain language group)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this idiom: 
Despite her problems, she was an optimist and believed that every cloud has a silver lining. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #6 
 

 

Word Relationships: Antonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
virtue (n)  A quality or practice of moral goodness. 
vice (n)  A bad quality or immoral behavior. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
attractive (adj)  A quality that appeals to others. 
repulsive (adj)  A quality that is unappealing to others. 
 

beautiful ______________  ugly     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: aware (adj)  
Definition: A realization or understanding; 
to notice something.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: capacity (n)  
Definition: How much one is able to receive 
or hold.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #7 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
cool (adj)  1. Calm under pressure. 
cool (adj)  2. Unfriendly to someone or something.   
 
The accused criminal was certainly cool ___ to the suggestion that he should plead guilty;  
 

however, he was cool ___ and collected when questioned by the prosecuting attorney. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  psycho    mind   ________________________ 
 
  path    feeling   ________________________ 
 
psychopath ____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
p s y c h o p a t h  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Similes (stated comparisons between two unlike things)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this simile: 
“like two peas in a pod” The friends are like two peas in a pod. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #8 
 

 

Word Relationships: Antonyms 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
voluntary (adj)  Describing an action that involves personal choice. 
compulsory (adj) Describing a required action that involves no personal choice. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
admonish (v)  To tell someone that he has done something wrong. 
praise (v)  To show admiration. 
 

______________ blame   accept  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: challenge (n)  
Definition: A contest or test of one’s 
abilities.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: clause (n)  
Definition: A section of a legal document.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #9 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
óf-fense (n)   1. The part or members of a team that scores points. 
of-fénse (n)  2. An unwanted or illegal action.   
 

The team’s leader on offense ___ scored more points than the next two players combined. His  
 

only offense ___ was that he never properly credited his teammates for their help. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  xeno    foreign   ________________________ 
 
  phil(e)    love   ________________________ 
 

xenophile  _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

x e n o p h i l e   (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Metaphors (implied comparisons between two unlike things)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the meaning of this metaphor: 
“a wolf in sheep’s clothing” The salesperson was a wolf in sheep’s clothing as he casually 
answered the eager shoppers’ questions about his product. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #10 
 

 

Word Relationships: Part to Whole 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
vowel (n)  A sound or spelling that is not a consonant. 
phonics (n)  Reading instruction which applies sounds to the alphabetic code. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
valiant (adj)  Brave, bold, and determined. 
timid (adj)  One who lacks courage or confidence in public situations. 
 

______________ bold   reserved    ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: compound (v)  
Definition: To add to or increase.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: consult (v)  
Definition: To ask for or offer advice.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #11 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
pró-ceeds (n)   1. The money gained in exchange for a sale or a service. 
pro-céeds (v)   2. To continue doing something.   
 
If the club proceeds ___ with its plan to remodel its meeting hall, the proceeds ___ from the  
 
charity fundraiser will help out immensely.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
epi      upon   ________________________ 
 
  taph    tomb   ________________________ 
 
epitaph _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
e p i t a p h  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Imagery (descriptive language which especially appeals to the senses)  

 
Directions: Identify the imagery and explain how the language appeals to the senses in the 
following sentence: Through the sands of time slipped away my influence upon that child. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #12 
 

 

Word Relationships: Part to Whole 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
galaxy (n)  A group of solar systems and the space in between. 
universe (n)  All of the galaxies and space. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
brilliant (adj)  Very bright and intense light. 
dim (adj)  Not giving much light; unclear. 
 

______________ bright   dull     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: contact (v)  
Definition: To interact with or touch.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: decline (v)  
Definition: To refuse politely.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #13 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
finish (n)   1. The appearance or make-up of an object’s surface. 
finish (v)  2. To complete something.   
 

The finish ___ on the book cover was glossy with colorful pictures of the main characters. It  
 

made any reader want to dive right into the story and read without stopping to finish ___ it. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  vict    conquer  ________________________ 
  
    or  one who  ________________________ 
 

victor ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

v i c t o r  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this adage: “The grass is 
always greener on the other side.” The man quit his job to look for another, thinking that the 
grass is always greener on the other side. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #14 
 

 

Word Relationships: Degree 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
opinion (n)  Ideas or beliefs about a subject. 
propaganda (n) False or misleading information carried out through deception. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
serene (adj)  Peaceful. 
frantic (adj)  Worried or frightened to an extreme. 
 

______________ calm   troubled ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: discrete (adj)  
Definition: Separate or different parts of 
something.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: draft (v)  
Definition: To write or draw a plan, 
document, or picture.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #15 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
grave (n)   1. The place of burial. 
grave (adj)  2. Being quiet, serious, or bad.   
 

Today we gather at their grave ___ sites to express our grief. The grave ___ effect of the natural  
 
gas leak led to the evacuation of the entire community and the death of five of our neighbors.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  cor    run   ________________________ 
 
  rect    straight  ________________________ 
 
correct _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

c o r r e c t  ( n ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Adages (old and widely-known sayings expressing an accepted truth 
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this adage: “Don't judge a 
book by its cover.” As the father looked at his daughter’s new boyfriend, the father remembered 
his wife’s admonition: “Don't judge a book by its cover.” 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Vocabulary Worksheet #16 
 

 

Word Relationships: Degree 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
frugal (adj)  Being careful to purchase only what is needed; a small amount. 
thrifty (adj)  Being careful or wise about spending money. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
inept (adj)  Being unskilled at a certain task. 
capable (adj)  Being skilled at certain tasks. 
 

expert  ______________  ______________ unskilled 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: entity (n)  
Definition: Something that exists on its own.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: equivalent (n)  
Definition: Something equal to or the same 
as something else.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #17 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
indent (v)   1. To establish a new margin to indicate a paragraph. 
indent (v)  2. To mark into the surface of something.   
 
Joseph wanted to indent ___ the invitation with his family crest. His mother asked him to  
 
indent ___ the first line of each paragraph. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  pod    foot   ________________________ 
 
    ium  place   ________________________ 
 
podium _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
p o d i u m  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Alliteration (repetition of beginning consonant sounds)  

 
Directions: Identify the words using alliteration in the following sentence: The creaking closet 
closed on its own. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #18 
 

 

Word Relationships: Item to Category 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
anguish (n)  Extreme worry or pain. 
emotion (n)  One’s feelings or state of mind. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
extravagant (adj) Giving or spending beyond what is usual or expected. 
stingy (adj)  Refusing to share what one has. 
 

______________ cheap   generous    ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: evolve (v)  
Definition: To change or develop gradually.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: expose (v)  
Definition: To display publicly.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 336 

Vocabulary Worksheet #19 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
úp-set (n)   1. An unexpected victory by a weaker opponent. 
up-sét (adj)  2. To be sad, angry, or worried.   
 
The team captain was clearly upset ___ about her team’s loss to the weaker team. Of course, the  
 
upset ___ made all the newspaper headlines. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  orig    beginning  ________________________ 
 
    in  become  ________________________ 
 
origin ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
o r i g i n  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Onomatopoeia (words spelled like their objects or actions sound) 

 
Directions: Identify the words using onomatopoeia in the following sentence: The basketball 
rattled its way around the rim and swooshed through the net. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 337 

Vocabulary Worksheet #20 
 

 

Word Relationships: Item to Category 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
kidney (n)  One of two organs in the lower back. 
organ (n)  An internal body part that serves a special purpose. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
vindictive (adj) Describing someone who seeks revenge for previous offenses. 
forgiving (adj)  Describing someone who excuses or overlooks an offense. 
 

______________ punishing  accepting ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: external (adj)   
Definition: The outside of something.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: facilitate (v) 
Definition: To arrange and make easier.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #21 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
resort (n)   1. A vacation destination. 
resort (v)  2. To yield to an extreme action because other options have failed.   
 
The owners of the vacation resort ___ offered a special promotion; however, few customers took  
 
advantage of this offer, so the owners had to resort ___ to even deeper discounts. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
an      without  ________________________ 
 
  nounce    declare   ________________________ 
 
announce _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
a n n o u n c e  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Personification (words using human characteristics for non-humans) 

 
Directions: Identify the personification and interpret its use in the following sentence: When 
opportunity knocks, you have to be prepared to walk through that door. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #22 
 

 

Word Relationships: Character to Location 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
astronomer (n)  A scientist who studies the planets, moons, stars, and space. 
observatory (n) A building designed with astronomical equipment.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
distress (v)  To make someone feel upset. 
cultivate (v)  To prepare for a special task or to develop a skill. 
 

______________ encourage  discourage ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: fundamental (adj)   
Definition: Describing something of basic 
importance.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: generate (v)  
Definition: To produce or create.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #23 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
reform (n)   1. A positive change. 
reform (v)   2. To form again.   
 

After disbanding, the committee had to reform ___ in order to consider how to reform ___ the 
 

entire voting process. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

ad      toward   ________________________ 
 

  junct    join   ________________________ 
 

adjunct  _______________________________________________________________________ 
      

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

a d j u n c t  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Proverbs (practical truths based upon common sense or experience)  
 

Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the meaning of this proverb: “Absence 
makes the heart grow fonder.” After returning from active duty overseas, the soldier and his 
sweetheart were married within weeks. Truly, “absence makes the heart grow fonder.”   
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #24 
 

 

Word Relationships: Character to Location 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
protagonist (n)  The main character in a play or story. 
novel (n)  A fictional story written in book form. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
blissful (adj)  Being extremely happy. 
sullen (adj)  Being silent and angry. 
 

______________ cheerful  sad  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: generation (n)  
Definition: A group of people born and  
living at the same time. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: image (n)  
Definition: A picture, likeness, or commonly 
held opinion of something or someone.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #25 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
cón-test (n)   1. A competition among groups or individuals. 
con-tést (v)  2. To challenge or oppose an action or decision.   
 

The contest ___ rules permitted some students to have access to the spelling word list,  
 
but not all students, the students tried to contest ___ the results of the District Spelling Bee. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

af      toward   ________________________ 
 

  firm    fixed securely  ________________________ 
 

affirm ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

a f f i r m  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Symbolism (an object or act which represents an idea) 

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, explain the symbolism of a “red rose”: The young 
man gave the girl a single red rose to tell her how he feels.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #26 
 

 

Word Relationships: Object to its Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
scalpel (n)  A sharp knife used by a surgeon. 
surgery (n)  A procedure in which a doctor cuts into a patient to fix a problem. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
obsolete (adj)  No longer in use. 
outdated (adj)  No longer fashionable. 
 

modern  current       ______________    ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: liberal (adj)  
Definition: Favoring social change and/or 
political reform.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: license (n)  
Definition: An official document or 
permission to do something.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #27 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
cón-verse (n)   1. The opposite of something. 
con-vérse (v)  2. To discuss back and forth.   
 
The two students converse ___ nightly about the books they are reading in the Book Club. When  
 
one shares an opinion, the other argues the converse ___ to keep the discussion interesting.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
ac      toward   ________________________ 
 
  cept    take or receive  ________________________ 
 
accept ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
a c c e p t  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Colloquialisms (informal language characteristics of a group of people) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the colloquialism in the following sentence: Do you want to 
hang out after the concert? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 345 

Vocabulary Worksheet #28 
 

 

Word Relationships: Object to its Use 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
router (n)  An electronic component which connects data lines within a network. 
data (n)  Digital information that can be transmitted or processed. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
immense (adj)  Extremely large. 
miniscule (adj) Extremely small. 
 

______________ large   tiny     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: logic (n)  
Definition: Thought or argument based upon 
reason.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: marginal (adj)   
Definition: Being insignificant or not 
relevant.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #29 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
mī-núte (adj)   1. Extremely small.   
mĭn-ute (n)  2. Sixty seconds.   
 
With each passing minute ___, the minute ___ misunderstanding grew into larger conflicts.  
 
These minor conflicts could have been solved at the outset, but not now. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  pyro    fire   ________________________ 
 
  mania    madness  ________________________ 
 
pyromania ____________________________________________________________________ 
             

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
p y r o m a n i a  (    ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Allusions (references to something, someone, or some place) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the allusion in the following sentence: The protestors just might 
stage a tea party of their own before long. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #30 
 

 

Word Relationships: Source and its Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
conflict (n)  A disagreement or argument. 
friction (n)  Angry feelings between two or more people. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
idle (adj)  Not working or producing anything of value. 
industrious (adj) Describing someone working hard. 
 

lazy  ______________       busy     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: mental (adj)  
Definition: Having to do with the mind or 
thought process.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: modify (v)  
Definition: To describe or change something 
for another purpose.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #31 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
resign (v)   1. To quit a job or a position. 
resign (v)  2. To yield to or accept as true.   
 

The employee tried to resign ___ from his position, but his boss refused to accept his resignation. 
 

Instead, the employee had to resign ___ himself to the fact that his boss needed him. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  belli    war   ________________________ 
 

    (c)ose  marked by  ________________________ 
 

bellicose ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

b e l l i c o s e  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Allusions (references to something, someone, or some place) 
 

Directions: Identify and explain the allusion in the following sentence: The bride’s young 
nephew took a lot of pride in his job as ring bearer. In fact, the wedding party began calling him 
“The Lord of the Rings.” 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #32 
 

 

Word Relationships: Source and its Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
mutation (n)  A genetic change in a plant or animal. 
variation (n)  A difference among similar things. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
feeble (adj)  Weak, ineffective, or bad. 
stout (adj)  Having a thick body. 
 

______________ weak   tough     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: monitor (v)  
Definition: To observe carefully to keep  
track of something or someone. 
   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: network (v)  
Definition: An organizational relationship of 
people or things.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #33 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
rē-fúse (v)   1. To reject or fail to accept. 
rĕ-fuse (n)  2. Items considered as useless or as trash.   
 
Despite numerous reminders, many of our staff still refuse ___ to recycle their refuse ___. 
 
Any ideas as to how to improve participation in our recycling program would be welcomed. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  alt(i)    high   ________________________ 
 
    tude  condition  ________________________ 
 
altitude _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
a l t i t u d e  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Consonance (repetition of middle or final stressed consonant sounds) 

 
Directions: Identify the words using consonance in the following sentence: Annika dropped her 
gold locket in the thicket.   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #34 
 

 

Word Relationships: Worker to Work 

  

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
tailor (n)  Someone who makes, repairs, or alters clothing. 
alteration (n)  A change or modification. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
reckless (adj)  One who acts in a careless and dangerous manner. 
tentative (adj)  Unsure or hesitant. 
 

______________ careful   foolish  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: notion (n)  
Definition: A general belief or opinion.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: objective (adj)  
Definition: Describing thought that is not  
influenced by bias. 
 

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #35 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
rĕs-u-mé (n)   1. A description of one’s education, work, and volunteer experience. 
rē-súme (v)  2. To continue where one left off.   
 
The job-seeker got a good start on her résumé ___, but she had to interrupt her work to help her  
 
children with their homework. Later that afternoon, she tried to resume ___ where she left off. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  pug    fight   ________________________ 
  
    ilist  one who  ________________________ 
 
pugilist _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
p u g i l i s t  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Consonance (repetition of middle or final stressed consonant sounds) 

 
Directions: Identify the words using consonance in the following sentence: The proud wind 
whipped through the meadow. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #36 
 

 

Word Relationships: Worker to Work 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
minister (n)  A religious leader. 
sermon (n)  A religious message. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
pliable (adj)  Able to easily bend without breaking. 
elastic (adj)  Very easy to stretch, bend or change without breaking. 
 

______________ ______________ flexible  firm 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: orient (v)  
Definition: To establish location by 
referencing a fixed object.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: perspective (n)   
Definition: One’s point of view or way of 
seeing things.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #37 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
scale (n)   1. A standard of measurement. 
scale (v)  2. To climb.   
 
To scale ___ the corporate ladder, she had to get to work early and leave work late. On a 
 
scale ___ of 1-10, she was rated a perfect 10 by her bosses. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
of      against   ________________________ 
 
  fend    strike   ________________________ 
 
offend ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
o f f e n d  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Assonance (repetition of internal vowel sounds) 

 
Directions: Identify the words using assonance in the following sentence: I made my way past 
the lake on that straight and narrow path. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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  Vocabulary Worksheet #38 
 

 

Word Relationships: Problem to Solution 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
imply (v)  To suggest something to be true. 
infer (v)  To reach a conclusion or a judgment about the meaning of something. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
elude (v)  To escape from something or someone using skill. 
engage (v)  To become involved in a certain activity. 
 

______________ avoid   contact     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: precise (adj)  
Definition: Being exact, accurate, or 
definite.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: prime (adj)  
Definition: Being first in quality or position.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #39 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
hail (n)   1. Precipitation in the form of ice pellets. 
hail (v)  2. To call or draw attention to something or someone.   
 
The hail ___ began shortly after noon as we were walking in the park. We quickly ran out to the  
 
street to hail ___ a taxi to take us home. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  chron    time   ________________________ 
 
    icle  relating to  ________________________ 
 
chronicle ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
c h r o n i c l e  (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Assonance (repetition of internal vowel sounds) 

 
Directions: Identify the words using assonance in the following sentence: Beekeepers routinely 
cheat bees of their hard-earned honey.   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Vocabulary Worksheet #40 
 

 

Word Relationships: Problem to Solution 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
infection (n)  A disease caused by a bacteria or virus. 
diagnosis (n)  A test or a conclusion that tells what is right and wrong. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
clarify (v)  To make clear. 
baffle (v)  To confuse. 
 

______________ confuse  define  ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: psychology (n)  
Definition: The study of the human mind 
and behavior.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: pursue (v)  
Definition: To follow with an established 
purpose or end goal.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #41 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
chair (n)   1. A position of leadership. 
chair (v)  2. To exercise official authority over a group.   
 
The committee chair ___ had been appointed to chair ___ the public hearing on school 
 
finances. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  man    remain   ________________________ 
 
    age  condition  ________________________ 
 
manage _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
m a n a g e  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Verbal Irony (a contrast between what is said and what is meant) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the verbal irony in the following sentence: “I see you’re still 
using your bedroom floor as a sanitary dumping station,” his father remarked. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #42 
 

 

Word Relationships: Defining Characteristic 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
recession (n)  A poor economy in which business is bad and jobs are scarce. 
unemployment n) The number of people without a job. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
adversity (n)  A difficult or challenging situation or period of time. 
prosperity (adj) Describing a good economy for business and individuals. 
 

______________ misfortune  success ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: ratio (n)  
Definition: A mathematical relationship of  
two similar groups or things. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: reject (v)  
Definition: To refuse to accept or use.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #43 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
bank (n)   1. A slope of land. 
bank (v)  2. To pile up or gather together.   
 
The contractor used gravel and concrete to mix with the existing dirt to bank ___ the edge of the 
 
highway. The bank ___ was very steep along portions of the road. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
il      into   ________________________ 
 
  lumin(e)   light   ________________________ 
 
illumine ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
i l l u m i n e  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Verbal Irony (a contrast between what is said and what is meant) 

 
Directions: Identify and explain the verbal irony in the following sentence: “I’m sorry,” his wife 
said, “I should have read your mind and known what you want. You shouldn’t have to tell me.” 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #44 
 

 

Word Relationships: Defining Characteristic 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
verdict (n)  An official court decision as to guilt or innocence. 
trial (n)  The legal process in which the accused is found to be guilty or innocent. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
debacle (n)  A complete collapse or catastrophe. 
blockbuster (adj) Describing an extremely successful book or movie. 
 

______________ hit  disappointment ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: revenue (n)  
Definition: A government’s income from all 
sources, including taxes.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: stable (adj)  
Definition: Being resistant to change or 
movement.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #45 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
channel (n)   1. The deepest part of a river, often where boats travel. 
channel (v)  2. To narrow down or focus one’s concentration. 
 

We need to channel ___ our resources into what will best meet our transportation needs. When 
 

the channel ___ has been deepened, we will have better options delivering our freight. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  oper    work   ________________________ 
 

    ative  having the nature of ________________________ 
 

operative ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

o p e r a t i v e  (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Situational Irony (a contrast between what happens and what is 

expected to happen) 
 

Directions: Identify and explain the situational irony in the following sentence: His friend barely 
avoided the unexpected spray of the pop-up sprinkler only to fall into the swimming pool. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #46 
 

 

Word Relationships: Lack of to Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
poverty (n)  The condition of being poor. 
wealth (n)  A large amount of money or property. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
graceful (n)  One who moves or acts in an attractive, kind, or pleasing way. 
awkward (adj)  Describing uncomfortable or embarrassing movement or action.  
 

clumsy  ______________    coordinated     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: sustain (v)  
Definition: To withstand, support, or 
maintain.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: symbol (n)  
Definition: Something that represents or 
stands for something else.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #47 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
base (adj)   1. Something inferior or immoral. 
base (v)  2. To support or hold something up.   
 

The mob’s base ___ instincts of selfishness and greed surfaced and the riot began despite the fact  
 
that the mob tried to base ___ their claims on their Constitutional freedoms.  
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  sequ    follow   ________________________ 
 

    el  act or process of ________________________ 
 

sequel ________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

s e q u e l  (    ) __________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Situational Irony (a contrast between what happens and what is 

expected to happen) 
 

Directions: Identify and explain the situational irony in the following sentence: After saving for 
six months, she bought the phone she wanted. The next day it was offered free with her plan. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #48 
 

 

Word Relationships: Lack of to Object 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
ignorance (n)  Lack of knowledge or experience. 
wisdom (n)  Knowledge gained over time through learning or experience. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
polite (adj)  Behaving in an acceptable manner, according to a set of rules. 
inconsiderate (adj) Behaving unacceptably without regard to others’ feelings. 
 

rude  ______________       ______________        courteous 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: target (n)  
Definition: An object or desired goal.   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: transit (n)   
Definition: The process of moving people or 
things to another location.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #49 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
fine (adj)  1. Of superior quality. 
fine (adj)  2. Very small in size or thickness.  
 

It’s a fine___ line between paying employees well for their work and making enough of a profit  
 

to keep a small business successful. Plus, fine ___ products are always expensive to produce. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

sur      under   ________________________ 
 

  viv(e)    live   ________________________ 
 

survive _______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

s u r v i v e  (    ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the best synonym and antonym for the vocabulary word. 
 

Synonym __________________________ Antonym __________________________ 
 

Dramatic Irony (the reader knows something the character does not) 
 

Directions: Identify and explain the dramatic irony in this scene from Romeo and Juliet. When 
Romeo finds his lover, Juliet, in a drugged sleep, he assumes she is dead and kills himself to join 
her in the afterlife. When Juliet wakes up, she sees Romeo and kills herself. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Vocabulary Worksheet #50 
 

 

Word Relationships: Tool to Worker 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
stethoscope (n) A doctor’s instrument used to listen to the heart and breathing. 
internist (n)  A doctor specializing in the treatment of diseases. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
incompetent (adj) Describing someone unable to perform a certain task. 
adept (n)  Someone very good or skillful at a certain task. 
 

______________  able  unqualified     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: trend (n)  
Definition: A measurable pattern of 
movement or change.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: version (n)  
Definition: A copy, description, or 
interpretation of something else.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #51 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 
 

Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 
court (n)   1. The place and people involved in a legal case. 
court (v)  2. To romance.   
 

He met his future sweetheart, Jenny, in traffic court ___. Because he was very traditional, he  
 

asked permission of Jenny’s father to court ___ her. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  
 

Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

  proto    first   ________________________ 
 

  typ(e)    model   ________________________ 
 

prototype _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 

p r o t o t y p e  (    ) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Dramatic Irony (the reader knows something the character does not) 
 

Directions: Identify and explain the dramatic irony in this scene from Oedipus Rex. Oedipus 
warns Creon that no one who sins against a relative will escape the wrath of the gods, when 
Oedipus himself has unknowingly killed his own father.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #52 
 

 

Word Relationships: Tool to Worker 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
barometer (n)  A weather instrument measuring changes in air pressure. 
meteorologist (n) A scientist who studies the weather.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
chaotic (adj)  Completely unorganized or out of control. 
systematized (adj) Organized according to carefully standardized procedures. 
 

______________ organized  unordered    ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: welfare (n)  
Definition: Happiness, health, and financial 
success.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: abstract (adj)  
Definition: A general idea with few details. 
   

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #53 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentences below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
degree (n)   1. The extent or part of the whole. 
degree (n)   2. The academic title which indicates completed college coursework.     
 
The degree ___ to which she studied for tests determined her success in each class. She had  
 
hoped to earn her degree ___ by this fall, but she had to take one more class in her major. 
 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 

prim    first   ________________________ 
 
    acy  state or quality  ________________________ 
 
primacy ______________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
p r i m a c y  (    ) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a dictionary to write two inflected forms of the vocabulary word. 
 

Inflected Form _________________________ Inflected Form _________________________ 
 

Puns (word play involving two or more meanings of the same word)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the pun: I wondered why the 
baseball was getting bigger, and then it hit me. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #54 
 

 

Word Relationships: Cause-Effect 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
startle (v)  To shock or surprise in a sudden manner. 
flinch (n)  To react to someone or something by quickly moving away. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
decent (adj)  Following acceptable moral standards. 
obscene (adj)  Extremely unfair, inappropriate, or immoral. 
 

honorable ______________  improper    ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: acknowledge (v)   
Definition: To accept or give recognition.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: aggregate (v)   
Definition: To put together information or 
materials.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #55 
 

 

Multiple Meaning Words 

 
Directions: Write the number of the definition that best matches the use of each vocabulary 
word in the sentence below.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
recover (v)   1. To restore or gain back. 
recover (v)  2. To cover once again.   
 
“I know we could never recover ___ the beauty of this damaged old couch,” he said, “but it  
 
would certainly look more presentable if we could recover ___ it.” 

 

Greek and Latin Word Parts: Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes  

 
Directions: For each prefix, root, or suffix, write an example word which includes the word part. 
Then use the word part meanings to help you write your own definition of the vocabulary word. 
 

Prefix  Root  Suffix  Meaning  Example Words 
 
  domin    master   ________________________ 
 
    ion  process or result ________________________ 
  
dominion _____________________________________________________________________ 
       

Language Resources: Dictionary and Thesaurus   

 
Directions: Consult a dictionary to divide the vocabulary word into syl/la/bles, mark its primary 
áccent, list its part of speech, and write its primary definition. Compare to your definition above. 
 
d o m i n i o n  (    ) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Consult a thesaurus to write the two best synonyms for the vocabulary word. 
 
Synonym __________________________ Synonym __________________________ 
 

Puns (word play involving two or more meanings of the same word)  

 
Directions: As used in the following sentence, interpret or explain the pun: My watch was 
missing, but I didn’t have the time to look for it. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Worksheet #56 
 

 

Word Relationships: Cause-Effect 

 

Directions: Write one or two sentences using both vocabulary words. Use SALE (Synonym, 
Antonym, Logic, Example) context clues to show the related meanings of each word.  
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
prejudice (n)  An unfair or inaccurate judgment based upon ignorance. 
discrimination (n) Unfair treatment or actions against people based upon prejudice.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Connotations: Shades of Meaning 

  
Directions: Write the vocabulary words where they belong on the     Connotation Spectrum.     
 
Vocabulary Words Definitions 
endure (v)  To remain in a difficult situation over a long period of time. 
desist (v)  To stop or refrain from doing something. 
 

quit  ______________    continue     ______________ 
  

Academic Language 

 
Directions: Describe the vocabulary words in each box. 
 
Vocabulary Word: allocate (v)  
Definition: To assign or distribute resources  
for a purpose. 
  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 

 
Vocabulary Word: assign (v)  
Definition: To set apart or designate 
something or someone for a purpose.  

Similar to… 
 

Different than… Example, Characteristics, or Picture: 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Grading the Vocabulary Worksheets 

 

 The Vocabulary Worksheets require some responses which have correct answers and 

some which permit a variety of responses. The best approach to grading is to award points for 

correct answers for these components: the Multiple Meaning Words sentence(s); the Language 

Resource syllable divisions,* accent placements, and part of speech, as well as the definitions,** 

synonyms, and/or antonyms; the Word Relationships context clue sentence; and the vocabulary 

word placements on the Connotation Spectrum. Then award points for any reasonable answers 

for these components: the Greek and Latin Word Parts section, the interpretation or explanation 

of the Figures of Speech, and the descriptions of the two Academic Language Words. 

 

*Dictionaries differ in how they divide syllables (most divide based upon pronunciation; some 

divide based upon morphological meaning).  

**Dictionaries also differ in their definitions. 

 

Following are the answers for the Multiple Meaning Words sentence(s) numbers; the Language 

Resources syllable divisions, accent placements, and parts of speech for the Greek and Latin 

vocabulary word; and the four vocabulary words in left to right order for the Connotation 

Spectrums. 

  

Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 

 

Following are the answers for the Multiple Meaning Words sentence numbers; the 

Language Resources syllable divisions, accent placements, and parts of speech for the Greek and 

Latin vocabulary word; and the four words in left to right order for the Connotation Spectrums. 

  

Vocabulary Worksheet #1 
crop: 2, 1; cár/ni/vore (n); The word carnivore means one who eats meat.  

“Raining cats and dogs” means that there is a heavy rainstorm. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #2 
extrovert-social-shy-introvert 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #3 
bear: 1, 2; he/ma/tó/ma (n); The word hematoma means a swelling of clotted blood.  

“Burning the candle at both ends” means you are working long hours. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #4 
abundant-plentiful-scarce-rare 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #5 
bass: 1, 2; bí/op/sy (n); The word biopsy means an examination of living tissue for signs of 
disease. 
“Every cloud has a silver lining” means that something good always come out of something bad. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #6 
beautiful-attractive-ugly-repulsive 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #7 
cool: 2, 1; psý/cho/path (n); The word psychopath means someone who is violent as a result of 
mental illness. 
“Two peas in a pod” means that two people are very similar. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #8 
admonish-blame-accept-praise 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #9 
offense: 1, 2; xé/no/phile (n); The word xenophile means someone who appreciates foreign 

manners and traditions. 

“A wolf in sheep’s clothing” means that someone who appears to be good has evil intent. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #10 
valiant-bold-reserved-timid 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #11 
proceeds: 2, 1; ép/i/taph (n); The word epitaph means a message in memory of the dead written 
on a tombstone. 
“The sands of time” means that time passes beyond our control, as it does in an hourglass. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #12 
brilliant-bright-dull-dim 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #13 
finish:1, 2; víc/tor (n); The word victor means someone who has won.  

“The grass is always greener on the other side” means that something or someplace different is 

not always better than what one now has or where one now is. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #14 
tranquil-calm-troubled-frantic 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #15 
grave: 1, 2; cor/réct (n); The word correct means accurate or appropriate. 
“Don't judge a book by its cover” means that things aren’t always as they appear. 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #16 
expert-capable-inept-unskilled 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #17 
indent: 2, 1; pó/di/um (n); The word podium means a small platform to stand on when speaking 
to an audience. 
Answers: “creaking closet closed” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #18 
stingy-cheap-generous-extravagant 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #19 
upset: 2, 1; ór/i/gin (n); The word origin means the place where something begins. 
Answers: “rattled”… “swooshed” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #20 
vindictive-punishing-accepting-forgiving 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #21 
resort: 1, 2; an/noúnce (v); The word announce means to declare or make public.  

“Opportunity knocks” means that an unexpected opportunity occurs. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #22 
cultivate-encourage-discourage-distress 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #23 
reform: 2, 1; ád/junct (n) or (adj); The word adjunct means something extra added.  

“Absence makes the heart grow fonder” means that when a loved one is away, love is increased. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #24  
blissful-cheerful-sad-sullen 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #25 
contest: 1, 2; af/fírm (v); The word affirm means to defend or support.  

A “red rose” symbolizes true love. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #26 
modern-current-outdated-obsolete 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #27 
converse: 2, 1; ac/cépt (v); The word accept means to take or receive.  

“Hang out” means to spend time with or relate to others. 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #28 
immense-large-tiny-miniscule 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #29 
minute: 2, 1; py/ro/má/ni/a (n); The word pyromania means an obsession with setting things on 

fire. 

The “tea party” refers to the Boston Tea Party protest shortly before the Revolutionary War. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #30 
lazy-idle-busy-industrious 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #31 
resign: 1, 2; bél/li/cose (adj); The word bellicose means hostile or warlike. 
“The Lord of the Rings” refers to the series by J.R.R. Tolkien in which Bilbo and Frodo are the 

ring bearers. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #32 
feeble-weak-tough-stout 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #33 
refuse: 1, 2; ál/ti/tude (n); The word altitude means distance above sea level. 

Answers: “Annika”… “locket”… “thicket” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #34 
prudent-careful-foolish-reckless 

  

Vocabulary Worksheet #35 
resume: 1, 2; pú/gi/list (n); The word pugilist means a boxer or prizefighter. 

Answers: “proud wind whipped”… “meadow” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #36 
rigid-unbending-flexible-pliable 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #37 
scale: 2, 1; of/fénd (v); The word offend means to cause someone to feel upset or annoyed. 
Answers: “made”… “way”… “lake”… “straight” 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #38 
elude-avoid-contact-engage 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #39 
hail: 1, 2; chrón/i/cle (v); The word chronicle means to record a series of events. 

Answers: “Beekeepers”… “routinely”… “cheat”… “bees”… “honey”   
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #40 
baffle-confuse-define-clarify 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #41 
chair: 1, 2; mán/age (v); The word manage means to take care of and be responsible for. 
The father saying “sanitary dumping station” makes fun of his son’s messy bedroom. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #42 
adversity-misfortune-success-prosperity 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #43 
bank: 2, 1; il/lú/mine (v); The word illumine means to light up or brighten. 

The wife’s apology and statement about reading her husband’s mind is not what she means. 

What she means is that her husband should tell her what he wants. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #44 
blockbuster-hit-disappointment-catastrophe 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #45 
channel: 2, 1; óp/er/a/tive (n); The word operative having the most importance. 

Falling into a swimming pool when the friend tries to avoid a sprinkler is different from what 

was expected. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #46 
clumsy-awkward-coordinated-graceful 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #47 
base: 1, 2; sé/quel (n); The word sequel means the follow up to an earlier published or recorded 

work. 

The sudden and unexpected free phone offer came after a long period of savings and then 

purchase of the same phone. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #48 
rude-inconsiderate-polite-courteous 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #49 
fine: 2, 1; sur/víve (v); The word survive means to continue to live or exist despite difficult 
circumstances. 
The reader knows that Juliet is not really dead. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #50 
adept-able-unqualified-incompetent 
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Vocabulary Worksheet Answers 
 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #51 
court: 1, 2; pró/to/type (n); The word prototype means the first version of something from which 

copies are later made. 

The reader already knows of the murder. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #52 
systematized-organized-unordered-chaotic 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #53 
degree: 1, 2; prí/ma/cy (n); The word primacy means to be first or most important. 

The expression “it hit me” has a double meaning: to gain insight and to get smacked. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #54 
honorable-decent-improper-obscene 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #55 
recover: 1, 2; do/mín/ion (n); The word dominion means to have control or authority. 

The phrase “didn’t have the time” refers to the missing watch and the lack of time available to 

look for the watch. 

 

Vocabulary Worksheet #56 
quit-desist-continue-endure 
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Language Structures Syntax in Reading  
 

 

“The order and grouping of words within a language system allows us to understand 

relationships among the ideas, such as subject-verb-object relationships…”  
 

Moats, 2020 

 

Inadequate ability to process the syntax of language results in the inability to understand 

what is heard, as well as what is read. Beyond word knowledge, it is the single most 

powerful deterrent to listening and reading comprehension.  

 

J.F. Greene, 2011 

 

Syntax is the arrangement of words and phrases in sentences. The English grammatical system 

provides authors with many ways to construct sentences. Some sentence formations are simple, but 

many can be confusing, especially in expository texts. Students with reading difficulties often 

struggle to understand sentences with more advanced syntactical constructions. However, the good 

news is that students can learn to identify these regularly occurring difficult constructions and, 

more importantly, understand how they affect the meaning of complicated sentences.  

 

If knowledge of sentence syntax (syntactic awareness) is a key factor in reading comprehension, 

it makes sense to teach it to older students in reading intervention classes. But how so? Explicitly 

in isolation or implicitly in the context of reading and writing?  

 

Critics of the explicit approach to grammatical instruction argue that rote learning of terms, rules, 

and identification practice does not transfer to improving reading and writing ability, and they 

have decades of research to support this conclusion. 

 

Critics of the implicit approach argue that teaching grammatical terms is necessary to provide a 

language of instruction and that identification and application practice helps students understand 

their functions in sentences. Critics point out that implicit teaching is non-sequential and inefficient. 

William Van Cleave summarizes criciticms of the implicit approach (2018): 

 

 No overarching framework when taught only as problems arise 

 Not enough practice to internalize concepts 

 No link made between writing and reading comprehension 

 No development of common vocabulary/language to talk about sentence structure 

 

The Syntax in Reading lessons provide a middle ground between the explicit and implicit camps: 

 

 A common language of grammatical instruction and discussion that focuses on function, 

not rote memorization, and a language which clearly and repeatedly defines key terms 

 An explicit sequence of instruction with clear definitions, examples, and explanations of 

how the syntactical features function within the sentence 

 Practice in identifying and understanding complex syntactical sentence constructions to 

build reading comprehension—154 challenging sentences to dissect and explain 

 Practice in sentence revision (kernels, combining, and expansion) and sentence creation 
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 ♥♥♥
 

Syntax in Reading Directions  
 

 
The Syntax in Reading lessons apply the gradual release model of “I do it; we do it; you do it” to 

help students learn the key syntactic language tools that affect reading comprehension. The 18 

parts of speech, phrases, and clauses lessons have been designed to take about an hour to complete, 

one lesson per week, for the second half of The Science of Reading Intervention Program.  
 

The lessons are each leveled from basic to advanced, so the teacher may select the components 

to teach and practice. All students complete the Create It! writing activity. 

 

Basic         Proficient         Advanced        Create It!         

 
Each weekly lesson consists of these activities: 
 

Learn It!  Objective: Learn the focus syntactic language tool and its job in the sentence. 

Learn It! is an “I do it” (teacher notes used for display) and “We do it” (student 

notes) activity. The teacher displays, reads, and explains the selected content. The 
teacher asks, “What do you notice?” about the example sentences, and “What is the 
same or different?” to compare and contrast with other example sentences.   
Students highlight key points as modeled by the teacher and make marginal 
annotations on their lesson page. 

 

Identify It!  Objective: Identify the focus syntactic language tool in practice sentences. 

Identify It! is a “We do it” and “You do it” activity. The teacher identifies a few 

examples and releases responsibility to individual students or pairs to complete the 
rest on their own. The teacher provides the answers and students self-correct. 

 

Explain It!  Objective: Explain how the focus syntactic language tool affects the meaning of 

confusing sentences. Explain It! is a “We do it” and “You do it” activity, in 

which the teacher and students read the reasons why the focus syntactic tool may 
confuse readers when it is used in unusual ways or unexpected places in a 
sentence. The teacher and students analyze examples for each reason. Next, 
students match additional sentence examples with the reasons why each is 
syntactically challenging. The teacher provides the answers and students self-correct. 

 

Revise It! Objective: Students revise the syntactically challenging sentences. Revise It! is 

a “You do it” activity. Students revise the sentence into its kernel (subject-verb-
complement) and then expand it into a more comprehensible sentence.  

 

Create It! Objective: Students apply what they have learned about the focus syntactic 

language tool in the writing context. Create It! is a “You do it” activity. Students 

create their own short writing application in a variety of genre. 
 

Find It! The teacher and students find and discuss examples of all 154 syntactically  

challenging sentences in class and independent reading. The teacher creates a  

Syntax Wall for these examples and students record these Syntactic Sentences.  
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Syntax in Reading Instructional Sequence 
 

 
Please note that the grammatical terminology listed in this instructional sequence has been  

simplified throughout the Syntax in Reading activities. Necessary instructional language is  

always clearly defined in context. The focus of the program is on function, not terminology. 

 

Parts of Speech and Subject-Verb-Complement Sentence Structure 

 

1. Nouns and Subjects       Pages 386–390 

a. Proper Nouns 

i. Capitalization 

ii. Singular and Plural Forms 

iii. Titles 

b. Common Nouns 

i. Capitalization 

ii. Singular and Plural Forms 

iii. Collectives 

iv. Articles 

c. Sentence Subjects 

i. Singular Verb Agreement 

ii. Compound Verb Agreement 

2. Verbs and Predicates       Pages 391–394 

a. Physical Actions 

b. Mental Actions 

c. Tense 

i. Present 

1. Singular Verb Agreement  

2. Plural Verb Agreement 

ii. Past 

1. Singular Verb Agreement  

2. Plural Verb Agreement 

iii. Future 

1. Singular Verb Agreement  

2. Plural Verb Agreement 

iv. Predicates 

1. Simple 

2. Compound 

3. Identifying the Subject and Predicate 

v. Helping Verbs as Verb Phrases 

3. Adjectives        Pages 395–400 

a. Coordinate with Comma Placement 

b. Predicate Adjectives Following Linking Verbs 

c. Hierarchical (Cumulative) 

d. Adjectival Types and Order 

e. Noun Phrases as Sentence Subjects  
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4. Pronouns        Pages 401–406 
a. Singular Subject Case  
b. Plural and Compound Subject Case 

i. First Person Placement 
c. Indefinite Singular and Plural Subject Case 
d. Singular Object Case  
e. Plural and Compound Object Case 

i. First Person Placement 
f. Singular Possessive Case 
g. Plural Possessive Case 

5. Adverbs        Pages 407–413 
a. Modifying a Verb 
b. Modifying an Adjective 
c. Modifying an Adverb 
d. Adverbial Types and Order 
e. Conjunctive Adverbs 

6. Conjunctions        Pages 414–419 
a. Coordinate 

i. Joining Words 
ii. Joining Phrases 

iii. Compound Subjects 
iv. Compound Predicates 
v. Joining Independent Clauses in Compound Sentences 

b. Correlative Conjunctions 
i. Joining Words 

ii. Joining Phrases 
iii. Joining Independent Clauses 

7. Prepositions        Pages 420–424 
a. Objects  
b. Identifying the Preposition 
c. Types of Prepositions 
d. Identifying Subject and Predicates  

by Eliminating Prepositional Phrases 
e. Comma Placement with Introductory Prepositional Phrases 

8. Complements         Pages 425–432 
a. Direct Objects 

i. Reciprocal Pronouns 
b. Predicate Nominatives 

i. Reflexive Pronouns 
ii. Intensive Pronouns 

c. Predicate Adjectives  
9. Types of Sentences and Moods     Pages 433–440 

a. Declarative 
b. Interrogative (Direct, Indirect, Rhetorical, and Tag Questions) 
c. Imperative 
d. Exclamatory 
e. Passive Voice 
f. Conditional 
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Phrases 

 
10. Noun Phrases        Pages 441–449 

a. Subjects  
b. Objects 

i. Direct 
ii. Indirect 

c. Identifiers (Predicate Nominatives) 
d. Appositives  
e. Gerunds 

i. Subjects 
ii. Objects 

11. Adjective Phrases       Pages 450–460 
a. Past Participles 307 
b. Present Participles 
c. Present Perfect Participles 
d. Nominative Absolutes 
e. Comparative Modifiers 306-313 
f. Superlative Modifiers 

12. Adverb Phrases       Pages 461–468 
a. With Prepositional Phrases 
b. With Infinitives 
c. With Comparative Modifiers 
d. With Superlative Modifiers 

13. Verb Phrases: Helping, Linking, and the Progressive Tense  Pages 469–479 
a. Past Participles 
b. Present Participles 
c. Helping Verbs 
d. Modals (Conditionals) 
e. Linking Verbs  
f. Present Progressive 
g. Past Progressive 
h. Future Progressive 

14. Verb Phrases: Perfect and Perfect Progressive Tenses  Pages 480–492 
a. Present Perfect 
b. Past Perfect 
c. Future Perfect 
d. Present Perfect Progressive 
e. Past Perfect Progressive 
f. Future Perfect Progressive 

15. Infinitives as Nouns, Adjectives, and Adverbs   Pages 493–499 
i. Present 

ii. Past Participle 
iii. Present Perfect Participle 
iv. Past Perfect Participle 
v. Continuous 

vi. Perfect Continuous 
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Clauses 

 

16. Noun Clauses        Pages 500–506 

a. Sentence Subjects 

b. Direct Objects 

c. Indirect Objects 

d. Objects of Prepositions 

e. Complements 

17. Adjective (Relative) Clauses      Pages 507–513 

a. Restrictive 

b. Non-Restrictive 

18. Adverb Clauses       Pages 514–524 

a. Most-Frequently Used Subordinate Conjunctions 

b. Most Common Subordinate Conjunctions 

 

Answers         Pages 525–551 

 

How to Use Answers in the Gradual Release Model: 

Self-Correction, Class Discussion,  

and Formative Assessment 

 

Answers are provided for each Identify It! and Explain It! activity.  

These are “We do it” and “You do it” activities. In other words, the students 

complete the short Identify It! activity and the teacher helps students  

self-correct their answers.  

 

For the Explain It! activity, the teacher and students read, analyze, and  

explain the syntactically challenging sentences. Next, students complete  

the matching section, and the teacher helps students self-correct their answers.  

When multiple answers are acceptable, the answer instructions so note. 

 

Answers are not included for the Revise It! and Create It! activities.  

After completing the Revise It! activity alone or in pairs, students share  

their revised sentences and compare to the original ones in class discussion. 

The Create It! activity serves as a formative assessment. 

 

Syntactic Sentences       Pages 552–602 

 

Includes all 154 syntactically challenging sentences found in the  

Explain It! activities. Both teacher and students hunt for additional  

examples of these syntactically challenging sentences in class and  

independent reading. The teacher creates a Syntax Wall to discuss these  

examples, and students record them in the Syntactic Sentences section. 
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Nouns and Subjects 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

The words we hear, say, read, and write can be categorized by their functions—in other words, 

by the jobs they do in sentences. These categories are known as parts of speech. The parts of 

speech provide the vocabulary we need to talk about the language tools that authors use in their 

sentences. Learning these language tools will help us with our reading and our writing. 

 

Our first part of speech is the noun. Nouns include two types: proper nouns and common nouns.  

 

A proper noun names a person, place, or thing with one or more words. The proper noun may 

be singular (one) or plural (more than one) and is always capitalized. However, don’t capitalize 

“the” when used to identify a proper noun.  

 

Examples: Singular—Peter the Great (person), New York City (place), the Liberty Bell (thing) 

Plural—the Smiths (people), the Great Lakes (places), the Smithsonian Museums (things) 

 

A common noun is a word or words which identifies, but does not name, a person, place, thing, 

or idea. The common noun may be singular (one) or plural (more than one). Some common 

nouns, such as class or herd seem to be plural, but act as a singular group. Don’t capitalize a 

common noun unless it appears at the beginning of a sentence. 

 

Examples: Singular—boy (person), mountain (place), rainbow trout (thing), peace (idea) 

Plural— girls (people), cities (places), bricks (things), freedoms (ideas) 

 

Knowing these two types of nouns will help us understand an important language tool—the 

subject of a sentence. The subject is the do-er of the main action in a sentence. All sentences 

have at least one subject, and the subject usually comes before its action. 

 

If the subject is a singular noun or two or more nouns joined by or, its action usually ends in s or es.  

 

Examples: Dr. Susan Smothers runs. John or Pablo wins. 

 

If the subject is a plural noun, or two or more nouns joined by and, its action usually does not end 

in s or es.  

 

Examples: Girls wait. Babies and parents play. 

 

The little words a, an, and the are often used before common nouns to identify the noun. The a is 

used before singular common nouns which are general or unknown and begin with a consonant. 

The an is used before singular common nouns which are general or unknown and begin with a 

vowel. Singular or plural common nouns which are specific begin with the. 

 

Examples: a child an isthmus, the pen, the desks 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Read this brief biographical screenplay and write the proper noun subjects (do-ers) 

with their actions in the spaces provided. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proper Noun Subject         Action   Proper Noun Subject         Action  

 

___________________│_______________  ___________________│_______________ 

 

___________________│_______________  ___________________│_______________ 

  

___________________│_______________  ___________________│_______________ 

 

___________________│_______________  ___________________│_______________ 

 

___________________│_______________  ___________________│_______________ 

 

 

John Francis Jr. 

leaves his home in 

Beatrice, Nebraska in 

November of 1941. 
Storyboard 

ACT 2 

The Southwestern 

Chief takes him to 

downtown Los 

Angeles. 

 

The next day, she 
introduces him to the 

owners of Blix 

Hardware on 3
rd

 St. 
The Lansings hire 

John on the spot. 

Hollywood is John’s 

new home. 

In a few short weeks, 

World War II begins 

with the attack on 

Pearl Harbor, 

Hawaii. 

Fort Ord, the army 

base in Monterrey, 

California, becomes 

John’s new home. 

After school, Walter 

Reed Hospital offers 

John a job, and he 

moves to Maryland. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Read this joke about the disappearing man, and write the common noun subjects  

(do-ers) with their actions in the spaces provided. Also, label a, an, or the in the slanted lines 

below the common nouns. Words are used more than once. 

 

A man walks into a diner. The counter is empty except for one old man drinking a soda. 

Kindness motivates the new customer to sit down next to the man with the soda. 

The old man says to the waiter, “More!” A new glass appears. He drinks the soda in one 

gulp. His legs immediately disappear.  

“More!” the legless man orders. After gulping down the new soda, his arms disappear. 

 “More!” the man shouts. After drinking another, the body disappears. Only his head remains. 

“One more!” the head demands. The head slurps up the soda. Nothing is left. 

The new customer tells the waiter, “That guy should have quit while he was still a-head.”  

 
Common Noun Subject         Action            Common Noun Subject         Action 

 a, an, the      a, an, the  

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

            

   

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

   

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  
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Explain It!  

 

Proper noun and common noun subjects can confuse the reader. 

 

A. The noun may have multiple meanings. 

Example: The dog runs in the dog run. 

B. It may be difficult to divide the sentence into its subject and action. 

Example: Old, the man walks the race. 

C. The action may appear before its subject. 

Examples: How fast runs the mule! Is Samuel the winner? In trees live the squirrels. 

D. Too many words may appear between the subject and its action. 

Example: The Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day story 

always makes me laugh. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number. Also, [bracket] each of the subject 

noun phrases.  

 

___1.  The fruit flies like a banana. 

 
___2.   The teacher the student has studies.  

 

___3.  Robin, the man claims in all his long reports, had a cold. 

 

___4.  Roses are planted in rows by Rose. 

 

Revise It!  

 

Directions: Re-write these confusing sentences to make each more clear. 

 

1. The fruit flies like a banana. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The teacher the student has studies. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Robin, the man claims in all his long reports, had a cold. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Roses are planted in rows by Rose. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Write your own subjects (do-ers) to match these actions. Include a, an, and the when 

needed. 

 

Singular Proper Noun Person    Action 

 

_______________________________________________ |  jumps 

 

Singular Proper Noun Place    Action 

 

_______________________________________________ |  includes 

 

Singular Proper Noun Thing    Action 

 

_______________________________________________ |  rises 

 

Plural Proper Noun People     Action 

 

_______________________________________________ |  live 

 

Plural Proper Noun Places     Action 

 

_______________________________________________ |  entertain 

 

Singular, General Common Noun Place   Action 

 

_______________________________________________ |  features 

 

Singular, Specific Common Noun Thing   Action 

 

_______________________________________________ |  flows 

 

Singular Common Noun Idea    Action 

 

_______________________________________________ |  brings 

 

Plural Common Noun People    Action 

 

_______________________________________________ |  prefer 

 

Plural Common Noun Places    Action 

 

_______________________________________________ |  provide 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 391 

Verbs and Simple Predicates 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

The action in a sentence is a part of speech known as a verb. You can sense (see, hear, taste, touch, 

smell) physical actions, but not mental actions. The simplest form of a verb is its base form.  

 

Examples: Physical Base Forms—run, jump, swim  Mental Base Forms—think, believe, imagine  

 

Verb tenses show whether the action is in the present, past, or future; how the action relates to 

other parts of the sentence; and how long the action lasts. 

 

The present tense verb shows an action that happens now or over and over again. In the present 

tense, singular nouns or more than one noun joined by or match the base form of the verb with an s 

or es ending. Plural nouns or more than one noun joined by and match the base form of the verb 

with no endings.  

 

Examples: Base form of the verb = eat— Deb eats. Deb or Bob eats. Rats eat. A rat and mice eat. 

 

The past tense verb shows an action that happened only once and at only one time in the past. 

The past tense usually adds “_ed” as an ending to the base form of the verb. If the base form of 

the verb ends in a silent e, only a d is added to its ending. The past tense uses the same ending to 

match singular and plural nouns and more than one noun joined by and or or. 

 

Examples: Base form of the verb = listen—Pat listened. Children listened. Raul and Jo stopped. 

Base form of the verb = love (silent final e)—Sue loved. Men loved. Paul or Mike loved. 

 

The future tense shows an action that will happen at one time in the future. The future tense verb 

adds will before the base form of the verb to match singular or plural nouns and more than one 

noun joined by and or or.  

 

Examples: Base form of the verb = go—A dog will go. Cats will go. Tam and (or) Jo will go. 
 

A sentence may have more than one verb, but at least one of the verbs must do the action of the 

subject (the do-er). This main verb or verbs is a language tool known as the simple predicate. 

Identifying the simple predicate is the first task in understanding confusing sentences. Once you 

find the predicate, ask “Who?” or “What?” The answer is the subject. The predicate usually 

follows its subject except in questions and commands. 
 

The “to be” verb (is, am, are, was, were, be, been), the “to have” verb (has, have, had), or the “to 

do” verb (do, does, did) can be placed before a main verb as a helping verb to show verb tense. 

Some helping verbs (could, should, would, can, shall, will, may, might, must) show a possibility or 

condition. Together the helping verb and the main verb form a verb phrase.  
 

Examples: Joe is running. Fran had asked. Pilar will do the work. Rosa could go home. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/verb-phrase-1692591
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Label the following verbs as P for a physical action and M for a mental action in the 

spaces provided. 

 

___ 1. know  ___ 2. advise  ___ 3. notice  ___ 4. prefer 

 

___ 5. drive  ___ 6. stop   ___ 7. hope  ___ 8. imagine 

 

___ 9. play  ___ 10. sing  ___ 11. remember ___12. taste 

 

Directions: Sort the following verbs by verb tense in the spaces provided. 

 

sounded, learn, will spend, forgets, looked, will occur, sleep, decides, entertained,  

will find, watched, will agree, estimated, captured, seems, occupies, will anger, will lose 

 
 

Present Tense 
 

Past Tense 
 

Future Tense 
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Explain It!  

 

Simple predicates (main verbs) can confuse the reader. 

 

A. The simple predicate verb may have multiple meanings. 

Example: The car engine ran smoothly. 

B. The simple predicate may appear before its subject. 

Example: There will race the marathon runners. 

C. The simple predicate may include two or more verbs with different verb tenses, making it 

confusing to understand the time and order of actions. 

Example: Jim said (says or will say) and Erin wants (wanted or will want) more sugar. 

D. The simple predicate may have too many words between the helping verb and the main 

verb. 

Example: Lori had almost always, except yesterday, arrived early. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  There will race the marathon runners. 

 
___2.  If you brake the car too quickly, you will break the law. 

 

___3.  Lew and Nan would usually in the morning ride her skateboard to school. 

 

___4.  The meeting ends later at 6:00 p.m. when they have finished. 

 

Revise It!  

 

Directions: Re-write these confusing sentences to make each more clear. 

 

1. There will race the marathon runners. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. If you brake the car too quickly, you will break the law. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Lew and Nan would usually in the morning ride her skateboard to school. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The meeting ends later at 6:00 p.m. when they have finished. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Write your own predicates (main verbs) to match their subjects, and finish the sentence.  

 

Subject   Simple Predicate: Present Tense Physical Action 

 

Apples    |  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Subject   Simple Predicate: Present Tense Mental Action 

 

Dr. Lisa Knowles  |  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Subject   Simple Predicate: Past Tense Physical Action 

 

The Smiths   |  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Subject   Simple Predicate: Past Tense Mental Action 

 

Mr. Jennings   |  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Subject   Simple Predicate: Future Tense Physical Action 

 

The creeks   |  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Subject   Simple Predicate: Future Tense Mental Action 

 

Parents    |  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Subject Simple Predicate: Present Tense Physical Action (with two 

verbs joined by and ) 

 

“Junior” Spencer  |  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Subject Simple Predicate: Present Tense Mental Action (with two 

verbs joined by or ) 

 

The President of the U.S. |  _____________________________________________________ 
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Adjectives  
 

 

Learn It!  

 
Two kinds of adjectives modify nouns. Modify means to (identify, define, add to, limit, or describe).  
 

1. Adjectives with equal importance. These adjectives are separated by commas. Changing their 
order and placing and between each adjective pair makes sense. They can be placed before the 
nouns they modify or after linking verbs. Linking verbs include the “to be” verbs: is, am, are, 
was, were, be, being, been, and others such as become, seem, look, feel, smell, and appear.  
 

Example: Sweet, caring, and kind Bo helps with the dishes. He was friendly, sweet, and generous. 
 

2. Adjectives which build on each other with different levels, degrees, or ranks. These adjectives 
are not separated by commas. Changing their order and placing and between each adjective pair 
does not makes sense. They can be placed before the nouns they modify, but not after linking verbs. 
 

Examples: A thick-crust sausage pizza cooked in the oven. A warm summer breeze blew steadily. 
 

 
 

Adjectives modify nouns in three basic ways and usually follow this order: 
 

 Which One Adjectives: this, that, these, those (Commas don’t follow these adjectives.)  

 How Many Adjectives: few, some, several, many, most, all, each, every, and numbers 

 What Kind Adjectives: 
 

 Characteristic or Opinion—beautiful, grumpy 
 Size—tiny, huge 
 Age—young, senior 
 Shape— square, thin 
 Color or Material—blue, dark, wood, metallic 

 

Example: Those few, grumpy, tiny, young, thin, blue-haired girls work together well. 
 

The adjective-noun combination is known as a noun phrase. A phrase is a group of related words 

without a noun and its connected verb. The subject of a sentence is often a noun phrase. Long noun 

phrases often make sentences confusing for the reader.  

 

Example: Several exciting, young musicians performed at the concert. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Match the two types of adjectives (A or B) to the numbered noun phrases. Insert the 

commas where they belong.  

 

Noun Phrases      Types of Adjectives 

 

___1. That  large  angry  dog      A. Adjectives with equal importance. 

 

___2. Traditional  eighth-grade  class  novels B. Adjectives which build on each other with 

different levels, degrees, or ranks. 

___3. The  two  best  educational  experiences 

 

___4. Smart  funny  Suzanne 

 

Directions: Unscramble these sentences and place commas where they are needed. 

 

1. the strange-looking green tiny two invaders friendly seemed 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. paint yellow old round stains those six horrible looked 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The party interesting and third strange grade hosted class exciting 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions: Sort the following adjectives in the three basic ways that they modify nouns: 

these, many, enormous, that, few, red, first, this, crazy, nine, old, those 

 

 
 

A
d

je
c

ti
v
e

 O
rd

e
r 

Which One How Many What Kind 
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Explain It!  

 

Adjectives can confuse the reader. 
 

A. The this, that, these, or those adjectives may be used together in the sentence subject, 
creating confusion about location. 
Examples: This apple and those oranges fell off the trees. That huge apple and these 
oranges look delicious. 

B. Too many adjectives may modify the sentence subjects.  
Example: That huge, shiny metal sheet nearly blinded me.  

C. Adjectives may modify two or more nouns in the sentence subject. 
Example: A salty breeze it was, the ocean brought onshore.  

D. Adjectives followed by a linking verb may be placed before the subject in a sentence. 
Example: An anxious, little puppy and most all cranky, older dogs can become friends.  

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  A nice, cozy couch it seems, but the happy place Bob sits is so much better. 

 

___2.  His few new ideas and the raspy, quiet voice of his bored most students. 

 

___3.  The long, daring, dangerous exploration of the Amazon River was his greatest 

accomplishment. 

 

___4.  Those 613 laws are found in these first 5 books of this Bible here.  

 

Explain how the commas give the reader some clues about the meaning of the unknown adjectives 

in this sentence: Those endless, dreaded, fidgety, insomnious nights haunted Professor Zorba. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Surrounding words also provide clues about the meanings of unknown words. The words, endless 

and haunted provide such clues. From the punctuation and word clues, guess the meaning of the 

following words, and write the dictionary definition of each word. How close were your guesses? 

 

Word  Punctuation and Word Clues Guess  Dictionary Definition 

 

dreaded ______________________________  ______________________________ 

 

fidgety  ______________________________  ______________________________ 

 

insomnious ______________________________  ______________________________ 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Re-write these confusing sentences to fix the confusing adjectives. 

 

1. A nice, cozy couch it seems, but the happy place Bob sits is so much better. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. His few new ideas and the raspy, quiet voice of his bored most students. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The long, daring, dangerous exploration of the Amazon River was his greatest accomplishment. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Those 613 laws are found in these first 5 books of this Bible here. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Choose from the following adjectives to create subject noun phrases to match their 

predicates. 

 

Which One Adjectives: a, an, the (also known as articles) this, that, these, those 

How Many Adjectives: few, some, several, many, most, all, each, every, and numbers 

What Kind Adjectives: 
 

 Characteristic or Opinion—beautiful, grumpy, weird, unusual, strange, interesting, cute 

 Size—tiny, huge, little, big, small, tall, short, tall  

 Age—young, senior, middle-age, teenage, old 

 Shape— square, thin, rough, straight, curved, heart-shaped, round, tight, loose 

 Color or Material—blue, dark, light, red, brown, golden, leather, plastic, wood, metallic 

 

This _____________________________________________________________ retriever puppy 

 

and the _________________________________________________ dachshund played together. 

 

That _____________________________________________ fit perfectly. 

 

Those _______________________________________________________ completed her outfit. 

 

Some _______________________________________________ borrowed or stole the phone. 

 

Directions: Combine these two sentences into one in the space provided. Place the adjectives in  

the proper order and punctuate properly. Add, delete, substitute, and rearrange words as needed. 

 

1. We used those old blankets. There were two blankets. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Several girls tried out for the basketball team. They were short, but talented. It was a new school  

team. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

3. Mr. Stevens was a kind man. He was thin and old with weird hair. It was straight and pure  

white. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Create wanted posters for an outlaw from the Wild West. Draw the outlaw on the first 

poster, and use adjectives in complete sentences to identify the outlaw on the second poster. 
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Pronouns 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

A pronoun is a word that replaces a noun in a sentence. Using pronouns avoids repetition of the 

same nouns. Pronouns have three basic functions in the sentence: 

 

1. A pronoun can serve as the subject (do-er) of a sentence. The singular pronouns, he, she, it, who, 

this, that, and any ending in “_body” or “_one” match verbs with an s or es ending.  

 

Examples: He saves Ann. Who helped Melinda? She will leave. That seems good. Everyone tries. 

 

The singular pronouns, I and you, the plural pronouns, we, you, they, these, and those, and both, 

few, many, and several match the base forms of verbs without endings in the present tense. 

 

Examples: You walk. They practice. Those look great. Both taste great. Several win awards. 

 

If the subject includes one or more nouns and a pronoun or multiple pronouns, joined by and or or, 

match the verb to the last do-er. If singular and plural nouns or pronouns form the subject, place the 

plural do-er last. Exception: Always place the I pronoun last when used as a subject. 

 

Examples: We or they help. She, two friends, and I visit. 

 

2. A singular (me, you, him, her, it, whom) or plural (us, you, them, whom) pronoun receives the 

action or is the object of the main verb in a sentence. These pronouns answer Who? or What? of 

the verb. 

 

Examples: Pierre sees (Who?) her. Angela left (What?) it. 

 

If one or more noun and a pronoun receive the action or is the object of the main verb, join the 

pronoun with and or or after the noun or nouns. 

 

Examples: Kyla joined Bob and me. Mel will choose Glenda, Marielle, or them. 

 

If you are unsure about which pronouns to use when one or more nouns or pronouns serve as the 

subject, drop the connected noun or nouns and say the sentence out loud to hear if it sounds right.  

 

Example: John and me left Sue and he.  

Explanation: Drop the connected nouns and read out loud: Me left he. This sentence does not 

sound right. Change the pronouns to read: John and I left Sue and him. 

 

3. A pronoun can also show ownership before a noun (my, your, his, her, its, our, your, their) or 

without a noun (mine, yours, his, hers, ours, theirs) 

 

Examples: My brother took yours. Our school beat theirs. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the pronouns listed in the Piggy Pronoun Word Bank. 

 

 Fred received a text message from ____________ sister, Maggie. ____________ invited 

 

____________ to ____________ school. ____________ could tell stories about ____________ 

 

lives as missionary children in Africa. 

 

 “____________ and ____________ have some interesting stories, and ____________ 

 

both have a lot of entertaining videos that ____________ students would love,” ____________said. 

 

Fred texted ____________ back and said, “____________ would love to come share at  

 

____________ school. ____________ would help ____________ if ____________ got together to  

 

brainstorm ____________ presentation. ____________ will come over to ____________ house to  

 
practice, or ____________ can come over to ____________.” 

 

 

 

 

 

  

my 

we 
I You 

their 

They 

her 

him 

She 

his 

It 

she 

your 

her I 

your 

I 
our 

you 

mine us 

we 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the pronouns that belong in the following sentences. 

 

1. Sergio and ( them, they ) work at the bank. 

2. ( He, Him ) and ( I, me ) both like ( she, her ). 

3. Jean or ( she, her ) helped ( him, he ). 

4. ( Them, They ) and ( we, us  ) will have dinner. 

5. You and ( he, him ) follow ( them, they) to the playground. 

6. ( My, mine ) cookies taste better than ( his, theirs ). 

7. ( Ours, Our ) team lost to ( their, theirs ) team. 

8. The Johnsons and ( you, us ) know ( we, them ). 

9. ( Her, She ) hit ( me, I ). 

10. ( They, Them ) chose ( your, you ) and ( I, me ). 

11. ( Anyone, Few ) walk home alone. 

12. ( Many, Everybody ) dance to that music. 

13. ( Both, Everyone) plays basketball. 

 

Explain It!  

 

When it is difficult to identify which noun is being replaced by a pronoun, the sentence can be 

confusing to the reader.  

 

A. When this, that, these, or those pronouns are used on their own, it is unclear which nouns 

they are meant to replace. Revise by adding nouns following this, that, these, or those. 

Example: That is beautiful. That painting is beautiful. 

B. When more than one noun comes before a pronoun in a sentence, it is difficult to identify 

which of the nouns the pronoun replaces. Revise by repeating the noun.  

Example: Dishes were on the tables, but we didn’t need them.  

Dishes were on the tables, but we didn’t need the dishes.  

C. The pronoun seems to replace a word or words which is not a noun. Revise by adding a 

noun and other words if necessary.  

Example: Ms. Abreu was extremely rich. She didn’t share it. 

Ms. Abreu had lots of money. She didn’t share it. 

D. The pronoun serves as the subject and its simple predicate is separated by too many 

words. Revise by keeping the pronoun subject close to its simple predicate. 

Example: He, except when with Brenda and Tilly, works alone. 

He works alone, except when with Brenda and Tilly. 

E. The pronoun that receives the action or is the object of the main verb is too far away from 

the noun it replaces. Revise by keeping the pronoun closer to the noun it replaces or repeat 

the noun. 

Example: Those students make us get into trouble with their friends. You should punish 

them. 

You should punish those students who make us get into trouble with their friends. 
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Directions: Read the following confusing sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains 

why the sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number. Also, explain how the use of 

pronouns affects the meaning of each sentence.  

 

___1.  I asked to speak to Maria’s father. She would not talk to me. 

 

The pronoun, “She” makes the sentence confusing because  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___2.  He and his daughter earlier that day didn’t talk with the women and they quit. 

 

The pronoun, “He” makes the sentence confusing because  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___3.  I love art, especially paintings. This seems to be Italian. 

 

The pronoun, “This” makes the sentence confusing because  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___4.  The influencer was already famous, but she didn’t know it. 

 

The pronoun, “it” makes the sentence confusing because  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___5.  Jacob went to see Martin. He listened to and trusted him. 

 

The pronouns, “He” and “him” make the sentence confusing because  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Re-write these confusing sentences to fix the pronoun problems. 

 

1. I asked to speak to Maria’s father. She would not talk to me. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. He and his daughter earlier that day didn’t talk with the women and they quit. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. I love art, especially paintings. This seems to be Italian. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The influencer was already famous, but she didn’t know it. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Jacob went to see Martin. He listened to and trusted him. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Re-write this story, replacing repetitive nouns with pronouns. Add or delete as you wish. 

 

 Martin Van Buren was Andrew Jackson’s vice-president. In 1840, after Jackson had served 

two terms as president, Jackson’s vice-president decided to run for president. Jackson had a popular 

nickname, and Martin Van Buren wanted a nickname, too. Since the vice-president was born in 

Kinderhook, New York, Martin Van Buren asked the vice-president’s supporters to call Martin 

“Old Kinderhook.” 

 “Old Kinderhook” was too hard to say, the supporters claimed, so the supporters shortened 

the nickname to O.K. The nickname became popular among Martin Van Buren’s supporters. O.K. 

nickname came to mean something good or acceptable. Eventually, O.K. came to mean anything 

that was good or acceptable as it does today in the United States and throughout the world.  

Martin Van Buren may have been O.K., but the vice-president lost the election to a war 

hero, William Henry Harrison and his running mate, John Tyler. William Henry Harrison had a 

nickname, too. The nickname was Tippecanoe. William Henry Harrison and John Tyler’s 

supporters developed a campaign slogan about the two candidates, “Tippecanoe and Tyler, too.” 

The campaign slogan became just as popular as O.K. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Adverbs 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

An adverb modifies (identify, define, add to, limit, or describe) a verb, an adjective, or another 

adverb. Adverbs may be found before or after the words they modify, so read carefully to 

determine which word is being modified. 

 
Many, but not all, adverbs end in “_ly.” Adverbs can also modify adjectives or other adverbs. 
 
Examples:  
 
Modifying a Verb—They walked briskly. The “briskly” adverb modifies the verb, “walked.” 
Modifying an Adjective—The cake looked so delicious. The “so” adverb modifies the adjective, 
“delicious.”  
Modifying Another Adverb—Pablo ran very fast. The “very” adverb modifies the adverb, “fast.” 
 
Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs in four basic ways. When more than one 
adverb appears in a sentence, readers can usually expect the adverbs to follow this order: 
 

 What Degree Adverbs: less, more, mostly, mainly, loudly 

 How Adverbs: carefully, quickly, gently, angrily, well 

 Where Adverbs: there, here, anywhere, outside, inside 

 When Adverbs: later, soon, now, early, then 
 
Specific adverbs usually come before general ones. 
 
Example: It should be exactly where I described, next to the desk, or somewhere over there. 

Explanation: The more specific adverbs exactly where and next are properly placed before the 

more general somewhere over there. 

 

Adverbs are usually found at the end of a sentence or phrase. However, when the author wishes 

to emphasize the adverb, it can appear at the beginning or midpoint of a sentence or phrase. 

 

Examples: only    Explanation: 

 

Only Joe saw Sue in the theater. No one else saw Sue. 

Joe saw only Sue in the theater. Joe did not see anyone except Sue. 

Joe saw Sue only in the theater. Joe never saw Sue outside the theater. 

Joe only saw Sue in the theater. Joe saw Sue, but did nothing else. 

 

Adverbs serve as transition words at the beginning of sentences. These six are often misunderstood: 
 
thus— signals an explanation of a result consequently— signals what happened as a result  
instead— signals an alternative or substitute that is— signals a clearer explanation 
moreover— signals an addition  similarly— signals that which is the same or alike 
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Identify It!  

 
Directions: Sort these adverbs into the following categories: often, everywhere, slowly, one 
o’clock, mostly, carefully, nearby, always, nowhere, usually, easily, mainly 
 

  What Degree?                 How?                   Where?                      When? 

 

___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 
 
___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 
 

___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

 

Directions: Read the short story and list the adverbs in the spaces below. 
 
 

 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Once long ago, a young man 
worriedly waited here at the bus 
station. Would his girlfriend arrive 
on the next bus, or would she arrive 
later that afternoon? Or would she 
even come?  

More often than he cared to 
admit, she seemed less excited than 
he about their weekly meet-ups. He 
had been the first to say, “I love 
you.” She cautiously responded, “I 
think I love you, too.” Not quite the 
same level of commitment, he 
thought at the time and said out 
loud now. 
 

People turned around when 
he muttered those words. One older 
man shook his head quickly and 
turned away. A woman who looked 
surprisingly like the young man’s 
mother nodded and smiled 
sympathetically. 

The young man turned 
bright red. The bus rolled slowly 
into the stall and the engine turned 
off. Finally, the driver opened the 
door and she was in the doorway. 
She leaped joyfully into the young 
man’s arms and said, “I do love 
you!” 
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Explain It!  

 
Adverbs can confuse the reader. 
 

A. More than one adverb is placed between the subject and simple predicate.  
Example: Her parents always and continually reject Amanda’s suggestions. 

B. Too many adverbs are used in the sentence. 
Example: They acted more carefully, sooner than later this time. 

C. An adverb may be a difficult vocabulary word or have multiple meanings. 
Example: Guys rarely like their steaks burned to a crisp. 

D. An adverb may signal an opposite meaning, such as not or however. 
Example: The comedian tries, but he really is not that funny. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  Amanda walked slowly, carefully, and hesitatingly down the street. 

 

___2.  You are hardy, but you hardly ever do any of the hard work. 

 

___3.  However, don’t not go to the party. 

 

___4.  I barely ever even noticed her hair. 

 

Revise It!  

 

Directions: Re-write these confusing sentences to fix the confusing adverbs. 

 

1. Amanda walked slowly, carefully, and hesitatingly down the street. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. You are hardy, but you hardly ever do any of the hard work. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. However, don’t not go to the party. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. I barely ever even noticed her hair. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!  

 
When a weak verb serves as the simple predicate of the sentence, good readers look to 
accompanying adverbs to add to its meaning. 
 
Example: They helped Cathy out very much with her debt. 
Explanation: In this sentence, helped is a weak verb; The out very much adverbs add meaning. 
Revision: Replace “helped” with a strong, show me verb, such as “rescued” and delete the adverbs. 
Example: They rescued Cathy from her debt. 
 

Identify It!  

 
Directions: In the following sentences, highlight the adverbs used to add meaning to the weak 
verbs. Next, re-write the sentence with a strong, show me verb without the adverbs. 
 
1. Run very fast to first base. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. My older brother eats really hurriedly his food. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. The kitchen faucet flowed slowly, and the sound was becoming extremely annoying. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Across the table in the lunch room, the boy looked at me continually without looking away. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. My teacher smiled pleasantly and then started laughing non-stop with no self-control.  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain It!  

 
Adverbs can confuse the reader. 
 

A. The adverb does not precisely (exactly) modify the verb, adjective, or adverb.  
Example: Darla pretty much decided against going to the party. 

B. Adverbs may modify differently in different parts of the sentence.  
Example: At first, they walked cautiously, but they carelessly jogged afterwards. 

C. One adverb may comment on another adverb. 
Example: We will work quickly, though carefully, to finish ahead of schedule.  

D. The adverb appears at an unexpected place in the sentence. 
Example: Bert suspiciously walked quickly down the street. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  
 

___1.  Thick hamburgers were slowly fried, and thin pork chops were grilled quickly. 

 

___2.  She very seldom desperately wanted to buy a new dress. 

 

___3.  The skydiver threw open unexpectedly the door of the plane. 

 

___4.   The police promised a quick, yet complete and public, review of the controversial case. 

 

Revise It!  

 

Directions: Re-write these confusing sentences to fix the confusing adverbs. 
 

1. Thick hamburgers were slowly fried, and thin pork chops were grilled quickly. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. She very seldom desperately wanted to buy a new dress. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. The skydiver threw open unexpectedly the door of the plane. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. The police promised a quick, yet complete and public, review of the controversial case. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Add adverbs to the following text messages. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Expand this text with a What Degree Adverb. 
 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

Expand this text with a How Adverb. 
 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Expand this text with a Where Adverb. 
 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

Expand this text with a When Adverb. 
 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Combine these two sentences into one in the space provided. Place the adverb at  

different places in the sentences. Add, delete, substitute, and rearrange words as needed. 

 

1. Place the adverb at the beginning: Elias turned on the monitor. He turned on the computer first. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Place the adverb in the middle: The students wait. Excitedly, they wait for the assembly. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Place the adverb at the end: They drained the swimming pool. Finally, they emptied the  

swimming pool. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions: From this list of adverbs, create four sentences. Include two types of adverbs for  

each sentence. Make sure to use adverbs in their proper order. 

 

 What Degree Adverbs: less, more, mostly, mainly, loudly 

 How Adverbs: carefully, quickly, gently, angrily, well 

 Where Adverbs: there, here, anywhere, outside, inside 

 When Adverbs: later, soon, now, early, then 

 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Conjunctions 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

A conjunction joins words, phrases, or independent clauses of equal value. A phrase is a group 

of related words without a subject and its connected verb. An independent clause is another 

name for a simple sentence, having both a subject and a simple predicate. Equal value means that 

the ideas have about the same level of importance; one idea isn’t more important than the other. 

 

The common conjunctions joining words, phrases, or independent clauses with equal value are 

known as the F.A.N.B.O.Y.S.   

 

F = for; A = and; N = nor; B = but; O = or; Y = yet; S = so 
 

Examples: 

 

I eat macaroni and cheese with a fork or a spoon.  

(Conjunctions joining words with equal value; no comma is used) 

 

The weather was warmer than usual, a bit uncomfortable, yet still more pleasant than in June. 

(Conjunction joining phrases with equal value; commas are used when phrases are joined in a list) 

 

Estelle did not dance at the party, and she did not sing. 

(Conjunction joining independent clauses with equal value; a comma is used after the 

conjunction and before the last independent clause) 

 

Two or more nouns joined by conjunctions that serve as the do-ers of the sentence form a 

compound subject. Compound means more than one. Two or more verbs acting upon the subject 

form a compound predicate. Joining two or more independent clauses in one sentence with a 

common-conjunction or a semicolon (;) forms a compound sentence. 

 

Compound Sentence Examples:  

 

Yolanda or Steve (compound subject) will join us for lunch, for our advice is needed and 

wanted (compound predicate).  

 

The man and woman (compound subject) stopped at the bank; they deposited a check; and they 

drove home (compound predicate). 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Read the movie poster, advertising “The Machine.” Write the conjunctions which 

best fit in the spaces provided. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve your tickets now, ____________ be 

among the first to see this soon-to-be science 

fiction classic! ____________ you believe that 

AI (artificial        intelligence) is 

a threat to         our future 

____________       you believe it 

will be the        savior of 

humanity, see       this movie to 

decide for        yourself. I had 

my doubts about AI before I saw this movie, 

____________ I was wrong. ____________ I still 

think we have time to prevent a coming 

disaster and save ____________ people 

____________ possible. If you are the type who 

would ____________ believe everything you are 

told, ____________ find out for yourself, don’t 

see this movie. ____________ the movie 

____________ the previews are only one hour, 

____________ everyone has the time to see it. 

WARNING: Watch what you say about this 

movie, ____________ a robot may be listening. 
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Learn It!  

 

Some conjunctions work together in parallel pairs to join words, phrases, or independent clauses 

of equal value. Parallel means similar in meaning, grammatical structure, and length. 

 

These common paired conjunctions are parallel: both−and; such−that; whether−or; as−as; 

not−but; neither−nor; no sooner−than; either−or; as many−as; rather−than 

 

Examples: 

 

Neither chocolate nor strawberry is fine with me.  

(Paired conjunctions joining words with equal value; no comma is used except before but and nor) 

I would rather stay here on Earth, than travel to Mars.  

(Conjunction joining phrases with equal value; commas are used to separate phrases) 

Not only did he show up to school late, but he also forgot his lunch.  

(Conjunction joining independent clauses with equal value; a comma is used before the second 

of the paired conjunctions.) 

 

Identify It!  

                          

                                                                                      
  

 

 

Directions: Highlight the paired conjunctions in 

the following sentences. 

 

1. Either you are for me or you are against me. 

 

2. Bring as many friends as you can to the party. 

 

3. No sooner did she arrive than she had to leave. 

 

4. Both chocolate and strawberry pies are good. 

 

5. Not only was she cruel, but she was also mean. 

 

6. Whether or not Sam is right, doesn’t matter. 

 

7. Neither you nor your sister is right about this. 

 

8. As quickly as they finished, they began again. 

 

9. Their play was such a success that the audience 

gave them a standing ovation. 

 

10. I would rather be right than wrong. 
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Explain It!  

 

Seven issues can confuse a reader with the use of conjunctions in compound sentences.  

 

A. Two independent clauses are joined by a comma without a conjunction. 

Example: Marlene was thirsty, she poured a glass of milk. 

B. Two independent clauses are joined without a conjunction or semicolon, creating a run-

on sentence. 

Example: They rode their bikes to town then they came back finally they had a snack. 

C. A negative word appears in one of the independent clauses.  

Example: Not only does the donut shop open at 6:00 a.m., it also stays open until noon. 

D. A vague pronoun reference appears in one of the independent clauses. 

Example: Sam and Janet left early for their house, so they could get there by noon. 

E. The sentence includes too many grammatical structures.  

Example: Bill went by train, but then he had taken the bus from the station to my home. 

F. The two independent clauses are not of equal value—one is of lesser importance.  

Example: Marni made a great salad, yet she was still hungry. 

G. The two independent clauses are not parallel, related ideas. 

Example: Nancy loves amusement park rides, but gold David found gold in the river. 

 

Directions: Read the following confusing compound sentences. Write the capital letter which best 

explains why the sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number. Also, [bracket] the 

conjunctions. 

 

___1.  Mark Twain is my favorite author, and my father is tired today. 

 

___2.  The firefighters are confident that the school officials know how to respond, and they 

are prepared.  

 

___3.  The boy ran to the park then he played on the swings.  

 

___4.  The President was making a speech, and the people in the crowd were talking. 

 

___5.  Judith visited her aunt, and they had tea, but they also might play backgammon.  

 

___6.   The earth orbits the sun, it also rotates on its axis.  

 

___7.  Micah was not ready to leave, but he had plenty of time.  
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Re-write the following compound sentences in the spaces provided to make each less 

confusing. Add, delete, substitute, and rearrange words or divide into separate sentences as needed. 
 

1. Mark Twain is my favorite author, and my father is tired today. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The firefighters are confident that the school officials know how to respond, and they are 

prepared.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The boy ran to the park then he played on the swings.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The President was making a speech, and the people in the crowd were talking. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Judith visited her aunt, and they had tea, but they also might play backgammon.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. The earth orbits the sun, it also rotates on its axis. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Micah was not ready to leave, but he had plenty of time.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Combine the following simple sentences to form compound sentences. Add, delete, 

substitute, and rearrange words as needed. 
 

1. The boy was hungry. He ate some peanuts. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The book interested me. The movie thrilled me. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. You can ride this bicycle and get there fast. This skateboard is a slower way to get there. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The girls were playing lacrosse. The weather was perfect. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Jana didn’t pass the test. Charles didn’t pass the same test. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. I dropped my end of the jump rope. Wanda dropped her end of the jump rope. Bonnie kept 

jumping. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

7. Paula picked up the trash. She walked over to the trash can. She lifted the lid. Paula threw it in 

the can. She walked away. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Prepositions 
 

 

Learn It!  

 
A preposition shows a relationship, time, position, or location between the preposition and its 
object. The preposition is always part of a phrase. A phrase is a group of related words without a 
noun and its connected verb. Although we often end sentences with prepositions when we talk, 
when we write we should usually avoid doing so by rearranging the sentence. 
 
It’s important to be able to correctly identify and write prepositional phrases. Prepositional phrases 
often serve as other parts of speech, and 30% of published writing consists of prepositional phrases.  
 
The preposition comes before its object and asks “what?” or “whom?” to find its object. The object 
provides the answer. In prepositional phrases, the objects are usually nouns or pronouns and are 
often preceded by a, an, and the to identify them. Prepositional phrases can be placed anywhere in 
the sentence, and more than one preposition can begin a prepositional phrase. 
 
The Preposition Shows a… Examples  Asks “What? or “Whom?” Object 
 
Relationship    with the children with “what?” or “whom?” the children  
Time     at noon   at “what?” or “whom?” noon 
Position or Location   in the mirror  in “what?” or “whom?” the mirror 

on the wall  on “what?” or “whom?” the wall 
 
Identifying prepositional phrases can also help you identify the subject of the sentence. First, locate 
the main verb (the simple predicate) and ask “who?” or “what?” of that verb. Next, eliminate any 
prepositional phrases from consideration to check your answer. Why? The subject of a sentence is 
never part of a prepositional phrase. Remember that the simple predicate (main verb) usually 
follows its subject except in questions and commands. 
 
Example: Above the clouds the birds flew in their v-formation past hills and valleys. 
 
Locate the main verb (the simple predicate) “flew” 
Ask “who?” or “what?” of that verb  “the birds” 
Eliminate any prepositional phrases to Above the clouds, in their v-formation,  
check your answer.    past hills and valleys 

 
Example: Since the last game we always cheer during the National Anthem. 
Explanation: Since the last game and during the National Anthem are prepositional phrases which 
show time. Each phrase modifies the main verb, “cheer,” and so they also act as “When” adverbs. 
 
Place a comma after introductory prepositional phrases with more than four words when the 
subject follows. If no subject follows the prepositional phrase, don’t use a comma.  
 
Examples: During dinner Tom proposed.  Through the deep and dark forest, I followed.  
Over the steep and treacherous mountains climbed the bighorn sheep. 
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Identify It!  

 
Directions: Highlight these prepositions in the following story. 
 

aboard, about, above, according to, across, after, against, along, among, around, as, at, before, 

behind, below, beneath, beside, between, beyond, by, despite, down, during, except, for, from, in, 

inside, instead of, into, in place of, in spite of, like, near, next to, of, off, on, onto, outside, out of, 

over, past, since, than, through, throughout, to, toward, under, underneath, unlike, until, up, upon, 

with, within, without 
 

Aboard the plane, Carol walked about the cabin to find a spot to stow her laptop and 

sweater above the seats. According to the flight attendant there probably still was overhead bin 

space across the aisle, but Carol would have to wait to look after take-off. 

When the seatbelt sign went off, Carol got up and opened the overhead bin. She shoved 

her laptop against someone else’s laptop, along the left side, among the other luggage. Around 

the laptop she draped her sweater as a cushion.  

Back at her seat, before long a child sitting behind her accidentally dropped her doll 

below the seat, and it slid beneath Carol’s purse. The aisle passenger, who sat beside Carol, tried 

to reach between the seats to get the doll, but it was just beyond his reach by the inside seat 

frame. Despite his efforts, he could not reach the toy down there, and during this time the child 

began screaming, “I want my baby doll!”  

Except the occasional screams for her baby doll, from my experience, the child remained 

calmer than most children would have in these situations. Inside a closed space, a child’s screaming 

can be very loud. The child’s mom cleverly gave the child a toy instead of the doll, reaching into 

her bag to find something in place of the doll. In spite of her mom’s efforts, the child continued 

to whimper softly. When the plane banked left, things shifted position, and Carol rescued the 

doll. The child immediately stopped crying and screaming, now that she had her doll. 

Soon though, Carol had to be clever like the child’s mom. Near the window and next to 

the wall of the plane, Carol noticed that the sleeping passenger’s phone had fallen off his arm 

rest. Carol picked it up and put it on his lap. The sleeping man stirred and knocked his phone 

onto the floor, outside of Carol’s reach. Carol unbuckled her seatbelt, but the phone was still just 

out of her reach. Carol leaned over the man, reached past his legs, and grabbed the phone. 

Just then, the passenger awoke and said, “What are you doing?” 

Startled, Carol responded, “You dropped your phone. Here it is.”  

 “Oh, thank you. I panic when I misplace my phone,” he said. 

“Since take-off this flight had been a nightmare,” Carol thought. “The phone was more 

irritating than the doll, though.” Through her efforts, Carol had rescued both a doll and a phone. 

However, throughout the flight even more crazy things were to occur.  

The plane’s flight pattern had produced smooth flying, but then suddenly the plane 

headed straight toward an unexpected electrical storm. Lightning began flashing under the wings, 

and the plane rolled and pitched. The pilot had to descend 10,000 feet underneath the clouds. 

Unlike the silly doll and phone problems, flying this low was a real problem and a dangerous 

one. Until the very end, some passengers, including Carol, wondered if they would make it.  

Finally, the storm stopped, and the pilot ascended up the clouds once again. Upon 

landing, the relieved passengers praised the pilot with their applause. Within that plane, Carol 

and each passenger, without a doubt, promised themselves never to allow little problems and 

irritations, such as dropped dolls and phones, ever bother them again. 
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Identify It!  

 
Directions: Highlight the prepositions, and [bracket] their objects.  
  
“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the republic for  

which it stands: one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” These  

words are spoken in schools throughout America each day. The right hand is placed over the 

heart and eyes are focused on the flag. Children stand to give respect to our country.  

Explain It!  

 

Prepositions can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Too many prepositional phrases (usually more than two) are connected together. 

Example: Under the fence, around the bushes, with the hedgehog, the rabbit ran. 

B. Too many words are used between the preposition and its object. 

Example: The ancient Polynesians sailed from the far away eastern [hemisphere] to the 

beautiful and uninhabited [Hawaiian Islands]. 

C. The object of a prepositional phrase appears to match the predicate. 

Example: Without the teacher taught the students to behave in the cafeteria did the 

principal each day. 

D. The prepositional phrase may be an unfamiliar idiomatic expression. An idiomatic 

expression is a word or words used by people in their language to mean something 

different than the word or words themselves. 

Examples: They walked through the door. “That prank was beneath you,” his mom said. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  “I’m on board with your proposal, and I’ll join you just around the bend,” he responded.  

 

___2.  In spite of the all-too-obvious facts, it was beyond my wildest imagination why he voted  

for her. 

 

___3.  Despite the weather, during the game, out in the stands she sat and routed for her team. 

 

___4.  According to the police officers, the arrest after a thorough investigation the teacher 

completed. 
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Revise It!  

 
Directions: Re-write these confusing sentences to fix the prepositional phrase problems. 
 
1. “I’m on board with your proposal, and I’ll join you just around the bend,” he responded. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. In spite of the all-too-obvious facts, it was beyond my wildest imagination why he voted for her. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Despite the weather, during the game, out in the stands she sat and routed for her team. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. According to the police officers, the arrest after a thorough investigation the teacher completed. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Combine each of these sentences with prepositional phrases.  
 

1. Bo did not choose him. He chose me. (Add a relationship preposition to the end of the sentence.) 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. I played all day. The park was lovely. (Add a location preposition to the middle of the sentence.) 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. We left. We went home. It was noon. (Add a time preposition to the beginning of the sentence.) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Len will drop his sandwich. He won’t pick it up. (Add a position preposition where you choose.) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Follow the path and add prepositional phrases in the spaces provided to respond to the 
clues along the way.  
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Complements  
 

 

Learn It!  

 

A sentence includes a subject (noun or pronoun), a verb which acts upon the subject, and 

(usually) a complement. A complement includes objects which interact with the main verb and 

nouns or pronouns which rename or describe the subject. 

 

Sentences may have two types of object complements. A direct object answers what? or whom? 

of the verb. The direct object may be a noun, noun phrase, or an object pronoun (me, you, him, 

her, it, whom) or plural (us, you, them, whom). 

 

Examples: I studied (what?) Alexander the Great. I will visit (whom?) her. 

Jenna, Rosie, and Tanya love (whom?) one another. Leo and Viktor irritate (whom?) each other.  

 

An indirect object answers to or for what? or to or for whom? of the verb. The indirect object 

may be a noun, noun phrase, or an object pronoun (me, you, him, her, it, whom) or plural (us, you, 

them, whom).  

 

Examples: I gave (to or for what?) Kate and her mom a home. I lent (to or for whom?) him a box. 

 

A sentence with an indirect object must also have a direct object. Usually, the indirect object is 

found between the verb and direct object, but the “to” + indirect object form may also be placed at 

the end of a sentence. 

 

Ursula mailed the package to (to or for whom?) Nancy. 

 

Some nouns or subject pronouns (I, we, you, he, she, it, they) follow linking verbs to rename the 

subject. Linking verbs include the “to be” verbs: is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been, and 

others such as become, seem, look, feel, smell, turn, remain, and appear. 

 

Examples: The painting is Wildflowers. No, I am she. Casper became a ghost. 

 

Adjectives may follow linking verbs to describe the subject. 

 

Examples: Pablo was courteous. Joni and Raul look fabulous and stylish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 426 

Like popcorn kernels pop into bigger popcorn, sentence kernels (the shortest possible  

subject-verb-complement sentences) can pop into bigger sentences.  

 

 
 

Identify It!  

 

Directions: Write the subject-verb-complement for each of these sentences. 

 
1. After dinner, we played cards. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│__________________│__________________ 

 

2. She played me beautiful songs. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│__________________│me│__________________  

 

3. They were Tom and Ryn. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│__________________│__________________ 

             

4. Louisa and Rowan seem kind. 

 

Kernel It!  ___________________________│__________________│__________________ 

 

5. To them Asher blew kisses. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│__________________│__________________│to them. 

 

 

 

 

SENTENCE KERNELS 
 

Joan | eats  

(subject and verb) 

Joan | eats | corn  

(direct object complement) 

I | tell | them | stories  

(direct and indirect object  

            complement) 

She | is | Marla.  

(identifier complement) 

Rob and Kayla |look | tired. 

(description complement) 
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Explain It!  

 

Complements can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Sometimes, complements needlessly re-state the subject and confuse the reader.  

Example: The girl in the corner, the one with the red hair, was talking loudly. 

B. Long complements often make readers lose the connection to subjects. 

Example: She seems prepared more than most would generally be in this situation. 

C. Words placed in between the verb and its direct object can sidetrack the reader. Keep the 

verb and its direct object together, and don’t put any words in between if possible. 

Example: Please finish, or at least try your best to do so, the application by tomorrow. 

D. The direct object form is confusing for the reader when it does not end a simple sentence. 

Example: The package I returned to the address provided by the company.  

E. The indirect object form is confusing for the reader when it is not placed between the 

verb and direct object. 

Example: The rescue puppy I gave a comfortable home. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 
___1.  Tim stopped falsely accusing what turned out to be an innocent man of a serious crime. 

 

___2.  In bed, reading that book, all day long he stayed. 

 

___3.  His sister started before I did her math homework. 

 

___4.  The birthday party was a true celebration of the day he was born. 

 

___5.  Mark and Louise they showed their completed sculptures. 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. Tim stopped falsely accusing what turned out to be an innocent man of a serious crime. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. In bed, reading that book, all day long he stayed. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. His sister started before I did her math homework. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The birthday party was a true celebration of the day he was born. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Mark and Louise they showed their completed sculptures. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!  
 

Complements may be placed at the beginning of sentences to emphasize their importance.  
 
Examples: The first pilot to fly nonstop across the Atlantic Ocean was Charles Lindberg. 
Well-prepared and practiced sound the bands in the parade. 
 
Sometimes additional nouns and adjectives follow direct objects with added information. 
 
Examples: She named the puppy Bowser. Mom painted her ceiling blue. 
 
The main verb may act upon two or more direct objects or two or more indirect objects. These  
compound objects are joined by the and or or conjunctions. 
 
Examples: Pete left William and his cousin at the playground. The teachers presented an award  
to Myra, Leslie, and Erin. 
 
Pronouns which end in “self” or “selves” (myself, ourselves, yourself, yourselves, himself,  
herself, itself, and themselves) follow verbs to identify the subject.  
 
Example: Pete gave himself a break and grabbed a cookie for himself (never hisself). 
 
Sometimes the “self” or “selves” pronouns immediately follow identifiers to provide special 
emphasis. These pronouns could be removed without changing the meaning of the sentence. 
 
Example: You yourself did the dishes.  
 

Identify It!  

 
Directions: Unscramble each sentence. 
 
6. himself ready is he    ________________________________________________   
 
7. elected we treasurer her  ________________________________________________   
 
8. by did they all themselves it ________________________________________________   
 
9. cranky boys found the I  ________________________________________________   
 
10. we party for starved the ourselves ________________________________________________   
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Explain It!  

 

Complements can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Complements including multiple parts of speech often make readers lose the connection 

to subjects. 

Example: As a fisherman, he is absolutely fine with getting up before dawn for the best 

fishing. 

B. Complements placed at the beginning of sentences are often mistaken for sentence 

subjects. 

Example: The fresh-baked brownies we hid in the cupboard. 

C. Sentences with more than one “self” or “selves” (myself, ourselves, yourself, yourselves, 

himself, herself, itself, and themselves) pronoun can be confusing. 

Example: You yourself can entertain yourself, but she herself cannot. 

D. Compound complements often make readers lose the connection to subjects. 

Example: Maria was the aunt of Margie, her first cousin, and her greatest supporter. 

E. Sentences with compound direct or indirect objects frequently drop part of the object 

phrases or use pronouns to refer to the first of the stated objects. Readers often struggle 

reading these sentences. 

Examples: The parents wrote the principal a letter and delivered it themselves. The 
principal texted back her reply.  

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  I defended the old man from the cruel robbers that morning by the docks. 

 

___2.  A perfect picnic site my parents found for Labor Day. 

 

___3.  Their grandparents bought him a skateboard and her a bike for Christmas. 

 

___4.  I myself saw him give himself that cookie I had saved for myself. 

 

___5.  Fred knew the reasons why his parents borrowed the car and when they planned to return it. 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. I defended the old man from the cruel robbers that morning by the docks. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. A perfect picnic site my parents found for Labor Day. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Their grandparents bought him a skateboard and her a bike for Christmas. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. I myself saw him give himself that cookie I had saved for myself. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Fred knew the reasons why his parents borrowed the car and when they planned to return it. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Write the directions on these two maps to find the buried treasure, using the different types of 

sentence complements. Draw key landmarks, such as lakes, rivers, mountains, swamps, animals, 

buildings, next to the eight stops along the way and include these in your direction sentences.  

 

 

 

 

 

1. Write a sentence with a direct object. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 

5. Write a sentence beginning with the complement. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 

2. Write a sentence with an indirect object. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 

3. Write a sentence with a noun which renames the subject. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 

4. Write a sentence with an adjective which describes the subject. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. Write a sentence with a compound direct object. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 

7. Write a sentence with a “selves” pronoun to identify the subject. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

8. Write a sentence with a “self” pronoun to emphasize the subject. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Types of Sentences and Moods  
 

 

Learn It!  

 

Writers create sentences for different purposes and moods which influence how the reader feels. 
 
1. A statement shares facts, evidence, or opinions and ends in a period. A fact is something said 
or done. Evidence includes numerical data and proofs. An opinion is an informed judgment. 
 
Example: Two eye-witnesses testified that the defendant entered the restaurant at noon. 
 
2. A question may ask for or state information and usually ends in a question mark. In most cases 
the verb is placed before the subject or between the linking or helping verb and its connected verb.  
 
Examples: Is it hot outside? Did you wash the car? 
 
Many times, questions begin with the “wh” and “how” pronouns: who, whom, whose, what, 
where, which, and how. Use what to refer to a general thing and which to refer to a specific thing.  
 
Examples: What kinds of things do you like to do? Which bread do you prefer? 

 
Sometimes a question asks for permission to ask a question. A verb which states a condition or 
possibility is used in these questions (could, should, would, can, shall, will, may, might, must). 
 

Examples: Would you mind letting me go first? Could you tell them where to go? 
 
Some statements appear to ask questions, but they still make statements and require no answers.  
 

Examples: I wonder if she will go to the party. The question to ask is how, not why. 
 
Some statements conclude with a comma and a short question. 
 

Example: That’s really not the point of this discussion, is it? 
 
3. A command gives an order, request, invitation, or restriction and ends in a period. Often, the 
subject is implied (suggested, but not stated).  
 

Examples: Don’t (you) ever do that again. I wish you would listen more to my advice.  
 
4. An exclamation expresses surprise or strong emotion and ends in an exclamation point.  
 

Example: I am shocked! 
 
5. A conditional sentence suggests that something can only take place if certain conditions are 
met. Conditional sentences use could, would, may, and might to signal this mood.  
 

Example: I might help you vacuum the apartment later. 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 434 

Identify It!  

 

Directions: In the spaces provided, label the following types of sentences and moods as a 

statement, question, command, exclamation, or conditional. Next, re-write the sentence as a 

different sentence type and mood. 

 

1. What should you do if you get lost on a hike?  

 

Identify the type of sentence: ______________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. I’m amazed that she doesn’t remember!  
 

Identify the type of sentence: ______________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Please give me more time to complete the project.  
 

Identify the type of sentence: ______________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The jury convicted the defendant based upon the testimony of the two eye-witnesses. 

 

Identify the type of sentence: ______________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. He might be willing to consider your ideas. 

 

Identify the type of sentence: ______________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain It!  

 

Different types of sentences and sentence moods can confuse the reader.  

 

A. Some imperatives are difficult to understand because they use words inconsistent with the 

imperative mood. 

Example: It would be great if you could just wait a minute until I finish. 

B. Some interrogatives are difficult to understand because they don’t directly state a 

question and don’t end in a question mark. 

Example: A question that needs to be asked is why you would think that you deserve a 

share of the prize money. 

C. The could, would, may, and might helping verbs may not express the conditional mood. 

Examples: You may as well not attend. Should the date change, I’ll let you know. It 

couldn’t have come at a better time. Might we finish this project tomorrow? 

D. Declaratives which include unnecessary phrases can confuse the reader. 

Examples: Regarding the situation, we will have to see. 

The fact of the matter is she doesn’t want to come to your party. 

E. Some interrogatives may be misunderstood as declaratives when a short question follows 

a comma at the end of a sentence. 

Example: The facts of the case support the conclusion, don’t they? 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  Isn’t she lovely. 

 

___2.  You might as well finish the dip because you’ve dipped the same chip five times. 

 

___3.  Despite the weather, during the game, out in the stands she sat and routed for her team. 

 

___4.  Depending upon the situation, it may be this or it may be that, but it all depends. 

 

___5.  Over 70% favor stricter laws about drunk driving, correct? 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. Isn’t she lovely. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. You might as well finish the dip because you’ve dipped the same chip five times. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Despite the weather, during the game, out in the stands she sat and routed for her team. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Depending upon the situation, it may be this or it may be that, but it all depends. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Over 70% favor stricter laws about drunk driving, correct? 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!  

 

Sometimes, a writer may wish to focus the reader’s attention more on the direct object or action  

of a verb and less on the subject. For example, scientists focus their laboratory reports on the  

object of their experiment and the actions they take and the observations they make, rather than  

on themselves as the subject do-ers of the experiments.  

 

Instead of using the active voice, which focuses on the subject in the usual subject-verb- 

complement sentence kernel, writers may choose to change the focus of their sentences. In the  

passive voice, the subject is acted upon by the verb, so the subject receives the action. 

 

Example: 

 

The ball was kicked by the girl. 

 

The passive voice sentence pattern follows this order: 
 

 direct object        The ball 

 linking verb (is, am, are, was, were, be, being,    was 

been, become, seem, look, feel, smell, and appear) 

 base form of a verb + an “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” ending kicked 

 by or for        by 

 subject         the girl. 
 

Explanation: In the passive voice sentence above, “the girl” (subject) receives the action of the 

verb phrase, “was kicked.” In usual subject-verb-complement active voice patterns, the sentence 

would read: The girl kicked the ball. The girl (subject)-kicked (verb)-the ball (complement). 
 

Sometimes, passive voice sentences imply (suggest) the by or for and the subject. 
 

Examples: The bill was paid.  The first responders will be honored.  

 

Identify It!  

 

Directions: Change these active voice sentences to passive voice sentences. 

 

1. Mai used these lecture notes.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. She bought the gift for her mother. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Dad cooked hot dogs and hamburgers. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain It!  

 

Passive voice sentences can confuse the reader.  

 

A. When additional nouns or pronouns follow the main verb, determining which nouns or 

pronouns are the subject and which are the objects can be confusing. 

Example: The students were given a prize and additional recess time by the teacher for 

their hard work. 

B. When the ending by or for and the subject are implied (suggested), it may be difficult to 

determine the subject. Frequently, the reader will need to determine the subject by re-

reading the preceding sentence. 

Example: The cookies were eaten. 

C. In compound sentences, the reader may not make the connection between a stated action 

of the first clause and an implied (suggested) action of the second clause. 

Example: The broken pipe was fixed by the plumber, but the light switch by the 

electrician. 

D. Passive sentences, in which the direct object and subject could be switched and still 

remain grammatically correct, can confuse readers if the common understanding of the 

direct object-subject relationship is different than expected. 

Example: The dog was chased by the cat all around the house. 
 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  Her clothes appeared freshly laundered and folded. 

 

___2.  The diners in the restaurant were applauded by the award-winning chef. 

 

___3.  A message was sent by the judges and creators of the contest to both winners and losers. 

 

___4.  The couch was thoroughly searched for lost coins, and the back of the drawer, too.  
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. Her clothes appeared freshly laundered and folded. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The diners in the restaurant were applauded by the award-winning chef. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. A message was sent by the judges and creators of the contest to both winners and losers. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The couch was thoroughly searched for lost coins, and the back of the drawer, too.  

 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Write an epitaph, using each type of sentence and mood. An epitaph is a written 

memory of someone who has died. Often, this memory in carved on a tombstone. 

 

 

R.I.P. 
HERE LIES ____________ 
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Noun Phrases 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

Remember that a phrase is a group of related words without a noun and its connected verb. The 

job of a phrase is to serve as a single focused part of speech even though the phrase includes 

additional parts of speech.  

 

The subject of a sentence is often a noun phrase. A subject noun phrase includes nouns or 

pronouns as the subjects with articles, adjectives, and/or prepositional phrases. Usually, the subject 

noun phrase comes before the main verb and/or complement except in interrogatives (questions), 

imperatives (commands, requests, invitations, or restrictions), and passive voice sentences. 
 

 

Examples:  

He and my aunt buy gel (subject noun phrase with pronouns). 

The pretty, little village welcomed tourists (subject noun phrase with article and adjectives). 

Independence Hall in Philadelphia was interesting (subject noun phrase with prepositional phrase). 

 
An object noun phrase also includes nouns or pronouns with articles, adjectives, and/or 
prepositional phrases, but the object noun phrase receives the action of the verb. As a direct object, 
the phrase answers what? or whom? of the verb. As an indirect object, the phrase answers to or for 
what? or to or for whom? of the verb. 
 
Direct Object Noun Phrase Examples:  

I saw (what?) a fantastic movie (object noun phrase with article and adjective). 
 I will visit (whom?) boys with their friends (object noun phrase with prepositional phrase). 
 
Indirect Object Noun Phrase Examples:  
I gave (to or for what?) the rescue dog a home (object noun phrase with article and adjective).  
I lent (to or for whom?) Tim from Iowa a map (object noun phrase with prepositional phrase). 
 

A noun phrase with nouns, subject pronouns (I, we, you, he, she, it, they), articles, adjectives, or  

prepositional phrases can also be used to rename the subject. Usually, these noun phrases  

follow linking verbs (is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been, and others such as become, seem,  

look, feel, smell, turn, remain, and appear). 
 

Examples:  

The painting is the famous Mona Lisa  
(The noun phrase with article, adjective, and noun renames the subject, “The painting.”) 
I am he with the red shirt  
(The noun phrase with a subject pronoun and prepositional phrase renames the subject, “I.”) 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the noun phrases in the following sentences and identify whether the noun 

phrases serve as the subject or object by checking the boxes. 
 

1. The Grand Canyon in Arizona impresses visitors.   Subject □ Object □ 
 

2. The movie was an amazing production.    Subject □ Object □ 
 

3. They lent Phillip and Mary their brand new bicycles.  Subject □ Object □ 
 

4. They and Jermaine played basketball.    Subject □ Object □ 
 

5. Everyone saw Ronald in the pool.     Subject □ Object □ 
 

6. I texted the whole group my message.    Subject □ Object □ 
 

7. The two debate captains are Felix and I.    Subject □ Object □ 
 

8. The old amusement park burned down.    Subject □ Object □ 
 

9. That one is my tissue box.      Subject □ Object □ 
 

10. Give Jody and him the unused portion.    Subject □ Object □ 
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Explain It!  

 

Some noun phrases can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Too many noun phrases next to each other in the sentence create confusion for the reader. 

Example: The happy children, visiting author, and her exciting stories pleased the teacher. 

B. When a noun phrase follows the main verb, it can be difficult to determine whether it is a 

direct or indirect object. 

Example: The teacher read her gothic stories. 

C. Long noun phrases make connecting the first to the last words or ideas more difficult. 

Example: The chief librarian assigned the duties of maintaining the rare book collections 

was on maternity leave. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  The curious alien beings in their spaceships explored Antarctica in the dead of winter. 

 

___2.  The healing of his wounds required daily cleaning and changing the dressing. 

 
___3.  The author wrote her letters every week. 

 

Revise It!  

 
Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 
 
1. The curious alien beings in their spaceships explored Antarctica in the dead of winter. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. The healing of his wounds required daily cleaning and changing the dressing. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. The author wrote her letters every week. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!  

 

A noun phrase which identifies the subject or object, but does not follow a linking verb, is set 

off by commas if the sentence would make sense without the noun phrase. If the noun phrase is 

essential to the meaning of the sentence, no commas are used. This kind of noun phrase usually 

follows the subject or object, but not always. 

 

Examples:  
Jane, the girl with red hair, acted childishly. 

The fortieth U.S. president Ronald Reagan was known as “The Great Communicator.” 

 

The base form of a verb + “__ing” may serve as a subject or object. 

 

Examples: Smoking is hazardous to one’s health. A favorite winter sport is snowboarding. 

 

The base form of a verb + “__ing” + a prepositional phrase, object, or adverb may also serve as a 

subject or object noun phrase. Usually do not place a comma after the phrase when used as a 

sentence opener. 

 

Examples: 
With a prepositional phrase 

Riding in the car leaves some people bored and tired.  

With an object 

Tasting the sauce makes many cooks hungry for dinner. 

As an adverb 

A favorite exercise is walking quickly. 

 

Or the base form of a verb + “__ing” may follow a beginning adjective, a pronoun that shows 

ownership (my, your, his, her, its, our, your, their), or a noun that shows ownership. 

 

Examples: 

As an adjective or adjectives 

A favorite camp activity was exciting and thrilling windsurfing. 

With pronouns that show ownership (my, your, his, her, its, our, your, their) 

My cooking is terrible.  

With nouns that show ownership 

Pete’s (or Gus’) mean joking about the problem helped us relax. 

The old bridges’ creaking scared us all. 

 

Note that singular nouns that show ownership include an apostrophe before an ending s (Jose’s 

house) or after an ending s if the noun ends in s (Chris’ farm). Plural nouns that show ownership 

include an apostrophe after an ending s or z (Smiths’ dogs, Perez’ cars, churches’ windows). 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the noun phrases in the following sentences. Next, fill in the blanks to the 

left of the numbers with the capital letters which best match how the noun phrases have been 

constructed. 
 

___1. Rowan loves sports which are thrilling.     
 

___2. The movie usher Mr. Tilman showed us our seats.    
 

___3. “His swimming,” says Asher “is great.”     
 

___4. The wind’s whistling through the trees sounded like rain.    
 

___5. Talking softly calmed the frightened children.  
 

___6. The crowd loved Chuckles, the birthday party clown.   
 

___7. Napping under the boardwalk always relaxes me.     
 

___8. Luis’ loud laughing woke up everyone.     
 

A. Base form of a verb + “ing” with an adverb 

B. Base form of a verb + “ing” with nouns that show ownership 

C. Base form of a verb + “ing” as an adjective 

D. Base form of a verb + “ing” with essential noun phrase which identifies the subject 

E. Base form of a verb + “ing” in non-essential noun phrase which identifies the object 

F. Base form of a verb + “ing” with pronouns that show ownership 

G. Base form of a verb + “ing” with nouns that show ownership 

H. Base form of a verb + “ing” with prepositional phrases 
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Explain It!  

 

Some noun phrases can confuse the reader. 
 

A. When using nouns formed by the base form of the verb + “__ing” as the subject or object, 

the meaning may change if used as a word or a phrase. 

Example: Exercising quickly becomes a habit. 

B. A subject noun phrase can be interrupted within the phrase by other words, and this 

interruption delays the completion of the link between the subject and verb. 

Example: Gardeners and, on huge estates, landscape architects plan every detail. 

C. When nouns formed by the base form of the verb + “__ing” appear in passive voice (the 

subject receives the action of the verb) sentences, the sentence can be quite confusing. 

Example: Full attention was given to following the teacher’s directions by the students. 
 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  
 

___1.  Kicking the ball into the goal was finally accomplished by Josie and her friends. 
 

___2.  Writing always was her dream. 
 

___3.  The actress helped a young woman, the one we spoke about, get into show business. 

 

Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 
 
1. Kicking the ball into the goal was finally accomplished by Josie and her friends. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Writing always was her dream. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. The actress helped a young woman, the one we spoke about, get into show business. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!  

 

Some subject and object noun phrases are constructed from other parts of speech. 

 

Example: The difficulty of the situation created hard choices for the students. 

Explanation: The adjective, “difficult,” has been used as the subject noun, “difficulty.” 

Example: Her mission became the care of the sick and protection of the innocence. 

Explanation: The verb, “care,” has been used as an object noun, “the care.” 

 

Subject and object noun phrases may include two words which repeat each other’s basic 

meaning. Writers may use these paired repetitions to emphasize words or make meanings more 

clear: each individual, end result, final ending, final result, future plans, past history, terrible 

tragedy, true facts, and unexpected surprise. 

 

Example: The future plans of each individual remain uncertain. 

Explanation: The word, “plans” implies (suggests) things not yet done, so “future” is repetitive. 

The word, “individual” is a part of a group, so “each” is repetitive. 

 

A subject or object noun phrase may also be constructed with an example and its category or 

subset and its set. 
 

Examples: The cheap quality of the towel bar was quickly discovered by its light weight.   

Often times the large size televisions have worse displays. 

Explanation: The word, “cheap” refers to an example, or degree, of “quality.” The word, 

“light,” as used here, refers to an example, or degree, of “weight.” 

 

Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the noun phrases in the following sentences. Next, fill in the blanks to the 

left of the numbers with the capital letters which best match how the noun phrases have been 

constructed. Letters will be used more than once. 
 

___1. To see the final ending, each individual must pay a separate fee.   
 

___2. Never put food waste into the recyclables garbage.   
 

___3. Jim had a rock solid answer for every question.    
 

___4. The demonstration of his power scared Ronald and Hermione.   
 

___5. The true facts are that the end result would not have changed. 
 

___6. No one expected such an emotional reaction.     
 

A. Repeated meaning words 

B. Example and its category or subset and its set 

C. Other parts of speech used as nouns 
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Explain It!  

 

Some noun phrases can confuse the reader. 
 

A. A paired repetition in a noun phrase may confuse the reader if one of the words is 

unknown or if the relationship between the words is not understood. 

Example: The terrible tragedy inspired change as an end result. 

B. When the relationships between an example and its category (e.g. blue color) or a subset 

and its set (e.g. slice of pie) are not clear, the noun phrase can be confusing. 

Example: The 1960s was an exciting period of time for the production of small size 

vehicles like the Volkswagen Bug automobile. 

C. A verb or an adjective may act like a noun and confuse the reader about its function.  

Example: Their investigation of the crime and carelessness about the case during the fall 

made us think that no arrests would ever be made. 
 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  “As far as I’m concerned, that’s past history,” she said. 
 

___2.  The healing of his wounds required daily cleaning and changing the dressing. 
 

___3.  The little statuette was of a small size. 

 

Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 
 

1. The author wrote her letters every week. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. The curious alien being explored our planet while its spaceship hovered over Antarctica in the 
dead of winter. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Writing always was her dream. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Use as many of these noun phrases as you can to compose a song. 

 

Verse 1 

 

Tasting the sauce  

He and my aunt 

a fantastic movie 

the rescue dog 

The pretty, little village 

the famous Mona Lisa 

 

Chorus 

 

each individual 

the girl with red hair 

he with the red shirt 

light weight 
 

Verse 2 

 

exciting and thrilling windsurfing 

The old bridges’ creaking 

My cooking 

boys with their friends 

Independence Hall in Philadelphia 

fortieth U.S. president 

 

Verse 3 

 

Tim from Iowa 
Riding in the car 

cheap quality 
walking quickly 
Pete’s (or Gus’) mean joking  

about the problem 
future plans 
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Adjective Phrases 
 

 

Learn It!  

 
Remember that adjectives modify nouns or pronouns, answering How Many? Which One? or 
What Kind? An adjective phrase is a group of related words that acts as a separate unit to modify 
(identify, define, add to, limit, or describe) nouns or pronouns Adjective phrases can be placed 
before subject or object nouns or pronouns. 
 

Examples: Those old and rusty sheds were finally removed. Arthur bought her the wrong size 

and wrong color dress. 
 

Adjective phrases may also be placed after linking verbs. Linking verbs include the “to be” verbs: 

is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been, and others such as become, seem, look, feel, smell, turn, 

remain, and appear. 

Example: Their technology appears ancient and useless. 

 

Adjectives often combine with prepositional phrases to serve as sentence complements. 

Examples: They remain optimistic about the future of our country. Happy with the results of the 

election, the voters seemed to be. 
 
Adjectives as Comparisons 

 
An adjective phrase can describe a noun or pronoun by comparing it to other nouns or pronouns. 
The comparative adjective is usually followed by the word than. 
 
Use the suffix “_er” for a one-syllable comparison between two nouns or pronouns.  
Example: She is older than her brother. 
 
Use “_er” or more (less) for a two-syllable comparison between two nouns or pronouns. 
Examples: Prettier than Jane’s doll, her doll looked like a movie star.  
Compared to middle schoolers, high schoolers seem more talkative. 
 
Use the suffix “_est” for a one-syllable comparison among three or more things.  
Example: Of dolphins, squid, and orcas, the orca is by far the meanest of them all. 

 

Use “_est,” most, or least for a two-or-more-syllable comparison among three or more things.  
Example: Her most interesting novel, The Page, sold less than her other books. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Choose the word from the word bank which best fills in the blank for each sentence. 

More than one word may be used in a blank. 

 

1. ______________________ at the audience’s response, the entertainer appeared to be. 

 

2. His iced tea tasted ______________________ than the rest. 

 

3. Of Paul, Regina, and Mitch, Regina had the ______________________ hands. 

 

4. Both Pedro and Mike need a bath. Which is ______________________? 

 

5. Comparing all of the personal stories shared by the students, Sheila’s was the 

 

______________________ by far. 

 

6. The train ride was ______________________ than the bus. 

 

7. Max was the ______________________ award-winner. 
 

8. Andi is always ______________________ than her risk-taking friend. 

 

9. The home-baked bread smells ______________________. 

 

10. The coach became ______________________ about her team’s chances. 

 

Word Bank 

 

most surprising sweeter Angry  less comfortable dirtiest   

least worthy  more cautious hopeful wonderfully fresh dirtier 
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Explain It!  

 

Adjective phrases can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Compound adjective phrases which modify direct objects can be confusing. 

Example: Luis rates Calvin the better student and the best representative for student 

council. 

B. Complements at the beginning of sentences are often mistaken for sentence subjects. 

Example: The fresh-baked brownies we hid in the cupboard. 

C. Adjective phrases which are redundant can make sentences challenging to read. 

Example: Paul is definitely the best candidate for the actual position. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  Matthew gave Mitchell, his best friend and business partner, his share of the business. 

 

___2.  Hide and seek they played until midnight in the park. 

 

___3.  The worst proposal of the bunch was the horrible idea presented by the doctor.  
 

Revise It!  

 
Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 
 
1. Yolanda prefers fresh and tasty, sweet but not too sweet, strawberries. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Hide and seek they played until midnight in the park. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. The worst proposal of the bunch was the horrible idea presented by the doctor.  
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!  

 
Some adjectives add “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” + the base form of a verb to show 
completed actions or conditions that modify (identify, define, limit, or describe) a noun or 
pronoun. Often, these adjectives describe emotions. The adjectives can be placed before or after 
nouns or pronouns and are set off by commas. 
 

Examples:  
 
Frightened, Leonard and I hid in the corner.   Found, the child stayed close to his mother. 
Hurt, she could not play.    Mistaken, the teacher corrected herself. 
 
These adjectives often combine with prepositional phrases and adverbs to form adjective phrases. 
 
Examples: 

 
With a prepositional phrase  
Surprised beyond belief, the woman could not respond. 
The children, told to be quiet, the children behaved until recess.  
With an adverb 
Caught quickly, the bank robbers went to jail. 
The antidote, given slowly, reversed the poisonous effects. 
 
Some adjective phrases combine “having” + the base form of a verb + an “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” 
or “__en” ending to describe actions or conditions existing before the present.  
 
Examples: 
 
With a prepositional phrase 
Having listened to his dad, the son came home. 
With an object 
I called the police, having witnessed the crime. 
With an adverb 
Having just finished, Matt felt unprepared. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Change the adjectives in the following sentences to adjective phrases in which the 

adjectives add “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” + the base form of a verb. 
 

1. He was defeated by his challenger, and he lost the tournament. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The poorly behaved child drove his teacher to insanity. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The bank robbers were quickly caught and went to jail. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions: Change the adjectives in the following sentences to adjective phrases in which the 

adjectives add having + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” + the base form of a verb. 
 

4. Mary finally started her homework at her bedtime, and she got it done by midnight. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Belinda handed over the trophy she held for three years. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. I had to replace the salsa because I dropped and broke the jar. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain It!  

 

Adjective phrases can confuse the reader. 

 

A. An adjective phrase can confuse the reader with unnecessary descriptions, especially if 

the descriptions seem contradictory. 

Example: An accomplished artist, Jim tried many art forms, but was unsuccessful at any. 

B. Long adjective phrases may strain the memory of the reader about the sentence kernel. 

Example: The man was handsome, obviously wealthy, with a happy-go-lucky attitude 

about life. 

C. Lists of adjective phrases of equal importance may be confused with noun phrases 

which rename or identify subjects or objects. 

Example: Among the celebrities were Tom Cruz, the American actor, a reality 

television star, Instagram influencer, the singer, Taylor Swift, and Michele Obama. 

D. When additional words are added between “having” + the base form of a verb + an 

“__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” ending in adjective phrases, the sentence can be confusing. 

Example: He decided to approve, having more than once or twice rejected her proposal. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  
 

___1. Having never really considered her a close friend, she won’t be invited to the party. 

 

___2.  Yolanda prefers fresh and tasty, sweet but not too sweet, strawberries. 

 

___3.  The excitable, playful, dog, wearing a furry collar, jumped up on the helpless old man. 

 

___4.  Melanie in evening gown, standing alone in the corner of the ballroom, abandoned by her 

date, looked like an old Roman statue, lifeless and cold. 
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Revise It!  

 
Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 
 

1. Having never really considered her a close friend, she won’t be invited to the party. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Yolanda prefers fresh and tasty, sweet but not too sweet, strawberries. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. The excitable, playful, dog, wearing a furry collar, jumped up on the helpless old man. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Melanie in evening gown, standing alone in the corner of the ballroom, abandoned by her date, 

looked like an old Roman statue, lifeless and cold. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!  

 
Some adjectives add “__ing” onto the base form of a verb to describe ongoing actions or 
conditions. Often, these adjectives describe what causes certain emotions. The adjectives can be 
placed before or after nouns or pronouns and are set off by commas.  
 
Examples: Surprising, the television show was a hit one day and cancelled the next. 
The journey will be tiring. 
 
These adjectives often combine with prepositional phrases, objects, and adverbs to form 
adjective phrases. 
 
Examples: 

 
With a prepositional phrase 
We watched the dog, begging below the table. 
With an object 
We practiced hitting the ball to the left side of the infield. 
With an adverb 
The climber, falling rapidly, clings to the rope. 

 

Some adjective phrases begin with a possessive pronoun (my, our, your, his, her, its, or their) + a 

noun + the base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” ending. These adjective 

phrases can be placed before or after nouns or pronouns and are set off by commas.  

 

Examples:  

His friends angry and frustrated, Paul promised to change his behavior. 

Her food already eaten, she did the dishes. 

I continue to play, my body broken and bruised. 
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Identify It!  

 
Directions: Expand the simple sentences with the adjective phrase which best matches. 
Assemble the adjective phrases form the phrase jumble below. 
 
1. ____________________________________________, Dad said, “It’s clean-up time.” 
 
2. The teacher __________________________________________ announced the event. 
 
3. They regretted ________________________________________ to the weaker team. 
 
4. Zowie started to laugh, __________________________________________. 
 
5. ________________________________, the tourist got the directions from the clerk. 
 
Phrase Jumble 
 
losing the championship   Asking for help 
Their toys spread out all over the floor her emotions completely unleashed 
speaking slowly and clearly 

 

Explain It!  

 

Adjective phrases can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Adjective phrases which are detached from the nouns or pronouns that they modify can 

be thought to modify unintended nouns and pronouns. 

Example: Being eight years old, my grandmother let me walk to the neighborhood store. 

B. Adjective phrases with mixed “_ed” and “_ing” endings can confuse the reader. 

Example: Finished early with time remaining, the student stared at her completed test. 

C. Adjective phrases with possessive pronoun beginnings can confuse the reader about 

which noun or pronoun is being modified. 

Example: Their theories proven by our experiments, we celebrated with them in the lab. 

D. Adjective phrases with mixed “_ing” endings can be confused with “_ing” nouns. 

Example: Snoring louder than a hurricane, he gave inventive-thinking Masha an 

exciting idea for a new sleep device. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  Disappointed in her job and worrying about the future, Nell was unhappy and depressed. 

 

___2.  Fired from your job, your car became your home. 

 

___3. Slipping and sliding down the hill, Joseph turned skiing into a life or death sport. 

 

___4. Your home built of stone and brick, many neighbors felt it resembled a castle. 
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Revise It!  

 
Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 
 

1. Disappointed in her job and worrying about the future, Nell was unhappy and depressed. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Fired from your job, your car became your home. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Slipping and sliding down the hill, Joseph turned skiing into a life or death sport. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Your home built of stone and brick, many neighbors felt it resembled a castle. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥

 

Write a two-day diary about an interesting event or milestone in your life. Suggestions: a camping 

trip, a visit from relatives, a mini-vacation, a class field trip, or learning to swim, learning to ride a 

bike, attending a sports game, playing in a tournament, playing a new video game. 

 

Use these words to introduce adjective phrases: those, most, least, less, more, my, our, his, her, its, 

their, and having. Use these word endings to introduce adjective phrases: _er, _est, _ing, _ed, _en, 

_d, _t, and _ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
My 

Diary 

 
My 

Diary 

Date: Date: 
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Adverb Phrases 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

Remember that an adverb modifies a verb, an adjective, or an adverb and answers What degree? 
How? Where? When? An adverb phrase adds related words. 
 
What Degree? 
Less cautiously than before, the hiker skipped down the mountain. 

How? 

Josie was playing so roughly. 

Where? 

Here, there, and everywhere, the ants invaded. 

When? 

I texted them later that afternoon. 
 
Use commas following adverb phrases that begin a sentence if a noun or pronoun follows. 
 

Adverbs as Comparisons 

 

With “as” or “than” to compare two verbs, adjectives, or adverbs 

As slow as possible, the child walked on stage. Longer than we predicted, the boy ran. 
With the “less” or “more” comparisons between two verbs, adjectives, or adverbs when the 
adverb ends in “__ly.” 
James spoke less carefully than Allen. She handled her defeat more gracefully than he did. 
With the “least” or “most” comparisons among two or more verbs, adjectives, or adverbs when 
the adverb ends in “__ly.” 
Of the three storytellers, Lisa told hers least enthusiastically.  
The boy sang most effortlessly than the rest of the choir. 

 
Note that when comparing, the last object of comparison (“spoke” and “story” in the examples 
above) is frequently not stated. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the adverb phrases in the following sentences. 

 

Tom walked slowly, thinking carefully about the choice he and his parents had recently made. 

The bell rang, and he quietly entered the Room 22 at his new school. 

 

Tom’s parents had made the difficult decision that switching to a new school would help Tom 

make new friends. At his old school, Tom had been bullied constantly by a group of boys in his 

class. Tom’s teachers and the principal had tried hard to stop the bullying, but even with their 

best efforts, they couldn’t completely protect Tom. Quite reluctantly, Tom and his parents 

eventually decided to switch schools in the middle of the year.  

 

Transferring into a new school in the middle of the year is challenging. It’s difficult to make new 

friends. The students at the new school already had created friendship groups, and unfortunately 

Tom was not welcomed at all. Tom’s new teachers encouraged some of their students to invite 

Tom to eat with them at lunch and they willingly did so. But, soon thereafter Tom was left alone. 

At least, Tom wasn’t bullied at his new school, but Tom was certainly lonely. 

 

Two weeks after Tom started his new school, another boy transferred into the school. Tom 

boldly gathered up his courage and told the new boy that he was new, too. That day, Tom and the 

new boy happily ate lunch together and played a quick game of basketball with some of the other 

kids. Tom and his new friend got to know some of the other students and had a great time at their 

new school. Although not easy, fitting into a new school can work out just fine. 
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Explain It!  

 

Adverb phrases can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Adverb phrases, using negatives to modify verbs, can be challenging for many readers, 

especially if negatives are unfamiliar to the reader. 

Example: John promised never to listen to her advice, and he seldom broke that promise. 

B. Adverb phrases which interrupt sentences may confuse the reader. 

Example: The insulation, when measured exactly, makes 100 degree days bearable. 

C. Students often confuse adjectives with adverbs when the words are comparisons, 

including most or least or words ending in “_est.” 

Example: Of the three debaters, Tom argued most angrily. 

Explanation: The comparison most angrily is an adverb (not an adjective) because it 

modifies the verb argued. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  Her poor performance in the finals largely negated her achievements during the season. 

 
___2.  Harry remembered a while later that he had left his phone. 

 

___3. Most convincingly, Seth won the MVP award for his volleyball team. 

 

Revise It!  

 
Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 
 

1. Her poor performance in the finals largely negated her achievements during the season. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Harry remembered a while later that he had left his phone. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Most convincingly, Seth won the MVP award for his volleyball team. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 464 

Learn It!  

 
Adverbs often combine with prepositional phrases. 
 

Example: Once upon a time, a princess awakened from a dream. 

 

Adverbs may modify (identify, define, add to, limit, or describe) verbs, adjectives, or other 

adverbs as phrases constructed as to + verb + object. 

 

Example: The students begged and pleaded to join our club. 

 

Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the adverb phrases in the following sentences. 

 

1. Soon after the movie, the couple decided to drive quickly to the restaurant. 

 

2. Trey made every effort to lose honorably. 

 

3. The naughty child attempted to ruin our game. 

 

4. The sports cars raced incredibly fast through the winding streets of Monte Carlo. 

 

5. To arrive here yesterday, I took the early train. 

 

6. No one could hear her, so she had to shout louder and louder. 

 

7. Down by the river she hiked. 
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Explain It!  

 

Adverb phrases can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Adverb phrases introduced by prepositions can be confusing because readers may think 

that the object of the phrase is the subject of the sentence. 

Example: In the morning he was coughing and called the advice nurse after breakfast. 

B. Readers often think adverb phrases are modifying adjectives or adjective phrases with 

“__ing” when they are not. 

Example: Men playing video games more often than not like to snack while they play. 

C. Adverbs inserted between the to + the base form of a verb may confuse the reader. 

Example: I planned to always without fail chew each bite 20 times before swallowing. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  Luis insisted that she must help to without complaining wash the dishes. 

 

___2.  Behind the cabinet lived two white mice and their nest of babies. 

 
___3.  Children enjoy watching fun cartoons each day before breakfast. 

 

Revise It!  

 
Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 
 
1. Behind the cabinet lived two white mice and their nest of babies. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Children enjoy watching fun cartoons each day before breakfast. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Luis insisted that she must help to without complaining wash the dishes. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!  

 

When an adverb and the verb that it modifies (identify, define, add to, limit, or describe) does not 

directly connect to the sentence subject, the sentence can be confusing.  

 

Example: While running across the street, the bus hit him.  

Explanation: The adverb phrase “While running across the street” modifies “hit.” The writer 

means that “he was running down the street,” but it states that the bus was doing so. 

Example: After learning the facts, the article was helpful. 

Explanation: The adverb phrase “After learning the facts” modifies “was.” The writer implies 

(suggests) the subject he, she, or they, but it states that the article was doing so. 

 

When words or phrases placed between two words could be misunderstood to modify (identify, 

define, add to, limit, or describe) either word, the sentence can be confusing. 

Example: Walking up hills quickly strengthens your legs.  

Explanation: “Quickly” could modify “hills” or “strengthens.”  
 

Identify It!  

 

Directions: Explain why these adverb phrases might confuse the reader. 

 

1. Thrown high and inside to the batter, the pitcher aimed the ball. 

 

2. Filled with crushed ice, the woman put into her water bottle before pouring in the water. 

 

3. Marvin hoped later that night the show might be re-broadcast. 

 

4. Beaten by the worst team in the league, the fans booed their championship team. 

 

5. Arriving at the finish line completely exhausted, a soft chair was all he wanted. 

 

6. Forced to leave without saying “Good-bye,” a lonely ride home awaited Grandma. 

 

7. After seeing the movie, the book is still much better. 

 

8. Filled with layers of chocolate and strawberries, the party had a beautiful cake. 
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Explain It!  

 

Adverb phrases can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Adverb phrases which are detached from the verbs, adjectives, or adverbs that they 

modify can be thought to describe unintended words. Remember that adverbs are 

frequently formed with prepositional phrases. 

Example: I shot an elephant in my pajamas. 

B. A word or phrase placed between two words can be misunderstood to modify (identify, 

define, add to, limit, or describe) either word. 

Example: I said tonight after seven you had better call me. 

C. Adverb phrases, used in the passive voice, can be confusing. 

Example: In this way were created the students’ best pottery. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  Walking into the garage, the smell disgusted me.  

 

___2.  Lazily and slowly strutting into the room was the housecat. 
 

___3.  Children riding bikes with their friends later than usual do their homework. 

 

Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. Walking into the garage, the smell disgusted me.  

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Children riding bikes with their friends later than usual do their homework. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Lazily and slowly strutting into the room was the housecat. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Write sentences with adverb phrases which… 
 

 Combine with a prepositional phrase 

 Begin with to + verb + object 

 Are followed by than or as to compare two verbs,  

adjectives, or adverbs when the adverb ends in “_ly” 

 Begin with more when the adverb ends in “_ly” 

 Begin with less when the adverb ends in “_ly” 

 Begin with most when the adverb ends in “_ly” 

 Begin with least when the adverb ends in “_ly” 
 

to teach someone how to make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. 
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Verb Phrases: Helping, Linking, and the Progressive Tense 
 

 

Learn It!  

 
A verb phrase is a verb plus other related words which add detail to the verb’s action or 
condition. Verbs may be physical or mental actions (He will vote. They believe him.) Verbs may 
also simply express conditions such as being or having something (I am here. She has red shoes.) 
 
The verb tense shows whether the action is in the present, past, or future. 
 

 The present tense is the base form of the verb with an ending s to match singular nouns 
and pronouns or no ending s to match plural nouns and pronouns (Bo watches. We watch.).  

 The past tense usually adds “_ed” as an ending to the base form of the verb (I watched.).  
 The future tense adds will before the base form of the verb (You will watch.).  

 

Often, the “to have” (has, have, had) helping verbs are placed before the base form of the verb + 

an “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” ending to show a completed action in the past or present, but 

not at a specific time.  

 
Examples: He has heard me. They had given help. We have finished two projects. 

 

The “to do” (do, does, did) helping verbs are placed before the base forms verbs. These helping 

verbs may also signal questions when they are placed at the beginning of a sentence, followed by 

the subject of the sentence and then the base form of the verb. 

 
Examples: I do like our principal. Chuck does find it strange. Did we know that? 

 

The helping verbs which show possibility or condition (could, should, would, can, shall, will, 

may, might, must) are used before the base forms of verbs. These helping verbs may also signal 

questions when they are placed at the beginning of a sentence, followed by the subject of the 

sentence and then the base form of the verb. 

 
Examples: They might think about it first. Should we know that already? 

 

The “to be” linking verbs and others such as become, seem, look, feel, smell, and appear link 

nouns and pronouns to identifiers or descriptions (sentence complements). 

 
Examples: We were the champions. She became the boss. The beef stew smells wonderful. 

 

Avoid placing too many words and phrases between the helping verbs (do, does, did, could, 

should, would, can, shall, will, may, might, must) and their connected base forms of verbs. Also, 

avoid placing too many words and phrases between the helping verbs (has, had, have) and the 

base form of the verb + an “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” endings. 

 

Example: My friends do after all want to see me. John had, during his lunch time, started to 

window shop. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the verb phrases in these sentences. 

 

1. Marci will always help if she is asked. 

 

2. Louis had mostly left the decisions to his sister. 

 

3. She did know the difference between right and wrong. 

 

4. Martha already thinks that we could finish on our own. 

 

5. I soon became the boss of the company. 

 

Directions: Re-write these sentences and revise the verb phrases. 

 

6. We have frequently wondered why she was chosen first. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Have you or your fantastic staff ever considered waiting until noon to open the store? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. We shouldn’t, but sometime in the future we might change our minds, offer a half-price sale. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain It!  

 

Verb phrases can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Placing too many words and phrases between the helping verbs (has, had, have) and the 

base form of the verb + an “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” ending can confuse readers. 

Example: Bob and Rae had by the time the teacher passed out the test study guide 

finished their study. 

B. Placing too many words and phrases between the helping verbs (do, does, did, could, 

should, would, can, shall, will, may, might, must) and their connected base forms of verbs 

ending can be confusing for readers. 

Example: Marci does not for a minute recognize how she could even unintentionally 

insult others. 

C. Repeated words cause confusion for readers. When spoken with proper inflections and 

pauses, they are much easier to understand.  

Example: Yolanda had had enough of his arguments.  

D. Unfamiliar negative words can make verb phrases difficult to understand for readers. 

Example: The child had misbehaved on a regular basis, and her parents negatively 

reinforced her disorderly conduct. 

E. The base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” endings can serve as 
adjectives or verbs. When more than one appears in a sentence, the reader can be 

confused as to whether the words are adjectives or verbs. 

Example: Feeling defeated, the defeated team had unexpectedly defeated their rivals. 

F. The base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” endings can serve as 

adjectives or verbs. The placement of the word in the sentence may confuse the reader as 

to whether the words an adjective or a verb. 

Example: The doctor had frightened patients in her office.  

G. Linking and action verbs can be confused. 

Examples: The tiger smells just fine thinks the zookeeper. I am growing impatient with 

my vegetables growing too small. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  
 

___1.  The motorcycle she had had had had its tires slashed. 
 
___2.  The bright student did frequently, but not every time, know the answers. 

 
___3.  Boxed into the ropes, the challenger boxed his way back into the center of the ring. 
 
___4.  The authors have scared children throughout their horror stories. 
 
___5.  Have they sometimes late at night complained about noises in their closets? 
 
___6.  The child completely misrepresented what the teacher said to her. 
 
___7.   They stayed close and stayed in town to see each other often. 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 472 

Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. The motorcycle she had had had had its tires slashed. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. The bright student did frequently, but not every time, know the answer to the teacher’s 

questions. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Boxed into the ropes, the challenger boxed his way back into the center of the ring and 

conquered the champion. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. The authors have scared children throughout their horror stories. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Have they sometimes late at night complained about noises in their closets? 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. The child completely misrepresented what the teacher said to her. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!  

 

The present progressive tense shows an action that takes place over a period of time in the 

present or an action taking place at the same time the statement is written. Remember that the 

present tense shows an action that happens now or over and over again. 

 

The present progressive tense uses is + the base form of the verb + “__ing” to match singular 

nouns and pronouns and are + the base form of the verb + “__ing” to match plural nouns and 

pronouns. An exception is I am “__ing.” 

 

Examples: Our teacher is starting a new reading program at school.  

Mark and I are studying now. I am swimming every morning this summer. 

 

The past progressive tense shows an action that took place over a period of time in the past or a 

past action which was happening when another action took place. Remember that the past tense 

shows an action that happened only once and at only one time in the past. 

 

The past progressive tense uses was + the base form of the verb + “__ing” to match singular 
nouns and pronouns and were + the base form of the verb + “__ing” to match plural nouns and 

pronouns.  

 

Examples: She was hoping I would change my mind. Kellie and Leanne were cooking brownies 

when their friend, Marci, knocked on the door. 

 

The future progressive tense shows an an ongoing action in the future that may or may not be 

completed over a period of time. Remember that the future tense shows an action that will happen 

at one time in the future. 

 

The future progressive tense uses will be + the base form of the verb + “__ing” to match both 

singular and plural nouns and pronouns. 

 

Examples: We will be going on the field trip tomorrow. Patrick and I will be spending lots of 

time together. 

 

When beginning questions, the helping verb is placed first; the subject noun or pronoun comes 

next; and the base form of the verb + “__ing” before the rest of the sentence. Unless the or 

conjunction compounds two or more choices, the answer to the question will be “Yes” or “No.” 

Example: Are they expecting their teacher to assign them homework? 

 

When beginning questions which include “not,” the helping verb and “not” are usually 

contracted unless the “not” is to be emphasized. 

Examples: Wasn’t he waiting for you? Won’t you be walking home? Was not that our plan 

before you changed it? 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Re-write these sentences in the spaces provided, changing each verb to the present 

progressive tense. 

 

1. Larry enjoyed the beautiful sunsets at the beach. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. They expect a lot of money for their used car. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. We were hoping that you could join us for dinner. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions: Re-write these sentences in the spaces provided, changing each verb to the past 

progressive tense. 

 

14. Phoebe listened to the teacher as she works. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. I run down the street to the end of the block when I see my friend. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Nina and Berta give money to help those in need during the holiday season. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Re-write these sentences in the spaces provided, changing each verb to the future 

progressive tense. 

 

7. We will run the mile in P.E. today. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. I thought of you as you celebrate your birthday. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9. Tanya and Darla have watched the movie tonight. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 475 

Explain It!  

 

Progressive verb tenses can confuse the reader. 

 
A. The base form of the verb + “__ing” can serve as an adjective or verb that shows an 

ongoing action in the past, present, or future. Commas are used to set off the adjectives, but 
not the verbs. Readers need to pay attention to the punctuation to avoid confusion. 

Example: Walking with a friend, the boy was talking about how they will be sailing later 

that afternoon. 
B. The base form of the verb + “__ing” can serve as noun or noun phrase. Readers may 

confuse this noun construction with the progressive tenses. 
Example: Driving a car was becoming an exciting, thrilling, and fulfilling experience for 
the developing teenage driver. 

C. Placing too many words and phrases between the helping verbs (am, is, are, was, were, 

will be) and their connected base forms of verbs + “__ing” can be confusing for readers. 
Example: I am almost always, except on even-numbered days, willing to help. 

D. Unfamiliar negative words used with the progressive tense can be difficult for readers. 

Example: The celebrities were infrequently appearing on the talk shows, but the talk 

show hosts scarcely ever were inviting them. 

E. When beginning questions, the helping verb is placed first; the subject noun or pronoun 

comes next; and the base form of the verb + “__ing” before the rest of the sentence. 

Unless the or conjunction compounds two or more choices, the answer to the question 

will be “Yes” or “No.” 

Example: Are your friends guessing the answers or do they have they Googled them? 

F. Because beginning questions which the helping verb + “not” are usually contracted, 

readers may become confused when they are not. 

Example: Is it not raining cats and dogs outside, and were you not thinking about all 

those poodles? 

G. When adverbs indicating time do not match the present, past, or future progressive tense, 

the reader may be confused. 

Example: Carolyn was wishing now for a second chance, but she will be getting another 

opportunity then. 

H. The progressive verb tenses show actions over a period of time, not actions which are, 

were, or will be completed just once at one specific time. 

Example: The boys were helping them move exactly at five o’clock yesterday. 
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Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  I am normally willing to listen to her arguments, but she is mostly ignoring my answers. 

 

___2.  The boys were racing their remote control cars later after lunch. 

 

___3.  His inconsistent responses were making it easier for the opposing debate team to win. 

 

___4.  When they arrived, the neighbors were helping them move their furniture. 

 

___5.  Challenging and thrilling, the video games were exciting each player. 

 

___6.  Was not your teacher the one on the playground? 

 

___7.  The rock climbing was luring the adventurer to test her limits. 

 

___8.  Were both teams competing in the track and field event or was only your team doing so? 

 

Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. I am normally willing to listen to her arguments, but she is mostly ignoring my answers. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The boys were racing their remote control cars later after lunch. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. His inconsistent responses were making it easier for the opposing debate team to win. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. When they arrived, the neighbors were helping them move their furniture. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Challenging and thrilling, the video games were exciting each player. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Was not your teacher the one on the playground? 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. The rock climbing was luring the adventurer to test her limits. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Were both teams competing in the track and field event or was only your team doing so? 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Title and write a blog post about how you would change something at your school if 

you were principal. Use present, past, and future progressive verb phrases throughout your post.
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Verb Phrases: Perfect and Perfect Progressive Verb Tenses 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

The present perfect tense shows an action that took place at some unidentified time in the past. 
Remember that the present tense shows an action that happens now or over and over again, and the 
present progressive tense shows an action that takes place over a period of time in the present or 
an action taking place at the same time the statement is written.  
 
The present perfect tense uses has + the base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” 
to match singular nouns and pronouns and have + the base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” 
“__t,” or “__en” to match plural nouns and pronouns.  
 
These phrases are often used to indicate time with the present perfect tense: ever since, before, 
already, so far, many times 
 
Examples: He has studied hard for today’s test. The teachers have told the principal about him. 
 
The past perfect tense is an action that began before a specific time in the past and continued 
until that time. Remember that the past tense shows an action that happened only once and at 
only one time in the past, and the past progressive tense shows an action that took place over a 
period of time in the past or a past action which was happening when another action took place.  
 
The past perfect tense uses had + the base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” to 
match singular or plural nouns and pronouns 
 
These phrases are often used to indicate time with the past perfect tense: as soon as, at that time, 
at that moment, after, until, when 
 
Examples: Timothy had built another fort by the time I came out to help. 
They had given me another chance when they saw how hard I tried. 
 
The future perfect tense is an action that will be completed before a specific time in the future. 
Remember that the future tense shows an action that will happen at one time in the future, and the 
future progressive tense shows an an ongoing action in the future that may or may not be 
completed over a period of time. 
 
The future perfect tense uses will or helping verb which shows possibility (can, could, may, 
might, must, shall, should, would) + have + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” to match singular or 
plural nouns and pronouns. 
 
These phrases are often used to indicate time with the future perfect tense: since (a specific time), 
for the next (a specific time), by the time you (a specific action). Usually, these phrases appear 
after the future perfect tense at the end of the simple sentence. 
 
Example: We will (should, might, could, must) have walked six miles by three-o’clock today.  
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Re-write these sentences in the spaces provided, changing each verb to the present 

perfect tense. 
 

1. The class was already started.. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. This weekend’s game would be canceled. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. They had been sharing their feelings about riding skateboards without helmets. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions: Re-write these sentences in the spaces provided, changing each verb to the past 

perfect tense. 

 

4. Esmerelda developed a fantastic web site. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. The ladies have been reuniting in the same place to continue their friendship once every year. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. The storm was threatening to strike since last night. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Re-write these sentences in the spaces provided, changing each verb to the future 

perfect tense. 

 

7. We ride our bikes along the coast. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. They had seen three busses pass their house in ten more minutes. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9. You will tell three stories in front of the class by the end of this year. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain It!  

 

Perfect verb tenses can confuse the reader. 

 

A. The base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” endings can serve as 

adjectives. When these adjectives are used with perfect tense verbs, the reader may be 

confused. 

Example: Captured and tortured, the escaped soldier had wandered the tangled jungle by 

night and will have walked 40 miles when he finally arrives back at his post. 

B. Placing too many words and phrases between the helping verbs (has, have, had, will 

have) and their connected base forms of verbs + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” endings 

can be confusing for readers. 
Example: Have you once again burnt your English muffin? 

C. Using negatives between the helping verbs and base forms of verbs + “__ed,” “__d,” 
“__t,” or “__en” endings can be confusing, especially when the helping verb + not are not 
reduced to contractions. 
Example: Have not they learned their lessons yet? 

D. Unfamiliar negative words used with the progressive tense can be difficult for readers. 

Example: Unfortunately, the high speed rail won’t be completed in time for the 

Olympics. 

E. When adverbs indicating time do not match the present, past, or future progressive tense, 

the reader may be confused. 

Example: Mary has broken her foot last week, and now she is out there playing soccer. 

F. The perfect verb tenses show actions that began at some time in the past and have 

continued until some action or point in time. 

Example: “We will have fixed the plumbing,” she said two weeks ago, “before they have 

completed the framing of the house.” 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  The board has given a pessimistic response to their proposal. 

 

___2.  They have ended their business relationship once and for all. 

 

___3.  Printed, the document has passed through many hands and many have reviewed its pages. 

 

___4.  The police officers had arrested the accused burglar right now in the parking lot. 

 

___5.  Has not Jaime heard about the dance recital? 

 

___6.  Will Jimmy and Rodrigo have seen the final artwork before it is displayed? 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. The board has given a pessimistic response to their proposal. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. They have ended their business relationship once and for all. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Printed, the document has passed through many hands and many have reviewed its pages. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The police officers had arrested the accused burglar right now in the parking lot. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Has not Jaime heard about the dance recital? 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Will Jimmy and Rodrigo have seen the final artwork before it is displayed? 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Use present, past, and future perfect verb phrases to create a Valentine’s Day card. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 
Valentine’s 
Day 
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Learn It!  

 

The present perfect progressive tense shows the length of time an action has been in 

progress up to the present time.   

 

The present perfect progressive uses has been + the base form of the verb + “__ing” to match 

singular nouns and pronouns and have been + the base form of the verb + “__ing” to match 

plural nouns and pronouns.  

 

Examples: Until this moment she has been watching television all morning. 

Marcelle and Patricia have been waiting for you. 

 

The past perfect progressive tense shows an action that has already been completed or 

something that happened before another action or a specific time in the past. 

 

The past perfect progressive uses had been + the base form of the verb + “__ing” to match 

singular nouns and pronouns. 

 

Example: Before the Civil War some Southerners had been hoping to end slavery in their 

states. 
 

The future perfect progressive tense shows an action that will have happened, but won’t be 

completed until a specific time in the future. 

 

The future perfect progressive uses will have been + the base form of the verb + “__ing” to 

match singular nouns and pronouns. 

 

Example: They will have been planning the future burglary for years in their jail cells. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Re-write these sentences in the spaces provided, changing each verb to the present 

perfect progressive tense. 

 

1. We rode our bikes all day, but we haven’t yet arrived at our destination. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. George will live in that apartment for only six months. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Greta and I wait for our ride for over an hour. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions: Re-write these sentences in the spaces provided, changing each verb to the past perfect 

progressive tense. 

 

4. Mitch has climbed up that mountain the entire morning. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. I will have been waiting for you six hours by then. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Since receiving my paycheck, I have spent every dollar I earned. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Re-write these sentences in the spaces provided, changing each verb to the future 

perfect progressive tense. 

 

7. That dog has been barking all night long and most of the morning. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. By the time this problem is solved, I helped you for three hours. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9. Nancy has not been feeling well for her entire pregnancy. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain It!  

 

Perfect progressive verb tenses can confuse the reader. 

 

A. The present perfect progressive shows the length of time an action has been in progress 

up to the present time.  

Example: I have been anticipating your arrival for days until I stopped doing so. 

B. The past perfect progressive shows an action that has already been completed. 

Example: Thomas had been receiving complaints every day.  

C. The past perfect progressive shows an action that happened before another action or a 

specific time in the past. 

Example: Dr. Noah had been teaching that class each year until now. 

D. The future perfect progressive describes an action that will have happened, but won’t be 

completed until a specific time in the future.  

Example: Cherish and I will have been dating for four months until sometime soon. 

E. The present perfect progressive shows an action that is happening at this moment in time. 

Example: I jumped in the water at 8:00 a.m. and have been swimming all that morning. 
F. The base form of the verb + “__ing” can serve as an adjective or verb that shows an 

ongoing action in the past, present, or future. Commas are used to set off the adjectives, but 
not the verbs. Readers need to pay attention to the punctuation to avoid confusion. 

Example: The guitarist, strumming lazily, will have been playing for two hours when the 

ceremony begins. 
G. The base form of the verb + “__ing” can serve as noun or noun phrase. Readers may 

confuse this noun construction with the progressive tenses. 
Example: Running the mile was challenging, but the runners have been running more 
slowly than at the start. 

H. Placing too many words and phrases between the helping verbs (had been, has been, have 

been, will have been, won’t have been) and their connected base forms of verbs + “__ing” 

can be confusing for readers. 
Example: Charles had been the last one on earth joking about his appearance. 

I. Using negatives between the helping verbs and base forms of verbs + “__ing” can be 
confusing, especially when the helping verb + not are not reduced to contractions. 
Example: Jamie has not been trying her best until recently. 

J. Unfamiliar negative words used with the progressive tense can be difficult for readers. 

Example: Liam had hardly ever been practicing his lines until right now that the play has 

begun. 
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Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  We have been waiting for you when you came to our house. 

 

___2.  Martha will have been contradicting everything I’ve been saying by the time we ZOOM at 

noon. 

 

___3.  Memorizing and practicing, the students had been saying the definitions out loud. 

 

___4.  The pouring rain had ended our game. 

 

___5.  Riding the chair lift up the mountain has been challenging because getting off the chair 

without falling is hard to do. 

 

___6.  Not only will John have been sleeping for ten hours, he will also not have been feeding the 

pets he was hired to pet sit. 

 

___7.  The broken pipes really won’t have actually to my mind been the worst problems of that 

weekend. 

 

___8.  It had been snowing after the thunderstorm finally stopped. 

 

___9.  The high schoolers have been studying all night and early this morning. 

 

___10.  The play will have been completed earlier than many had expected. 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. We have been waiting for you when you came to our house. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Martha will have been contradicting everything I’ve been saying by the time we ZOOM at noon. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Memorizing and practicing, the students had been saying the definitions out loud. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The pouring rain had ended our game. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Riding the chair lift up the mountain has been challenging because getting off the chair without 

falling is hard to do. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Not only will John have been sleeping for ten hours, he will also not have been feeding the pets 

he was hired to pet sit. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. The broken pipes really won’t have actually to my mind been the worst problems of that 

weekend.. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. It had been snowing after the thunderstorm finally stopped. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. The high schoolers have been studying all night and early this morning. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. The play will have been completed earlier than many had expected. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: The rings inside the trunks of redwood trees represent one year for each ring. The 

oldest rings are located at the center of the tree and the newest rings are found at the outside edges. 

Older redwoods may have over 1,000 of these rings! For this writing activity, use present, past, and 

future perfect progressive verb phrases to describe events which this redwood tree is witnessing, 

has witnessed, and will witness since it became a tree 1,000 years ago. 
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Infinitives as Nouns, Adjectives, and Adverbs 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

Infinitives begin with “to” and follow with the base form of a verb. However, an infinitive 

doesn’t function as a verb; it serves as a noun, adjective, or adverb. 

 

 The present infinitive uses “to” + the base form of a verb. The infinitive may serve as an 

adverb. 

Example: To watch my show I finished my chores early.  

 The infinitive may also use “to be” + the base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or 

“__en” to show an action that was completed in the past. The infinitive may follow a 

noun or pronoun.  

Example: What an honor to be chosen as a prize-winner! 

 The infinitive may also use “to have” + the base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” 

or “__en” to show the length of time an action has been in progress up to the present 

time. Some verbs are directly followed by an infinitive. 

Example: They want to have practiced the song before they perform it. 

 

Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the infinitives and infinitive phrases in the following sentences. 

 

1. He attempts to listen to all directions before beginning a task. 

 

2. Kyle helped to take out the trash. 

 

3. I want to participate if I can. 

 

4. To fit the last puzzle piece she had to trim the edges of the piece. 

 

5. To sing and to dance well takes years of practice. 

 

6. I know that to train for a long distance run it takes patience and commitment. 

 

7. Lance gave permission to use his photograph for the project. 
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Explain It!  

 

Infinitives and infinitive phrases can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Using negatives between the “to” and the base form of the verb can be confusing for the 

reader. 

Example: John promised to never listen to her advice. 
B. Inserting words or phrases between the “to” and the rest of the infinitive phrase can 

confuse the reader. 
Example: She advised me to quickly gather my belongings and to as fast as humanly 
possible get out of town. 

C. Some infinitives drop the “to” and include only the base form of the verb. 
Example: John helped his mother finish the project. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  
 

___1.  Lisa stated, “To have been completely, without exception, rejected by my peers crushed my 

willingness to suggest new ideas.” 

 

___2.  “To never accept help is just as bad as to not take advice,” my Aunt said. 

 

___3.  The counselor helped father see the wisdom of providing choices for his children. 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. Lisa stated, “To have been completely, without exception, rejected by my peers crushed my 

willingness to suggest new ideas.” 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. “To never accept help is just as bad as to not take advice,” my Aunt said. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The counselor made father see the wisdom of providing choices for his children 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!  

 

 The infinitive may also use “to have been” + the base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” 

“__t,” or “__en” to show an action that began before a specific time in the past and 

continued up until that time. The infinitive may serve as an adjective. 

Example: The cabin would have to be at least 50 years old to have been built by 

Grandpa. 

 The infinitive may also use “to be” + the base form of the verb + “__ing” to show an 

action which takes place over a period of time in the present or an action taking place at 

the same time that the statement is written. The infinitive may serve as the subject of the 

sentence. 

Example: To be playing professional baseball would be a dream.  

 The infinitive may also use “to have been” + the base form of the verb + “__ing” to show 

an action that happened at an unnamed time before the present. The infinitive may serve 

as a direct object. 

Example: I told him to have been running a marathon every day for a month, he would 

have to eat five meals a day. 

 

Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the infinitives and infinitive phrases in the following sentences. 

 

1. Yance wants to be watching the game this evening. 

 

2. To have been completed, the bridge construction would have to have been started years ago. 

 

3. Admittedly, to have been singing in the contest would have pleased them. 

 

4. To be expecting change immediately may be expecting too much from the child. 

 

5. Carol needs to have been admired by more than one fan on her tour. 

 

6. I know that to train for a long distance run it takes patience and commitment. 

 

7. If I must join the organization, to be working for the poor would be my first choice of an 

assignment. 
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Explain It!  

 

Infinitives and infinitive phrases can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Using negatives between the “to” and the rest of the infinitive phrase can be confusing 

for the reader. 

Example: To not have been chosen by the second round of the draft would have 

disappointed the star basketball player. 

B. Unfamiliar negative words used with the infinitive phrase can be difficult for readers. 

Examples: To be on rare occasions watching television as a whole family would be a 

sight to see. 

C. Infinitives connected to prepositional phrases may confuse the reader. 

Example: We all went to town to watch the parade and to cheer on the team. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  To be watching football games all day would be a dubious pastime for the professor. 

 

___2.  To have finally understood from your own experience how to be willing in all 
circumstances to honor your parents is, from my point of view, a major accomplishment. 

 

___3.  To not have tried could never have been considered an option to be chosen. 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. To be watching football games all day would be a dubious pastime for the professor. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. To have finally understood from your own experience how to be willing in all circumstances to 

honor your parents is, from my point of view, a major accomplishment. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. To not have tried could never have been considered an option to be chosen. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Write fiver of your own proverbs (wise sayings), including infinitive phrases with 

these grammatical constructions: 

 

 “to” + “to be” + the base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en”  

  “to have” + the base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en”  

  “to have been” + the base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en”  

  “to be” + the base form of the verb + “__ing”  

  “to have been” + the base form of the verb + “__ing”  
 

Example: ‘“Tis better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all.” (Alfred Tennyson) 

 

Personal Proverbs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. __________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
2. __________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
3. __________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
4. __________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
5. __________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
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Noun Clauses 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

Unlike a phrase, a clause is group of words with a subject noun or pronoun (the do-er) and its 

connected verb (the action). A clause which expresses a complete thought is called an 

independent clause because it could stand on its own as a simple sentence. A clause which 

doesn’t express a complete thought is called a dependent clause because it depends upon its 

connection to the more important independent clause. Without a connected independent clause, 

the dependent clause would be a sentence fragment. 

 

A noun clause refers to a person, place, thing, or idea and serves five different functions within a 

sentence: As a subject, direct object, indirect object, object of the preposition, and 

complement. Notice that each of these functions is only one part of a sentence, so the noun 

clause is a dependent clause. 

 

When the noun clause (or any other type of dependent clause), is connected to an independent 

clause, it is called a complex sentence. 

 

Example: Whatever she says (dependent noun clause), you must do (independent clause). 

 

A sentence with two or more independent clauses and one or more dependent clauses is called a 

compound-complex sentence. 

 

Example: I will be there for you (independent clause), and I will be ready to help (independent 

clause) whenever you need me (dependent noun clause). 

 

Following are the functions of noun clauses: 

 

Sentence Subject 

 

Noun clauses may begin with if, how, however, that, the “wh” words: what, when, where, which, 

who, whom, whose, why, or the “wh”—ever words: whatever, whenever, wherever, whichever, 

whoever, or whomever. Place a comma following an introductory noun clause.  

 

Examples:  
Whenever you wish, I will do (independent clause). 

What the student said was very inappropriate (verb + complement). 

 

Another noun clause that serves as the subject of a sentence begins with The fact that. 

 

Example: The fact that the earth is not flat was known by ancient astronomers. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the noun clauses in these sentences: 
 

1. How I did that was simply a miracle. 
 

2. What the parents wanted to do was unclear to me. 
 

3. Where everyone went was unknown to me. 
 

4. Whichever way they turn will be the best direction. 
 

5. Whomever you choose will always be supported by the class. 
 

6. The fact that David was the tallest was not the main reason he was chosen. 

 

Explain It!  

 

Noun Clauses can confuse the reader. 
 

A. A subject noun clause can be interrupted by another grammatical construction, and this 
interruption delays the completion of the link between the subject and verb for the reader. 
Example: What the principal meant at the time to say was safety remains a top priority. 

B. A noun clause subject which states a fact may require complex thinking and make readers 
lose their train of thought before reading the main verb and complement.  
Example: The fact that grammar is the complicated study of how a language works does 
not make it boring. 

C. Contrasting noun clauses within the same sentences can be confusing, especially when 
many of the words are repeated. Often a single word, such as not is overlooked. 
Example: What the child did know is more important than what the child did not know. 

D. When a synonym in one noun clause refers to a noun in a previous clause, the reader may 
think that two different meanings are meant. The reader may lack vocabulary knowledge 
or background knowledge to understand the noun relationships. 
Example: George Patton was the best tank commander of World War II; however, the 
general did not always follow orders. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 
sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  
 

___1.  Our knowledge that an object in motion will continue until met with an equal or greater 
force was tested in our experiment. 

 

___2.  How the tree loses its leaves in the fall is exactly what deciduous plants do. 
 

___3.  Where the bottle with the message would land after years of floating in the Pacific Ocean 
was anyone’s guess. 

 

___4.  How the child hit the bullseye once was more remarkable than how the child missed the 
bullseye forty times. 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. Our knowledge that an object in motion will continue until met with an equal or greater force  

was tested in our experiment. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How the tree loses its leaves in the fall is exactly what deciduous plants do. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Where the bottle with the message would land after years of floating in the Pacific Ocean was 

anyone’s guess. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How the child hit the bullseye once was more remarkable than how the child missed the bullseye 

forty times. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!  

 

In addition to acting as sentence subjects, noun clauses can also serve these functions: direct 

object, indirect object, object of the preposition, and complement. Notice that each of these 

functions is only one part of a sentence, so the noun clause is a dependent clause. 

 

Direct Object 

 

The direct object receives the action of the verb. As a direct object, the noun clause answers 
what? or whom? of the verb.  

 

Example: I don’t know why his present has not arrived. 

 

Indirect Object 

 

As an indirect object, the noun clause answers to or for what? or to or for whom? of the verb. 

 

Example: I give whoever finishes the race a medal. 

 

Object of a Preposition 

 
A preposition shows a relationship, time, position, or location between the preposition and its 
object. The preposition is always part of a phrase. As the object of a preposition, the noun clause 
answers “What?” or “Whom?” of the preposition.  

 

Example: On whichever holiday she chooses, the gift packages will arrive promptly at her door. 

 

Complement 

 

As a complement, the noun clause answers the main verb. 

 

Examples:  
The chef already knew what he wanted to serve for dinner. 

What he wanted to serve for dinner, the chef already knew. 

 

The pronouns who, whom, whose, which, and that may start noun clauses used as complements. 
Examples: I wonder whose car it is. Who that may be on the red carpet no one knew. 

 

The pronouns who, whom, whose, which, and that may be implied (suggested) at the beginning 

of noun clause complements.  

Example: The burglar confessed he stole the diamonds. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the noun clauses in these sentences: 
 

1. “I want you to know what all the noise is about.”  
 

2. I’m sure she will order whatever you recommend.  
 

3. I hope we are going to wherever the chef has suggested for dinner.  
 

4. Her only weakness was that she hesitated when given the signal to begin. 
 

5. We asked whose pencil is was and if we could borrow it.  
 

6. We will soon understand who may be ready to help. 
 

7. I already said I would take it home. 
 

8. With whatever paint you choose, we can decorate the room.  

 

Explain It!  

 

Noun Clauses can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Using too many noun clauses in a sentence can be challenging to read. 

Example: What I meant to say was “I give whatever I want to whomever I choose to be 

used wherever they feel it is needed.” 

B. Avoid using noun clauses as preposition strings. More than one noun clause used as the 

object of a preposition can confuse the reader. 

Example: These tickets are good for whichever day you are free and with whomever you 

want to attend. 

C. The pronouns who, whom, whose, which, and that may be implied (suggested) at the 

beginning of noun clause complements, but failing to state them may create confusion for 

the reader. 

Example: The politician promised she would serve her full term with whomever we also 

elected. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  Whoever likes my drawings and how I drew them at the Fine Institute for Young Artists is 

the kind of friend I want.  

 

___2.  Whenever she bakes in the morning, the smell from the oven tempts whomever is near the 

kitchen. 

 

___3.  The woman I know sold me the purse I take when I go out shopping. 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. Whoever likes my drawings and how I drew them at the Fine Institute for Young Artists is the 

kind of friend I want. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Whenever she bakes in the morning, the smell from the oven tempts whoever is near the kitchen. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The woman I know sold me the purse I take when I go out shopping. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 506 

Create It!   ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Write five new laws and consequences  

for breaking these laws. Include a noun clause  

constructed as a subject, direct object,  

indirect object, object of the preposition,  

and complement. 

 

 

 

 

Law s and Consequences 

 

1. ________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 
  

2. ________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 

 

3. ________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 

 

4. ________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 

 

5. ________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 
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Adjective Clauses 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

An adjective clause can modify (identify, define, add to, limit, or describe) a noun or pronoun by 
answering Which One? How Many? or What Kind? Remember that a clause is group of words 
with a subject noun or pronoun (the do-er) and its connected verb (the action).  
 

The adjective clause serves two basic functions: It provides essential or non-essential 
information to the sentence. Essential means that the information is needed to make sense of the 
sentence. Non-essential means that the sentence makes sense without the adjective clause. 
 

Notice that each of these functions is only part of a sentence. An adjective clause written on its 
own is not a complete sentence. It is a sentence fragment. To form a complete sentence, the 
adjective clause must be connected to an independent clause to form a complex sentence or to a 
verb and complement to to form a simple sentence. 
 

The pronouns who, whom, whose, and which, but not that, begin adjective clauses which provide 
non-essential information to a sentence. The who refers to people and which refers to specific 
things. Non-essential adjective clauses are set off by commas.  
  
Example: The girl, who sits in the corner, is sleepy.  
Explanation: “The girl is sleepy” includes all essential information on its own. The adjective 
clause, “who sits in the corner,” provides non-essential information and is set off by commas. 
Plus, the sentence sounds right when the reader pauses before and after each adjective clause. 
 
Non-essential clauses may also begin with adjectives constructed from the base forms of verbs + 
“__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” endings. These clauses include completed actions or 

conditions in the past to modify the independent clause. 
 

Example: The lake water, released by the gates in the dam, keeps fish healthy downstream. 

 
The pronouns who, whom, whose, and that, but not which begin adjective clauses which provide 
essential information to a sentence. The who refers to a specific person or group of people. The 
that refers to things or people in general. Essential adjective clauses are not set off by commas.  
 

Examples: The boy whose food we are eating is extremely generous.  
Explanation: “The boy is extremely generous” does not include all essential information on its 
own. The adjective clause, “whose food we are eating” is essential to the meaning of the 
sentence, and so it is not set off by commas. Plus, the sentence would not sound right if the 
reader paused before and after the adjective clause. 

 
Essential clauses may also begin with adjectives constructed from the base forms of verbs + 
“__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” endings. These clauses include completed actions or 

conditions in the past to modify the independent clause. 
 

Example: Software created by a team of programmers helped patients monitor their own health. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Highlight the adjective clauses in these sentences. 

 

1. I knew it would be the one that I had identified. 

 

2. The man, whose watch is gold, asked me for help. 

3. Mr. Langston, who lives across the street, says he is a Martian. 

4. I just finished the second test, which is much harder than the first test. 

 

5. The metal shed, heated by the rays of the summer sun, made the tools inside too hot to use. 

 
6. The tree house, designed by a structural engineer, survived the tornado.  
 

Directions: Revise these sentences by combining them with an adjective clause. 

 

7. I had identified it. I knew it would be that one. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Chevy gave the man his cane. He was the one who limped. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. The wildfires burned through thousands of acres. They began by lightning strikes. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. The game was developed by gamers. It had an interesting story line. It had well-developed 

characters. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain It!  

 

Adjective clauses can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Readers often struggle when multiple adjective clauses are used in the same sentence. 

Example: The mail carrier who delivered the package yesterday drives a truck, which 

she uses to deliver packages. 

B. The pronouns who, whom, whose, which, and that may be implied (suggested) at the 

beginning of adjective clauses.  

Example: The boy the ball hit began crying. 
C. Adjective clauses which are interrupted by additions, definitions, limitations, 

descriptions, or explanations take the reader’s focus away from the beginning pronoun 
and its relationship to the verb in the clause. 
Example: The senator, whose views, like so many of his fellow law-makers, change 

according to popular opinion, is running for election again. 

D. A pronoun reference which is far away from its antecedent because of multiple adjective 

clauses in a sentence can create confusion. 

Example: The shop teacher showed his students which wrench to use for the spark plugs 

that needed to be replaced and how to use it. 
E. When a preposition is added before the pronoun that begins an adjective clause, the 

reader can become distracted. 
Example: Petroleum products, from which plastics are made, are increasingly expensive. 

F. Negative adjective clauses (“there are hardly”) which are connected to negative 
independent clauses (“won’t agree”) are especially challenging for readers. Note that 
some negatives, such as “hardly,” are not always recognized as negatives. 

Example: Compared to what people thought before, there are hardly any that won’t agree 

about the dangers of severe concussions. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  The woman the boss fired already has a new job.  

 

___2.  Mom taught me which saw to use to cut the straps that had to be removed and how to use 

it. 

 

___3.  Parents whose only focus in life is their children often learn after the children leave the nest 

that unlike other couples they should have spent more time focusing on each other. 

 

___4.  The ring that I know was the one which has the inscription inside whose author was Ken. 

 

___5.  The boy, whom you don’t know, was never the student his parents had hoped he would be.  

 

___6.  The bed, upon which sits my cat, differs from the one that you showed me. 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. The woman the boss fired already has a new job. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Mom taught me which saw to use to cut the straps that had to be removed and how to use it. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Parents whose only focus in life is their children often learn after the children leave the nest that 

unlike other couples they should have spent more time focusing on each other. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. The ring that I know was the one which has the inscription inside whose author was Ken. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. The boy, whom you don’t know, was never the student his parents had hoped he would be. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. The bed, upon which sits my cat, differs from the one that you showed me. 

 
Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain It!  

 

Adjective clauses can confuse the reader. 

 

A. The pronouns, whom and whose, are rarely used in everyday speech and readers may be 

confused by their usage. 

Example: The man whom we know and his friend whose letter we received just arrived. 

B. Using other grammatical structures after adjective clauses may confuse readers.  

Example: The breeder sent the puppy that the children played with to their home. 
C. When the pronouns referring to people (who, whom, that) change within a sentence, the 

reader can be confused about the subject that the adjective clause modifies. 

Example: The woman that stays at home to raise her children is the one whom I know. 

D. More than one adjective clause interrupting the sentence subject and its verb creates 

attention problems for the reader. 

Example: The tool that is used most often by those who best understand its function is 

the chain saw. 
E. When the pronoun beginning a second adjective clause in the same sentence is implied 

(suggested) the reader may be confused.  

Example: Her parents who always supported her Olympic dreams and set aside money in 

a savings account for future training enjoyed watching their daughter perform. 

F. Adjective clauses which have double negatives within the same adjective clause are 

especially difficult to understand. 
Example: Most people, who don’t think that it’s never going to happen, are still 
unprepared for climate change. 

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

___7.  The gifts which we opened were from a woman whom we hardly know. 

 

___8.  Our math teacher, who claimed that proofs can never be unproven, was wrong. 

 

___9.  The first responder who arrived on the scene earlier than the others ran around to the back 

of the house to investigate. 

 

___10.  People that avoid getting mad and those who live nearby are the ones with whom I 

associate. 

 

___11.  The teacher who helped the child in class and tutored her in math went on maternity 

leave. 

 

___12.  The cookies that Dad makes and whose recipe I use get rave reviews. 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

7. The gifts which we opened were from a woman whom we hardly know. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Our math teacher, who claimed that proofs can never be unproven, was wrong. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. The first responder who arrived on the scene earlier than the others ran around to the back of 

the house to investigate. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. People that avoid getting mad and those who live nearby are the ones with whom I associate. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. The teacher who helped the child in class and tutored her in math went on maternity leave. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. The cookies that Dad makes and whose recipe I use get rave reviews. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 
 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Write fortune cookie adjective clause fortunes, beginning with who, whom, whose, 

which, that, and the base form of a verb + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” ending. 
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Adverb Clauses 
 

 

Learn It!  

 

Remember that an independent clause has a noun and its connected verb that stands on its own as 

a simple sentence. A dependent clause has a noun and its connected verb that does not stand on 

its own as a complete thought. It depends upon its connection an independent clause. The 

dependent clause is less important to the meaning of the sentence than its connected independent 

clause. Together, the dependent and independent clauses form a complex sentence. 

 

An adverb clause is a dependent clause. The adverb clause acts as an adverb to modify (identify, 

define, add to, limit, or describe) a verb, adjective, or another adverb in the connected 

independent clause by answering one or more of these questions: What degree? How? Where? or 

When? Additionally, adverb clauses frequently answer a Why? question. 

 

The adverb clause can begin a sentence, come in the middle of a sentence to interrupt the 

independent clause, or end a sentence. It always begins with a subordinate conjunction. The 

prefix, sub, means under in subordinate, and it signals the reader that the adverb clause which 

follows is under the authority of its connected independent clause. The adverb clause certainly 

contributes meaning, but the independent clause is the most important thought of the sentence.  

 

In this memory trick, the AAAWWUBBIS letters stand for the most frequently-used subordinate 

conjunctions. These subordinate conjunctions focus on the How? When? and Why? questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Credit Jeff Anderson for the AAAWWUBBIS memory trick. 

The AAAWWUBBIS*  
Subordinate Conjunctions 

 

 
 

After, Although, As, When, While,  
Until, Because, Before, If, Since 
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Examples beginning with the AAAWWUBBIS Subordinate Conjunctions: 

 

After, Although, As, When, While, Until, Because, Before, If, Since 

 

After I finished dinner, I did the dishes. 

She did not pass the test, although she had studied. 
As the player practiced, she improved her skills. 
I was at the river, when the dam broke. 
While the band played, the children sat quietly. 
The band played until the wedding couple left. 
The students, because they had a substitute teacher, did not behave well. 
Before the parents arrived, the children had a party. 
That disease, if not controlled, could spread quickly. 
It should come as no surprise, since I already warned them. 

 

Notice that an adverb clause is set off from independent clauses with commas unless the adverb 

clause ends the sentence. 
 

 

 

Identify It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the correct AAAWWUBBIS letter that matches the 

subordinate conjunction in each sentence. Letters may be used more than once. Also, insert 

commas where they are needed. 

 

 

___1. It took nine hours to drive there although they did stop for lunch. 

 

___2. “It’s not right if you want to know what I think and you care about justice,” she said. 

 

___3. Hans said, “Before we go to my mother’s house we need to talk.” 

 

___4. While he didn’t approve Mel did not state his objections. 

 

___5. I didn’t feel horribly bad about John losing his money since I had warned him in advance. 

 

___6. Please don’t start the car until I’m ready to leave. 

 

___7. When Linda lets us help her we will gladly assist. 

 

___8. Zoey gave us all a gift because she is always thoughtful and we brought her flowers. 

 

___9. Can you wait to discuss this matter after we leave? 

 

___10. As the world turns so time passes. 
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Explain It!  

 

Adverb clauses can confuse the reader. 

 

A. Many times readers get confused about the meaning of a complex sentence, because the 

adverb clause may seem to contradict the thought of the independent clause. 

Example: Despite the fact that she could be mean (the adverb clause), she was more than 

often quite nice (the independent clause). 

B. Readers often think that “unless” means if; however, unless actually has a negative 

meaning, not a conditional meaning. 

Example: I won’t approve the design unless you make the background green. 

C. Readers frequently don’t understand that although is a subordinating conjunction which 

signals a contrast. 

Example: Although our teacher was always kind, she was also always friendly. 

D. Reversible sentences which include reasons are more difficult to understand when the 

subordinate conjunction, “because,” begins a negative adverb clause.  

Example: Andrew didn’t help the homeless in his city because he was kind-hearted. 

E. More than one adverb clause interrupting the sentence subject and its verb creates 

attention problems for the reader. 

Example: The Department of Labor, when the number of available jobs decreases in 
areas where there is already high unemployment, understands that people suffer. 

F. Imperative (command) independent clauses which don’t specifically connect to the 

meaning of the adverb clause are difficult to understand. 

Example: Jump out of a plane; climb a mountain; and tour the world while you still can. 

G. In adverb clauses, adverbs should modify the nearest verb, adverb, or adjective. Adverbs 

or adverb phrases which dangle on their own confuse readers. 
Example: Upon entering the surgeon's office, a skeleton caught my attention. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  

 

___1.  Michelle acted selfishly among her friends even though she once shared her lunch with me. 

 

___2.  Because they did not leave that evening, they stayed for dinner. 

 

___3.  You won’t get any dessert unless you sincerely apologize to your sister. 

 

___4.  Whenever you are seated in a plane, there may be turbulence, so keep seatbelts fastened. 

 

___5.  Far away from the hospital drove the ambulance and its two paramedics. 

 

___6.  What the President of the United States, when the nation is in crisis and if television time 

is available, says is listened to by other world leaders. 

 

___7.  She wailed and moaned, crying uncontrollably, although she never knew who the injured 

football player was. 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. Michelle acted selfishly among her friends even though she once shared her lunch with me. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Because they did not leave that evening, they stayed for dinner. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. You won’t get any dessert unless you sincerely apologize to your sister. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Whenever you are seated in a plane, there may be turbulence, so keep seatbelts fastened. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Far away from the hospital drove the ambulance and its two paramedics. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. What the President of the United States, when the nation is in crisis and if television time is 

available, says is listened to by other world leaders. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. She wailed and moaned, crying uncontrollably, although she never knew who the injured 

football player was. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learn It!   

 

 
 

Conditional sentences may also use subordinate conjunctions to signal a prediction, doubt, 
regret, guess, or a wish. Often, the subordinate conjunction, that, is used following these nouns 
or synonyms. The writer may choose to delete that if the sentence sounds better, but this 
subordinate conjunction is still implied (suggested). 
 
Examples:  
I’m sure she will like it once she tries it. 
Whether Ivy will go to the movies or not, I don’t know. 
Although Linda seems prepared, she may not have practiced enough. 
I so regret that I wasn’t able to attend the funeral. 
or 
I’m so sorry I wasn’t able to attend the funeral. 

With the Bud is wise,  

but hot! AAA WWW  

memory trick, the letters 

stand for the most common 

29 subordinate conjunctions. 

 

Another function of the 

adverb clause is to express the 

conditional mood.  Although 

simple conditional sentences 

use could, would, may, and 

might to signal what might 

take place if certain 

conditions are met, the 

subordinate conjunctions can 

signal what will take place if 

the conditions are met.  

 

Simple sentence can’t express 

if—then and cause—effect 

relationships, but complex 

sentences with adverb clauses 

certainly can do so. 

 

Examples: 

Before I let you go to the 

party, I want to know more 

about the host. 

She won’t go unless you do. 

If I give her the money, she 

won’t have to work for it. 

Darren will agree to the 

purchase after he reads the 

details of the contract. 
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Identify It!  

 

Directions: Write the the subordinate conjunctions which best begin the adverb clauses in the 

numbered blanks below the phones. 

 

1. ______________ the fact that Kit was Bud’s sister, she never really understood  

2. ______________  smart her brother was. Bud never showed Kit his grades in school, 

3. ______________  she always bragged to him about hers.  

 Kit received a text from her friend 4. ______________ she was walking home. It said,  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4. ____________________ 5. ____________________ 6. ____________________ 

 

7. ____________________ 8. ____________________ 9. ____________________ 
 

10. ___________________ 11. ___________________ 12. ___________________ 
 

13. ___________________ 14. ___________________ 

 

<         Anita Love 

Tell me about your brother, 5.  if you will. Bud is 

in my chemistry class, and he is so crazy smart!  

Bud is wise, but hot! 6.Even though you’re his 

sis, you have to admit 7. that he is very good 

looking! 8.Since we are friends, would you mind 

asking Bud 9. what he thinks of me?  

10. If I asked him to grab a soda with me, do 

you think he would go? 
 

Please text me back, 11. as soon as you can,  

12.  so that I will know what to do. 
 

Also, what does Bud’s nickname for me mean? 

Bud keeps calling me “AAA WWW.”  

13. until I tell him to stop. 14.WhileI wait for your 

reply, I’ll dream a bit more about Bud. LOL 

 

Bud is wise, but hot! AAA WWW 

 
Bud: Before, unless, despite (in spite 
of); is: in order that, so;  
wise: while, if, since, even though (if);  
but: because, until, that;   
hot: how, once, than!  
AAA:  After; Although (though);  
As (As if, As long as, As much as,  

As soon as, As though)  
WWW: Whether;  
When (Whenever);  
Where (Wherever) 
 

<         Anita Love   

1. ____________________ 2. ____________________ 3. ____________________ 
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Explain It!  

 

Adverb clauses can confuse the reader. 
 

A. Although adverb clauses are less important to the meaning of sentences than independent 
clauses, clauses placed at the beginning of sentences may emphasize some words.  
Example: Ice cream you certainly won’t get if you don’t do as I say.  

B. Readers understand complex sentences with clear subordinating conjunctions that show 
the relationships between ideas much better that short simple sentences which imply 
(suggest) their relationships.  
Examples: We could not sit down. The benches had wet paint. 

C. Reversible sentences with cause-effect relationships are more difficult to understand 
when the subordinate conjunction, “because,” begins the last clause in the sentence. 
Example: She could hear music and laughing at the neighbor’s because she went outside. 

D. Many subordinate conjunctions signal contrast, such as unless, despite, in spite of, even 
though, although, whether. If the contrast is not clear, the sentence can be confusing. 
Example: In spite of the girl’s strange reaction, the boys continued to tease her. 

E. When the helping verb, “had,” is placed before the subject, the adverb clause becomes a 
conditional statement or a hypothesis that needs to be proven. The following independent 
clause may state a prediction or fact. These options may confuse readers. 
Example: Had Cal known where the gold was hidden, he would have told me where to dig. 

F. Sometimes adverb clauses imply (suggest) the noun or pronoun and verb. Readers must 
mentally insert what is missing as they read. If a pronoun reference in the independent 
clause connects to what is implied, the sentence can be especially confusing. 
Example: When within striking distance, the frog thrusts out its tongue to snag it. 

G. The independent clause is expected to include the most important information of the 
sentence, and the dependent clause usually includes what is less important. When the 
levels of importance are switched, the sentence can be confusing. 
Example: The batter may put the bat on the ball though he strikes out 50% of the time. 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences. Write the capital letter which best explains why the 

sentence is confusing in the space to the left of each number.  
 

___1.  They all placed fresh-cut flowers on her grave, when she died. 
 

___2.  Had you been more careful while you conducted the experiment, your conclusions might 

be better supported.  
 

___3.  If inside during an earthquake, stand in interior doorways until it is over. 
 

___4.  When dangerous surf conditions exist, you shouldn’t swim in the ocean. 
 

___5.  Whether she finishes her dinner or she works on her homework, Sharon can’t decide. 
 

___6.  She bought it on sale. It was not what she wanted. 
 

___7.  The children did not sleep much because they had a sleepover. 
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Revise It!  

 

Directions: Fill in the sentence kernels. Next, expand them to clarify each confusing sentence. 

 

1. They all placed fresh-cut flowers on her grave, when she died. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Had you been more careful while you conducted the experiment, your conclusions might be  

better supported. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. If inside during an earthquake, stand in interior doorways until it is over. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. When dangerous surf conditions exist, you shouldn’t swim in the ocean. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Whether she finishes her dinner or she works on her homework, Sharon can’t decide. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. She bought it on sale. It was not what she wanted. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. The children did not sleep much because they had a sleepover. 
 

Kernel It!  __________________│_____________  __________________│_____________ 

 

Expand It!  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Create It!  ♥♥♥
 

Directions: Here’s your chance to be a sports radio broadcaster! Call the action for an event, race, 

or series of plays, using adverb clauses at the beginning, middle, and end of complex sentences. 

Include a variety of relationships and subordinating conjunctions between the dependent clauses. 
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man          walks   counter         is 

a       the 

 

kindness         motivates   man          says 

Hfhfhfh      the 

 

glass          appears   legs          disappear 

a       sdfsdgsdfgsgf 

 

man          orders   arms          disappear 

the       eeretewert 

 

man          shouts   body          disappears 

the       the 

 

head          remains   head          demands 

Hhuuyu      the 

 

head          slurps   nothing         is 

the       dfsfsdfasfas 

 

customer         tells   guy          should have quit  

the      aasdfasdfasdfs 

 

 

John Francis Jr.      leaves   The Southwestern Chief      takes 

  

Jane        picks   Lansings         hire 

 

Hollywood       is    World War II         begins 

   

Fort Ord       becomes   Sgt. James         trains  

 

G.I. Bill       pays   Walter Reed Hospital        offers 

Noun and Subject Answers  
 

 
Proper Noun Subject         Action   Proper Noun Subject         Action  

 

___________________│_______________  ___________________│_______________ 

 

___________________│_______________  ___________________│_______________ 

  

___________________│_______________  ___________________│_______________ 

 

___________________│_______________  ___________________│_______________ 

 

___________________│_______________  ___________________│_______________ 

 
 

Common Noun Subject         Action            Common Noun Subject         Action 

 a, an, the      a, an, the 

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

            

   

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

   

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  

             

 

_____________________│_____________  _____________________│_____________  
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A 

   

B 

 

D 

    

C  

 

Noun and Subject Answers  
 

 

Note that some students will answer by rows and some by columns. 

 
Discuss the fact that two of the storyboard cards have pronoun subjects, “He” and “she,” and that 
not every subject appears at the beginning of the sentence. Also, teach students that the italicized 
name of the train, The Southwestern Chief, is underlined in writing, as is the case with titles of 
whole things, such as books. Remind students that parts of whole things, such as book chapters 
are enclosed within quotation marks. 
 
Discuss the fact that one subject in the joke is a pronoun, “He,” and not every modifier is an 
article, such as the adjectives, “old,” “new,” and “That,” as well as the possessive pronoun, 
“His.” Also, ask the students what is different about the action, “should have quit.” Inform 
students that some actions, like subjects, are phrases. 

 

 

___1.  The fruit flies like a banana. 

 

___2.   The teacher the student has studies.  

 

___3.  Robin, the man claims in all his long reports, had a cold. 

 

___4.  Roses are planted in rows by Rose.  

 

Remind students that both common and proper noun subjects may have more than one word, such 

as “fruit flies. Also, tell students that words, such as “rows” and “Rose” are called homophones, 

meaning “same sounds.” You may ask for other examples and teach that homographs, meaning 

“same writings” are words with the same spellings, yet with different meanings, as in “I read 

yesterday that you like to read.” You may choose to brainstorm examples. Note that the collective 

term for homophones and homographs is homonyms, meaning “same names.” 
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M   M   M   M 

 
 

P   P   M   M 

 
 

P   P   M   P 

B 

   

A 

 

D 

    

C  

 

Verb and Simple Predicate Answers 
 

 
___ 1. Know  ___ 2. Advise  ___ 3. Notice  ___ 4. Prefer 

 

___ 5. Drive  ___ 6. Stop   ___ 7. Hope  ___ 8. Imagine 

 

___ 9. Play  ___ 10. Sing  ___ 11. Remember ___12. Taste 

 

 
 

Present Tense 
 

Past Tense 
 

Future Tense 

 

learn 
 

sounded 
 

will spend 

 

drive 
 

looked 
 

will occur 

 

forgets 
 

entertained 
 

will find 

 

sleep 
 

watched 
 

will agree 

 

seems  
 

estimated 
 

will anger 

 

occupies 
 

captured 
 

will lose 

 

 

___1.  There will race the marathon runners.  

 

___2.  If you brake the car too quickly, you will break the law.  

 

___3.  Lew and Nan would usually in the morning ride her skateboard to school. 

 

___4.  The meeting ends later at 6:00 p.m. when they have finished. 
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A 

   

B 

 

B 

    

A  

 

D 

   

C 

 

B 

    

 

A  

 

Adjective Answers 
 

 
___1. That  large  angry  dog   

 

___2. Traditional  eighth-grade  class  novels 

 

___3. The  two  best  educational  experiences 

 

___4. Smart  funny  Suzanne 

 

1. the strange-looking green tiny two invaders friendly seemed 

The two strange-looking, tiny, green invaders seemed friendly. 
 

2. paint yellow old round stains those six horrible looked 

Those six old, round, yellow paint stains looked horrible 
 

3. The party interesting and third strange grade hosted class exciting 

The third grade hosted the interesting, strange, and exciting party. 
 

Reference the adjective order. Also, change the order and place and between each adjective pair to 

check whether commas are needed. 
 

 
 

___1.  A nice, cozy couch it seems, but the happy place Bob sits is so much better. 

 

___2.  His few new ideas and the raspy, quiet voice of his bored most students. 

 

___3.  The long, daring, dangerous exploration of the Amazon River was his greatest 

accomplishment. 

 

___4.  Those 613 laws are found in these first 5 books of this Bible here.  
 

Explain how the commas give the reader some clues about the meaning of the unknown adjectives 

in this sentence: Those endless, dreaded, fidgety, insomnious nights haunted Professor Zorba. 
 

The commas between each adjective indicate that the modifiers are of equal importance.  

these 

 

that 

 

this 

 

  those 

             

nine 

 

        

old 

 

 

seems 

 

 

    

estimated

 

 
  

                         

 

A
d

je
c

ti
v
e

 O
rd

e
r Which One How Many What Kind 

  many 

        

few 

 

first 

 

   nine 

 

        

old 

 

 

seems 

 

 

    

estimated

 

 
  

                         

 

enormous 

 

red 

 

crazy 

 

old 

 

 

seems 

 

 

    

estimated
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C 

   

B 

 

A 

   

A 

 

B 

 

E 

 

D 

 

 

 

Pronoun Answers 
 
 

 
 Fred received a text message from ____________ sister, Maggie. ____________ invited 
 
____________ to ____________ school. ____________ could tell stories about ____________ 
 
lives as missionary children in Africa.  
 
 “____________ and ____________ have some interesting stories, and ____________ 
 
both have a lot of entertaining videos that ____________ students would love,” ____________said. 
 

Fred texted ____________ back and said, “____________ would love to come share at  
 
____________ school. ____________ would help ____________ if ____________ got together to  
 
brainstorm ____________ presentation. ____________ will come over to ____________ house to  
 
practice, or ____________ can come over to ____________.” 

 
1. Sergio and ( them, they ) work at the bank.  

2. ( He, Him ) and ( I, me ) both like ( she, her ).  

3. Jean or ( she, her ) helped ( him, he ). 

4. ( Them, They ) and ( we, us  ) will have dinner. 

5. You and ( he, him ) follow ( them, they) to the playground. 

6. ( My, mine ) cookies taste better than ( his, theirs ). 

7. ( Ours, Our ) team lost to ( their, theirs ) team. 

8. The Johnsons and ( you, us ) know ( we, them ). 

9. ( Her, She ) hit ( me, I ). 

10. ( They, Them ) chose ( your, you ) and ( I, me ). 

11. ( Anyone, Few ) walk home alone. 

12. ( Many, Everybody ) dance to that music. 

13. ( Both, Everyone) plays basketball. 
 

 

___1.  I asked to speak to Maria’s father. She would not talk to me. 

 

___2.  The books sat on the students’ desks. We didn’t need them. 

 

___3.  I love art, especially paintings. This seems to be Italian. 

 

___4.  He lifted the rocks and the feather. Those were heavy. 

 

___5.  Jacob went to see Martin. He listened to and trusted him.  

 

___6.  The influencer was already famous, but she didn’t know it. 

 

___7.  He and his daughter earlier that day didn’t talk with the women and they quit. 

his She 

him her They

 
 

him 

their 

You I we 

my she 

her I 

your It us we 

our I your 

you mine 
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Adverb Answers 
 

 
What Degree?                 How?                   Where?                      When? 

 
___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 
 
___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 
 

___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___1.  Amanda walked slowly, carefully, and hesitatingly down the street. 

 

___2.  You are hardy, but you hardly ever do any of the hard work. 

 

___3.  However, don’t not go to the party. 

 

___4.  I barely ever even noticed her hair. 

 

1. Run very fast to first base. 
2. My older brother eats really hurriedly his food. 
3. The kitchen faucet flowed slowly, and the sound was becoming extremely annoying. 
4. Across the table in the lunch room, the boy looked at me continually without looking away. 
5. My teacher smiled pleasantly and then started laughing uncontrollably with no self-control.  
 

___1.  Thick hamburgers were slowly fried, and thin pork chops were grilled quickly. 

 

___2.  She very seldom desperately wanted to buy a new dress. 

 

___3.  The skydiver threw open unexpectedly the door of the plane. 

 

___4.   The police promised a quick, yet complete and public, review of the controversial case. 
 
 
 

mostly   slowly   everywhere         often 

carefully  usually   nearby          one o’clock 

mainly   easily   nowhere        always 

Once  long  ago  worriedly here  later   

    

afternoon even  More  often  less  excited  

    

 first  cautiously time   out  loud  now   

  quickly away          surprisingly 

 around  when  quickly away  surprisingly sympathetically 

bright 
bright  red  slowly  off  Finally  joyfully 
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Conjunction Answers 
 

 
Re: the Identify It! THE MACHINE activity, more than one answer choice may fit. Brainstorm 

possible answers for each blank. Emphasize comma placement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___1.  Mark Twain is my favorite author, and my father is tired today. 

 

___2.  The firefighters are confident that the school officials know how to respond, and they 

are prepared.  

 

___3.  The boy ran to the park then he played on the swings.  

 

___4.  The President was making a speech, and the people in the crowd were talking. 

 

___5.  Judith visited her aunt, and they had tea, but they also might play backgammon.  

 

___6.   The earth orbits the sun, it also rotates on its axis.  

 

___7.  Micah was not ready to leave, but he had plenty of time.  

 

Directions: Highlight the paired conjunctions in 

the following sentences. 

 

1. Either you are for me or you are against me. 

 

2. Bring as many friends as you can to the party. 

 

3. No sooner did she arrive than she had to leave. 

 

4. Both chocolate and strawberry pies are good. 

 

5. Not only was she cruel, but she was also mean. 

 

6. Whether or not Sam is right, doesn’t matter. 

 

7. Neither you nor your sister is right about this. 

 

8. As quickly as they finished, they began again. 

 

9. Their play was such a success that the audience 

gave them a standing ovation. 

 

10. I would rather be right than wrong. 
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Preposition Answers 
 

 

Aboard the plane, Carol walked about the cabin to find a spot to stow her laptop and 

sweater above the seats. According to the flight attendant there probably still was overhead bin 

space across the aisle, but Carol would have to wait to look after take-off. 

When the seatbelt sign went off, Carol got up and opened the overhead bin. She shoved 

her laptop against someone else’s laptop, along the left side, among the other luggage. Around 

the laptop she draped her sweater as a cushion.  

Back at her seat, before long a child sitting behind her accidentally dropped her doll 

below the seat, and it slid beneath Carol’s purse. The aisle passenger, who sat beside Carol, tried 

to reach between the seats to get the doll, but it was just beyond his reach by the inside seat 

frame. Despite his efforts, he could not reach the toy down there, and during this time the child 

began screaming, “I want my baby doll!”  

Except the occasional screams for her baby doll, from my experience, the child remained 

calmer than most children would have in these situations. Inside a closed space, a child’s screaming 

can be very loud. The child’s mom cleverly gave the child a toy instead of the doll, reaching into 

her bag to find something in place of the doll. In spite of her mom’s efforts, the child continued 

to whimper softly. When the plane banked left, things shifted position, and Carol rescued the 

doll. The child immediately stopped crying and screaming, now that she had her doll. 

Soon though, Carol had to be clever like the child’s mom. Near the window and next to 

the wall of the plane, Carol noticed that the sleeping passenger’s phone had fallen off his arm 

rest. Carol picked it up and put it on his lap. The sleeping man stirred and knocked his phone 

onto the floor, outside of Carol’s reach. Carol unbuckled her seatbelt, but the phone was still just 

out of her reach. Carol leaned over the man, reached past his legs, and grabbed the phone. 

Just then, the passenger awoke and said, “What are you doing?” 

Startled, Carol responded, “You dropped your phone. Here it is.”  

 “Oh, thank you. I panic when I misplace my phone,” he said. 

“Since take-off this flight had been a nightmare,” Carol thought. “The phone was more 

irritating than the doll, though.” Through her efforts, Carol had rescued both a doll and a phone. 

However, throughout the flight even more crazy things were to occur.  

The plane’s flight pattern had produced smooth flying, but then suddenly the plane 

headed straight toward an unexpected electrical storm. Lightning began flashing under the wings, 

and the plane rolled and pitched. The pilot had to descend 10,000 feet underneath the clouds. 

Unlike the silly doll and phone problems, flying this low was a real problem and a dangerous 

one. Until the very end, some passengers, including Carol, wondered if they would make it.  

Finally, the storm stopped, and the pilot ascended up the clouds once again. Upon 

landing, the relieved passengers praised the pilot with their applause. Within that plane, Carol 

and each passenger, without a doubt, promised themselves never to allow little problems and 

irritations, such as dropped dolls and phones, ever bother them again. 
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Preposition Answers 
 

 
Directions: Highlight the prepositions, and [bracket] their objects.  
  
“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the republic for  

which it stands: one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” These  

words are spoken in schools throughout America each day. The right hand is placed over the 

heart and eyes are focused on the flag. Children stand to give respect to our country.  

___1.  “I’m on board with your proposal, and I’ll join you just around the bend,” he responded.  

 

___2.  In spite of the all-too-obvious facts, it was beyond my wildest imagination why he voted  

for her. 

 

___3.  Despite the weather, during the game, out in the stands she sat and routed for her team. 

 

___4.  According to the police officers, the arrest after a thorough investigation the teacher 

completed. 
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Complement Answers  
 

 
1. After dinner, we played cards. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│__________________│__________________ 

 

2. She played me beautiful songs. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│__________________│me│__________________  

 

3. They were Tom and Ryn. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│__________________│__________________ 

             

4. Louisa and Rowan seem kind. 

 

Kernel It!  ___________________________│__________________│__________________ 

 

5. To them Asher blew kisses. 

 

Kernel It!  __________________│__________________│__________________│to them. 

 
 

___1.  Tim stopped falsely accusing what turned out to be an innocent man of a serious crime. 

 

___2.  In bed, reading that book, all day long he stayed. 

 

___3.  His sister started before I did her math homework. 

 

___4.  The birthday party was a true celebration of the day he was born. 

 

___5.  Mark and Louise they showed their completed sculptures. 

 

Discuss each of these answer options, noting the position and composition of the  

complements. 

 

6. He himself is ready or He is ready himself or Is he ready himself? 

 

7. We elected her treasurer. 

 

8. They did it all by themselves or They themselves did it all. 

 

9. I found the cranky boys or The cranky boys I found or Cranky, I found the boys. 

 

10. We starved ourselves for the party or For the party we starved ourselves or 

Ourselves we starved for the party or For the party ourselves we starved. 
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Complement Answers  
 

 

___1.  I defended the old man from the cruel robbers that morning by the docks. 

 

___2.  A perfect picnic site my parents found for Labor Day. 

 

___3.  Their grandparents bought him a skateboard and her a bike for Christmas. 

 

___4.  I myself saw him give himself that cookie I had saved for myself. 

 

___5.  Fred knew the reasons why his parents borrowed the car and when they planned to return it. 
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Types of Sentence and Mood Answers  
 

 
1. question 

 

2. exclamation 

 

3. command 

 

4. statement 

 

5. conditional 
 

 

___1.  Isn’t she lovely. 

 

___2.  You might as well finish the dip because you’ve dipped the same chip five times. 

 

___3.  Despite the weather, during the game, out in the stands she sat and routed for her team. 

 

___4.  Depending upon the situation, it may be this or it may be that, but it all depends. 

 

___5.  Over 70% favor stricter laws about drunk driving, correct? 

 
 

1. These lecture notes are used by Mai. 

 

2. The gift for her mother she bought or The gift she bought for her mother or 

The gift for her mother was bought by her or The gift was bought by her for her mother 

 

3. Hot dogs and hamburgers were cooked by Dad. 

 
 

___1.  Her clothes appeared freshly laundered and folded. 

 

___2.  The diners in the restaurant were applauded by the award-winning chef. 

 

___3.  A message was sent by the judges and creators of the contest to both winners and losers. 

 

___4.  The couch was thoroughly searched for lost coins, and the back of the drawer, too.  
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Noun Phrases 
 

 

1. The Grand Canyon in Arizona impresses visitors.   Subject □ Object □ 
 

2. The two-hour movie was an amazing production.   Subject □ Object □ 
 

3. They lent Phillip and Mary their brand new bicycles.  Subject □ Object □ 
 

4. They and Jermaine played basketball.    Subject □ Object □ 
 

5. Everyone saw Ronald in the pool.     Subject □ Object □ 
 

6. I texted the whole group my message.    Subject □ Object □ 
 

7. The two debate captains are Felix and I.    Subject □ Object □ 
 

8. The old amusement park burned down.    Subject □ Object □ 
 

9. That one is my tissue box.      Subject □ Object □ 
 

10. Give Jody and him the unused portion.    Subject □ Object □ 

 
 

___1.  The curious alien beings in their spaceships explored Antarctica in the dead of winter. 

 

___2.  The healing of his wounds required daily cleaning and changing the dressing. 

 

___3.  The author wrote her letters every week. 

 
 

___1. Rowan loves sports which are thrilling.     
 

___2. The movie usher Mr. Tilman showed us our seats.    
 

___3. “His swimming,” says Asher “is great.”     
 

___4. The wind’s whistling through the trees sounded like rain.    
 

___5. Talking softly calmed the frightened children.  
 

___6. The crowd loved Chuckles, the birthday party clown.   
 

___7. Napping under the boardwalk always relaxes me.     
 

___8. Luis’ loud laughing woke up everyone.  
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Noun Phrases 
 

 

___1.  Kicking the ball into the goal was finally accomplished by Josie and her friends. 

 

___2.  Writing always was her dream.  

 

___3.  The actress helped a young woman, the one we spoke about, get into show business. 

 
 

___1. To see the final ending, each individual must pay a separate fee.   
 

___2. Never put food waste into the recyclables garbage.   
 

___3. Jim had a rock solid answer for every question.    
 

___4. The demonstration of his power scared Ronald and Hermione.   
 

___5. The true facts are that the end result would not have changed. 
 

___6. No one expected such an emotional reaction. 

 
 

___1.  “As far as I’m concerned, that’s past history,” she said. 

 

___2.  The healing of his wounds required daily cleaning and changing the dressing. 

 

___3.  The little statuette was of a small size. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 539 

A 

 

B 

 

C  
 

 

 

  

 

Adjective Phrases 
 

 

1. Angry 

 

2. sweeter 

 

3. dirtiest 

 

4. dirtiest 

 

5. most surprising 

 

6. less comfortable 

 

7. least worthy 

 

8. more cautious 

 

9. wonderfully fresh 

 

10. hopeful 

 
 

___1.  Matthew gave Mitchell, his best friend and business partner, his share of the business. 

 

___2.  Hide and seek they played until midnight in the park. 

 

___3.  The worst proposal of the bunch was the horrible idea presented by the doctor.  

 
 

1. Defeated by his challenger, he lost the tournament.  

 

2. Poorly behaved, the child drove his teacher to insanity. 

 

3. Quickly caught, the bank robbers went to jail. 

 

4. Finally started at her bedtime, Mary’s homework was done by midnight. 

 
5. Handed over the trophy, Belinda held it for three years. 

 

6. Dropped and broken, the jar of salsa I had to replace. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 540 

D 

 

A 

 

C  

 

B 
 

 

 

  

 

B 

 

A 

 

D  

 

C 
 

 

 

  

 

Adjective Phrases 
 

 

___1. Having never really considered her a close friend, she won’t be invited to the party. 

 

___2.  Yolanda prefers fresh and tasty, sweet but not too sweet, strawberries. 

 

___3.  The excitable, playful, dog, wearing a furry collar, jumped up on the helpless old man. 

 

___4.  Melanie in evening gown, standing alone in the corner of the ballroom, abandoned by her 

date, looked like an old Roman statue, lifeless and cold. 
 

 
1. Their toys spread out all over the floor 

 
2. speaking slowly and clearly 

 
3. losing the championship 

 
4. her emotions completely unleashed 

 
5. Asking for help 
 

 

___1.  Disappointed in her job and worrying about the future, Nell was unhappy and depressed. 

 

___2.  Fired from your job, your car became your home. 

 

___3.  Slipping and sliding down the hill, Joseph turned skiing into a life or death sport. 
 

___4.  Your home built of stone and brick, many neighbors felt it resembled a castle. 
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Adverb Phrases 
 

 

Tom walked slowly, thinking carefully about the choice he and his parents had recently made. 

The bell rang, he quietly entered the Room 22 at his new school. 

 

Tom’s parents had made the difficult decision that switching to a new school would help Tom 

make new friends. At his old school, Tom had been bullied constantly by a group of boys in his 

class. Tom’s teachers and the principal had tried hard to stop the bullying, but even with their 

best efforts, they couldn’t completely protect Tom. Quite reluctantly, Tom and his parents 

eventually decided to switch schools in the middle of the year.  

 

Transferring into a new school in the middle of the year is challenging. It’s difficult to make new 

friends. The students at the new school already had created friendship groups, and unfortunately 

Tom was not welcomed at all. Tom’s new teachers encouraged some of their students to invite 

Tom to eat with them at lunch and they willingly did so. But, soon thereafter Tom was left alone. 

At least, Tom wasn’t bullied at his new school, but Tom was certainly lonely. 

 

Two weeks after Tom started his new school, another boy transferred into the school. Tom 

boldly gathered up his courage and told the new boy that he was new, too. That day, Tom and the 

new boy happily ate lunch together and played a quick game of basketball with some of the other 

kids. Tom and his new friend got to know some of the other students and had a great time at their 

new school. Although not easy, fitting into a new school can work out just fine. 

 

 

___1.  Her poor performance in the finals largely negated her achievements during the season. 

 

___2. Harry remembered a while later that he had left his phone.  

 

___3. Most convincingly, Seth won the MVP award for his volleyball team. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C 
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Adverb Phrases 
 

 

1. Soon after the movie, the couple decided to drive quickly to the restaurant. 

 

2. Trey made every effort to lose honorably. 

 

3. The naughty child attempted to ruin our game. 

 

4. The sports cars raced incredibly fast through the winding streets of Monte Carlo. 

 

5. To arrive here yesterday, I took the early train. 

 

6. No one could hear her, so she had to shout louder and louder. 

 

7. Down by the river she hiked. 

 
 

___1.  Behind the cabinet lived two white mice and their nest of babies. 

 

___2.  Children enjoy watching fun cartoons each day before breakfast.  

 

___3.  Luis insisted that she must help to without complaining wash the dishes.  

 
 

1. The pitcher could be the one “thrown high and inside to the batter.” 

 

2. The woman could be the one “filled with crushed ice.” 

 

3. Marvin could have been hoping “later that night.” 

 

4. The fans could have been the ones “beaten by the worst team in the league.” 

 

5. The chair could be the one to have arrived “at the finish line completely exhausted.” 

 

6. The ride could have been the one to be “forced to leave without saying “Good-bye.”  

 

7. The book could be the one “seeing the movie.” 

 
8. The party could have been the one “filled with layers of chocolate and strawberries.” 

 
 

___1.  Walking into the garage, the smell disgusted me.  

 

___2.  Children riding bikes with their friends later than usual do their homework. 

 

___3.  Lazily and slowly strutting into the room was the housecat. 

 

B 
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Verb Phrases: Helping, Linking, and the Progressive Tense 
 

 

1. Marci will always help if she is asked. 

 

2. Louis had mostly left the decisions to his sister. 

 

3. She did know the difference between right and wrong. 

 

4. Martha already thinks that we could finish on our own. 

 

5. I soon became the boss of the company. 

 
 

___1.  The motorcycle she had had had had its tires slashed. 

 

___2.  The bright student did frequently, but not every time, know the answer questions. 

 

___3.  Boxed into the ropes, the challenger boxed his way back into the center of the ring. 

 

___4.  The authors have scared children throughout their horror stories. 

 

___5.  Have they sometimes late at night complained about noises in their closets? 

 

___6.  The child completely misrepresented what the teacher said to her. 

 

___7. They stayed close and stayed in town to see each other often. 

 

1. Larry is enjoying the beautiful sunsets at the beach. 

 

2. They are expecting a lot of money for their used car.  

 

3. We are hoping that you could join us for dinner. 

 

4. Phoebe was listening to the teacher as she works. 

 

5. I was running down the street to the end of the block when I see my friend. 

 

6. Nina and Berta were giving money to help those in need during the holiday season. 

 

7. We will be running the mile in P.E. today. 

 

8. I will be thinking of you as you celebrate your birthday. 

 

9. Tanya and Darla will be watching the movie tonight. 
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Verb Phrases: Helping, Linking, and the Progressive Tense 
 

 

___1.  I am normally willing to listen to her arguments, but she is mostly ignoring my answers. 

 

___2.  The boys were racing their remote control cars later after lunch. 

 

___3.  His inconsistent responses were making it easier for the opposing debate team to win. 

 

___4.  When they arrived, the neighbors were helping them move their furniture. 

 

___5.  Challenging and thrilling, the video games were exciting each player. 

 

___6.  Was not your teacher the one on the playground? 

 

___7.  The rock climbing was luring the adventurer to test her limits. 

 

___8.  Were both teams competing in the track and field event or was only your team doing so? 
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Verb Phrases: Perfect and Perfect Progressive Verb Tenses 
 

 

1. The class has already started. 

 

2. This weekend’s game has canceled. 

 

3. They have shared their feelings about riding skateboards without helmets. 

 

4. Esmerelda had developed a fantastic web site. 

 

5. The ladies had reunited in the same place to continue their friendship once every year. 

 

6. The storm had threatened to strike since last night. 

 

7. We will have ridden our bikes along the coast. 

 

8. They will have seen three busses pass their house in ten more minutes. 

 

9. You will have told three stories in front of the class by the end of this year. 

 
 

___1.  The board has given a pessimistic response to their proposal. 

 

___2.  They have ended their business relationship once and for all. 

 

___3.  Printed, the document has passed through many hands and many have reviewed its pages. 

 

___4.  The police officers had arrested the accused burglar right now in the parking lot. 

 

___5.  Has not Jaime heard about the dance recital? 

 

___6.  Will Jimmy and Rodrigo have seen the final artwork before it is displayed? 
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Verb Phrases: Perfect and Perfect Progressive Verb Tenses 
 

 

1. We have been riding our bikes all day, but we haven’t yet arrived at our destination. 

 

2. George has been living in that apartment for only six months. 

 

3. Greta and I have been waiting for our ride for over an hour. 

 

4. Mitch had been climbing up that mountain the entire morning. 

 

5. I had been waiting for you six hours by then. 

 

6. Since receiving my paycheck, I had been spending every dollar I earned. 

 

7. That dog will have been barking all night long and most of the morning. 

 

8. By the time this problem will have been solved, I helped you for three hours. 

 

9. Nancy will have not been feeling well for her entire pregnancy. 

 
 

___1.  We have been waiting for you when you came to our house. 

 

___2.  Martha will have been contradicting everything I’ve been saying by the time we ZOOM at 

noon. 

 

___3.  Memorizing and practicing, the students had been saying the definitions out loud. 

 

___4.  The pouring rain had ended our game. 

 

___5.  Riding the chair lift up the mountain has been challenging because getting off the chair 

without falling is hard to do. 

 

___6.  Not only will John have been sleeping for ten hours, he will also not have been feeding the 

pets he was hired to pet sit. 

 

___7.  The broken pipes really won’t have actually to my mind been the worst problems of that 

weekend. 

 

___8.  It had been snowing after the thunderstorm finally stopped. 

 

___9.  The high schoolers have been studying all night and early this morning. 

 

___10.  The play will have been completed earlier than many had expected.  
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Infinitives as Nouns, Adjectives, and Adverbs 
 

 

1. He attempts to listen to all directions before beginning a task.  

 

2. Kyle helped to take out the trash. 

 

3. I want to participate if I can. 

 

4. To fit the last puzzle piece she had to trim the edges of the piece. 

 

5. To sing and to dance well takes years of practice. 

 

6. I know that to train for a long distance run it takes patience and commitment. 

 

7. Lance gave permission to use his photograph for the project. 
 

 

___1.  Lisa stated, “To have been completely, without exception, rejected by my peers crushed my 

willingness to suggest new ideas.” 

 

___2.  “To never accept help is just as bad as to not take advice,” my Aunt said. 

 

___3.  The counselor helped father see the wisdom of providing choices for his children. 

 
 

1. Yance wants to be watching the game this evening. 

 

2. To have been completed, the bridge construction would have to have been started years ago. 

 

3. Admittedly, to have been singing in the contest would have pleased them. 

 

4. To be expecting change immediately may be expecting too much from the child. 

 

5. Carol needs to have been admired by more than one fan on her tour. 

 

6. I know that to train for a long distance run it takes patience and commitment. 

 

7. If I must join the organization, to be working for the poor would be my first choice of an 
assignment. 

 
 

___1.  To be watching football games all day would be a dubious pastime for the professor. 

 

___2.  To have finally understood from your own experience how to be willing in all 

circumstances to honor your parents is, from my point of view, a major accomplishment. 

 

___3.  To not have tried could never have been considered an option to be chosen. 
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Noun Clauses 
 

 
1. How I did that was simply a miracle. 
 

2. What the parents wanted to do was unclear to me. 
 

3. Where everyone went was unknown to me. 
 

4. Whichever way they turn will be the best direction. 
 

5. Whomever you choose will always be supported by the class. 
 

6. The fact that David was the tallest was not the main reason he was chosen. 
 
 

___1.  Our knowledge that an object in motion will continue until met with an equal or greater 
force was tested in our experiment. 

 

___2.  How the tree loses its leaves in the fall is exactly what deciduous plants do. 
 

___3.  Where the bottle with the message would land after years of floating in the Pacific Ocean 
was anyone’s guess. 

 

___4.  How the child hit the bullseye once was more remarkable than how the child missed the 
bullseye forty times. 

 

 

1. “I want you to know what all the noise is about.”  
 

2. I’m sure she will order whatever you recommend.  
 

3. I hope we are going to wherever the chef has suggested for dinner.  
 

4. Her only weakness was that she hesitated when given the signal to begin. 
 

5. We asked whose pencil is was and if we could borrow it.  
 

6. We will soon understand who may be ready to help. 
 

7. I already said I would take it home. 
 

8. With whatever paint you choose, we can decorate the room.  

 
 

___1.  Whoever likes my drawings and how I drew them at the Fine Institute for Young Artists is 

the kind of friend I want.  
 

___2.  Whenever she bakes in the morning, the smell from the oven tempts whomever is near the 

kitchen.  
 

___3.  The woman I know sold me the purse I take when I go out shopping. 
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Adjective Clauses 
 

 

1. I knew it would be the one that I had identified. 

 

2. The man, whose watch is gold, asked me for help. 

3. Mr. Langston, who lives across the street, says he is a Martian. 

4. I just finished the second test, which is much harder than the first test. 

 

5. The metal shed, heated by the rays of the summer sun, made the tools inside too hot to use. 

 
6. The tree house, designed by a structural engineer, survived the tornado.  
 
 

___1.  The woman the boss fired already has a new job.  

 

___2.  Mom taught me which saw to use to cut the straps that had to be removed and how to use it.  

 

___3.  Parents whose only focus in life is their children often learn after the children leave the nest 

that unlike other couples they should have spent more time focusing on each other. 

 

___4.  The ring that I know was the one which has the inscription inside whose author was Ken. 

 

___5.  The boy, whom you don’t know, was never the student his parents had hoped he would be.  

 

___6.  The bed, upon which sits my cat, differs from the one that you showed me. 

 
 

___7.  The gifts which we opened were from a woman whom we hardly know.  

 

___8.  Our math teacher, who claimed that proofs can never be unproven, was wrong. 

 

___9.  The first responder who arrived on the scene earlier than the others ran around to the back 

of the house to investigate. 

 

___10.  People that avoid getting mad and those who live nearby are the ones with whom I 

associate. 

 

___11.  The teacher who helped the child in class and tutored her in math went on maternity 

leave. 

 

___12.  The cookies that Dad makes and whose recipe I use get rave reviews.  
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Adverb Clauses 
 

 

___1. It took nine hours to drive there although they did stop for lunch. 

 

___2. “It’s not right, if you want to know what I think, and you care about justice,” she said. 

 

___3. Hans said, “Before we go to my mother’s house, we need to talk.” 

 

___4. While he didn’t approve, Mel did not state his objections. 

 

___5. I didn’t feel horribly bad about John losing his money since I had warned him in advance. 

 

___6. Please don’t start the car until I’m ready to leave. 

 

___7. When Linda lets us help her, we will gladly assist. 

 

___8. Zoey gave us all a gift, because she is always thoughtful, and we brought her flowers. 

 

___9. Can you wait to discuss this matter after we leave? 

 

___10. As the world turns, so time passes. 

 
 

___1.  Michelle acted selfishly among her friends even though she once shared her lunch with me. 

 

___2.  Because they did not leave that evening, they stayed for dinner. 

 

___3.  You won’t get any dessert unless you sincerely apologize to your sister. 

 

___4.  Whenever you are seated in a plane, there may be turbulence, so keep seatbelts fastened. 

 

___5.  Far away from the hospital drove the ambulance and its two paramedics. 

 

___6.  What the President of the United States, when the nation is in crisis and if television time 

is available, says is listened to by other world leaders. 

 

___7.  She wailed and moaned, crying uncontrollably, although she never knew who the injured 

football player was. 

 

Note that the subordinate conjunctions in the text messages will vary. Discuss the options  

with your students. 
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Adverb Clauses 
 

 

___1.  They all placed fresh-cut flowers on her grave, when she died. 

 

___2.  Had you been more careful while you conducted the experiment, your conclusions might 

be better supported.  

 

___3.  If inside during an earthquake, stand in interior doorways until it is over. 

 

___4.  When dangerous surf conditions exist, you shouldn’t swim in the ocean. 

 

___5.  Whether she finishes her dinner or she works on her homework, Sharon can’t decide. 

 

___6.  She bought it on sale. It was not what she wanted. 

 

___7.  The children did not sleep much because they had a sleepover. 
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Syntactic Sentences: Nouns and Subjects 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of proper noun and common noun subjects in unusual ways or unexpected 

places may make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the 

sentence may be confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is 

provided to record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The noun may have multiple meanings. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The dog runs in the dog run. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: It may be difficult to divide the sentence into its 

subject and action. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Old, the man walks the race. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentences May Be Confusing: The action may appear before its subject. 

Confusing Sentence Examples: How fast runs the mule! Is Samuel the winner? In trees live the 

squirrels.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Too many words may appear between the 

subject and its action. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad 

Day story always makes me laugh. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Verbs and Simple Predicates 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of simple predicates (main verbs) in unusual ways or unexpected places may 

make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be 

confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to 

record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The simple predicate verb may have multiple 

meanings. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The car engine ran smoothly. 
 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The simple predicate may appear before its 

subject. 

Confusing Sentence Example: There will race the marathon runners. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The simple predicate may include two or more 

verbs with different verb tenses, making it confusing to understand the time and order of actions. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Jim said (says or will say) and Erin wants (wanted or will want) 

more sugar. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The simple predicate may have too many words 

between the helping verb and the main verb. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Lori had almost always, except yesterday, arrived early. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adjectives  
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adjectives in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence hard to 

understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along with 

confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional confusing 

example sentences. 
 

Reason Why the Sentences May Be Confusing: The this, that, these, or those adjectives may 
be used together in the sentence subject, creating confusion about location. 
Confusing Sentence Examples: This apple and those oranges fell off the trees. That huge apple 
and these oranges look delicious. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Too many adjectives may modify the sentence 
subjects.  
Confusing Sentence Example: That huge, shiny metal sheet nearly blinded me.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adjectives may modify two or more nouns in 
the sentence subject. 
Confusing Sentence Example: A salty breeze it was, the ocean brought onshore.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adjectives followed by a linking verb may be 
placed before the subject in a sentence. 
Confusing Sentence Example: An anxious, little puppy and most all cranky, older dogs can 
become friends.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Pronouns  
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of pronouns in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence hard to 

understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along with 

confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional confusing 

example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When this, that, these, or those pronouns are 

used on their own, it is unclear which nouns they are meant to replace. Revise by adding nouns 

following this, that, these, or those. 

Confusing Sentence Example: That is beautiful. That painting is beautiful. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When more than one noun comes before a 

pronoun in a sentence, it is difficult to identify which of the nouns the pronoun replaces. Revise 

by repeating the noun.  

Confusing Sentence Example: Dishes were on the tables, but we didn’t need them.  

Dishes were on the tables, but we didn’t need the dishes.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The pronoun seems to replace a word or words 

which is not a noun. Revise by adding a noun and other words if necessary.  

Confusing Sentence Example: Ms. Abreu was extremely rich. She didn’t share it. 

Ms. Abreu had lots of money. She didn’t share it. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Pronouns  
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of pronouns in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence hard to 

understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along with 

confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional confusing 

example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The pronoun serves as the subject and its 

simple predicate is separated by too many words. Revise by keeping the pronoun subject close to 

its simple predicate. 

Confusing Sentence Example: He, except when with Brenda and Tilly, works alone. 

He works alone, except when with Brenda and Tilly. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The pronoun that receives the action or is the 

object of the main verb is too far away from the noun it replaces. Revise by keeping the pronoun 

closer to the noun it replaces or repeat the noun. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Those students make us get into trouble with their friends. You 

should punish them. 

You should punish those students who make us get into trouble with their friends. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adverbs 
 

 

Explain It!  

 
An author’s use of adverbs in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence hard to 

understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along with 

confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional confusing 

example sentences. 
 
Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: More than one adverb is placed between the 
subject and simple predicate.  
Confusing Sentence Example: Her parents always and continually reject Amanda’s 
suggestions. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Too many adverbs are used in the sentence. 
Confusing Sentence Example: They acted more carefully, sooner than later this time. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: An adverb may be a difficult vocabulary word 
or have multiple meanings. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Guys rarely like their steaks burned to a crisp. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: An adverb may signal an opposite meaning, 
such as not or however. 
Confusing Sentence Example: The comedian tries, but he really is not that funny. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adverbs 
 

 

Explain It!  

 
An author’s use of adverbs in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence hard to 

understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along with 

confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional confusing 

example sentences. 
 
Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The adverb does not precisely (exactly) modify 
the verb, adjective, or adverb.  
Confusing Sentence Example: Darla pretty much decided against going to the party. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adverbs may modify differently in different 
parts of the sentence.  
Confusing Sentence Example: At first, they walked cautiously, but they carelessly jogged 
afterwards. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: One adverb may comment on another adverb. 
Confusing Sentence Example: We will work quickly, though carefully, to finish ahead of 
schedule.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The adverb appears at an unexpected place in 
the sentence. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Bert suspiciously walked quickly down the street. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Conjunctions 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of conjunctions in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence hard 

to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along with 

confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional confusing 

example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Two independent clauses are joined by a 

comma without a conjunction. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Marlene was thirsty, she poured a glass of milk. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Two independent clauses are joined without a 

conjunction or semicolon, creating a run-on sentence. 

Confusing Sentence Example: They rode their bikes to town then they came back finally they 

had a snack. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: A negative word appears in one of the 

independent clauses.  

Confusing Sentence Example: Not only does the donut shop open at 6:00 a.m., it also stays 

open until noon. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: A vague pronoun reference appears in one of 

the independent clauses. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Sam and Janet left early for their house, so they could get there 

by noon. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Conjunctions 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of conjunctions in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence hard 

to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along with 

confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional confusing 

example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The sentence includes too many grammatical 

structures.  

Confusing Sentence Example: Bill went by train, but then he had taken the bus from the station 

to my home. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The two independent clauses are not of equal 

value—one is of lesser importance.  

Confusing Sentence Example: Marni made a great salad, yet she was still hungry. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The two independent clauses are not parallel, 

related ideas. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Nancy loves amusement park rides, but gold David found gold 

in the river. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Prepositions 
 

 

Explain It!  
 

An author’s use of prepositions in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence hard 

to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along with 

confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional confusing 

example sentences. 
 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Too many prepositional phrases (usually more 

than two) are connected together. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Under the fence, around the bushes, with the hedgehog, the 

rabbit ran. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Too many words are used between the 

preposition and its object. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The ancient Polynesians sailed from the far away eastern 

[hemisphere] to the beautiful and uninhabited [Hawaiian Islands]. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The object of a prepositional phrase appears to 

match the predicate. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Without the teacher taught the students to behave in the cafeteria 

did the principal each day. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The prepositional phrase may be an unfamiliar 

idiomatic expression. An idiomatic expression is a word or words used by people in their 

language to mean something different than the word or words themselves. 

Confusing Sentence Example: They walked through the door. “That prank was beneath you,” 

his mom said. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Complements  
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of complements in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Sometimes, complements needlessly re-state 

the subject and confuse the reader.  

Confusing Sentence Example: The girl in the corner, the one with the red hair, was talking 

loudly. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Long complements often make readers lose the 

connection to subjects. 

Confusing Sentence Example: She seems prepared more than most would generally be in this 

situation. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Words placed in between the verb and its direct 

object can sidetrack the reader. Keep the verb and its direct object together, and don’t put any 

words in between if possible. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Please finish, or at least try your best to do so, the application by 

tomorrow. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The direct object form is confusing for the 

reader when it does not end a simple sentence. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The package I returned to the address provided by the company.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Complements  
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of complements in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The indirect object form is confusing for the 

reader when it is not placed between the verb and direct object. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The rescue puppy I gave a comfortable home. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Complements  
 

 

Explain It!  
 

An author’s use of complements in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 
 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Complements including multiple parts of 

speech often make readers lose the connection to subjects. 

Confusing Sentence Example: As a fisherman, he is absolutely fine with getting up before 

dawn for the best fishing. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Complements placed at the beginning of 

sentences are often mistaken for sentence subjects. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The fresh-baked brownies we hid in the cupboard. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Sentences with more than one “self” or 

“selves” (myself, ourselves, yourself, yourselves, himself, herself, itself, and themselves) pronoun 

can be confusing. 

Confusing Sentence Example: You yourself can entertain yourself, but she herself cannot. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Compound complements often make readers 

lose the connection to subjects. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Maria was the aunt of Margie, her first cousin, and her greatest 

supporter. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Complements  
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of complements in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Sentences with compound direct or indirect 

objects frequently drop part of the object phrases or use pronouns to refer to the first of the stated 

objects. Readers often struggle reading these sentences. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The parents wrote the principal a letter and delivered it 

themselves. The principal texted back her reply.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Types of Sentences and Moods  
 

 

Explain It!  
 

An author’s use of different types of sentences and moods in unusual or unexpected ways may 

make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be 

confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to 

record additional confusing example sentences. 
 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Some imperatives are difficult to understand 

because they use words inconsistent with the imperative mood. 

Confusing Sentence Example: It would be great if you could just wait a minute until I finish. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Some interrogatives are difficult to understand 

because they don’t directly state a question and don’t end in a question mark. 

Confusing Sentence Example: A question that needs to be asked is why you would think that 

you deserve a share of the prize money. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The could, would, may, and might helping 

verbs may not express the conditional mood. 

Confusing Sentence Examples: You may as well not attend. Should the date change, I’ll let you 

know. It couldn’t have come at a better time. Might we finish this project tomorrow? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentences May Be Confusing: Declaratives which include unnecessary 

phrases can confuse the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Examples: Regarding the situation, we will have to see. The fact of the 

matter is she doesn’t want to come to your party. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Types of Sentences and Moods  
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of different types of sentences and moods in unusual or unexpected ways may 

make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be 

confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to 

record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Some interrogatives may be misunderstood as 

declaratives when a short question follows a comma at the end of a sentence. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The facts of the case support the conclusion, don’t they? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Types of Sentences and Moods  
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of the passive voice in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When additional nouns or pronouns follow the 

main verb, determining which nouns or pronouns are the subject and which are the objects can 

be confusing. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The students were given a prize and additional recess time by 

the teacher for their hard work. 
 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When the ending by or for and the subject are 

implied (suggested), it may be difficult to determine the subject. Frequently, the reader will need 

to determine the subject by re-reading the preceding sentence. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The cookies were eaten. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: In compound sentences, the reader may not 

make the connection between a stated action of the first clause and an implied (suggested) action 

of the second clause. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The broken pipe was fixed by the plumber, but the light switch 

by the electrician. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Types of Sentences and Moods  
 

 
An author’s use of the passive voice in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Explain It!  
 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Passive sentences, in which the direct object 

and subject could be switched and still remain grammatically correct, can confuse readers if the 

common understanding of the direct object-subject relationship is different than expected. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The dog was chased by the cat all around the house. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Noun Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of noun phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Too many noun phrases next to each other in 

the sentence create confusion for the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The happy children, visiting author, and her exciting stories 

pleased the teacher. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When a noun phrase follows the main verb, it 

can be difficult to determine whether it is a direct or indirect object. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The teacher read her gothic stories. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Long noun phrases make connecting the first to 

the last words or ideas more difficult. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The chief librarian assigned the duties of maintaining the rare 

book collections was on maternity leave. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Noun Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of noun phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When using nouns formed by the base form of 

the verb + “__ing” as the subject or object, the meaning may change if used as a word or a 

phrase. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Exercising quickly becomes a habit. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: A subject noun phrase can be interrupted within 

the phrase by other words, and this interruption delays the completion of the link between the 

subject and verb. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Gardeners and, on huge estates, landscape architects plan every  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When nouns formed by the base form of the 

verb + “__ing” appear in passive voice (the subject receives the action of the verb) sentences, the 

sentence can be quite confusing. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Full attention was given to following the teacher’s directions by 

the students. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Noun Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of noun phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: A paired repetition in a noun phrase may 

confuse the reader if one of the words is unknown or if the relationship between the words is not 

understood. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The terrible tragedy inspired change as an end result. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When the relationships between an example 

and its category (e.g. blue color) or a subset and its set (e.g. slice of pie) are not clear, the noun 

phrase can be confusing. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The 1960s was an exciting period of time for the production of 

small size vehicles like the Volkswagen Bug automobile. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: A verb or an adjective may act like a noun and 

confuse the reader about its function.  

Confusing Sentence Example: Their investigation of the crime and carelessness about the case 

during the fall made us think that no arrests would ever be made. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adjective Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adjective phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Compound adjective phrases which modify 

direct objects can be confusing. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Luis rates Calvin the better student and the best representative 

for student council. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Complements at the beginning of sentences are 

often mistaken for sentence subjects. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The fresh-baked brownies we hid in the cupboard. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adjective phrases which are redundant can 

make sentences challenging to read. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Paul is definitely the best candidate for the actual position. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adjective Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  
 

An author’s use of adjective phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 
Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: An adjective phrase can confuse the reader with 
unnecessary descriptions, especially if the descriptions seem contradictory. 
Confusing Sentence Example: An accomplished artist, Jim tried many art forms, but was 
unsuccessful at any. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Long adjective phrases may strain the memory 
of the reader about the sentence kernel. 
Confusing Sentence Example: The man was handsome, obviously wealthy, with a happy-go-
lucky attitude about life. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Lists of adjective phrases of equal importance 
may be confused with noun phrases which rename or identify subjects or objects. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Among the celebrities were Tom Cruz, the American actor, a 
reality television star, Instagram influencer, the singer, Taylor Swift, and Michele Obama. 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When additional words are added between 
“having” + the base form of a verb + an “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” ending in adjective 
phrases, the sentence can be confusing.  
Confusing Sentence Example: He decided to approve, having more than once or twice rejected 
her proposal. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adjective Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adjective phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adjective phrases which are detached from the 

nouns or pronouns that they modify can be thought to modify unintended nouns and pronouns. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Being eight years old, my grandmother let me walk to the 

neighborhood store. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adjective phrases with mixed “_ed” and “_ing” 

endings can confuse the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Finished early with time remaining, the student stared at her 

completed test. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adjective phrases with possessive pronoun 

beginnings can confuse the reader about which noun or pronoun is being modified. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Their theories proven by our experiments, we celebrated with 

them in the lab. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adjective phrases with mixed “_ing” endings 

can be confused with “_ing” nouns. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Snoring louder than a hurricane, he gave inventive-thinking 

Masha an exciting idea for a new sleep device. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adverb Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adverb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adverb phrases, using negatives to modify 

verbs, can be challenging for many readers, especially if negatives are unfamiliar to the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: John promised never to listen to her advice, and he seldom 

broke that promise. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adverb phrases which interrupt sentences may 

confuse the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The insulation, when measured exactly, makes 100 degree days 

bearable. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Students often confuse adjectives with adverbs 

when the words are comparisons, including most or least or words ending in “_est.” 

Confusing Sentence Example: Of the three debaters, Tom argued most angrily. 

Explanation: The comparison most angrily is an adverb (not an adjective) because it modifies 

the verb argued. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adverb Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adverb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adverb phrases introduced by prepositions can 

be confusing because readers may think that the object of the phrase is the subject of the 

sentence. 

Confusing Sentence Example: In the morning he was coughing and called the advice nurse 

after breakfast. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Readers often think adverb phrases are 

modifying adjectives or adjective phrases with “__ing” when they are not. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Men playing video games more often than not like to snack 

while they play. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adverbs inserted between the to + the base 

form of a verb may confuse the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: I planned to always without fail chew each bite 20 times before 

swallowing. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adverb Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adverb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adverb phrases which are detached from the 

verbs, adjectives, or adverbs that they modify can be thought to describe unintended words. 

Remember that adverbs are frequently formed with prepositional phrases. 

Confusing Sentence Example: I shot an elephant in my pajamas. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: A word or phrase placed between two words 

can be misunderstood to modify (identify, define, add to, limit, or describe) either word. 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Confusing Sentence Example: I said tonight 

after seven you had better call me. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adverb phrases, used in the passive voice, can 

be confusing. 

Confusing Sentence Example: In this way were created the students’ best pottery. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Helping Verb Phrases and Linking Verbs 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of helping verb phrases or linking verbs in unusual ways or unexpected places 

may make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence 

may be confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided 

to record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Placing too many words and phrases between 

the helping verbs (has, had, have) and the base form of the verb + an “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or 

“__en” ending can be confusing for readers. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Bob and Rae had by the time the teacher passed out the test 

study guide finished their study. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Placing too many words and phrases between 

the helping verbs (do, does, did, could, should, would, can, shall, will, may, might, must) and their 

connected base forms of verbs ending can be confusing for readers. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Marci does not for a minute recognize how she could even 

unintentionally insult others. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Repeated words cause confusion for readers. 

When spoken with proper inflections and pauses, they are much easier to understand.  

Confusing Sentence Example: Yolanda had had enough of his arguments.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Linking and action verbs can be confused. 

Confusing Sentence Examples: The tiger smells just fine thinks the zookeeper. I am growing 

impatient with my vegetables growing too small. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Helping Verb Phrases and Verb Endings 
 

 

Explain It!  
 
 

An author’s use of helping verb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a 

sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be 

confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to 

record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Unfamiliar negative words can make helping 

verb phrases difficult to understand for readers. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The child had misbehaved on a regular basis, and her parents 

negatively reinforced her disorderly conduct. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” 

“__t,” or “__en” endings can serve as adjectives or verbs. When more than one appears in a 

sentence, the reader can be confused as to whether the words are adjectives or verbs. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Feeling defeated, the defeated team had unexpectedly defeated 

their rivals. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” 

“__t,” or “__en” endings can serve as adjectives or verbs. The placement of the word in the 

sentence may confuse the reader as to whether the words an adjective or a verb. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The doctor had frightened patients in her office.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Helping and Progressive Verb Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  
 
 

An author’s use of helping or progressive verb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places 

may make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence 

may be confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided 

to record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Progressive verb phrases can confuse the reader. Find examples of these syntactically 

challenging sentences in class and independent reading texts. Write the sentences that you find, 

and explain why the syntax makes each sentence confusing. 

 
Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The base form of the verb + “__ing” can serve 
as an adjective or verb that shows an ongoing action in the past, present, or future. Commas are 
used to set off the adjectives, but not the verbs. Readers need to pay attention to the punctuation to 
avoid confusion. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Walking with a friend, the boy was talking about how they will 

be sailing later that afternoon. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The base form of the verb + “__ing” can serve 
as noun or noun phrase. Readers may confuse this noun construction with the progressive tenses. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Driving a car was becoming an exciting, thrilling, and fulfilling 
experience for the developing teenage driver. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Placing too many words and phrases between 

the helping verbs (am, is, are, was, were, will be) and their connected base forms of verbs + 

“__ing” can be confusing for readers. 
Confusing Sentence Example: I am almost always, except on even-numbered days, willing to 
help. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Helping and Progressive Verb Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  
 
 

An author’s use of helping or progressive verb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places 

may make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence 

may be confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided 

to record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Unfamiliar negative words used with the 

progressive tense can be difficult for readers. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The celebrities were infrequently appearing on the talk shows, 

but the talk show hosts scarcely ever were inviting them. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When beginning questions, the helping verb is 

placed first; the subject noun or pronoun comes next; and the base form of the verb + “__ing” 

before the rest of the sentence. Unless the or conjunction compounds two or more choices, the 

answer to the question will be “Yes” or “No.” 

Confusing Sentence Example: Are your friends guessing the answers or do they have they 

Googled them? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Because beginning questions which the helping 

verb + “not” are usually contracted, readers may become confused when they are not. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Is it not raining cats and dogs outside, and were you not thinking 

about all those poodles? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Progressive Verb Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  
 
 

An author’s use of progressive verb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a 

sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be 

confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to 

record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When adverbs indicating time do not match the 

present, past, or future progressive tense, the reader may be confused. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Carolyn was wishing now for a second chance, but she will be 

getting another opportunity then. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The progressive verb tenses show actions over 

a period of time, not actions which are, were, or will be completed just once at one specific time. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The boys were helping them move exactly at five o’clock 

yesterday. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 584 

Syntactic Sentences: Perfect Verb Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of perfect verb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a 

sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be 

confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to 

record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The base form of the verb + “__ed,” “__d,” 

“__t,” or “__en” endings can serve as adjectives. When these adjectives are used with perfect 

tense verbs, the reader may be confused. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Captured and tortured, the escaped soldier had wandered the 

tangled jungle by night and will have walked 40 miles when he finally arrives back at his post. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Placing too many words and phrases between 

the helping verbs (has, have, had, will have) and their connected base forms of verbs + “__ed,” 

“__d,” “__t,” or “__en” endings can be confusing for readers. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Have you once again burnt your English muffin? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Using negatives between the helping verbs and 
base forms of verbs + “__ed,” “__d,” “__t,” or “__en” endings can be confusing, especially 
when the helping verb + not are not reduced to contractions. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Have not they learned their lessons yet? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Perfect Verb Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  
 
 

An author’s use of perfect verb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a 

sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be 

confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to 

record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Unfamiliar negative words used with the 

progressive tense can be difficult for readers. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Unfortunately, the high speed rail won’t be completed in time 

for the Olympics. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When adverbs indicating time do not match the 

present, past, or future progressive tense, the reader may be confused. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Mary has broken her foot last week, and now she is out there 

playing soccer. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The perfect verb tenses show actions that began 

at some time in the past and have continued until some action or point in time. 

Confusing Sentence Example: “We will have fixed the plumbing,” she said two weeks ago, 

“before they have completed the framing of the house.” 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Perfect Progressive Verb Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of perfect progressive verb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may 

make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be 

confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to 

record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The present perfect progressive shows the 

length of time an action has been in progress up to the present time.  

Confusing Sentence Example: I have been anticipating your arrival for days until I stopped 

doing so. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The past perfect progressive shows an action 

that has already been completed. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Thomas had been receiving complaints every day.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The past perfect progressive shows an action 

that happened before another action or a specific time in the past. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Dr. Noah had been teaching that class each year until now. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Perfect Progressive Verb Phrases 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of perfect progressive verb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places may 

make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be 

confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to 

record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The future perfect progressive describes an 

action that will have happened, but won’t be completed until a specific time in the future.  

Confusing Sentence Example: Cherish and I will have been dating for four months until 

sometime soon. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The present perfect progressive shows an 

action that is happening at this moment in time.  

Confusing Sentence Example: I jumped in the water at 8:00 a.m. and have been swimming all 

that morning. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The base form of the verb + “__ing” can serve 
as an adjective or verb that shows an ongoing action in the past, present, or future. Commas are 
used to set off the adjectives, but not the verbs. Readers need to pay attention to the punctuation to 
avoid confusion. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The guitarist, strumming lazily, will have been playing for two 

hours when the ceremony begins. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Perfect and Perfect Progressive  

Verb Phrases  
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of perfect and perfect progressive verb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected 

places may make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the 

sentence may be confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is 

provided to record additional confusing example sentences. 

 
Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The base form of the verb + “__ing” can serve 
as noun or noun phrase. Readers may confuse this noun construction with the progressive tenses. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Running the mile was challenging, but the runners have been 
running more slowly than at the start. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Placing too many words and phrases between 

the helping verbs (had been, has been, have been, will have been, won’t have been) and their 

connected base forms of verbs + “__ing” can be confusing for readers. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Charles had been the last one on earth joking about his appearance. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Using negatives between the helping verbs and 
base forms of verbs + “__ing” can be confusing, especially when the helping verb + not are not 
reduced to contractions. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Jamie has not been trying her best until recently. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Unfamiliar negative words used with the 

progressive tense can be difficult for readers. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Liam had hardly ever been practicing his lines until right now 

that the play has begun. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Infinitives as Nouns, Adjectives,  

and Adverbs 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of infinitives and infinitive verb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places 

may make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence 

may be confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided 

to record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Using negatives between the “to” and the base 

form of the verb can be confusing for the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: John promised to never listen to her advice. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Inserting words or phrases between the “to” 
and the rest of the infinitive phrase can confuse the reader. 
Confusing Sentence Example: She advised me to quickly gather my belongings and to as fast 
as humanly possible get out of town. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Some infinitives drop the “to” and include only 
the base form of the verb. 
Confusing Sentence Example: John helped his mother finish the project. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Infinitives as Nouns, Adjectives,  

and Adverbs 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of infinitives and infinitive verb phrases in unusual ways or unexpected places 

may make a sentence hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence 

may be confusing, along with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided 

to record additional confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Using negatives between the “to” and the rest 

of the infinitive phrase can be confusing for the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: To not have been chosen by the second round of the draft would 

have disappointed the star basketball player. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Unfamiliar negative words used with the 

infinitive phrase can be difficult for readers. 

Confusing Sentence Example: To be on rare occasions watching television as a whole family 

would be a sight to see. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Infinitives connected to prepositional phrases 

may confuse the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: We all went to town to watch the parade and to cheer on the 

team. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Noun Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of noun clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence hard 

to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along with 

confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional confusing 

example sentences. 
 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: A subject noun clause can be interrupted by 
another grammatical construction, and this interruption delays the completion of the link 
between the subject and verb for the reader. 
Confusing Sentence Example: What the principal meant at the time to say was safety remains a 
top priority. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: A noun clause subject which states a fact may 
require complex thinking and make readers lose their train of thought before reading the main 
verb and complement.  
Confusing Sentence Example: The fact that grammar is the complicated study of how a 
language works does not make it boring. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Contrasting noun clauses within the same 
sentences can be confusing, especially when many of the words are repeated. Often a single 
word, such as not is overlooked. 
Confusing Sentence Example: What the child did know is more important than what the child 
did not know. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Noun Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of noun clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence hard 

to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along with 

confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional confusing 

example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When a synonym in one noun clause refers to a 
noun in a previous clause, the reader may think that two different meanings are meant. The 
reader may lack vocabulary knowledge or background knowledge to understand the noun 
relationships. 
Confusing Sentence Example: George Patton was the best tank commander of World War II; 
however, the general did not always follow orders. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 593 

Syntactic Sentences: Noun Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of noun clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence hard 

to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along with 

confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional confusing 

example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Using too many noun clauses in a sentence can 

be challenging to read. 

Confusing Sentence Example: What I meant to say was “I give whatever I want to whomever I 

choose to be used wherever they feel it is needed.” 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Avoid using noun clauses as preposition 

strings. More than one noun clause used as the object of a preposition can confuse the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: These tickets are good for whichever day you are free and with 

whomever you want to attend. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The pronouns who, whom, whose, which, and 

that may be implied (suggested) at the beginning of noun clause complements, but failing to state 

them may create confusion for the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The politician promised she would serve her full term with 

whomever we also elected. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adjective Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adjective clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Readers often struggle when multiple adjective 

clauses are used in the same sentence. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The mail carrier who delivered the package yesterday drives a 

truck, which she uses to deliver packages. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The pronouns who, whom, whose, which, and 

that may be implied (suggested) at the beginning of adjective clauses.  

Confusing Sentence Example: The boy the ball hit began crying. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adjective clauses which are interrupted by 
additions, definitions, limitations, descriptions, or explanations take the reader’s focus away 
from the beginning pronoun and its relationship to the verb in the clause. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The senator, whose views, like so many of his fellow law-

makers, change according to popular opinion, is running for election again. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adjective Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adjective clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: A pronoun reference which is far away from its 

antecedent because of multiple adjective clauses in a sentence can create confusion. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The shop teacher showed his students which wrench to use for 

the spark plugs that needed to be replaced and how to use it. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When a preposition is added before the 
pronoun that begins an adjective clause, the reader can become distracted. 
Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Confusing Sentence Example: Petroleum 

products, from which plastics are made, are increasingly expensive. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Negative adjective clauses (“there are hardly”) 
which are connected to negative independent clauses (“won’t agree”) are especially challenging 
for readers. Note that some negatives, such as “hardly,” are not always recognized as negatives. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Compared to what people thought before, there are hardly any 

that won’t agree about the dangers of severe concussions. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adjective Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adjective clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The pronouns, whom and whose, are rarely 

used in everyday speech and readers may be confused by their usage. 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Confusing Sentence Example: The man 

whom we know and his friend whose letter we received just arrived. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Using other grammatical structures after 

adjective clauses may confuse readers.  

Confusing Sentence Example: The breeder sent the puppy that the children played with to their 

home. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When the pronouns referring to people (who, 
whom, that) change within a sentence, the reader can be confused about the subject that the 
adjective clause modifies. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The woman that stays at home to raise her children is the one 

whom I know. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adjective Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adjective clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: More than one adjective clause interrupting the 

sentence subject and its verb creates attention problems for the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The tool that is used most often by those who best understand its 

function is the chain saw. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When the pronoun beginning a second 
adjective clause in the same sentence is implied (suggested) the reader may be confused.  
Confusing Sentence Example: Her parents who always supported her Olympic dreams and set 

aside money in a savings account for future training enjoyed watching their daughter perform. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Adjective clauses which have double negatives 

within the same adjective clause are especially difficult to understand. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Most people, who don’t think that it’s never going to happen, 
are still unprepared for climate change. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adverb Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adverb clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Many times readers get confused about the 

meaning of a complex sentence, because the adverb clause may seem to contradict the thought of 

the independent clause. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Despite the fact that she could be mean (the adverb clause), she 

was more than often quite nice (the independent clause). 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Readers often think that “unless” means if; 

however, unless actually has a negative meaning, not a conditional meaning. 

Confusing Sentence Example: I won’t approve the design unless you make the background 

green. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Readers frequently don’t understand that 

although is a subordinating conjunction which signals a contrast. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Although our teacher was always kind, she was also always 

friendly. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adverb Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adverb clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Reversible sentences which include reasons are 

more difficult to understand when the subordinate conjunction, “because,” begins a negative 

adverb clause.  

Confusing Sentence Example: Andrew didn’t help the homeless in his city because he was 

kind-hearted. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: More than one adverb clause interrupting the 

sentence subject and its verb creates attention problems for the reader. 

Confusing Sentence Example: The Department of Labor, when the number of available jobs 

decreases in areas where there is already high unemployment, understands that people suffer. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Imperative (command) independent clauses 

which don’t specifically connect to the meaning of the adverb clause are difficult to understand. 

Confusing Sentence Example: Jump out of a plane; climb a mountain; and tour the world while 

you still can. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: In adverb clauses, adverbs should modify the 

nearest verb, adverb, or adjective. Adverbs or adverb phrases which dangle on their own confuse 

readers. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Upon entering the surgeon's office, a skeleton caught my attention. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adverb Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adverb clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 

 
Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Although adverb clauses are less important to 
the meaning of sentences than independent clauses, clauses placed at the beginning of sentences 
may emphasize some words.  
Confusing Sentence Example: Ice cream you certainly won’t get if you don’t do as I say.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Readers understand complex sentences with 
clear subordinating conjunctions that show the relationships between ideas much better that short 
simple sentences which imply (suggest) their relationships.  
Confusing Sentence Example: We could not sit down. The benches had wet paint. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Reversible sentences with cause-effect 
relationships are more difficult to understand when the subordinate conjunction, “because,” 
begins the last clause in the sentence. 
Confusing Sentence Example: She could hear music and laughing at the neighbor’s because 
she went outside. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adverb Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adverb clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 
 
Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Many subordinate conjunctions signal contrast, 
such as unless, despite, in spite of, even though, although, whether. If the contrast is not clear, the 
sentence can be confusing. 
Confusing Sentence Example: In spite of the girl’s strange reaction, the boys continued to tease 
her. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: When the helping verb, “had,” is placed before 
the subject, the adverb clause becomes a conditional statement or a hypothesis that needs to be 
proven. The following independent clause may state a prediction or fact. These options may 
confuse readers. 
Confusing Sentence Example: Had Cal known where the gold was hidden, he would have told 
me where to dig. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: Sometimes adverb clauses imply (suggest) the 
noun or pronoun and verb. Readers must mentally insert what is missing as they read. If a 
pronoun reference in the independent clause connects to what is implied, the sentence can be 
especially confusing. 
Confusing Sentence Example: When within striking distance, the frog thrusts out its tongue to 
snag it. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Syntactic Sentences: Adverb Clauses 
 

 

Explain It!  

 

An author’s use of adverb clauses in unusual ways or unexpected places may make a sentence 

hard to understand. Following are different reasons why the sentence may be confusing, along 

with confusing sentence examples for each reason. Space is provided to record additional 

confusing example sentences. 
 
Reason Why the Sentence May Be Confusing: The independent clause is expected to include 
the most important information of the sentence, and the dependent clause usually includes what 
is less important. When the levels of importance are switched, the sentence can be confusing. 
Confusing Sentence Example: The batter may put the bat on the ball though he strikes out 50% 
of the time. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Verbal Reasoning Reading Comprehension Strategies 
 

 
A claim often made by knowledge advocates is that strategy teaching is ineffective. That 

isn’t the case. The claim confuses strategies with skills. Strategies help, skills not so 

much.  

 

The basic premise of strategies is that readers need to actively think about the ideas in 

text if they are going to understand. And, since determining how to think about a text 

involves choices, strategies are tied up in meta-cognition (that is, thinking about 

thinking). 

 

Tim Shanahan, 2018 

 

“Knowledge advocates,” such as Daniel Willingham, professor of cognitive psychology at the 

University of Virginia, suggests that reading comprehension strategies are better thought of 

as tricks, rather than as skill-builders. They work because they make plain to readers that it’s a 

good idea to monitor whether they understand as they read. 

 

“Strategies” or “tricks?” In large measure these two reading researchers both agree that some 

instruction is needed to help readers practice and internalize active engagement with text. In their 

words: to “think about” and “monitor” what they read. 

The SCRIP Comprehension Cues 

 

Teachers may teach effective reading comprehension strategies, but students all-too-often fail to 

use these strategies when reading challenging texts. However, when students learn and regularly 

practice the five SCRIP Comprehension Cues, they internalize the process of active, self-

regulated reading. The cues prompt students to read both narrative and expository text 

strategically in order to understand what the author says and make logical inferences about what 

the author means. 

The SCRIP acronym stands for Summarize, Connect, Re-think, Interpret, and Predict. 

 Summarize: Put the big idea and key details of a reading section into your own words. 

 Connect: Note transition words and relate one part of the text to another. Activate your 

prior knowledge. 

 Re-think: Re-read and visualize to clarify meaning, and ask questions about the reading. 

Examine what the author says in a different way or from another point of view. 

 Interpret: Decide what the author means, and judge how, where, when, or why it was said 

and by whom. Draw a conclusion about what the author implies (suggests). 

 Predict: Based upon what has happened or what has been said, guess what will happen or 

what the author will say next. 
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Reading Comprehension Strategy Lessons 

 

Reading Comprehension Strategy Lessons    Pages 605–626 
 

Reading Comprehension Strategy Lesson Answers   Pages 627 
 

SCRIP Reading Comprehension Cue Posters and   Pages 628–633 

Reading Strategies Bookmarks 
 

SCRIP Reading Comprehension Worksheets    Pages 634–677 
 

SCRIP Reading Comprehension Worksheet Answers  Pages 678–686 

 

Reading Comprehension Strategy Directions 

 
1. Read the reading comprehension strategy lesson out loud to your students.  
 
2. Complete a think aloud for each of the fairy tales.  
 

 Tell students that they will have a chance to listen to your thoughts as a reader. Share 

with them that your thoughts will not be the same thoughts as theirs. 
 

 Remind students that reading is not just pronouncing words; it is making meaning out of 

what the author has written. Tell students that they can improve their reading 

comprehension by learning to talk silently to the text and author as they read. 
 

 Begin reading the text for a few lines and then alter your voice (raise the pitch, lower the 

volume, or use an accent) to model what you are thinking. Stop and explain what the 

voice altering meant and continue the back and forth reading and thinking out loud for 

the rest of the fairy tale. 
 

 Keep your thoughts concise and on the focus of the reading. Don’t ramble on with 

personal anecdotes. Comment much more on the text than on your personal connection 

with the text. 
 

 Don’t over-do sharing your thoughts. Once every paragraph or two is about right. Don’t 

interrupt the flow of the reading and lose sight of the textual meaning. 
 

 Ask students if they think they understood the text better because of your verbalized 

thoughts than just by passively reading without active thoughts. Their answer will be 

“Yes,” if you have done an effective think aloud. 
 

 Have students practice their own think alouds in pairs. 
 

3. Prepare your display projector to apply the lesson with interactive GUIDED PRACTICE. The 
font size is formatted for the display projector.   
 

4. Print the INDEPENDENCE PRACTICE worksheets and review the directions.. 
 
5. Help students self-correct their answers. Answers follow this section. 



 

The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 605  

SCRIP Comprehension Cues Lesson: Summarize 
 

 

Summarize: Put the big idea and key details of a reading section into your own words. 

 

Summarize means to put together the big idea or ideas and key details of a reading into a short-

version of what the author has said. A summary can be of an entire reading, but it is more useful 

to divide your reading up into sections and summarize each section as you read. 

 

The short version of a reading section is summarized in your own words. The main idea is the 

key point that an author wants to make about a topic. A good summary does not include minor 

details. Good readers pause after certain sections of a text to summarize in their minds what they 

have just read. Where to pause and summarize depends upon the text.  

 

In articles, reports, essays, and textbooks, authors use paragraph divisions or subtitles to 

introduce new main ideas. Paragraphs are built upon the main ideas, known as the topic sentence, 

which usually is stated in the first sentence. Subtitles are boldface text, which state the topic or 

main idea of that section of text. At the end of a paragraph or a subtitle section, pause and 

identify the main idea and important details. Try asking yourself What, How, and Why as 

question-starters to help you put into your own words a short version of what you just read. 

 

In novels, poems, short stories, and plays, authors use paragraph divisions to signal changes. 

There may be a new setting or description, or the plot may have advanced. With dialogue, the 

new paragraph tells the reader that a new character is speaking. Use the paragraph divisions as 

clues to determine when something new is taking place. At those points, pause to summarize 

what happened in the previous section. Try asking yourself Who, What, Where, When, and 

Why question-starters to help you put into your own words a short version of what you just read. 

 

Dividing your reading into sections and summarizing will help you understand the text as a 

whole. It’s like playing a leveled video game: First, you master one level and the game pauses 

before you move on to the next level with new graphics, characters, or problems to solve. You 

use your summarized knowledge of how to beat the first level to help you master each following 

level, one at a time. After time you will be able to master most or all of the game.  

 

For the Teacher: Think Aloud to Teach Summarize 

 

Complete a think aloud on “The Boy Who Cried Wolf.” An effective think aloud involves 

reading the passage out loud and pausing frequently to interact with the text. Limit your 

interactions to the focus “Summarize” SCRIP Comprehension Cue. Also pause at the three 

embedded vocabulary words in boldface and explain how the surrounding context clues help 

show the meaning of each vocabulary word. 
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 “The Boy Who Cried Wolf  

 

            There once was a naughty shepherd boy who lived 
in a small village. One day this boy was sitting at the top  
of a hill and was very bored. As he watched the sheep  
under his care, he came up with an idea to entertain himself. 
He turned in the direction of the village and at the top of  
his lungs he began screaming, "Wolf! Wolf! The Wolf is  
after the sheep!"  

The villagers immediately left their business and 
came running up the hill to help the boy scare the wolf 
away. But when they made it to the top of the hill, they 
found no wolf. Instead, they found the naughty boy 
laughing at the joke that he played on them. 

"Never cry 'wolf',’ shepherd boy," scolded the 
villagers, "when there's no wolf!" They went back to the 
village very angry.  

The very next day, the naughty boy was bored 
again. “I wonder if the trick will work again” he thought. 
He went up to the top of the hill, turned toward the village, 
and once again screamed, "Wolf! Wolf! The wolf is after 
the sheep!" Once again, he howled with laughter as he 
watched the villagers run up the hill to help him scare the 
wolf away.  

When the villagers again found no wolf, they 
scolded the boy once more saying, "Save your screaming 
for when there really is something wrong! Don't ever cry 
'wolf' when there is no wolf!" But the boy just laughed and 
watched them go down the hill to the village once more.  

The next day, the naughty shepherd boy was  
again very bored. As he was dreaming up more mischief,  
he heard the bleating of his sheep. He ran toward the  
sound and then he saw what caused the sheep to cry. A 
huge wolf was prowling about his flock of sheep. Once 
again, he ran to the top of the hill and shouted, "Wolf! 
Wolf! The wolf is after the sheep!" 

But the villagers had learned their lesson. They all 
said, “There goes that naughty shepherd boy playing his 
games once again.” So the villagers didn't come. At sunset, 
some of the villagers wondered why the shepherd boy 
hadn't yet brought the sheep down to the village. They went 
up the hill to find the boy. They found him with his head 
down crying. Then they found out why he was crying. The 
flock was scattered everywhere and two sheep were dead. 

"I cried out, "Wolf!" Why didn't you help me?"  
An old man responded, “That’s what happens to 

those who lie. Sooner or later, no one believes them.” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 

   

 

 

 

(1) Summarize why the boy 

lied. 
 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

(2) Summarize how the 

villagers responded to the 

boy’s lies.  
 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

Summarize 
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Guided Practice: Summarize 
 

 

Summarize: Put the big idea and key details of a reading section into your own words. 

 

Directions: Use What, How, and Why as question-starters to summarize this section of an 

article. 

 

Sheep live in groups called flocks. Most sheep find mates about once a year. Males fight 

each other to become the most powerful male of the group. If males, called rams, are left alone 

together, they might hurt or even kill each other! Baby sheep are called lambs. Lambs feed off 

their mothers, called ewes, for about two months. Usually, sheep live for about ten to twenty 

years.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Use Who, What, Where, When, and Why as question-starters to summarize this section of a 

story: 

 

A shepherd boy played a joke on the people in his village. On the first two days of the 

week he yelled, “Help! A wolf is after my sheep.” Both days the villagers came to help rescue 

the sheep, but they found no wolf, only a laughing, naughty boy. On the third day, the boy heard 

the bleating of his sheep. He ran toward the sound and saw a huge wolf attacking the sheep. 

Once again, he shouted, “Help! A wolf is after my sheep.” 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Independent Practice: Summarize 
 

 

Summarize: Put the big idea and key details of a reading section into your own words. 

 

Good readers pause after certain sections of a text to summarize in their minds what they have 

just read. To summarize means to put the big idea and key details of a reading section in your 

own words. The main idea is the key point that an author wants to make about a topic. A good 

summary does not include minor details.  
 

Directions: Read the paragraph and the summaries below. Place a checkmark in the box next to 
the best reading summary, and identify the big idea and key details in the space provided. 
 

Unlike many snakes, pythons kill their prey without poison. Instead, pythons hunt down 
their prey and wrap themselves around it until it cannot breathe. Different types of pythons eat 
different animals. Large pythons may even eat deer or gazelles! Smaller pythons mostly eat 
smaller animals like rodents or reptiles. Pythons swallow their prey whole. It may take weeks to 
digest the food. Although they are big and strong, pythons do not usually threaten humans. 
 

 Different types of pythons eat different animals. Pythons wrap themselves around their 
prey until it cannot breathe, and then they swallow their prey whole. Pythons do not 
usually threaten humans. 

 Pythons squeeze their prey to death and swallow the animal whole. Large pythons kill 
large animals, while small pythons kill small animals. 

 Pythons kill their prey without poison. Large pythons may eat deer or gazelles. Small 
ones eat smaller animals like rodents or reptiles. 

 

Big Idea:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Key Detail:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Key Detail:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

WRITE 
 

Directions: Summarize the following paragraph in the space provided below. 
 

The whaling industry reduced the world population of humpback whales to dangerously 
low levels in the last century. In addition to hunting, poisons have killed many whales. 
Sometimes the whales get trapped in fishing nets. Since the 1960s, most countries have agreed to 
ban hunting humpback whales. Fortunately, the humpback whales have increased in numbers 
recently, but they will remain on protected species lists. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading Comprehension Strategy Lesson: Connect  
 

 

Connect: Note transition words and relate one part of the text to another. Activate your prior 

knowledge. 

 

Good readers monitor their comprehension by making connections as they read to other parts of 

the same text and the text to their own prior knowledge. 

 

Everyone knows that it’s easier to talk with and listen to someone with whom we have a solid 

connection—in other words, someone with the same interests and experiences. However, to 

understand each other well, the communication has to be a two-way, active process.  

 

The same is true for reading. It’s easier to read and understand texts which are interesting and 

include some connections to our own experiences. Reading, like conversation, is a two-way, 

active communication between the reader and the author. Good readers learn to pretend that the 

author is listening to them as they talk with the text. 

 

To talk with the text, pause your reading at appropriate places to make two types of connections: 

 

1. Connect one part of the text to other parts of the text. For example, in a story you might pause 

your reading to connect how a character has changed from the first part of the book to the end. 

Or in an article or textbook you might connect a certain problem to a solution, a cause to an 

effect, or convincing evidence to a stated reason. 

 

2. Connect something in the text to something in your prior knowledge. For example, say you are 

reading the second book in J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series, and the character, Voldemort, is 

mentioned. As you read, take time to recall what you know about Voldemort from reading the 

first book or watching the first movie. 

 

Or you may be reading a section of a story in which the character shares her feelings about 

having no brothers or sisters. If you are a single child in your family, you know how the 

character feels and the advantages and disadvantages of being the only child. Or you may have 

read an article about the effects of birth order among siblings. Connect to that experience and 

knowledge. In other words, involve yourself and what you already know in the text as you read. 

 

For the Teacher: Think Aloud to Teach Connect 

 

Complete a think aloud on “Hansel and Gretel.” An effective think aloud involves reading the 

passage out loud and pausing frequently to interact with the text. Limit your interactions to the 

focus “Connect” SCRIP Comprehension Cue. Also pause at the three embedded vocabulary 

words in boldface and explain how the surrounding context clues help show the meaning of each 

vocabulary word. 
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“Hansel and Gretel” 

 

Once there lived a poor woodcutter with his two  
children and their stepmother. The boy was named Hansel  
and the girl was named Gretel. There was a severe famine  
in the land and the family was starving. Desperate, the 
stepmother said out loud to herself, “The children must go,  
else all of us will die of starvation.”  

The children were so hungry that they had not been  
able to sleep, and they had heard their stepmother. 

At sunrise, the stepmother woke the two children, 
saying, "Get up, we are going into the forest to gather wood." 
She gave them each a bit of bread and said: "That’s all we  
have. Save it for your lunch.”  

The stepmother led the children deep into the forest. 
Seeing her plan, Hansel dropped a small crumb of bread every 
few minutes, so that they could find their way home. Once  
they were completely lost, the stepmother ran away, leaving 
Hansel and Gretel alone. 

“Don’t worry, Gretel,” said Hansel. “I have left a path  
to guide us back home. We will wait until father gets home  
and follow the trail by moonlight.” 

Unfortunately, a flock of birds found and ate the trail of 
bread crumbs. Now, the children really were lost. Looking for 
water, the children saw a lighted cottage. They knocked on  
the door and an old woman welcomed them in to eat. She told 
them that she would help them go home the next day. She  
gave Hansel his own room and had Gretel sleep in the kitchen. 

However, in the morning, they found the door to 
Hansel’s room locked. The old woman said, “I’ve been  
hungry, too. Last night, I fed you the last of my food. Now,  
you two will be my next meal!” 

The old woman built a fire in her huge bread oven. Then, 
she told Gretel to open the oven door. But Gretel said, “The 
door is too heavy for me to open.” 

As the old woman opened the door, Gretel gave her a 
shove into the oven. She shut the iron door and drew the bolt. 
How the old woman screamed! Gretel found an axe and broke 
the lock to Hansel’s room. As the children were leaving, Hansel 
caught a glint of light from something in a black pot by the 
door. The pot was full of precious rubies! Taking the jewels, 
they ran out into the woods. Just then, Hansel saw a bread 
crumb. The birds had not found all of them! The children 
followed the bread crumb trail back to their home. 
 Their father greeted them with a hug and said, “Your 
stepmother told me what she did and she left.” 
The children showed their father the rubies and told their story. 
The family of three lived happily ever after. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

(1) What other stories feature 

a forest as a dangerous 

setting? 
 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

(2) What other stories have 

an old woman as an evil 

character? 
 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 
 

  

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 
Connect 
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Guided Practice: Connect  
 

 

Connect: Note transition words and relate one part of the text to another. Activate your prior 

knowledge. 

 

While reading, pay close attention to transition words or phrases which connect sentences and 

ideas. Read the types of transitions and examples. Brainstorm sentences with these transitions. 

 

Definition 

 
refers to, in other words, consists of, is equal to, means, in particular 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Number or Sequence 

 
first, firstly, primarily, initially, to start with, first of all, for one, second, secondly, last, lastly, 
finally, next, before, for another, following, subsequently, after, afterwards 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Time 

 
meanwhile, since, now, currently, during, recently, simultaneously, at that time, previously, then, 
eventually 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Addition 

 
also, another, in addition, additionally, plus, further, furthermore, moreover, as well, besides, 
what is more 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Guided Practice: Connect  
 

 

Connect: Note transition words and relate one part of the text to another. Activate your prior 

knowledge. 

 

While reading, pay close attention to transition words or phrases which connect sentences and 

ideas. Read the types of transitions and examples. Brainstorm sentences with these transitions. 

 

Example 

 
for example, for instance, such as, is like, including, to illustrate, specifically 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation or Emphasis 

 
in fact, regarding this/that, concerning this/that, as for, that is, for this purpose, with this 
intention, to the end that, in order that, in order to, so as to, lest, so, indeed, even,  
of course 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Write a short paragraph including a variety of transitions. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Independent Practice: Connect  
 

 

Connect: Note transition words and relate one part of the text to another. Activate your prior 

knowledge. 

 

1. Connect one part of the text to other parts of the text.  

2. Connect something in the text to something in your prior knowledge. 
 

Directions: Read the passages and use the connection cues sentence-starters to help you make the 

two types of connections. Make up the information to fill in the blanks. 
 

Connect Text to Other Parts of Text 
 

The mean old man had been following the children in the desert for two days without any water. 
He finally caught up to them as they stopped at a beautiful oasis with palm trees and a lake. 
 
This answers the part when _______________________________________________________. 
 
This solves the problem of _______________________________________________________. 
 
This reminds me of _____________________________________________________________. 
 
This happened because of ________________________________________________________. 
 

Connect Text to Your Prior Knowledge 
 

Students feel embarrassed at school in different situations. For example, when called upon to 

read aloud, many students feel uncomfortable. When asked a difficult question in class– 

 

This is just like ________________________________________________________________. 

 

I read about this ________________________________________________________________. 

 

This is different than ____________________________________________________________. 
 

WRITE 

 

Directions: Use these connection cues to begin the two types of connection in a story or article 

you are reading in class: “This reminds me of…” “This is just like…” “This is different 

than…” “This answers the part when…” “This happened (or is) because of…” “This solves 

the problem of…” and “I read about this…” Write a sentence for each. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading Comprehension Strategy: Re-think 
 

 

Re-think: Re-read and visualize to clarify meaning, and ask questions about the reading. 

Examine what the author says in a different way or from another point of view.  
 

People who play board games are accustomed to looking at things from different perspectives. In 

Risk®, Settlers of Catan®, or Scrabble®, players know that seeing things from the opposite side 

of the game board really changes how the player understands or plays the game. 
 

Re-think means to look at a confusing section of reading text from a different point of view to 

see if a different meaning is intended by the author, other than the one first understood or not 

understood by the reader. It requires re-reading and visualizing. 
 

When reading a section of text that seems confusing, off topic, or contradictory to what you have 

been reading, don’t keep on reading in the hopes that things will clear up. Stop and go back to re-

read the previous section that you did understand. With this second reading, create visual images 

or a video in your head of this section of text. Use other sensory details to create your 

visualizations: taste, touch, sound, and smell. Sometimes this re-read solves the problem.  

 

According to the reading research of Goudvis and Harvey, “Students who visualize as they read 

not only have a richer reading experience but can recall what they have read for longer periods of 

time” (2000). 

 

If this re-reading and visualizing fails to help, identify where the source of the confusion lies. Is 

it stated right there in the words themselves? Is the meaning implied (suggested) and you have to 

figure it out?  

 

However, if you still are confused, go back to the point where you weren’t lost and then re-read 

the confusing text once more, slowly and out loud, and look for these clues to meaning: 
 

 Look at the key words for alternate meanings. Use the dictionary if you’re not sure of the 

primary or secondary definitions. 

 Identify the subjects and predicates in the sentences. Often prepositional phrases and 

modifiers, such as adjectives and adverbs, can add confusion to a sentence, especially 

when they are placed out of their usual positions. 

 Look for any change transitions that you may have missed. 

Examples: but, however, although, unless, even though 

 Skip past the confusing text, read a sentence or two, and then re-read the confusing text. 

 

For the Teacher: Think Aloud to Teach Re-think 

 

Complete a think aloud on “Little Red Riding Hood.” An effective think aloud involves reading 

the passage out loud and pausing frequently to interact with the text. Limit your interactions to 

the focus “Re-think” SCRIP Comprehension Cue. Also pause at the three embedded vocabulary 

words in boldface and explain how the surrounding context clues help show the meaning of each 

vocabulary word. 
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“Little Red Riding Hood”  

           There was once was a little girl who lived with her 
father and mother in a house at the edge of a forest. In the 
same forest, her grandmother also resided. Her 
grandmother had given her a long red hooded coat which 
she wore so much that everyone called her Little Red 
Riding Hood. 

One morning Little Red Riding Hood's mother said, 
"Put on your coat and take this basket of cookies to your 
sick grandmother.”  

As Little Red Riding Hood was walking in the 
forest, a voice from behind said, "What have you in that 
basket, Little Red Riding Hood?” The girl turned around 
and saw a great big wolf. 

"I have cookies for my ailing grandmother,” she 
said. 

"Ah... I know where she lives,” the wolf said. “I 
hope she enjoys them.” Then, the wolf ran into the forest 
toward the grandmother’s house. He soon arrived and 
knocked at the door of her house. 

"Who is there?" called the grandmother from her bed. 
"Little Red Riding Hood," said the wolf in a girlish 

voice. 
“Just open the door and come right on in.”  
The wolf opened the door and pounced on the bed, 

eating the grandmother up in one big bite. The wolf then 
put on the the grandmother’s headscarf.  

Soon afterwards, Little Red Riding Hood walked 
into the house saying, "Good morning, Grandmother, I 
brought you a basket of cookies." As she came close to the 
bed she said, "What big ears you have, Grandmother." 

"All the better to hear you with, my dear." 
"What big eyes you have, Grandmother." 
"All the better to see you with, my dear." 
"What a big nose you have." 
"All the better to smell you with, my dear." 
"But, Grandmother, what a big mouth you have." 
"All the better to eat you up, my dear," screamed the 

wolf as he sprang at Little Red Riding Hood. Just at that 
moment, the woodcutter was passing the house and he 
heard the scream. He rushed in and with his axe chopped 
off the wolf’s head. 

The woodcutter carried Little Red Riding Hood 
back home. Everyone was happy that she had escaped the 
wolf. But, they were sad that the wolf had eaten her 
grandmother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 (1) Why didn’t the wolf eat 

Little Red Riding Hood right 

there in the forest?  
 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
 

 

 

 

(2) Why might the 

grandmother have been 

tricked by the wolf?  
 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

Re-think 

 

 

 

 

Re-think 
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Guided Practice: Re-think  
 

 
Reading challenging text requires good problem-solving skills. Frequently, we need to re-think it  

from a different point of view. What do you see in these pictures at first? From a different point 

of view? What process did you use to help yourself see both images in each picture? 

 

    
 

Problem-Solve Confusing Text with the ROASTS Strategies 
 

Re-read from the last place you understood and visualize the confusing section of text. 

Observe the source of confusion. Is it in the stated words? Is it implied (suggested)? 

Alternate meanings of the key vocabulary words? 

Sentence Structure? Identify the subjects and predicates and eliminate the other words. 

Transition Change Words? Identify words which change the meaning of the sentences. 

Skip past the confusing text, read a sentence or two, and then re-read the confusing text. 

 

Directions: Re-think this text with the ROASTS Strategies.  

 

We were excited to go to the beach, play in the sand, and swim. However, upon our arrival we 

read the signs which said, “Warning: Carcharodon carcharias up to 4.6 meters have recently been 

sighted off this beach. Suggest shore wading only, especially when seals are present. 

 

What part of the ROASTS Strategies helped you better understand this paragraph? 
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Guided Practice: Re-think (Visualizing) 
 

 

Re-think: Re-read and visualize to clarify meaning, and ask questions about the reading. 

Examine what the author says in a different way or from another point of view.  

 

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening by Robert Frost 
 

 
Whose woods these are I think I know.    
His house is in the village though;    
He will not see me stopping here    
To watch his woods fill up with snow.    

 
My little horse must think it queer    
To stop without a farmhouse near    
Between the woods and frozen lake    
The darkest evening of the year.    

 
He gives his harness bells a shake    
To ask if there is some mistake.    
The only other sound’s the sweep    
Of easy wind and downy flake.    

 
The woods are lovely, dark and deep,    
But I have promises to keep,    
And miles to go before I sleep,    
And miles to go before I sleep. 
 

 

 

 

Directions: Read the entire poem out loud. Next, read each stanza and discuss each sensory 

word, focusing on the sights. The “darkest evening of the year” is the winter solstice on 

December 21; however, the phrase symbolizes much more. The “harness bells” were attached to 

the horse’s neck as a good luck charm or to warn others of the sleigh or wagon’s approach. Ask 

students to quick draw and color one picture for each stanza to visualize the scenes. You can  

do the same in the boxes above. Afterwards, tell students to read the poem out loud on their own  

once more and ask if their comprehension has improved because of the visualizations. 
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Independent Practice: Re-think  
 

 

Re-think: Re-read and visualize to clarify meaning, and ask questions about the reading. 

Examine what the author says in a different way or from another point of view.  
 
 

Directions: Read the sentences below and use the ROASTS Strategies to re-think the meaning of 

the underlined sentences. Re-write these sentences in your own words in the spaces provided. 
 
 

1. It’s Halloween and the trick-or-treaters were everywhere. Some sort of monster was 
terrorizing our neighborhood. 

Re-read from the last place you understood, and visualize the confusing section of text. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. The old man in the red suit once again jumped off his sleigh. The reindeer pawed at the 
ground, snorted, and looked at the bell tower clock, shaking their heads. 

Observe the source of confusion. Is it in the stated words? Is it implied (suggested)? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. The young man made eye-contact and was about to walk over to her. She stared back at him 
with a cool glance that froze him in his tracks. 

Alternate meanings of the key vocabulary words? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. She, later than planned, but still earlier in the morning than some expected left for home. 

Sentence Structure? Identify the subjects and predicates and eliminate the other words. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. The teacher cancelled recess due to the students’ poor behavior although she had a change of  mind. 

Transition Change Words? Identify words which change the meaning of the sentences. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. The teacher graciously rescinded her punishment. The students were happy to re-gain their recess. 

Skip past the confusing text, read a sentence or two, and then re-read the confusing text. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

WRITE 
 

Directions: Use the ROASTS Strategies to re-think and explain a challenging paragraph. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading Comprehension Strategy: Interpret  
 

 

Interpret: Decide what the author means, and judge how, where, when, or why it was said and 

by whom. Draw a conclusion about what the author implies (suggests). 

 

Interpretations are not simply the reader’s opinions. Concentrate on what the author intends to 

say, not what you want the text to say. Readers must assume that the author has chosen to leave 

some of the meaning to be constructed by the reader. However, there are correct and incorrect 

interpretations of the text. To correctly interpret text, use these Interpretation Strategies: 

 

Correct interpretation may require one, two, or all three of these strategies: 

 

1. Segment or divide up what the author says and examine each part. 

2. Put together different reading sections to determine what the author means. 

3. Fill in the gaps between what the author says and what the author expects you to know already. 

 

First, re-read the text which requires interpretation. Accept the plain meaning of the text, and the 

primary definitions of words, unless what the author says is confusing or inconsistent with what 

has been said before. Next, divide long sentences into chunks to isolate phrases and clauses to 

look for clues to meaning in each part. Also, use your knowledge of text structure: For example, 

if you are reading texts which provide an argument, information, or explanation, each detail in a 

paragraph must have something to do with the topic sentence (main idea). If you are reading a 

descriptive paragraph in a novel, focus on the subject, not plot events. If the text is dialogue, 

what is said or thought by that character must be interpreted from that character’s point of view. 

 

Second, think about other parts of the text and interpret as if putting together pieces of a puzzle. 

Readers need to assume that the text they are interpreting is consistent with other parts of the text, 

which may be easier to understand. Consider how your interpretation fits with the writing genre. 

For example, in an essay each detail must support the thesis statement. In a novel, the text must 

support the theme (the author’s message). Also, correct interpretations will match the tone (the 

author’s attitude e.g., humorous) and mood (the reader’s feelings in response to the tone e.g., sad).  
 

Third, every author assumes that the reader has certain prior knowledge. Authors may choose to 

leave out some details because “everyone knows them” or because problem-solving entertains 

the reader. For example, a murder mystery author leaves clues or may even intentionally mislead 

the reader throughout a story to permit readers to do detective work on their own. 

 

Think Aloud 

 

Complete a think aloud on “Goldilocks and the Three Bears.” An effective think aloud involves 

reading the passage out loud and pausing frequently to interact with the text. Limit your 

interactions to the focus reading comprehension strategy. Also pause at the three embedded 
vocabulary words in boldface and explain how the surrounding context clues help show the 

meaning of each vocabulary word. 
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“Goldilocks and the Three Bears”  

            Once there was a little girl named Goldilocks. One day 
she went for a stroll in the forest. Soon, she came upon a 
house. She knocked and, when no one answered, she walked 
right into the house.  
             On the kitchen table, there were three bowls of  
porridge. Hungry, Goldilocks tasted the first bowl.  

"This porridge is too hot!" she shouted. So, she  
Tasted the porridge from the second bowl. 

"This porridge is too cold," she said. So, she tasted the 
third bowl of porridge. 

"Ahhh, this porridge is just right," she said and she ate  
the whole bowl. 

After she'd eaten the porridge, she immediately felt 
exhausted. So, she walked into the big room and saw three 
chairs. Goldilocks sat down in the first one.    

"This chair is too big!" she sighed. Then she sat in  
the second chair. 

"This chair is also too big!" she complained. Then  
she tried the third chair. 

"Ahhh, this chair is just right," she said. But just as  
she sat down into the chair, it broke into pieces. 

Goldilocks was very tired, so she went into the 
bedroom. She lay in the first bed, but it was too hard. She  
lay in the second bed, but it was too soft. Finally, she  
lay down in the third bed and it was just right. Then,  
she fell asleep. Soon, the three bears came home.  

"Someone's been eating my porridge," said the papa bear. 
"Someone's been eating my porridge," said the mama bear. 
"Someone's been eating my porridge and they ate it all 

up!" cried the baby bear. 
"Someone's been sitting in my chair," growled the papa 

bear. 
"Someone's been sitting in my chair," said the mama bear. 
"Someone's been sitting in my chair and it’s all broken," 

cried the baby bear. 
They went upstairs to the bedroom and the papa bear 

growled, "Someone's been sleeping in my bed." 
"Someone's been sleeping in my bed, too," said the mama 

bear. 
"Someone's been sleeping in my bed and she's still there!" 

exclaimed baby bear. 
            Just then, Goldilocks woke up and saw the three bears 
She screamed, jumped up, and ran out of the room. Goldilocks 
ran down the stairs and out the door. Goldilocks never went back 
to visit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
(1) Why would three bowls  

of porridge be left out on the 

table?  
 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(2) In the story, why does 

Goldilocks only like or use  

the things of the baby bear?  
 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

Interpret 

 

  

 

 

Interpret 
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Guided Practice: Interpret  
 

 

Interpret: Decide what the author means, and judge how, where, when, or why it was said and 

by whom. Draw a conclusion about what the author implies (suggests). 

 

Sometimes friends may tell you exactly what they are thinking about you. 

Examples: “I’m happy that you’re here.” “I’m mad at you!” “I don’t understand you.” 

Other times they may imply (suggest) what they think with their gestures or actions. Use the 

facial clues and gestures interpret what your friend is saying to you in these pictures. 
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Independent Practice: Interpret  
 

 

Interpret: Decide what the author means, and judge how, where, when, or why it was said and 

by whom. Draw a conclusion about what the author implies (suggests). 

 

1. Break up what the author says and examine each part 

2. Put together different reading sections to determine what the author means 

3. Fill in the gaps between what the author says and what the author expects you to know already. 

 

Directions: Read each reading passage, interpret what is happening, and write the number or 

numbers of the interpretation strategies which help you make the correct interpretations in the 

spaces provided. 

 

1. You wake up this morning and your hands and arms are swollen, red, and itchy with little red 

bumps. You walk downstairs to your mom, and she says, “Looks like you won’t be going to school 

today. Must have happened during yesterday’s hike in the woods. I’ll get the lotion.” 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ ____ 
 

 

2. The cat’s fur stands on end, her ears are back, and she’s hissing. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ ____ 
 

 

3. Your teacher stands silently in front of the class, shaking his head. He crosses his arms and 

says, “I’m waiting…” 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ ____ 
 

 

 

4. You look outside and the sky is a hazy gray-brown. You smell smoke on a gust of wind. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ ____ 

 

WRITE 

 

Directions: Write two or three sentences to begin a novel that require interpretation by your reader. 

Leave clues in what you say to help us correctly interpret your opening. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading Comprehension Strategy: Predict  
 

 

Predict: Based upon what has happened or what has been said, guess what will happen or 

what the author will say next. 

 

“Prediction is an ongoing process that actively engages the reader in two ways: The reader’s 

mind is a jump ahead, trying to figure out what is coming next (making new predictions), while 

at the same time the reader is revising and refining the old predictions” (Guisinger 2016).  

 

When you reach a section in a story, article, or textbook in which the author seems to provide a 

hint or clue about will happen next, pause to predict what will take place as a result. Check your 

predictions with what actually happens. If additional, related clues appear, adjust your prediction 

to reflect these clues.  

 

Try to make specific predictions, not general ones. For example, you would probably not be 

surprised by a fortune in a fortune cookie which reads “Your life will have many ups and 

downs,” because the prediction is so general and could probably apply to everyone who gets that 

same fortune. However, if you open a fortune cookie to read, “Tomorrow at 3:10 p.m. you will 

get a call from someone you haven’t heard from in a long time,” you would be very interested in 

checking to see it the prediction comes true because of how specific the fortune reads. 

 

To improve the accuracy of your reading predictions, use your knowledge of text structure. 

Knowing the structure of a story can help readers make informed predictions. With narrative 

text, knowing the elements and order of plots: basic situation, problem-conflict, rising action, 

climax, falling action, and resolution will inform predictions.  

 

Recognizing literary devices such as foreshadowing, tone (the writer’s attitude e.g. serious and 

formal, and mood (the reader’s feelings in response to the tone e.g., suspicious) can assist the 

reader in making accurate predictions. 

 

With informational/explanatory or argumentative text, knowing paragraph structure: topic 

sentence/claims, evidence/reasons/concrete detail, analysis/commentary and/or 

counterargument/refutations will help the reader more accurately predict the writer’s train of 

thought or line of argument. 

 

For the Teacher: Think Aloud to Teach Predict 

 

Complete a think aloud on “The Three Little Pigs.” An effective think aloud involves reading the 

passage out loud and pausing frequently to interact with the text. Limit your interactions to the 

focus “Interpret” SCRIP Comprehension Cue. Also pause at the three embedded vocabulary 

words in boldface and explain how the surrounding context clues help show the meaning of each 

vocabulary word. 
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“The Three Little Pigs”  

Once upon a time there lived three little pigs. 

The first little pig was very lazy. He made his house 

out of straw. The second little pig was almost as lazy. 

He made his house out of sticks. The third little pig 

was not lazy. He was smart. This third little pig 

worked long hours to build a house completely out of 

brick. 

One day, a wolf came into the pigs’ 

neighborhood. Smelling fresh pork, the wolf went up 

to the first pig’s house. He banged on the door and 

said, “Little pig, little pig. Let me in!” 

“Not by the hair of my chinny-chin-chin,” 

retorted the first little pig. 

“Then, I’ll huff, and I’ll puff, and I’ll blow 

your straw house down!” And he did so. But, as the 

house fell down, the first little pig escaped to the 

second pig’s house. 

The hungry wolf next went up to the second 

pig’s house. He banged on the door and said, “Little 

pig, little pig. Let me in!” 

“Not by the hair of my chinny-chin-chin,” 

responded the second little pig. 

“Then, I’ll huff, and I’ll puff, and I’ll blow 

your stick house down!” And he did so. But, as the 

house fell down, the first and second little pigs 

escaped to the third pig’s house. 

The very hungry wolf went up to the third pig’s 

house. He banged on the door and said, “Little pig, 

little pig. Let me in!” 

“Not by the hair of my chinny-chin-chin,” 

responded the third little pig. 

“Then, I’ll huff, and I’ll puff, and I’ll blow 

your brick house down!” said the hungry wolf. But, as 

much as he tried, the wolf could not blow the brick 

house down. So, the famished wolf climbed up the 

roof and jumped down the chimney. 

Inside, the smart third little pig had been 

thinking. He knew that the wolf would not be able to 

get into the house any other way, than through the 

chimney. So he built a fire in the fireplace and boiled 

a huge pot of water. 

The wolf slid right down into that boiling pot 

of water, and the three little pigs were saved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) To where will the first 

and second little pigs escape? 
 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

(2) What will happen at the 

third pig’s brick house?  
 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 
Predict 

  

 

 
Predict 
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Guided Practice: Predict  
 

 

Predict: Based upon what has happened or what has been said, guess what will happen or 

what the author will say next. 

 

Directions: Read the section of the following story until the solid line. Stop and predict what 

will happen next and tell why you think so. From Silver Skates by Mary Mapes Dodge (1865). 
 

In the Netherlands, a small country in Europe also known as Holland, much of their land 

is below sea level. The citizens of this country are called Dutch and the Dutch have worked hard 

over many centuries to push back the Atlantic Ocean and create more land. To keep the ocean 

water from flooding their land, they built long seawalls, known as dikes. Many of the dikes 

protect farms and villages throughout their country. One such village, famous for its wonderful 

cheeses and traditional festivals is the village of Haarlem. 

 One fine summer day a little Dutch boy and his even smaller younger brother left their 

home in the village of Haarlem with their lunch of cheese, bread, and two apples in a bright red 

pail to explore the countryside. The boys walked miles and miles through fields of many-colored 

tulips and windmills until they came to a tall dike. Both boys climbed up the steep bank of dirt, 

rocks, and grass until finally they reached the top. What a view they had! The Atlantic Ocean 

spread as far as their eyes could see, held in place by the dike that the boys just climbed. 

 After eating their lunch, the little Dutch boy lay down to take a nap on top of the dike. 

The cool ocean breeze soon had him drifting asleep. Meanwhile, his younger brother walked 

back down to the bottom of the dike to play. He carried the red bucket and planned to pick 

wildflowers to bring home to his mother. 

 Time passed and the little Dutch boy woke up to a bucket of water tossed in his face by 

his younger brother. The little Dutch boy was angry, but soon his anger was replaced by fear.  

 “Where did you get the pail of water? asked the little Dutch boy. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 “I filled the bucket from the water flowing out of a tiny hole in the middle of the dike,” 

replied the younger brother. “I was just having some fun. I’m sorry that I made you so angry.” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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 “Show me where that hole is right now,” said the little Dutch boy. He knew that a leak in 

a dike was a serious matter. 

 The boys hiked down the dike and found the hole. 

 “More water is coming out now than before,” said the younger brother. “Now the hole is 

as wide as my finger.” 

 “We’ve got to stop that leak and plug the hole so it won’t get bigger!” shouted the little 

Dutch boy. “I’ll figure something out while you run to the nearest farm to sound the alarm and 

get help,” he told his brother. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The little brother ran off to do as his older brother said, and the little Dutch boy put his 

finger into the hole to stop the leak until help arrived. 

 When three farmers arrived with pickaxes and shovels to repair the dike, each of them 

praised the boys for their quick thinking. That evening, after dinner, a group of townspeople 

came to visit and thank the boys. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  “Hooray for the heroes of Haarlem!” they shouted. “You boys save our town.” 
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Independent Practice: Predict  
 

 

Predict: Based upon what has happened or what has been said, guess what will happen or 

what the author will say next. 

 

When you reach a section in a story, article, or textbook in which the author seems to provide a 

hint or clue about will happen next, pause to predict what will take place as a result. Check your 

predictions with what actually happens. If additional, related clues appear, adjust your prediction 

to reflect these clues.  

 

Directions: Read each reading passage and predict what will happen next in the spaces provided. 

 

1. The little girl held tightly to the leash of her big dog. The dog walked lazily, smelling all the smells 

until he saw the calico cat, sitting on the porch chair. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ ____ 
 

 

2. The man slammed on the brakes of his expensive sports car in the middle of rush hour traffic. 

He jumped out and placed his wallet on the roof of the car while he talked loudly on his cell 

phone. I stopped in my tracks, a little afraid to pass the car. Suddenly, the man jumped in the car 

and sped away. His forgotten wallet flew off the roof and hundreds of dollars littered the street. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ ____ 
 

 

3. No football team had every come from this far behind to win a game. But with 10 seconds left 

in the game and one more play, the quarterback dropped back to pass from the 50 yard line. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ ____ 
 

 

 

4.  “Please don’t make me!” screamed the child. “It will hurt too much!” 

 “It will soon be over, and the nurse will give you a treat,” the father said. “You have to 

get this done to attend school and keep other kids safe. You won’t need another one of these.” 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ ____ 

 

WRITE 

 

Directions: Write two or three sentences from a ghost story, which would suggest a clear prediction. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SCRIP Comprehension Cue Answers 

 

Summarize  
 

√ Pythons squeeze their prey to death and swallow the animal whole. Large pythons kill large 

animals, while small pythons kill small animals. 
 

Big Idea:   Pythons squeeze their prey to death and swallow the animal whole.  
Key Detail:   Large pythons kill large animals. 
Key Detail:   Small pythons kill small animals. 
 

Hunting, poison, and fishing nets have endangered the world population of humpback whales to 
dangerously low levels. But, since the 1960s, most countries have agreed to ban hunting 
humpback whales and numbers have increased.  
 

Connect  
 

This oasis solves the problem of lack of water. 
This reminds me of “Goldilocks and the Three Bears.” 
This is just like Answers will vary. 
I see myself Answers will vary. 
 

Re-think  
 

1. A trick-or-treater was terrorizing our neighborhood. 
2. Santa’s reindeer pawed at the ground, snorted, and looked at the bell tower clock, shaking 
their heads. Santa was implied. 
3. She stared back at him with a disinterested glance that froze him in his tracks. 
4. She left. 
5. Although later she changed her mind, the teacher had cancelled the students’ recess due to 
poor behavior.  
6. The teacher removed her punishment. 
 

Interpret  
 

1. You got poison oak or poison ivy or poison sumac.  1, 3 
2. The cat is angry or scared.  2, 3 
3. The teacher wants the class to be quiet. 2, 3 
4. A fire is nearby.  2, 3 
 

Predict  
 

1. The dog will pull the little girl on a chase of the cat. or The dog will yank free from the leash 
and chase the cat. 
2. Drivers will stop their cars and chase down the money. 
3. The quarterback will complete the pass and the team will win. 
4. The child will get a shot. 
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Summarize 
 

 Put the big idea and key details  

into your own words. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Narrative–Tell Who, What Happened, 

Where, and When 

Expository–Tell Who, What, Where, 

When, and How  
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Connect 
 

 Note transition words and relate 

one part of the text to another.   

 Activate your prior knowledge.  

     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Narrative–Tell how a character, 

setting, or plot element relates to a 

previous section of the story. 

Expository–Brainstorm what you 

already know about the topic. 
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Re-think 
 

 Re-read and visualize to clarify 

meaning, and ask questions about 

the reading. 
 Examine what the author says in a 

different way or from another point 

of view. 

 
 

Narrative–Tell how a character, 
setting, or the plot has changed. 

Expository–Tell how viewpoints or 

ideas compare to or refer to others. 
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Interpret 
 

 Decide what the author means, 
and judge how, where, when, or 

why it was said and by whom. 

 Draw a conclusion about what the 

author implies (suggests). 
 

 
 

 

Narrative–Tell what a change in  

character or plot development means. 

Expository–Tell how the author 

explains the topic or argues the ideas. 

Unlock, Inc. 
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Predict 

 

 Based upon what has happened or 

what has been said, guess what will 

happen or what the author will say 

next. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrative–Tell how the plot will 
advance next or how a character will 

change. Confirm your predictions. 

Expository–Tell what information or 

evidence the author should present 

next. Confirm your predictions.  
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheets 

 

The 43 SCRIP Comprehension Worksheets feature brief, high-interest expository 

articles with inferential questions. Each article describes an animal and details its life cycle, 

habitat, and role within its own ecosystem. The articles include the same text as those used for 

fluency practice. 

 

The articles are leveled in a unique pyramid design: the first two paragraphs are at an adjusted 

third grade (Fleish-Kincaid) level (after deleting a few key multi-syllabic words such as 

carnivores or long animal names such as armadillos); the next two paragraphs are at the fifth 

grade level; and the last two are at the seventh grade level. The reader begins practice at an easier 

level to build confidence and then moves to more challenging academic language and sentence 

length.  

 

The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheets each include five inferential questions–one question 

for each of the five reading comprehension strategies and their corresponding SCRIP 

Comprehension Cues. The SCRIP acronym stands for Summarize, Connect, Re-think, 

Interpret, and Predict.  

 

The questions are placed in the right-hand margin and require students to interact with the article. 

Students answer the questions in the margins. Additionally, three key vocabulary words are 

boldfaced. Students should define and use vocabulary words in original context clue sentences 

on the back of their worksheets. Each worksheet takes students about fifteen minutes to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 636  

“The Ape” Comprehension Worksheet #1  

 

The ape is a very interesting animal. One type 

of ape is the orangutan. Male orangutans can weigh as 

much as two normal size humans. Females weigh about 

half as much. Orangutans have long, strong arms and 

their hands and feet are shaped like hooks. They are 

shaggy and have red hair. 

Orangutans used to live all over Southeast Asia. 

Now they only live in a few rain forests on the islands 

of Sumatra and Borneo. Orangutans swing from tall 

trees to move around. It is warm where these animals 

live, but not too warm. There is a lot of rain there, so 

trees and plants grow very tall and big. 

Orangutans are omnivores, since they eat some 

birds and small mammals. However, they mostly eat 

plants, like fruit and leaves, instead of meat. Their diet 

consists of mostly fruit. The fruits they tend to prefer 

have a lot of sugar in them. Figs are the favorite fruit of 

the orangutans. Figs come from trees and they are easy 

for orangutans to pick and eat. Orangutans also eat lots 

of young leaves from many trees in their habitat. 

Unlike many other animals, orangutans are 

single adults, so they have no family structure. Mother 

orangutans raise their children one at a time. The baby 

rides on its mother’s back for three years at the start of 

its life. There, it learns how to pick food and protect 

itself from danger. Female orangutans usually have one 

baby every six years. Older male orangutans may fight 

each other for the attention of the available female 

orangutans. 

The territory of an adult orangutan is not clearly 

established, as is the case with many animals. Often, 

orangutan territories will overlap. However, this does 

not mean that orangutans are social animals. They limit 

their social interaction to feeding, mating, and calling 

each other. Only rarely will orangutans get in fights 

with each other over food or territory. In these fights, 

the apes will demonstrate their strength by destroying 

branches, charging at each other, and biting each other 

until one gives up. 

Due to deforestation of the rain forest (cutting 

down trees for grazing or farmland), orangutans are 

becoming more and more endangered with each day. 

Palm oil farmers have cut down much of the forest on 

Sumatra and Borneo. Some people even capture 

orangutans to use them as pets in their homes. 

Orangutans are already on international endangered 

species lists, and their habitat has been increasingly 

threatened by humans, mainly through the deforestation 

of the rain forest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why has the habitat of 

orangutans decreased? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) How do orangutans 

depend on their habitat?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Summarize their family 

relationships.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) What other animals prefer 

independence and being 

alone to close relationships?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) How could orangutans be 

saved?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Summarize 

  

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 
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“The Eagle” Comprehension Worksheet #2 
                   

 

The eagle is a huge bird. One type of eagle is 

the bald eagle. This bird of prey has a large yellow beak 

shaped like a hook and a pure white head. Its body is 

brown with a white tail. Female bald eagles are much 

bigger than males. 
Bald eagles live all over North and South 

America. They make their nests near rivers, ponds, and 

lakes. There they can find many fish. Bald eagles build 

the biggest nests of any bird in America. Mostly, the 

birds stay away from people. Some birds move their 

nests frequently. 

Bald eagles eat whatever they can find. But, 

mostly they eat fish. Some of their favorite meals are 

trout and salmon. To catch fish, bald eagles swoop 

down over the water and grab the fish with their feet, 

called talons. If the fish is too heavy for the eagle to 

carry, it might have to swim in the water. Many eagles 

aren’t able to swim very well. Sometimes, bald eagles 

will steal their food from other birds that are smaller. 

At about five years old, bald eagles find mates. 

They pick partners as their mates for life. Sometimes, if 

the pair cannot have a baby, they will find new partners. 

Babies are hatched from eggs in their nests, which are 

made from twigs and branches. Nests are usually in 

trees near open water. Mother and father eagles will 

take turns watching the eggs while the mate finds food 

or adds on to the nest. 

The bald eagle is also an important symbol of 

the United States of America. It is known as the national 

bird of the United States. In 1782, the Continental 

Congress named the bald eagle as the national bird. Ben 

Franklin once wrote that he thought that it was a bad 

choice. He said the bald eagle was too cowardly to 

symbolize the nation. Instead, he suggested the turkey. 

Today, the bald eagle appears on official seals of the 

United States on the backs of several coins. It was on 

the back of the quarter until 1999, with its head turned 

towards an olive branch.  

The bald eagle used to be a common sight in 

the United States. But, over the nation’s history, this 

eagle’s population has slowly decreased. This decrease 

is due to hunting and the use of pest spray by farmers. 

Many farmers used to spray DDT to reduce pests on 

their crops. This spray, when breathed by eagles, made 

them unable to have babies. Fortunately, the bald eagle 

population has begun to increase since DDT was 

banned as a pest spray.  The bald eagle was officially 

removed from the list of endangered species in 1995. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why might bald eagles 

move their nests so often? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Why might eagles be poor 

swimmers?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(3) Why would the location 

near water be important?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(4) Summarize the selection 

of the bald eagle as the 

national bird.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) Why might the future of 

the bald eagle be safer than 

that of other endangered 

species?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Summarize 

  

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 
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“The Ibex” Comprehension Worksheet #3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

An ibex is a wild goat. Ibexes have big, long 

horns that turn behind their heads. The horns have spiky 

bumps on them. Their fur is very short, and not shaggy 

like a dog’s fur. As the weather warms, the fur gets 

darker. Ibexes are about five feet long and three feet 

high. They weigh about as much as two people put 

together.  

Ibexes live in the mountains. They are found in 

Europe, Asia, and Africa. Their homes are made in the 

rocks. Ibexes have very hard feet, so they can walk on 

rocks all day long. Some even live in snowy mountains, 

where it’s very cold. Mostly, they like to stay in the 

shade of trees in the daytime.  

Ibexes are herbivores, so they eat only plants. In 

the daytime, when it is warm, they search for food. 

They usually eat leaves from trees that grow in their 

natural habitat. Many ibexes also search for fruit to eat. 

However, fruit is less common in some of their grazing 

areas. Although ibexes are plant eaters, this does not 

mean that they are less dangerous to humans. Ibexes 

dislike being near humans and will sometimes attack. 

The main animal that hunts for ibexes is the leopard. 

Ibexes live in two different groups. Groups are 

made up of about ten to twenty ibexes. Males make up 

one group, and females and babies make up the other. 

Males fight each other to establish power in their groups 

and to win females as their mates. The most powerful 

male ibexes avoid each other and do not fight. This 

helps them avoid serious injury. 

Ibexes are known for their charging abilities 

when they attack predators. Ibexes put down their heads 

and butt into their predators. Although younger ibexes 

often fight, they avoid hurting each other. In fact, much 

of their fighting involves circling and pretend charges, 

which are called mock charges.  

Ibexes used to be the subjects of many game 

hunts. The handsome male heads were prized by 

hunters, and many of these heads were stuffed by 

taxidermists and then displayed in the homes of big 

game hunters. They were also hunted because of the 

medicinal properties of various parts of their bodies. 

However, the advancement of modern medicine has 

stopped most of the hunting of ibexes for their 

medicinal value. About ten thousand ibexes still live 

today in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why might the fur get 

darker as the weather warms? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) How would hard feet be 

helpful for walking on rocks?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(3) Why might fruit be hard 

to find in the ibex habitat?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(4) Why do ibexes separate 

into two groups?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) Summarize why ibexes 

were hunted so often.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Summarize 

  

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 
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“The Okapi” Comprehension Worksheet #4  

The okapi looks like a mix of zebra and giraffe. 

These animals have dark backs. On their legs, they have 

white stripes. These stripes make them look like zebras. 

Their bodies look like small giraffes. But, they do not 

have very long necks. Their ears are big and pointy, and 

their tongues are long, too. Okapis have short horns that 

are covered by skin. 

These animals like to live in large areas away 

from towns. They can be found only in the middle of 

Africa in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Most 

okapi live in the mountains and forests. They leave 

scents to mark their territories. Males protect their land, 

but they allow females to walk through it to find food. 

Okapi are strange eaters. They are herbivores, 

so they eat tree leaves, grass, and fungi. But, they also 

have been known to eat charcoal from burnt trees! Also, 

they commonly eat red clay from the ground near 

streams or rivers. Along with plants, charcoal, and clay, 

they eat fruit and berries. Okapi spend most of their day 

eating and searching for food. When they find food, 

they chew it, spit it out, and chew it again. This helps 

their weak digestive system. 

Female okapi give birth to a single baby, called 

a calf. Babies are fed by their mothers and they grow 

quickly. Only thirty minutes after they are born, okapi 

can stand up and walk around. Mothers leave their 

babies during the day. They return at night to feed them. 

In zoos, okapi live for about thirty years. But, no one 

knows how long they live in the wild. 

Although they generally live alone, Okapi have 

ways of communicating with each other. They make 

different sounds that zoologists are able to identify. One 

sound, called a chuff, is made when one okapi meets 

another. The bleat is used when an okapi calf is 

separated from its mother and put into danger. 

The forests of the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo are threatened by people eager for their rich 

natural resources. As a result, okapi are losing their 

territory. Okapi are not only threatened by loggers, 

miners, and farmers, but they are also threatened by 

illegal hunters, called poachers, who hunt them for their 

valuable skins. The okapi population is currently 

classified as “near threatened” by extinction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(1) From their description, do 

okapi seem like they would 

be predators? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) How do the okapi eating 

habits explain why they like 

to live in large areas away 

from towns?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(3) Why don’t scientists 

know how long they live in 

the wild?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(4) What other types of 

communication would be 

important? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) Summarize the reasons 

the okapi is threatened.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 
Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Mule” Comprehension Worksheet #5  

Mules are babies, born from donkey and horse 

parents. They have short, thick heads. They have long 

pointy ears. Mules have a short mane, like most horses. 

They come in all shapes and sizes. Some mules can 

grow to weigh as much as six humans! Mules have 

small, strong hooves. 

Most of the mules in the world are in China. In 

that country, mules are used for riding. Mules are also 

used for pulling carts. Many other mules are found in 

Mexico, South America, and North Africa. Mules live 

mostly on farms with people. There are only a few wild 

mules and many of these animals live in California. 

They were lost during the California Gold Rush of the 

1850s and have survived in foothill canyons ever since.  

The mule’s owner can purchase food for mules 

at any farm store. Mules have the same diets as horses 

and donkeys. However, they need less protein than 

horses. Their favorite snacks are hay or other dried 

grasses. Mules need lots of fresh, clean water. But, if 

they drink too much, they can have serious problems. 

Mule owners need to control their food and drink levels. 

Since mules come from two different parent 

animals, they are called hybrids. Most mules are sterile. 

This means that they cannot produce any babies. But, 

some mules have been able to have babies. Mule babies 

are called foals. If a female mule and a male horse are 

the parents, then the foal is mostly horse-like. A male 

donkey produces a mostly donkey-like foal. 

Mules are intelligent animals. They can endure 

hardship and severe conditions, which is why they are 

commonly used for transportation and farm work. 

Mules are stubborn if treated harshly. Horses will 

forgive their owners for treating them poorly, but mules 

generally will not. Mules are very proud animals. When 

treated well by their owners, mules are usually very 

friendly. They will bond and work well with people 

who treat them decently. 

The number of mules in the world is increasing. 

Endangered animal agencies have rated the mule of “no 

concern” for extinction. In China, where there is the 

densest population, mules are still bred daily. The mule 

population is even increasing in industrialized nations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) What advantages might 

the mix of donkey and horse 

produce? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Why are most of the 

mules found in those areas?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) How would mule owners 

need to plan ahead for 

additional mules?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) Why do mules respond as 

they do to the different ways 

in which they are treated? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) Summarize the status of 

the overall world population 

of mules.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Rooster” Comprehension Worksheet #6 
                   

 

Roosters are male chickens. There are many 

types of roosters. They come in a variety of colors: 

brown, white, black, and red. Roosters have red combs 

on the top of their heads. They have yellow beaks. They 

have black feathers on their tails. Below their eyes, 

roosters have a white spot. Their thin legs and feet are 

gray or black. 

Most roosters live on farms. In fact, chickens live 

in all areas of the world. But, most of them live in China 

and the United States. Most chicken owners keep their 

chickens in coops. A coop is a walled or screened shack 

designed for chickens. Coops keep roosters warm 

during the winter and cool in the summertime. Female 

chickens, called hens, even have built-in nesting spots 

in many coops. 

Most roosters are fed by their owners. Their diet 

is made up of insects, worms, slugs, and snails. 

However, they also eat plants, fruit, seeds, acorns, and 

other foods. Roosters can find their own food if the 

owner wishes. But, they must have a lot of room to 

search for their food.  

Farmers chiefly keep chickens for their eggs; 

however, some chicken farmers raise hens and roosters 

for their meat. The job of the rooster is to protect the 

nest and the hens. Usually, there is one rooster who is in 

charge of a group of other roosters and hens. The head 

rooster wins this position through fighting or pretend-

fighting. 

Throughout history, roosters have been used in 

“cock fights.” People organize fights between roosters 

and bet on the winner. Roosters that are used in cock 

fights are specially bred and trained for strength. 

Although cock fighting is a traditional sporting event in 

nearly every part of the world, most Americans 

considered it to be animal cruelty. In fact, cock fighting 

is illegal in forty-nine states in the United States. Some 

community and state laws allow sentencing for up to 

three years in prison for those convicted of this crime. 

World-wide, thousands of birds are killed or hurt every 

year in cock fights.  

Roosters are domesticated animals. They have 

no threat of extinction. The number of chickens 

worldwide continues to increase. In fact, chickens are 

the world’s largest group of domesticated birds. With a 

population of over eight billion, there are more chickens 

than humans on earth! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why are coops important 

to raising chickens? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Why would roosters that 

feed themselves need a lot of 

room?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) What other animals fight 

for leadership of their group?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(4) Summarize the arguments 

of those opposed to cock 

fighting.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

(5) Predict what will happen 

in the future to the world 

population of chickens.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Woodpecker” Comprehension Worksheet #7                                
                   

 

Woodpeckers are some of the loudest birds 

around. Not all woodpeckers look the same. Most have 

two toes on the front of their feet and two on the back. 

Their tongues are long enough to curl all the way 

around their heads. Woodpeckers have strong pointed 

beaks. Their bottom tail feathers are strong and stiff. 

Most woodpeckers weigh only about one pound. 

These birds can be found all over the world. 

They live in wooded areas everywhere but in Australia. 

Their homes are often made in the tops of trees in 

forests. Most woodpeckers will make holes in trees with 

their beaks to build their nests. Some will find holes and 

use them. Different types of woodpeckers like different 

trees. But, many woodpeckers prefer cypress trees and 

redwoods. 

A woodpecker’s daily diet consists of different 

foods depending on the type of woodpecker. Common 

foods include insects, fruits, and nuts. Like many birds, 

woodpeckers enjoy eating worms. Woodpeckers are 

mainly omnivores. They use their beaks to hit bark on 

trees to expose bugs (ants and beetles, usually) which 

they then eat. Some woodpeckers have been found to 

eat sap from trees. Others eat mostly acorns. 

Female woodpeckers produce about four babies 

each season. Males and females work together to dig 

holes out of trees to provide a nest for their babies. 

Babies remain in their eggs for about two weeks until 

they hatch. When they hatch, they are blind and do not 

have any feathers. One parent goes out and finds food to 

bring back to the nest, while the other stays behind to 

protect the eggs. Babies usually leave the nest after 

about thirty days. 

Woodpeckers are known for their repetitive 

tapping on tree trunks to expose insects from tree bark. 

Some species tap on trees to communicate or attract 

other woodpeckers. Woodpeckers can tap more than ten 

thousand times a day! They are usually not very 

protective of their territory. 

The population of woodpeckers is generally not 

considered to be threatened, but their habitat in some 

areas has been reduced due to woodcutting and 

deforestation. Two species of these birds are considered 

officially endangered by the government. Still, the 

overall woodpecker population is balanced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why aren’t woodpeckers 

found in Australia? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) How do the physical 

features of woodpeckers help 

them get the foods they eat? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(3)  Summarize the 

relationship between the male 

and female woodpecker. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (4) Why are woodpeckers 

considered to be some of the 

loudest birds on earth?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (5) Why would many think 

that woodpeckers are pests? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Cow” Comprehension Worksheet #8  

Cows have many uses. Farmers raise cows for 

different reasons. Some raise cows for their meat. 

Others raise cows for their dairy products. Cows come 

in many different colors. Cows can be brown, white, or 

black. Male cows are called bulls, and they have horns. 

Female cows are gentle. Bulls can be mean and 

dangerous. 

Almost every place in the world has cows.  

Cows live in grassy meadows or on farms. There are 

some wild cows left in the world. These wild cows are 

in Midwestern America, India, and Africa. Wild cows 

are not the same as farm cows. Still, most cows live on 

farms, not in the wild. 

Cows on farms are fed based on their use. Beef 

cows are fed differently from dairy cows. A beef cow is 

fed corn, grain, and grasses. Farmers feed these cows a 

large amount of protein. Dairy cows need large amounts 

of fiber. Dairy cows provide milk and cream. Cows 

have very large stomachs that are divided into four 

parts. Each part has a different job in digesting food. 

Usually, only older cows are used to make clothes. 

Their hides (the outer layers of cow skins) are dried into 

leather. 

Baby cows are called calves. Some calves die at 

birth, because they are so large. Older cows have less 

problems giving birth than do young cows. Calves are 

nursed by their mothers for about ninety days. Adult 

cows like to stay in groups with each other. Bulls 

usually stay by themselves. 

Cows require a lot of care from farmers. Cow 

hooves have to be trimmed by farmers once or twice 

each year. The hair at the end of a cow’s tail (called the 

switch) must be frequently cleaned and trimmed. In the 

winter, cows are kept inside at night to protect them 

from the cold in most climates. Additionally, cows 

require a lot of fresh hay on which to sleep. They spend 

40-50% of their day lying down. Cows take several 

naps throughout the day. 

In India, most people follow the religion of 

Hinduism. Hindus believe that cows are sacred animals. 

Hindus do not eat them and cows are free to roam about 

the countryside. Worldwide, cows are certainly not 

endangered animals. There are over 1.3 billion cows 

still in the world today. That number is almost equal to 

one cow for every six people on earth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(1) What other animals have 

mean or dangerous males? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Why are there few wild 

cows left in the world?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Why would only older 

cows be used for their hides?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (4) Summarize the 

difficulties in raising cows. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) Why are cows not likely 

to become endangered 

animals?  

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Koi” Comprehension Worksheet #9  

Koi fish are freshwater fishes and are kept by 

many as pets. Koi come in many different colors. Most 

of them are orange. Koi have eyes on both sides of their 

heads. Behind their eyes, they have gills. These gills 

help them breathe under water. On their backs, they 

have a fin. 

The koi fish are related to carps. Carps come 

from the Caspian Sea in Europe. Colored koi fish were 

first discovered in Japan. Today, they live everywhere 

in the world. They are mostly kept as pets, but some 

have been released into the wild. People like keeping 

koi because of their bright colors. Many people have 

built koi ponds to enjoy these fish. 

Koi will eat many different foods if they are 

available. Koi owners usually feed them fish food from 

the store. However, they may feed their fish with some 

live foods. These foods include worms, prawns, 

tadpoles, and frogs. Some live foods, like insects, are 

dangerous for koi to eat. Owners can also feed their koi 

fish brown bread and lettuce. But, owners need to be 

careful because there are foods that they can’t digest. 

Sometimes, male koi will bully females. If this 

happens, an owner must separate the two. After the 

babies, called fry, are born, they will find a place to 

hide. After two or three days of growing, the newborn 

koi fish will start swimming up to the surface of the 

water. The fry need to be fed and treated differently by 

their owner to help their growth. 

Koi require a constant, good filtration system 

for the water in which they swim and live. Adding 

simple tap water to their habitat could even kill the fish. 

Tap water is filled with chlorine and other chemicals 

that may have negative effects on koi fish. Koi habitats 

must have water that has the right texture (hardness or 

softness), temperature, sunshine, and chemicals. It is 

recommended that new koi owners read information 

about creating a home for their fishes before bringing 

their fish home. 

Since koi are domesticated water animals, they 

are not threatened by extinction. The population of koi 

in the world is increasing steadily as the demand for 

these beautiful colored fishes grows. Humans have 

destroyed some koi that have been released into the 

wild, because they pollute the water around them, 

making it undrinkable for livestock. However, large 

amounts of money have been spent to try to destroy 

these wild populations of koi, and those operations have 

been largely unsuccessful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why are koi fish popular 

as pets? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

(2)  What problems might 

result by releasing koi fish 

into the wild? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) What special equipment 

would be necessary to raise 

both male and female koi? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) Summarize the special 

care that pet koi require. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (5) What other animals have 

a negative impact on a 

habitat? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Hawk” Comprehension Worksheet #10 
                   

 

The hawk is a large, powerful bird. One type of 

hawk is the red-tailed hawk. These birds are mostly 

brown in color. Their feathers have two different colors: 

light and dark brown. Red-tailed hawks are known for 

their bright red tails. They are slightly larger than 

common house cats. Their claws are called talons. They 

are very sharp. 

Red-tailed hawks fly all over the world. Most of 

them live in North and South America. These hawks 

like to live in many different places. Some live in 

forests and some in fields. They live in deserts and 

cities, too. Red-tailed hawks are often seen on telephone 

poles. Where there are trees, there are also red-tailed 

hawks.  

These hawks are birds of prey. That means that 

they usually hunt for food while flying. They do not 

have three meals a day. They mostly feed on small 

animals. They like rabbits, snakes, and rats. But, they 

also eat fish and other birds. When hunting, they fly 

high in the air and look down. As soon as they see food, 

they swoop down quickly and grab it with their talons.  

Red-tailed hawks can have babies when they are 

two years old. They have partners that they stay with for 

many years. When a partner dies, the hawk will seek a 

new one. Hawks remain in the same nest for many 

years. Each spring, female red-tailed hawks lay one to 

three eggs. They protect these eggs from owls and other 

birds. 

Humans have often used red-tailed hawks in 

falconry–the sport of using birds to hunt game. Hunters 

have trained these hawks to track down game such as 

squirrels, rabbits, and ducks. And, they have even been 

trained to work with dogs in hunting. When a hawk 

catches its prey, the trainer will then locate the bird and 

trade its catch for a piece of ready-to-eat meat. There 

are very few falconers today. It can be a very dangerous 

sport. 

In the United States alone, there are about one 

million red-tailed hawks. Animal rights activists state 

that the number of hawks has decreased due to 

deforestation–the cutting down of forests. However, as 

more national parks have opened, the hawk population 

has risen greatly. Red-tailed hawks are not main targets 

of bird-hunters, even though the hawks have been 

known to hunt small farm animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) From the description, 

what might the red-tail hawks 

eat? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Why do red-tailed hawks 

like to sit on high places? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) How is the element of 

surprise the red-tail hawk’s 

greatest hunting strategy?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) What other animals are 

used to hunt?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) Summarize the current 

status of the red-tail hawk 

population.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Ermine” Comprehension Worksheet #11 
                   

 

The ermine is also called the short-tailed weasel. 

Ermines weigh less than one pound. In the summer, 

their coats are brown. Their stomachs are white. But, 

when it turns cold, their coats turn white. Ermines have 

long necks and bodies, but short legs. Their heads are 

shaped like triangles with two pink ears. 

Ermines live in Canada, Alaska, Europe, and 

Asia. They like to live in cold places. Ermines find 

rocks to live by. They make lots of homes in between 

the rocks. In fall, ermines shed their brown coats. Their 

white coats let them match the snow in the winter. If 

they cannot be seen, they cannot be eaten! 

Ermines are carnivores. Mostly, they eat rabbits. 

With their sharp teeth, they are able to catch prey much 

bigger than themselves. But, they also like to eat rodents 

and small insects. During wintertime, ermines will use 

their sharp claws to dig under snow. Under the snow, 

they can often find food to eat. They also use their 

claws for burying their food. 

Male ermines become adults at one year of age. 

Females become adults much faster, at only two months 

of age. Females have ten to thirteen babies every year. 

Baby ermines weigh only about as much as a coin! At 

eight weeks of age, the mother teaches them how to 

hunt. After that, females leave their mothers. Males stay 

with their mothers until the next spring. Males never 

help raise any of the babies. Ermines live for about four 

to seven years. They live, eat, and hunt on their own. 

However, they sometimes communicate with each other 

through scents. Ermines have an excellent sense of 

smell. 

In colonial history, ermines were once used as 

furs for coats. The Kings and Queens of England often 

wore ermine on their robes. The ermine was known as a 

symbol of purity in Europe, because of its bright white 

color. Ermine fur was only harvested in the winter, 

when the ermine was totally white and had shed its 

brown coat from summer. Even today, in some areas of 

Japan, the ermine is considered a symbol of good luck, 

because of its friendly appearance. 

Today, ermine fur is still popular. In some 

countries, an ermine coat is just as prized as is a mink 

coat. Ermines are not close to extinction. The 

Endangered Species List rates them as “not a concern.” 

In fact, they spread quite quickly and ermines are even 

overpopulated in parts of Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why might the ermine 

coats turn white in the 

winter? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) What other animals hunt 

for prey larger than 

themselves?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(3) Summarize the ermine 

family relationships.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (4) Why does the white fur 

of the ermine symbolize 

purity?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (5) Why are ermine coats so 

expensive, when there are so 

many of these animals? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Armadillo” Comprehension Worksheet #12 
                   

 

Armadillos are made to dig. They have short, 

strong legs. These legs are good for finding food. Most 

armadillos have bony plates on their tails. Armadillos 

also have shells on their backs. They are mostly brown, 

and they have short pointy ears. 

Armadillos are about the same length as 

common house cats. Armadillos live all over America. 

They mostly live near rivers or lakes. They like to dig 

holes for their homes. Armadillos often stay in the 

shade under trees. But, they also like to stay under the 

homes of people. Some armadillos will make their home 

underneath your house or in your backyard. 

Armadillos are omnivores, since they do eat 

some dead birds. However, they mostly eat plants and 

bugs, instead of meat. Their diet consists mainly of ants, 

beetles, and worms. They do not have very sharp teeth, 

so most of what they eat must be very easy to chew. 

Armadillos do have sharp claws, and they dig for bugs. 

Also, they use these claws to tear apart rotten wood to 

search for ants. Armadillos can eat up to 40,000 ants in 

one meal! 

Female armadillos give birth to their babies in 

nests. These nests are usually dug into the ground for 

protection. Once per year, female armadillos get 

pregnant and lay just one egg. From this egg hatches 

four baby armadillos. All the babies look the same. 

These armadillos will usually live to be ten to fifteen 

years old. Most of the time, armadillos like to live by 

themselves. Sometimes, they will meet to find food. 

Armadillos call out to each other with grunting noises. 

Armadillos like to swim, and they are quite 

talented at it. They usually use their arms and legs to 

dog paddle through lakes or streams. Armadillos can 

also go underwater, if they want. They can hold their 

breath for four to six minutes at a time. And, because 

their heavy shell makes it hard for them to float, they 

breathe air into their bodies to stay afloat, just like 

inflating a raft.  

Unfortunately, most species of armadillos are 

endangered. Only one species seems to be increasing in 

number–the nine-banded armadillo. Many armadillos 

are dying off because of people. As people populate 

more and more land, armadillos are losing their natural 

habitats. Also, the pets that people bring with them to 

live in the armadillo habitats present problems. 

Sometimes dogs have been known to kill these 

interesting creatures. Still, there are many nine-banded 

armadillos left in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why do many people 

consider armadillos to be 

pests? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Summarize the 

importance of the armadillo 

claws.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Predict when armadillos 

might “call out to each 

other.”  

________________________ 

________________________ 

(4) Why might their 

swimming ability be 

important for these animals?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (5) How does increasing 

human population affect the 

habitats of other animals?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 
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“The Orca” Comprehension Worksheet #13  

The orca is also called the killer whale. An orca 

is a black and white dolphin. Orcas have white chests 

and sides. They also have white spots above their eyes. 

The rest of the body is black. Each orca has a large fin 

on its back. Orcas are very large. One killer whale  

can be as long as two cars! Their great size makes them 

very strong.   

Killer whales can be found all over the world. In 

fact, killer whales live in all five oceans. They also live 

in some seas. Orcas like cold water more than warm 

water. They have even been known to swim under ice! 

Each season, orcas swim to different places. But, every 

year, they come back to the same places during summer. 

Orcas are known as the “wolves of the sea.” 

They are called wolves, because they hunt in packs. A 

killer whale’s diet is mainly made up of large salmon. 

But, orcas have been known to eat other water animals 

too. Some of their prey includes tuna, sharks, octopuses, 

and reptiles. Rarely, orcas will eat mammals. They have 

also been known to eat seals, sea lions, and other 

whales. Some have even been seen eating blue whales, 

which are the largest animals on earth. Orcas eat up to 

500 pounds of food each day! 

At fifteen years of age, female orcas become 

adults. Mothers have a single baby, called a calf, once 

every five years. Nearly half of all newborn calves die 

before turning one year old. Orcas live in large groups 

called pods. These groups each have their own 

language, which is different than that of other pods. 

Orca speech sounds like loud screaming. Killer whales 

hunt with their groups and share food with each other. 

Pods of orcas have been known to travel with each other 

during hunting.  

Throughout history, commercial whaling–the 

business of killing whales for food, blubber, and oil–has 

been common. This whaling has reduced the orca 

population significantly. Additionally, orcas have been 

shot or even bombed by some governments, because 

orcas are such good hunters that they compete with 

commercial fishermen and reduce the supply of fish to 

catch. 

The intelligence, trainability, and beauty of orcas 

have made them popular attractions at many zoos and 

wildlife exhibits. Orcas are not listed as endangered or 

threatened, although, numbers have declined in some 

parts of the world. The orca population especially 

thrives in the Antarctic ocean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(1) Why do the orcas swim so 

far? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) What other animals hunt 

in packs?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Summarize the pod and 

family relationships of the 

orca. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) Why don’t governments 

support the orcas, rather than 

fishermen?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) Predict the future of orcas 

in zoos and in the wild.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Anteater” Comprehension Worksheet #14 
                   

 

The anteater is a strange looking animal. A giant 

anteater’s body is very long. It is about as long as a 

person’s body. Giant anteaters have long, rough hair 

and a dark, bushy tail. Some giant anteaters are brown, 

while others are gray. All giant anteaters have a black 

stripe. They also have a very long tongue, which they 

use to catch bugs to eat. 

Giant anteaters live in grasslands and rain 

forests. They are mostly from South America. They also 

live in North America, too. They find their food in wet 

forest areas. They spend the whole day searching for 

food. They make their home in a hole at the bottom of a 

tree or in a hollow log. Giant anteaters can live near 

people or away from them. 

Searching on the ground or in logs, giant 

anteaters find and eat a variety of insects. Their favorite 

foods are ants and termites. Giant anteaters can eat 

thousands of insects in just a few minutes! These 

anteaters can smell their food from far away. Since they 

do not have any teeth, they use rocks in their mouths to 

break down their food. Giant anteaters have sticky 

tongues that allow them to pick up many insects at once. 

They do not destroy the insects’ habitat so that they can 

come back again another time. 

In the autumn season, giant anteaters find mates. 

After about six months, baby anteaters are born. Giant 

anteaters only have one baby at a time. For the first year 

of their lives, baby giant anteaters will ride on their 

mothers’ backs. Then, after a few months, baby 

anteaters will start leaving their mothers for short trips. 

Eventually, after about two years, they will leave their 

mothers and live on their own. 

Some anteaters are active in the day while 

sleeping at night, but others are just the opposite. They 

are light sleepers and they will wake up at the slightest 

sound around them. They protect themselves from 

predators with their powerful claws. One of their worst 

predators is the jaguar. 

Humans are by far the biggest threat to the wild 

giant anteater population. As humans continue to 

expand their habitat by destroying forests and 

constructing buildings, the giant anteater population 

decreases. They are considered vulnerable to 

extinction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why do anteaters have to 

spend so much time looking 

for food? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) How would rocks help 

break down food?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Why do people allow 

anteaters to live in their 

habitats?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(4) Summarize the mother-

baby relationship of 

anteaters.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

(5) What other animals’ wet 

forest habitats have been 

threatened by humans?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Elephant” Comprehension Worksheet #15 
                   

 

Elephants are the biggest land animals. They 

have huge trunks. They use these to eat and drink. 

Under an elephant’s trunk are tusks. Tusks look like 

big, white bananas. They help elephants dig and fight. 

An elephant’s skin is mostly gray or brown. They have 

large floppy ears on the sides of their heads. 

Elephants live in Africa and Asia. African 

elephants have large ears, while Indian elephants have 

small ears. Elephants live in places with a lot of grasses, 

trees, and shrubs. They also live by ponds and lakes. 

Sometimes they walk for miles to find food and water. 

Many elephants live in zoos throughout the world. 

Elephants are herbivores. They spend about 

sixteen hours every day finding food! Most of their diet 

is made up of grasses. Other foods include leaves, 

bamboo, twigs, and fruit. They even eat flowers. 

Elephants use their trunks to pull food from trees or 

from the ground. They can eat up to 300 pounds of food 

in just one day! They usually drink water once or twice 

a day, but some elephants will even go three days before 

taking a drink. 

Elephant family groups are made up of females 

and their babies. The babies are called calves. The 

family groups are called herds and can be as small as 

three or four or as large as twenty-five. Females without 

babies usually follow mother elephants and help them. 

This prepares the females to be good mothers. Young 

males leave the herd between ages ten and thirteen. 

Older females in the herd protect young calves from 

other animals. 

Elephants are some of the most intelligent land 

animals. In fact, they have the largest brains of any 

living animal in the world, even whales. According to 

researchers, elephants are able to express human-like 

feelings, such as compassion and grief. Elephants are 

very similar to humans. They are the only animals 

known to have a ceremony when a fellow elephant 

dies. When an elephant is hurt, others will band together 

to help it. Elephants also have excellent memories and 

they have even been known to use plants to heal 

themselves. 

Since the beginning of time, elephants have been 

threatened by humans. Alexander the Great and 

Hannibal used them in war to defeat their enemies. In 

recent years, elephants have been illegally hunted for 

their ivory tusks. The elephant population is officially 

endangered. There are only about half of a million left 

in the world today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Summarize where 

elephants live. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Why would elephants 

have to walk for miles to find 

food and water?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) How do males relate to 

the herd?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) What human-like 

characteristics do elephants 

have? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) How will the elephants 

respond to increasing human 

population and deforestation? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 
Summarize 

  

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Re-think 
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“The Iguana” Comprehension Worksheet #16 
                   

 

Iguanas are types of lizards. They are about five 

feet long with their tails. These animals are green or 

grayish-green. Their skin is rough. They have plenty of 

bumps on their backs. Green iguanas have long fingers 

and claws to help them climb. These animals look 

heavy, but they are not. They are quite fast. Their teeth 

are sharp and strong. 

These iguanas are mainly from South America. 

But, they also can be found in Mexico and Florida. 

They usually live near water, and they often climb in 

trees. They can fall from the top of a very tall tree and 

land without being hurt. Green iguanas use their claws 

to hook onto trees.  

Green iguanas are mainly herbivores. They feed 

on flowers, leaves, and fruits. The plum is one of the 

favorite foods of the green iguana. Although green 

iguanas mainly eat plants, they also have been seen 

eating mice, dead fish, and insects. Some wild green 

iguanas have even been known to eat bird eggs. Baby 

iguanas have a different diet than full-grown iguanas.  

Iguanas usually prefer to live alone. However, 

they can be found living in groups in sunny areas. Green 

iguanas lay about fifty eggs at a time. They lay all their 

eggs in a hole they dig in the ground called a burrow. 

Sometimes, they dig more burrows than they use to 

trick animals that may want to eat their eggs. After a 

female iguana lays her eggs, she never returns to the 

hole. The eggs hatch by themselves, and the babies will 

grow up without parents. Only about five iguanas 

survive each batch of eggs.  

Many people in the United States and Mexico 

want to have iguanas for pets, but iguanas are difficult 

to keep and care for. These animals are considered to be 

exotic pets, because they are unusual and require special 

treatment. Because of increasing demand, hunting for 

iguanas can be very profitable, though some states 

prohibit iguana hunting altogether. Now, more and 

more iguanas are being raised on iguana farms to sell as 

pets. 

In South America, some people have other uses 

for iguanas. These people, mostly living in remote 

rainforest locations, actually eat green iguanas. Those 

that eat these lizards refer to iguanas as “bamboo 

chickens” or “chickens of the trees.” However, iguanas 

are not part of the normal diet in most South American 

households. The overall green iguana population is 

healthy and in balance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Summarize the 

appearance of iguanas. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

(2) What other animals are 

good tree climbers? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Why might only five out 

of fifty iguana eggs survive?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) Why would iguanas be 

difficult to care for?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) Why are iguana farms 

increasing in number?   

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Connect 
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Predict 

 

 

 

 

Summarize 
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“The Otter” Comprehension Worksheet #17  

The otter lives on land and in fresh or saltwater. 

Otters have long, slim bodies. Their arms and legs are 

very short. Most otters have sharp claws on their feet. 

Their tails are strong and long. They have two layers of 

fur. The top layer is hard and thick. Under that is a 

softer, thinner layer. This fur keeps otters warm, even in 

cold water. Otters have a lot of hair, making their fur 

very dense.  

There are thirteen different types of otters in the 

world. They live almost everywhere. Otters live by 

rivers, creeks, seas, and oceans. Some even live in 

swamps! Fresh water otters spend most of their time on 

land. They use small holes in trees or rocks for homes. 

But, sea otters do not go on land very much. Sea otters 

use plants to sleep on when they are in the water.  

Otters eat mostly fish. However, they also eat 

lobsters, clams, shrimp, and mice. Some otters have 

become experts at opening clams and shellfish.  Rarely, 

otters will eat small land animals or birds. Otters are 

very active hunters. The normal otter will hunt for about 

three to four hours a day. Nursing mothers will hunt up 

to eight hours a day! Many otters will catch their food 

using their teeth, but some use their claws.  

Most otters start having babies at about five 

years of age. But, otters in Africa can start having 

babies at just one year old! Most otters are pregnant for 

about two months, except sea otters. For sea otters, 

pregnancy lasts about six months. Otters have babies 

each year. Otters ferociously defend their babies against 

any attacks. Female otters feed their babies for about six 

months before the babies begin to hunt for themselves.  

Otters use their mouths to produce sounds and 

communicate with each other. Giant otters are the 

loudest of all the species. Researchers have identified a 

wide variety of otter calls. Otters also communicate by 

scent. At the bottom of their tails, they have openings 

that send out their scent.  

Although there are still many otters, they are 

generally considered as vulnerable to extinction. Many 

zoo parks have rescued and rehabilitated otters, 

especially sea otters. Efforts to reintroduce otters into 

the wild in Alaska, Washington, and California have 

been very successful. Still, the otter population remains 

threatened by fish shortages, human destruction of 

habitat, and water pollution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Summarize the variety 

within the otter species. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Why would nursing 

mothers have to hunt more?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) What is the relationship 

between mother and baby 

otters.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) What other animals have 

similar communication 

techniques as otters?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (5) What will happen to the 

otter?   

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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Connect 

 

 

 

Re-think 
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“The Umbrella Bird” Comprehension Worksheet #18  

The umbrella bird does not carry an umbrella. It 

does live in the rainforests. This bird gets its name from 

its head feathers. These feathers face forward and cover 

its face like an umbrella. Umbrella birds are about 

twelve to eighteen inches long. 

They also have a long piece of skin called  

a wattle that hangs down from their necks. Turkeys 

have wattles like these. But, umbrella birds have even 

bigger ones. Some of these wattles are as long as the 

birds. It’s amazing that the birds do not lose their 

balance when standing on tree branches. The wattles 

help them chirp very loudly. In fact, umbrella birds are 

some of the noisiest birds in the rainforests. 

Most umbrella birds live in Central America and 

in the northern areas of South America. They stay in the 

mountains when they are having babies. They live in the 

tropical rainforest lowlands the rest of the time. They 

make their homes in the tallest trees. This is where most 

of the sunlight is found. 

Umbrella birds are omnivores, so they eat both 

meat and plants. Umbrella birds move up and down the 

trees of the rainforest looking for prey. Once they find 

an animal or large insect, they grab it with their beaks. 

Then, they knock it out by slamming it against a tree 

branch. Finally, they eat it. Umbrella birds will eat 

frogs, lizards, and small rodents. They also like to eat 

fruit.  

Males look for female mates in an interesting 

way. They sit up in a tree all day long. While they sit, 

they use their wattles to make a loud sound. It sounds 

like someone banging on a big metal trash can. The 

females can hear this sound throughout the forest. If 

they are looking for a mate, they can follow the sound 

to where the males are sitting. Then, the female picks 

which male it likes best. 

Umbrella birds are in danger of extinction 

because their habitat is rapidly diminishing. Forests 

are being quickly cleared out in Central America and in 

northern South America to plant crops or graze 

livestock. The actions that people take to expand 

farmland or get more grazing land affect other animals 

and their habitats. It would certainly be a shame to lose 

these interesting umbrella birds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why would one think that 

umbrella birds could lose 

their balance? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Why would umbrella 

birds move to the mountains 

to have babies?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Summarize the hunting 

techniques of the umbrella 

bird?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) What other animal species 

have the female that picks the 

male?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) How will the growing 

deforestation affect the 

umbrella bird population?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Bear” Comprehension Worksheet #19  

Bears are some of the most powerful wild 

animals. Different bears have different colors of fur. 

Brown bears can have brown, blonde, and black fur. 

Their tails are about as long as their heads. Bears are 

very strong. Some bears are big, and some are small.  

Male bears are bigger than females.   

There are few brown bears left in the world. 

They mainly live in Russia and in the United States.  

Brown bears used to live all over, but they were killed 

where humans settled. Brown bears like to live in the 

open country where there are mountains. Others like to 

live in forests. Bears build dens in which to sleep. Dens 

are large holes that bears dig under trees or sometimes 

on the sides of hills. 

Brown bears are omnivores. They eat a variety 

of different plants and meats. They mainly like to eat 

leaves, berries, roots, fungi, and sprouts. But they also 

eat fish, insects, and small mammals like raccoons. 

Brown bears in Yellowstone have been known to eat up 

to 40,000 moths in one day! Occasionally, these bears 

will eat deer or moose. They have been known to break 

into cars and homes to get food as well.  

Over the summer months, brown bears look for 

other brown bears for mates. They remain with the same 

mates from several days to a few weeks. Males compete 

with other males for their partners. Each year, females 

have about one to four babies, called cubs. Cubs are 

born blind, without teeth, and without hair. They remain 

with their mothers for two to four years and learn how 

to hunt, fish, and defend themselves. 

The California State Flag features a large type 

of brown bear called a grizzly. Although, since the early 

1900s, grizzly bears have been extinct in California. 

Grizzly bears were wiped out by organized hunting, 

sponsored and paid for by the California state 

government, because these bears were such a threat to 

humans and livestock. The grizzly habitat did not mix 

well with the human habitat.  

While the brown bear is not a main concern on 

the endangered species list, some sub-species of the 

brown bear are threatened. Specifically, the grizzly bear 

is facing endangerment. Some organizations want to 

reintroduce the bears to their previous habitats in the 

Western United States. One of the largest grizzly 

reserves in the world is Yellowstone National Park in 

Wyoming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why would people kill 

brown bears? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Summarize the brown 

bear’s diet.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) How do mother bears 

train their cubs?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) What other animals do 

not mix well with the human 

habitat? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) How would the grizzly 

bear mix with the human 

habitat if reintroduced today? 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Camel” Comprehension Worksheet #20 
 

 

The camel is a special animal. Camels live in 

some of the driest places on earth. Camels have very 

long necks and large nostrils. They are most famous for 

their humps on their backs. Most camels have just one 

hump, but some have two. They have long, skinny legs 

and very large feet.  

Camels live in the hottest places on earth. 

Those with one hump mostly live in the deserts of 

Africa, Arabia, and Australia. Another type of camel 

with two humps lives only in the Gobi Desert of Asia. 

Most camels are cared for by human owners. People 

ride their camels on the hot desert sand. They also use 

camels to carry things for them. Some people think that 

camels are mean and kick and spit. This is not true. 

Camels are very helpful and smart.  

Camels can last an entire week without eating 

food or drinking water! Camel owners will feed them 

grass, grains, wheat, and oats. The camels slowly digest 

their food. They spit it up and chew it again. Although 

many people think that camels store water in their 

humps, this is not true. The humps are made of fatty 

tissue and this does help camels last longer between 

meals. 

These animals generally live for about thirty to 

forty years. When females are about five years of age, 

they are ready to have babies. Females are pregnant for 

about thirteen months before having their babies. They 

usually have one baby, but can have twins. 

Throughout history, camels have been used in 

warfare because camels can walk lengthy distances 

without growing tired. The first recorded use of camels 

in battle was in 547 B.C. when Cyrus the Great of 

Persia rode camels into battle. But, camels were not 

only used in the military during the ancient times. In 

the mid-nineteenth century, the United States rode 

camels to patrol the California-Mexico border. And, 

recently United Nations peacekeeping troops in Africa 

have been using camels for transportation. 

Most of the world’s camels currently are 

domesticated. However, there are about 900 Bactrian 

(Asian) camels left in the wild. They live in China and 

Mongolia where they are threatened by illegal mining, 

wolves, and hunting. Many efforts to help increase the 

population of wild Asian camels have been made, but 

they have met little success. 
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(1) Summarize how people 

use camels. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Why might people think 

that camels carry water in 

their humps?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Compare the terms of 

pregnancies for camels and 

humans.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

(4) Why are camels still 

practical options for 

transportation?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) What will happen to the 

wild camels in the future?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Dog” Comprehension Worksheet #21  

 Dogs are kept as pets everywhere in the world. 

They are known as “man’s best friends.” Dogs have 

different sizes, shapes, and colors. Big dogs can be as 

big as wolves. Small dogs can be as small as house cats. 

Most dogs have a tail. Some tails are long and straight, 

while others are curly, short, or twisted. 

Different kinds of dogs have different abilities. 

Humans have used dogs to help rescue people. Dogs 

also help the police. Dogs even help to guide the blind. 

They can hunt, herd, and guard. Dogs have very good 

hearing. They can hear four times as far as people. They 

can also smell better than most animals, too. Dogs are 

very useful and helpful to people. 

Unlike most carnivores, dogs don’t just eat meat. 

Besides meat, they eat vegetables, grains, eggs, and 

even milk. Some human food, however, is very 

dangerous to dogs. Chocolate, onions, grapes, raisins, 

and some nuts can hurt dogs. Some plants and flowers 

also can be dangerous to dogs. Dog owners must be 

very careful not to feed their dogs anything that may be 

poisonous to their digestive systems. 

Dogs have been featured in contests and in 

entertainment. Every year, thousands of dogs compete 

in dog agility championships. Hard-working dogs and 

their trainers practice for months on obstacle courses. 

Also, dogs compete in “dog shows.” Dog owners have 

their dogs judged on beauty, grooming, and 

performance in various challenges. Some dogs, such as 

Lassie, have been the stars of television shows and 

movies. 

In the United States and some countries, there is 

a dog overpopulation problem. There are over 73 

million dogs in the United States alone. That is almost 

one dog for every four people! Adult dogs should be 

spayed or neutered to avoid having unwanted puppies. 

Lovable dogs can be adopted from many animal shelters 

at little cost.  

Most of the world’s dogs are owned by humans 

as pets, but there are still some wild packs of dogs in 

Africa and Asia. Some wild species of dogs, like the 

African Wild Dog, face some challenges as humans 

continue to spread into their habitat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Summarize how people 

use dogs. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) How do dog owners need 

to be careful in raising their 

dogs?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Why are dogs especially 

suited to entertain people?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (4) What other pets have 

similar overpopulation 

problems?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 (5) Predict what challenges 

wild dogs will face in the 

future.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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“The Fox” Comprehension Worksheet #22  

There are over twenty types of foxes in the wild. 

Red foxes are one type of fox. They have black ears and 

feet. Their tails are bushy and white at the tip. Some red 

foxes are not red, but most of them are. Red foxes can 

see, smell, and hear better than humans. Even though 

they have short legs, they can run very fast. In winter, 

red foxes grow extra fur to help keep them warm. 

Red foxes are found in many different places. 

They can be found in North America, Europe, Australia, 

and Asia. They mostly live in open grassy areas. Red 

foxes try to hide from humans as much as they can. 

Some red foxes live in forests. Wherever they live, red 

foxes each have their own territories. There, they can 

raise their families and make homes for their babies. 

Foxes are omnivores. Their diet ranges from 

small mammals to birds and fruit. Red foxes’ favorite 

foods are rodents. They like to eat small mice and rats. 

Once they find their prey, it is hard for their prey to 

escape. Red foxes are too fast for most of their victims. 

Sometimes, red foxes will even eat leftover food from 

humans like orange or banana peels. Red foxes hunt 

alone. Once they find food, they do not share it. 

Female red foxes will have about five to six 

babies. The babies are called cubs. Cubs are born blind. 

The red foxes make special homes for their babies 

called dens. Red foxes help their cubs along for the first 

five weeks of their lives. After the cubs are five weeks 

old, they leave their dens. 

Unlike wolves, red foxes do not form packs. 

They mainly stay to themselves. Sometimes, territories 

that are next to each other may overlap, but red foxes 

often fight each other over their territories. Each 

territory has only one male, his mate (or sometimes 

mates), and their cubs. Throughout their territory, red 

fox families build multiple dens. Often, they will take 

over other animals’ dens. The same dens are used by 

each generation of foxes. Red foxes stay in their home 

territories for life. 

The most significant predators of foxes are 

humans, coyotes, and wolves. Humans kill red foxes for 

their furs. Red foxes are important to the ecosystems in 

their habitats, because they control the rodent and rabbit 

populations. Although the red fox population may soon 

decrease due to overhunting in their habitats, as of now 

red foxes are not in danger of extinction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Would foxes be animals 

that hunters would wish to 

hunt? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Explain how red foxes are 

very independent.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) What makes foxes such 

good hunters?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) What other animals are as 

territorial as foxes?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) Summarize the predicted 

future of the fox population.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 658  

“The Goose” Comprehension Worksheet #23 
                   

 

The goose is a medium to large bird. The plural 

of goose is geese. There are many kinds of geese in the                                        

world. One kind is the Canadian goose. Canadian geese 

are beautiful birds. They have gray bodies with white 

chests and chins. Their heads and necks are black. 

Canadian geese like to live close to water. 

Sometimes they move from one place to another. When 

they decide to move, they fly together. They fly in a V-

shape called a wedge. On long flights, the birds change 

places. They do this because the birds in front get tired 

from flying into the wind. It’s easier to fly at the rear of 

the wedge. When they fly, the geese like to honk loudly. 

Canadian geese eat a lot of grass. When they 

eat, they grab the grass in their bills and then jerk their 

heads to tear out the grass. Geese will eat most any 

plant that grows near water, even seaweed! The geese 

also eat wheat, rice, and corn. Of course, this means that 

farmers usually don’t like Canadian geese to visit often.  

When geese are two years old, they look for 

mates. The partners usually stay together all their lives. 

The female lays about six eggs at a time. Both the 

mother and the father guard the nest. Lots of animals 

like to eat their eggs, so they have to watch the eggs 

carefully. The female has to be especially careful, 

because she loses some of her feathers before the eggs 

are hatched, so she can’t fly.  

These geese are generally migratory. This 

means that they lay eggs and hatch their chicks in cold 

climates, but fly south to warmer areas to spend the 

winter. However, for reasons that scientists don’t fully 

understand, many Canadian geese are now remaining in 

the warmer climates all year long. This has created 

problems for some communities because these geese 

have permanently settled anywhere where there is 

water. Golf courses and housing developments with 

small lakes now have the geese as unwanted guests. 

These geese can be very messy and because they 

aggressively defend their territories, they can injure 

people who come too close. 

They used to live only in North America. Now 

they are in Europe, too. Their numbers are growing due 

to the fact that many of their natural predators, such as 

the bald eagle, red fox, and gray wolf are declining. 

When the balance of animals changes in nature, some 

animal populations can grow larger than their habitats 

will allow. This seems to be the case with the 

overpopulation of Canadian geese in some areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why would Canadian 

geese fly in a V-shape 

wedge? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Why don’t farmers want 

Canadian geese on their 

farms?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) What other animals are 

changing their habitats and 

why?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) Why are Canadian geese 

unwanted guests in these 

communities?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) Summarize how an 

imbalance in nature can 

overpopulate animal species.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Summarize 

  

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Predict 
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“The Horse” Comprehension Worksheet #24 
                   

 

Horses are some of the most important animals. 

At the bottom of their four long legs, they have hooves. 

Hooves are like human nails, but stronger and thicker. 

Horses have long necks and long heads. Their necks 

have special hair called a mane. Their eyes are big, so 

they can see all around them. Horses come in many 

different colors.  

People ride horses. They ride them to work on 

cattle ranches. They race them at racetracks. They also 

ride them for fun. Farmers use them to work on farms. 

Better fed horses serve their owners best. Horse owners 

feed their horses freshly cut hay. Some owners feed 

their horses grains such as corn and oats. Riding or 

working horses drink a lot of water. They need clean 

water at all times. 

Wild horses, also called mustangs, live in the 

Western United States, Western Canada, and parts of 

Southern China. Most wild horses live on wide, open 

grasslands and eat grass, flowers, and other plants. 

Other wild horses live in forests. In the winter, when 

grass is not available, they will eat the bark off trees.  

Female horses are pregnant for almost a full year. 

Usually, they have only one baby, called a foal, at a 

time. Horses reach full growth at about four to five 

years of age. In the wild, horses live in groups, under 

the control of one head male and one head female.  

Wild horses are designed to live in rough 

habitats. They usually have shorter backs, fuller manes, 

and lower set tails than horses raised on farms. The 

average horse lives for about twenty years in the wild. 

Since wolves have been eliminated in most areas where 

wild horses live, wild horses face few predators. 

Mountain lions are the exception.  

In 1978, a new federal law in the United States 

required that lands be improved to allow the wild horse 

population to survive. Since then, the wild horse 

population has seen a steady increase of about 15-20% 

more than the previous numbers. In addition, since the 

1970s, over 175,000 wild horses have been tamed and 

adopted by people. At this time, the wild horses in the 

United States and Southern China face no threat of 

extinction. These beautiful animals continue to thrive 

on the farm, on ranches, in riding stables, and now in 

the wild. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) What other animals have 

their eyes set in the same way 

as horses’ eyes? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Summarize how horses 

serve humans. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

(3) How are mustangs 

dependent upon the condition 

of their habitat? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) Predict the future of the 

wild horse population. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) How might federal lands 

have been improved to help 

wild horses better survive?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Jackrabbit” Comprehension Worksheet #25 
                   

 

The jackrabbit is not really a rabbit. It is a hare. 

Jackrabbits don’t make good pets. They are wild 

animals. Rabbits make very good pets. Both do look 

alike. Usually, jackrabbits are a little larger than rabbits.                                       

Jackrabbits are famous for their large, floppy ears. They 

can be brown or white with some black color. They are 

covered in fur. 

Jackrabbits can move very quickly. They run 

very fast. They can run up to 45 miles per hour. They 

also leap very high and far. Their speed and leaping 

help jackrabbits get away from danger sometimes. 

Foxes, coyotes, owls, snakes, hawks, and people like to 

hunt them. They can be a very tasty dinner. 

Jackrabbits live most everywhere in the world. 

They make their homes above ground in simple nests. 

Rabbits live underground in tunnels called burrows. 

Jackrabbits don’t build nests for their babies, but rabbits 

do build nests. Jackrabbit babies are born with complete 

fur and with their eyes open, while rabbit babies have 

no fur and their eyes are closed. 

Jackrabbits are herbivores. This means that they 

only eat plants. They especially enjoy lettuce and other 

vegetables. Jackrabbits can be unwelcome visitors to a 

vegetable garden because they eat so much. Farmers 

keep dogs and cats to scare away the jackrabbits. 

Jackrabbits are most active at night. They look for food 

when it’s dark. During the day, they rest in shady, 

grassy areas. They keep their long ears flat against their 

backs and they crouch low to the ground to avoid being 

seen. 

Many cultures have interesting stories and 

myths about jackrabbits. In some African cultures, 

jackrabbits are considered to be tricksters. This means 

that people think that these hares are smart trouble-

makers that have special powers. Some Africans believe 

that jackrabbits are bad luck. Americans believe that a 

rabbit’s foot is good luck. From the Arabian culture, 

The Tortoise and the Hare is one of Aesop’s most 

famous fables.  

In Eastern cultures, jackrabbits play a huge role 

in literature and myths. The hare is a key animal in the 

Chinese calendar. The “Year of the Rabbit” is actually 

the “Year of the Hare.” The Chinese also see the 

imprint of the jackrabbit in the moon. The shadows of 

the seas on the moon surface do produce an image that 

looks like a jackrabbit. The image certainly looks more 

like a jackrabbit than the “man in the moon.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Summarize the 

differences between 

jackrabbits and rabbits. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) How would a jackrabbit’s 

quickness help it escape from 

danger?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 
 

(3) At what time of day is 

there the greatest danger for 

jackrabbits?  

________________________ 

  

(4) What other animals are 

considered to be tricksters?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) Why would the jackrabbit 

be bad luck in some cultures 

and good luck in other 

cultures?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Kangaroo” Comprehension Worksheet #26 
                   

 

Kangaroos are one of few animals in the wild 

that jump more than they run. Their ears are long and 

pointed. But, kangaroos stand like humans. And, they 

hop like frogs! Their coat is mostly brown with white 

on the bottom. Some even have gray coats. They have 

long, powerful tails. Kangaroos are famous for the 

pouches on their bellies. They carry their babies in 

these pouches. 

In the wild, kangaroos are only found on one 

continent–Australia. Different types of kangaroos live in 

different areas, but mostly they live in grasslands near 

water. Some live in forests and still others live right 

outside of the city!  Recently, the kangaroo habitat has 

increased. 

Like cows, kangaroos must eat their food, spit it 

back up, and then eat it again before they can store it. 

Some kangaroos graze at night, while others graze 

during the middle of the day. Kangaroos mostly eat 

grass and leaves. If they can find green plants that are 

not dead, they do not need to drink water. Kangaroos 

have special teeth that are designed for eating grasses. 

After they wear out, their back teeth fall out and new 

teeth grow in their place. 

Most kangaroos have only one baby, called a 

joey, at a time. The joey is warmed in its mother’s 

pouch and rides comfortably as she hops. At about nine 

months, the joey leaves his mother’s pouch for short 

periods. It stays with its mother for a total of eighteen 

months before fully leaving her. Kangaroos move in 

groups. The groups are made up of one male, several 

females, and their young. Groups can consist of 

hundreds of kangaroos. 

When kangaroos hop around, they use their 

powerful hind legs to push themselves off the ground. 

Their upper legs are strong, too. In fact, there have even 

been boxing events between kangaroos and men. The 

kangaroos always win. Kangaroos are very fast and can 

reach speeds of up to forty miles per hour! Also, when 

kangaroos are moving slowly, they often use their tail as 

an extra leg to help move themselves along.  

Before European settlement in Australia, 

kangaroos were endangered. But, as the Europeans 

prepared lands for farming with added irrigation, the 

kangaroo population grew. Since the massive 

extermination of the kangaroo’s main predator, the 

Tasmanian wolf, kangaroos have even overpopulated 

some areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) What other animals are 

known for their jumping 

ability? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Predict why the kangaroo 

habitat has recently 

increased.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(3) Summarize their group 

and family relationships.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) Why would people 

promote boxing matches 

between kangaroos and men?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) For what two reasons 

have kangaroos increased in 

number?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Lion” Comprehension Worksheet #27  

Lions are the second biggest cats in the wild. 

Mostly, lions are light brown. But, they also come in 

darker colors. Male lions have very large manes. The 

mane is made up of many small dark hairs on the side 

and back of the head. Lions are heavier than two people 

put together, but as fast as cars over short distances! 

In Africa, lions can be found on the savannahs. 

These are the grassy areas with shady trees. Central and 

southern Africa have many savannahs. Lions also live in 

India. Of course, they are very popular zoo animals. In 

America alone, there are hundreds of lions in zoos.  

In the wild, lions eat mainly large animals. 

They like to eat zebras, buffaloes, and even elephants. 

Sometimes, they eat smaller animals or reptiles as well. 

They even might attack livestock (cows) in villages for 

food. Often, lions will steal food from hyenas and 

leopards, after those animals kill their prey. Lions hunt 

in packs and use strategic attacks to kill their food. All 

female lions hunt, but only some male lions will hunt. If 

a male has a mate, he will not hunt. In the zoo, keepers 

give lions beef and horse tails to eat.  

Female lions usually give birth every two years. 

When they give birth, they usually have about one to 

five babies, called cubs. Only one out of five cubs 

survives their first two years of life. After two years of 

age, lions are taught to hunt. Lions live in large groups 

of females with few males. Groups, called prides, may 

even grow to forty lions.  

When a male enters a new pride, it is not 

uncommon for him to kill all the cubs in the pride that 

are unable to run from him. He kills the cubs to ensure 

that all the future cubs in the pride will share his blood. 

Although the adult lion has no natural predators, the 

main job of male lions is to protect the pride and its 

territory. Both males and females defend against outside 

lions that try to join their pride. In the wild, lions live 

about fifteen years. 

Lions are vulnerable to extinction. Massive 

efforts to expand the habitat of lions and provide them 

with sufficient prey have been somewhat successful. 

Thousands of years ago, lions used to roam the lands in 

North and South America, as well as in Europe and 

Asia. Scientists believe they died off in these areas due 

to human territorial expansion and disease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) What other animals have 

manes? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

(2) Why won’t male lions 

hunt if they have female 

mates? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(3) Predict why so few cubs 

survive their first years of 

life.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (4) Summarize the role of 

the male lion in the pride.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 (5) Why would an animal 

with no natural predators be 

vulnerable to extinction?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Mouse” Comprehension Worksheet #28 
                   

 

The mouse is a very small animal. A mouse is 

one kind of rodent. It is not a little rat. Two or more are 

called mice. Mice are only about six inches long. That 

includes a very long, thin tail. They are white, brown, or 

gray. Their whiskers are also long. They have pink, 

round ears. Most mice run along the ground. Some can 

hop. 

Mice can be found everywhere in the world. 

They live in grassy fields or forests. They live in 

mountain areas. They may also live in the walls of your 

home or apartment! Some live in science labs. There, 

they serve as subjects for study. Mice have helped 

scientists make many important discoveries.  

Mice have babies year-round. Their average 

litter size is a dozen. Their babies are called pups. They 

are born without hair and their eyes are closed. 

Although mice may live up to two years in a science lab 

or as a pet, most mice live only about six months in the 

wild. They are favorite meals for cats, foxes, hawks, and 

snakes. Mice eat grains, rodent pellets, and of course 

they love cheese. The cartoon character mice have 

always loved their cheese. 

In the wild, mice can be real pests. They eat 

farmer’s crops and they can also spread diseases. Some 

of the diseases are very serious. Mice are carriers of the 

deadly hantavirus, so it’s best to not handle wild mice.   

At home, mice can be wonderful pets. They are 

intelligent and very clean. They like to play and are fun 

to watch. Mice will allow people to hold them and some 

will even do tricks. They live up to the expression, “as 

quiet as a mouse.” To properly care for pet mice, you 

need a special cage or aquarium. They sleep on a nest of 

shredded wood or clean paper. 

Mice have always been popular subjects of 

literature. Mice are usually featured as intelligent and 

clever. They are also considered to be very resourceful. 

This means that mice are seen to be good problem-

solvers and use their resources to their benefit. They 

also have starred in animated movies and cartoons. Of 

course, the most famous mouse would have to be Walt 

Disney’s “Mickey Mouse.” “Mickey Mouse” has 

appeared in thousands of movies, cartoons, television 

shows, and stories.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why would many people 

confuse mice and rats? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Summarize where mice 

live.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Why do mice raised in 

labs live longer than mice in 

the wild?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) What other pets have 

similar behaviors and 

abilities as those of mice? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) Why would mice be such 

popular subjects of literature?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 
Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 

  

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fox
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_of_prey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snake
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hantavirus
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“The Newt” Comprehension Worksheet #29  

The newt looks like a cross between a lizard and 

a frog. Newts are amphibians. They spend some of their 

lives in water and some out of water. Newts are part of 

the salamander family. They are dry and bumpy. Other 

salamanders are wet and smooth. Newts live mostly on 

land. Other salamanders live in water. Newts have four 

legs. Other salamanders have just two. Most 

salamanders are less than six inches long. 

Newts are some of the oldest creatures on earth. 

They live most everywhere in the world. They like to 

live in shady areas under rocks, in hollow trees, or in 

holes that they dig. The holes are called burrows. Newts 

stay close to water because this is where they have their 

babies. 

Newts hatch their babies from eggs. They lay 

their eggs on top of plants in streams, ponds, or lakes. 

The newt mothers fold the plants over the eggs to 

protect them. The mothers lay about twenty eggs, twice 

per year. The newborns are called tadpoles. Just like 

frogs, they look more like fish when they are born. They 

grow legs and their gills turn into lungs that breathe air 

after they are born.  

All newts are carnivores, so they eat meat. They 

eat worms, snails, fish, crayfish, and mice. They stalk 

their prey slowly and then pounce quickly. Sometimes 

newts wait until the prey walks close by them. Newts 

have long tongues that they use to snatch their 

unsuspecting meals. 

Newts have a special ability to avoid being eaten 

by predators. Their skin produces a poison that animals 

have learned to avoid. Native Americans in the 

Northwest used to harvest this poison from newts. They 

tipped their arrows with this poison to kill their 

enemies. The poison is deadly to humans, so you 

probably shouldn’t taste test! 

Newt populations have declined throughout the 

world, due to destruction of their habitats. Water 

pollution has contributed greatly to the decline of the 

salamander population. The use of pesticides by 

farmers has increased water pollution because they 

eventually wash into streams, lakes, and rivers. Some 

countries, such as the United States and Great Britain, 

have passed laws to protect salamander habitats. It is 

even against the law to own a salamander as a pet in 

Great Britain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) How are newts different 

than most salamanders? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

(2) How are newts similar to 

frogs?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(3) Describe the hunting 

techniques of newts.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(4) Summarize how the newt 

avoids being killed.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) Predict where newts have 

more of a chance to survive.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Pig” Comprehension Worksheet #30  

The pig is also called a hog or a swine. Pigs 

have short legs and fat bodies. Their bodies have hair all 

over. Their heads are big and they have noses called 

snouts. Pigs have sharp teeth. Two of the teeth are 

called tusks. Pigs have four toes on each of their four 

feet. Pigs can be pink, brown, white, or black.  

Pigs are found in all areas of the world. Pigs are 

omnivores, which means that they eat both animals and 

plants. Farm-raised pigs are well known for eating just 

about anything. They will eat insects, worms, garbage, 

leaves, grass, fruit, and flowers. Most pigs are raised by 

farmers for food. Pigs provide ham, bacon, pork chops, 

and sausage. Pig meat is called pork. Some religions 

have rules against eating pork. Farmers also raise pigs 

for their tough skins, which are dried into leather. 

Footballs are called “pig skins” because many are made 

from pigs. Pig hair is used to make hair brushes. 

Female pigs are called sows. They have a litter 

of between six and twelve babies. The babies are called 

piglets. Many children and teenagers raise these piglets 

and “show” them in county fairs. The pigs are judged 

upon their beauty, grooming, size, and weight. Young 

people earn medals or ribbons for winning pigs and can 

even sell their pigs to the highest bidders at auction. 

Pigs can’t cool themselves because they can’t 

sweat, so they roll in cool mud during hot weather. The 

mud also protects them from flies and acts as a 

sunscreen. Wild pigs are just as messy as farm pigs. 

Wild pigs can destroy farm crops and gardens. They 

also can be aggressive and have even attacked people. 

Pigs are some of the smartest animals. Pot-

bellied pigs have recently become very popular pets. 

They can be walked like dogs, and they can even be 

trained to perform tricks. Pigs are used in medical 

research, because many of their organs closely 

resemble those of humans.  

Pigs are important cultural characters in 

countries throughout the world. Pigs have long been 

favorite subjects of literature and cartoons. “Porky the 

Pig” is one of the most popular animal television 

characters. “Babe” has starred in movies by the same 

name. The pig is even one of the animals on the twelve-

year Chinese cycle of animals. The “Year of the Pig” is 

part of their calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why are pigs valuable 

livestock? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) What other animals do 

children raise to show at 

fairs?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) What happens to pigs sold 

at auction?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(4) Why would people want 

pot-bellied pigs as pets?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (5) Summarize the cultural 

importance of pigs.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Quail” Comprehension Worksheet #31  

The quail is a bird that is part of the pheasant 

family. These birds all have six feathers on top of their 

heads. These feathers look like a hat. Quail are mostly 

gray. They have black faces. They also have big bellies. 

The quail is the state bird of California.                                                     

Quail live in many parts of the world. In fact, 

quail were brought into many countries. Most types of 

quail live in the same place all year. They walk more 

than they fly. Some quail, such as the quail in Japan, do 

fly to warmer places in the winter. These quail fly long 

distances.  

Quail like to stay in small flocks called coveys. 

They like to look for food with other quail. Quail mostly 

eat seeds, but sometimes they will eat insects, berries, 

and leaves. The birds scratch the ground like chickens 

to find their food. The quail also like to take baths 

together. But, they use dirt, not water, to clean 

themselves. A group of quail picks a sunny place with 

soft dirt. The quail dig down 1-2 inches into soft dirt. 

They then flap their wings until the surrounding dirt and 

dust showers them all. Then, they leave the hole and 

flap their wings until the dirt and dust come off.  

Female quail lay many eggs each year, but 

about a dozen at one time. The group of eggs is called a 

clutch. Families combine so that there is always at least 

one mother quail to watch the baby chicks. They hide 

their nests under bushes or sometimes rocks because 

many other animals like to eat quail eggs. Quail warn 

each other with a variety of calls if there is danger to the 

clutch. 

Animals aren’t the only ones that like quail 

eggs. Many people prefer quail eggs instead of chicken 

eggs. Some people even enjoy pickled quail eggs. In 

fact, quail eggs are becoming more popular. Quail 

farmers now raise quails for their eggs and their meat. 

Quail is served at some of the finest restaurants and 

some of the best chefs prepare these birds in many 

different ways. 

Quail hunting is also very popular. Hunters 

look for quail and when they find them, they “flush” the 

birds into flight. The quail fly up from the ground very 

fast, and then they re-settle somewhere else just as fast. 

The hunters must be ready to shoot and react quickly. 

Hunters must be good shots in order to get these game 

birds. Some ranchers invite groups of hunters to hunt 

quail on their land. These ranchers encourage the 

growth of the quail population on their land because the 

ranchers charge the hunters to hunt these game birds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) How does the Japanese 

quail differ from that of the 

American quail? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Summarize the covey 

relationships of quail.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Protecting the clutch 

requires a lot of cooperation. 

Explain how quail work 

together.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) Predict the future of quails 

raised for food.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) What other birds are 

hunted?  

__P______________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Raccoon” Comprehension Worksheet #32 
                   

 

A raccoon looks like a masked robber. Raccoons 

are mostly gray. But, around their eyes they have a 

black mask of fur. They are medium-sized and furry. 

They have long, bushy tails. Raccoons have short legs 

and soft paws. Their claws are very sharp.  

Raccoons live in North America and in Europe. 

They are mainly forest animals. They climb trees with 

their sharp claws. Climbing helps them escape from 

other animals. Other raccoons live close to people near 

towns. Raccoons like to eat the same food as people. 

You might find one looking for food in a trash can or in 

a landfill.  

Instead of sleeping at night and hunting in the 

daylight like most animals, raccoons sleep during the 

day and find food at night. Some raccoons are active in 

the day, but most are not. Raccoons are omnivores, so 

they eat both plants and animals. They eat mostly 

insects, bugs, worms, birds, and lizards. Sometimes, 

raccoons can be found sitting on rocks in a stream, 

fishing with their claws. They are also scavengers. That 

means that they will eat the dead bodies of animals. 

Female raccoons will usually have two to five 

babies at a time. Babies, called kits, are born blind and 

deaf. The father has no part in raising the kits. After 

only six to nine weeks, male kits will leave their homes. 

By that time, they are ready to find their own food and 

live by themselves. Most raccoons live only a few years 

in the wild. Most of them end up dying by disease or 

sickness. They usually don’t live long in the wild 

because of their diet. 

In the wild, raccoons may be able to weigh up to 

sixty pounds! This is because they store up fat in their 

bodies to keep warm during the winter. In the winter 

months, they stay mostly inactive. Raccoons sleep a lot 

when it is cold outside. Although they sleep a lot, 

raccoons do not hibernate like some animals such as 

bears. They remain alert and can wake up quickly if 

predators come to attack.  

Raccoons are not threatened or endangered. At 

different points in history, the raccoon population has 

neared extinction due to hunting. Their thick fur is 

prized for coats and hats. But, the population has slowly 

made a comeback in recent history. Still today, 

professional trappers catch raccoons for their fur. In 

most places, it is illegal to keep raccoons as pets, 

although some people still keep them. They are 

dangerous to have as pets, because they may act 

aggressively in some situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why might some people 

consider raccoons to be 

pests? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) What other animals are 

scavengers?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) What foods in the raccoon 

diet might bring about 

disease or sickness?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) Summarize the life of a 

raccoon in the winter months.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (5) What might influence 

raccoon hunting?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Seagull” Comprehension Worksheet #33 
                   

 

The seagull is one type of gull. A gull is just one 

kind of bird. There are over 1,000 kinds of birds in the 

world. The seagull is a bird that we often see at the 

beach. Seagulls are medium to large birds. They are 

usually gray or white with some black color. They have 

curved yellow bills. They squawk and screech loudly. 

Seagulls are also very smart.  

Seagulls are found throughout Canada and the 

United States. They usually live in coastal areas. Some 

live inland near lakes and rivers. Seagulls can drink 

both fresh and saltwater. They can fly long distances. 

Some gulls live on islands far from the coast. They 

travel many miles from their island homes each day. 

They visit beaches and coastal areas to get food. 

Mothers lay two to three eggs at a time. Seagulls 

are very protective of their babies. They take care of 

them for up to six months after they are born, providing 

food and protection. Some of the babies will remain 

close to their mothers even after they have grown up. 

Seagull families form expanded family units called 

colonies. All birds in the colonies work together to 

protect their territories by attacking predators as large 

groups. Some seagulls have been known to attack 

people, but this is rare.  

Seagulls are carnivores, so they eat meat. They 

mostly eat fish, shellfish, and small rodents. However, 

seagulls will eat anything that people leave behind. 

They will eat rotting meat and garbage at landfills. 

They will even eat left-over candy, cigarette butts, and 

french fries at the beach.  

The better their diet, the longer seagulls live. 

The average seagull lives 10 to 12 years. However, 

some have been known to live much longer. Their life 

spans also depend upon the type and number of 

predators in the seagulls’ habitats. Some individual 

gulls have been known to live over 25 years. 

Because seagulls can live in many places, they 

have become problem pests in some areas. They gather 

in farming areas, in landfills, or even on school grounds, 

looking for food to eat. Their droppings are smelly and 

hard to clean. Half of the birds that crash into airplanes 

are seagulls. Seagulls have been known to crack 

airplane windows and cause much damage if they fly 

into the engines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(1) Why might some say that 

the seagull habitat is flexible? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Summarize the 

relationships of seagulls 

within their colonies.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(3) What other animals’ life 

spans are especially 

influenced by their diets?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(4) Why would many people 

consider seagulls to be pests?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) Given the ability of 

seagulls to adapt to different 

environments, predict the 

future of these birds.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Tiger” Comprehension Worksheet #34  

Tigers are the largest cats in the wild. Most 

tigers have orange and brown coats. Their stripes are 

black. Some very rare tigers are mostly white. Males are 

longer than females. Tiger teeth are sharp and very long.  

In the wild, tigers live mostly in forests. But, 

they also live in the jungle. In the forest or jungle, tigers 

can blend in with their stripes. Tigers must live next to 

water. Unlike other cats, which avoid water, tigers seek 

it out. They are excellent swimmers and can swim up to 

four miles. Wild tigers can only be found in Asia. Most 

of them live in Vietnam and India. 

Different types of tigers hunt different animals, 

but all tigers are carnivores. Mostly, tigers eat medium-

sized animals. Common prey includes boars, pythons, 

leopards, crocodiles, and monkeys. Tigers hunt alone. 

They stalk their prey before attacking and 

overpowering it. Mostly, tigers kill their prey by 

strangling the prey with their jaws. But, sometimes they 

will strike their prey with their paws. After taking their 

prey, tigers often carry their prey to other places. Tigers 

have been known to carry heavy livestock while 

running and jumping over fences or rocks!   

Female tigers have baby cubs after months of 

pregnancy. At eight weeks of age, baby cubs are ready 

to leave the den with their mother. The mother trains the 

cubs for about two and a half years. The father is not 

involved in this training. After training, female cubs 

find territory near their mothers, while males find 

another male’s territory to challenge and control. 

Tigers breed very well in zoos. Due to this, the 

tiger population in zoos may soon equal the entire 

world’s population of wild tigers! An estimated 12,000 

tigers are being kept as private pets. In Texas alone, 

there are an estimated 4,000 pet tigers! Only nineteen 

states have banned private ownership of tigers. Fifteen 

states require a license to own one, and sixteen have no 

rules at all! 

Illegal hunting, called poaching, has led to the 

decrease of the tiger population in the wild. An illegal 

tiger fur trade has encouraged illegal hunting. Efforts to 

restore natural habitat to tigers have been successful in 

India, China, and Russia. Projects involving 

reintroducing tigers into the wild have been largely 

unsuccessful in India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) How would the tiger’s 

stripes help the animal blend 

into their surroundings? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2)  Why would the tiger’s 

ability to swim be important? 

________________________ 

_______________________ 

 

(3) Summarize how tigers kill 

their prey.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) What other unusual 

animals are kept as pets?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) Why would efforts to 

reintroduce the tiger work in 

some areas, but not in others?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Vulture” Comprehension Worksheet #35 
                   

 

The vulture is not the most beautiful bird. But, 

other vultures like the way they look. They are largely 

black or brown birds with white under their wings. 

Their heads and necks have no feathers. Their powerful 

beaks are curved. Vulture wings are huge.    

These birds are found on every continent, 

except for Antarctica and Australia. Vultures are 

scavengers. That means that they eat the dead bodies of 

animals. Dead bodies are called corpses. Vultures in 

Africa, Asia, and Europe look for corpses by sight. 

Those in North and South America find their corpses 

mostly by smell.                

When vultures find an animal that is hurt, they 

will circle high in the sky above the animal. They wait 

until the animal dies to land and begin eating. 

Sometimes vultures will kill the weakened animal. 

Vultures feed individually or in groups. They will eat 

until full and then rest to digest the food before leaving. 

If the hide of an animal is too thick for vultures to tear, 

the vultures will wait for other animals to begin the 

meal, and then they will clean up what remains. 

Vultures are very important to the web of life. 

They are part of nature’s recycling. Vultures eat all but 

the smallest pieces and bone. The smallest pieces are 

then eaten by decomposers, such as bugs. The 

remaining chemicals can then be used again by plants 

and animals. Without decomposers and scavengers, the 

world would be covered with dead plants and animals. 

Even though vultures have an important part to 

play in the web of life, many people fear these birds. 

Vultures are, of course, closely related to death. In the 

Western world, the image of the vulture is very 

negative. Vultures frequently serve as metaphors for 

cowardly behavior in literature, in poetry, or in speech. 

In the Eastern world, the image of the vulture is more 

positive. Vultures are seen as necessary contributors to 

the cycle of life. In fact, some Buddhist death 

ceremonies encourage vultures to eat dead human 

corpses. 

The vulture population in agricultural India, 

Nepal, and Pakistan has seriously declined in the past 

decade. This decline is due to the fact that medicine 

used to treat farm animals has poisoned vultures as they 

eat the medicated animal corpses. As a result, other 

scavengers such as dogs and rats have taken over for the 

vultures. These animals are more likely than vultures to 

carry disease, such as rabies, and create health problems 

for people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) What other animals are 

scavengers? 

________________________ 

_______________________ 

 

(2) What might be the 

purpose of their circling high 

in the sky?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Summarize the important 

role of the vulture.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) Why are vultures feared 

in some cultures, but 

welcomed in others?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (5) What might scientists 

work on to protect vultures?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Wolf” Comprehension Worksheet #36  

Wolves are a lot like dogs. But, they are bigger 

and stronger than most dogs. Wolves have strong legs 

and bodies. They run very fast. They also run for a long 

time without being tired. Wolves have strong paws. 

They can run on ice and rocks. Wolves have very furry 

coats. Their coats can have shades of gray, white, 

brown, red, or black.  

Wolves live in almost all parts of the world. 

They like colder areas, but they can live in warm areas, 

too. Some wolves live in forests. Others live in the 

mountains. Wolves live almost anywhere except the 

rainforest and desert.  

Wolves like to eat sheep, goats, and deer. Since 

they are fast and strong, wolves are able to hunt prey 

much larger than they are. Sometimes, wolves will eat 

small prey, too. Wolf packs use strategic hunting to 

surround their prey and strike at the perfect time. 

Wolves do not chase their prey. If they cannot catch it at 

first, they will usually let it go. Wolves also practice 

“surplus killing,” in which they kill many animals at 

once and save them for meals later. But, wolves do not 

need to eat even for long periods of time. They have 

been known to go up to seventeen days without a meal!  

A group of wolves is called a pack. A mother 

and father pair leads each wolf pack. This pair solves 

any problems within the group and they control the 

food. Most of these pairs stay together for their entire 

lives. They have babies, called pups, and raise them 

within the pack. Wolves are ranked within a pack by 

fighting each other. In large packs, the ranking of 

different wolves may change often. Packs can contain 

up to twenty wolves, but they most commonly consist 

of just eight.  

Wolves often howl to communicate with each 

other. Howling allows packs of wolves to communicate 

with each other, because they can hear each other even 

through very thick forests. Sometimes, wolves howl for 

no apparent reason. Scientists think that they may howl 

to bond with each other in a form of friendship. 

Scientists compare this type of howling to human 

singing. 

For years, wolves were hunted to protect 

farmers’ livestock. Laws were passed to protect wolves 

and these animals were re-introduced in some areas. 

There are now over 9,000 wolves in the United States 

alone. Recently, wolves were officially taken off the 

U.S. Endangered Species List. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why would the great 

running ability of the wolf be 

an advantage for a predator? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Summarize the hunting 

techniques of the wolf.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

(3) What other animals 

establish leadership through 

fighting?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(4) Why would the ability of 

the wolf to howl be helpful 

with their style of hunting?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) How will the growing 

wolf population affect 

people?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The X-ray Fish” Comprehension Worksheet #37  

                   

 

The x-ray fish is a fish you can see through. 

These fish have very little skin. It just covers                                         

their bellies. The rest of the body is covered in a thin 

silver sac. You can see the bones of these                                             

fish! That is why they are called x-ray fish. There are a 

few spots of color on these fish, but not many.                                       

These fish come from South America. The 

tropical river areas have a lot of these little fish. They 

are freshwater fish, not salt-water fish. Although, the x-

ray fish can live in almost any type of water. Now many 

of them live in homes called aquariums. Aquariums are 

homes that people make for fish and other water 

animals. Aquariums can be as small as a tiny fishbowl 

or as large as a football field.  

X-ray fish don’t like to swim at the top or 

bottom of rivers and aquariums. They like swimming in 

the middle depths. These fish establish their own 

territories in aquariums. They mark out certain spots 

between plants and they tend to stay much of their time 

in these spots. Male and female partners usually swim 

in groups, but they rest close to one another.  Males are 

thinner than females. The females lay eggs and can have 

lots of baby x-ray fish. 

X-ray fish are very popular aquarium fish and 

can be found in most all tropical fish stores. They do 

well with flake fish food, but they are omnivores. This 

means that they eat not only plants, but also other fish. 

Any fish they eat must be small though, because both 

male and female x-ray fish are only about one–inch 

long. 

Fish can be wonderful pets. However, they do 

require a lot of care. For freshwater fish, their water 

must be kept fresh. This means that fish owners have to 

change water often. Usually, people buy filters for 

larger fish tanks if they keep more than a few fish. The 

filter keeps the water fresh by circulating it 

continuously. The chemical balance and temperature of 

the water have to be appropriate. Otherwise, the fish can 

get sick and die. X-ray fish are some of the easiest fish 

to care for because they survive well in non-moving 

water, in hard water (with few minerals), and in soft 

water (with more minerals).  

Fish owners do have to be careful about their 

mix of fish. Some types of fish get along better than 

others. The fish habitat needs to be planned well to 

provide the right features for the types of fish that the 

owners collect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why would x-ray fish be 

good aquarium fish? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Summarize the territorial 

nature of x-ray fish.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) What fish would live well 

with the x-ray fish?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(4) Who should not keep fish 

as pets?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) How do your pets or those 

of your friends need special 

care? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 
Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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 “The Yak” Comprehension Worksheet #38  

The yak is a large animal that lives in the 

mountains of Asia. Yaks are strong, heavy cattle. They 

are white, brown, or black. Their hearts and lungs are 

very large. This helps them live in the mountains, where 

the air is thin. They have long, shaggy hair. The shaggy 

hair keeps them from the cold.                                                                                               

Yaks live in the Himalaya Mountains of 

Central Asia. Mount Everest, the highest mountain in 

the world, is located there. They also live in Mongolia, 

which is north of China. Yaks do not live in lowland 

areas. They like high grasslands that have no trees. 

Yaks like to stay in a group, called a herd. A 

yak herd has from ten to thirty animals. Yaks will 

huddle together on cold winter nights or during 

snowstorms to keep warm. Yak females are pregnant for 

nine months, just like human mothers. The average 

lifespan of a yak is about twenty years.  

  Farmers have many uses for yaks. Yaks 

produce milk and farmers make cheese and butter from 

that milk. Yaks also have very tasty meat. Yaks are 

often used as pack animals. They carry burdens across 

high mountain passes for farmers. Yaks pull plows to 

dig up the farm soil for planting. Yak hairs are spun into 

yarn for knitting. The hair is used to make rope and 

rugs. Yak hide is used to make shoes. 

 In parts of the Himalayan nation of Tibet, yak 

racing is a part of special celebrations. Tibetans enjoy 

seeing these large cattle race against each other. 

Business people are also using yaks to promote tourism. 

Some Tibetans have recently begun using yaks to pull 

cross-country skiers. For years, yaks have been 

employed to carry hiking gear for hikers and climbers. 

As hiking and climbing in the Himalayas become 

increasingly popular, yaks may have a greater role in 

the near future. 

The once large wild yak population of Central 

Asia is now threatened by extinction. Yak hunting has 

not been controlled by governments. The profit motive 

for yak hunting is high. Hunters have killed too many of 

these animals to maintain a healthy population. The 

future of wild yaks in Central Asia remains uncertain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) How are yaks well-suited 

for cold weather? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) How would huddling 

together help yaks stay 

warm?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) What other cattle have 

similar uses as those of yaks?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (4) What greater role could 

yaks have in the near future?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) What would have to 

happen to maintain a healthy 

population of yaks?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Zebra” Comprehension Worksheet #39 
                   

 

Zebras are black or dark animals with white 

stripes and bellies. Zebras look and act like horses. On 

the tops of their heads, they have short manes of hair. 

Their eyes are on the sides of their heads. They can see 

and hear very well. Zebras are about the size of small 

horses and donkeys.  

In Africa, zebras live in grassy areas. They 

mostly live away from trees. But, some types of zebras 

like trees. Others live in grassy hills or mountains near 

the ocean or sea. Every rainy season, zebras leave their 

homes and move. They depend on water in the dry 

season and they never live too far away from water 

holes. Zebras can be found in zoos across the world.  

Zebras are omnivores and grazing animals, like 

cows and horses. They search out grassy areas and 

slowly eat away the grass. Sometimes, they eat small 

bushes, leaves, twigs, or bark as well. They spend most 

of their day eating and finding food. Without rain, 

zebras cannot survive. They depend on the rain to make 

the grasses grow and to provide them with water for 

drinking and bathing. 

As highly social animals, zebras live in large 

groups. Males without female partners live alone or 

with groups of other bachelors until they are strong 

enough to challenge another male for his mate. Zebras 

make permanent bonds with each other. Females give 

birth to one baby, called a foal, about once a year. Foals 

are brown and white instead of black and white at birth. 

Babies can stand and walk by themselves soon after 

they are born. Their mothers nurse them for about one 

year.  

Many people have attempted to domesticate 

zebras for riding or doing work. These attempts have 

been largely unsuccessful over the years. Unlike horses 

and donkeys, zebras tend to panic when they are put 

into stressful situations. However, some successful 

attempts at taming zebras have occurred. A few zebras 

have been trained to pull wagons and even perform in 

circuses. 

Human contact with zebras has always 

decreased the zebra habitat, but mostly since the 

Nineteenth Century. Zebras were, and still are, hunted 

for their shiny black and white coats. Different species 

of zebras are more threatened than others. The chief 

natural predators of zebras are lions. As the lion 

population rises or declines, the zebra population rises 

or declines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) How does water affect the 

lives of zebras? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) Why do zebras have to 

spend so much of their day 

eating and finding food?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Summarize their pack and 

family relationships.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) What other animals can’t 

be domesticated?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) How would an extinction 

of lions affect zebras?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Sheep” Comprehension Worksheet #40 
                   

 

Sheep are animals with thick, curly fur. They 

are about as big as most large dogs. Sheep look a lot 

like goats. Different types of sheep come in different 

colors. Most sheep are white or brown. Some sheep 

have long fur. Others have short fur. Still others have no 

fur at all! Sheep are raised on farms or ranches. They 

are raised for their fur, called wool. They are also raised 

for their meat. Sheep can be found all over the world. 

China, Australia, India, and Iran have the largest 

amounts of sheep. Different types of sheep live better in 

different areas. They can live in open grassy areas, 

deserts, and in valleys.  

Sheep are herbivores. This means that they only 

eat plants. They usually eat grass, leaves, and stems. 

Often, when sheep eat their food, they will spit it out 

and re-chew it like cows. Sheep spend most of their day 

grazing (finding food). They prefer shorter grasses to 

longer ones. The best land for sheep grazing is land with 

many different types of grasses. Sheep also need to have 

lots of clean water to drink. 

Sheep live in groups called flocks. Most sheep 

find mates about once a year. Males fight each other to 

become the most powerful male of the group. If males, 

called rams, are left alone together, they might hurt or 

even kill each other! Baby sheep are called lambs. 

Usually, sheep live for about ten to twenty years.  

Since female sheep are slow moving and have 

no horns, they have no way of protecting themselves. 

Their chief predator is the coyote. But, occasionally 

they will become the victim of a dog, mountain lion, or 

bear. To protect their sheep, farmers often use guard 

dogs, guard llamas, or even guard donkeys. Guard 

animals are raised in the same habitat as the sheep to 

allow them to form a personal bond with the sheep. The 

guard animals are also effective sheepherders. Than can 

gather a flock of sheep very quickly.  

Although sheep have the reputation for being 

unintelligent animals, sheep are very smart and clever in 

their own ways. Sheep are excellent at remembering 

faces. They can remember up to fifty faces of other 

sheep or even humans. According to researchers, sheep 

even form friendships with certain other sheep. Some 

sheep have even been known to self-medicate 

themselves. If they are sick, they choose to eat certain 

plants that have healing abilities. These human-like 

qualities prove that sheep are not as dumb as people 

sometimes make them out to be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Summarize why farmers 

or ranchers raise sheep. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(2) What other animals, other 

than cows, are grazing 

animals?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(3) Predict what sheepherders 

need to do with their rams.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (4) How could the guard 

animals mentioned help 

defend sheep against a 

coyote?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) Why would the sheep’s 

ability to remember faces be 

an important skill?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Whale” Comprehension Worksheet #41 
                   

 

The whale is the largest animal on earth. Many 

whales are bigger than elephants, but some are smaller.                                              

There are many types of whales. One of the largest 

whales is the humpback whale. Humpback whales are 

usually about 50 feet long. They weigh as much as 44 

big trucks. The largest one ever measured was 88 feet 

long. Humpback whales have large humps on their 

backs. Their fins are very long. Their tail is wavy-

shaped and very large. 

Humpback whales live in all the major oceans. 

They move a lot. Every summer, most humpbacks swim 

to cooler ocean waters. Some swim as many as 16,000 

miles. Then, they swim back to tropical waters in the 

winter. There they have babies and feed. 

Humpback whales are mammals, so they have 

live births. The baby whales are called calves. Mother 

whales are very protective of their calves and will 

sometimes attack boats that get too close to their babies. 

Once calves leave their mothers, they like stay by 

themselves. Humpback whales will group for feeding or 

play, but they spend most of their time alone.  

They eat in a variety of ways. Since humpbacks 

are baleen whales, they open their mouths wide and 

swim into groups of fish and plankton. The whales have 

a strainer in their throats that separates the water from 

their meal. Humpback whales will quickly lunge into an 

area to surprise fish. They will also slap the ocean 

surface to “shock” fish into staying still. Sometimes, 

groups of humpback whales will gather together and stir 

the water up so that it produces a wall of bubbles, which 

traps the fish. They only eat in the summer and live off 

fat reserves during the winter months. 

The whaling industry reduced the world 

population of humpback whales to dangerously low 

levels in the last century. Since the 1960s, most 

countries have agreed to ban hunting humpback whales. 

Also, poisons have killed many whales. Sometimes the 

whales get trapped in fishing nets or rammed by ships. 

Fortunately, the humpback whales have increased in 

numbers recently, but they will remain on protected 

species lists. 

Whale-watching tours have become very 

popular since the 1990s. Humpback whales are most 

frequently the main attractions. They are very curious 

animals and will come very close to boats. They also 

enjoy leaping into the air and splashing, which is known 

as breeching. They can also blow water 10 to 15 feet in 

the air. They also sing very loud “whale songs.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Compare the length of the 

largest whale to something at 

school. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(2) What other animals have 

to move every season?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(3) Summarize humpback 

family relationships.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 (4) How would bubbles trap 

the fish?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) How will the growing 

humpback population affect 

future tourism?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Python” Comprehension Worksheet #42 
                   

 

Pythons are snakes that are not poisonous. 

Adult pythons are all different sizes. They can be from 

one foot long to thirty feet long! Different types of 

pythons have different colors. Some are bright and 

green. Others are dark and brown. Pythons blend in 

with their surroundings. 

In the wild, pythons are found all over the East. 

They can be found in Africa, India, Vietnam, and 

Australia. They mostly live in wet areas, like rain 

forests or swamps. But, some live in grasslands or 

woodlands. Brown pythons live mostly in areas covered 

by brown trees or dirt. Green pythons tend to stay in 

areas with green leaves or trees. 

Unlike many snakes, pythons kill their prey 

without poison. Instead, pythons hunt down their prey 

and wrap themselves around it until it cannot breathe. 

Different types of pythons eat different animals. Large 

pythons may even eat deer or gazelles! Smaller pythons 

mostly eat smaller animals like rodents or reptiles. 

Pythons swallow their prey whole. It may even take 

several days or weeks to digest the food. Although they 

are big and strong, pythons do not usually threaten 

humans. 

Female pythons lay eggs, unlike some snakes 

which have live babies. After they lay their eggs, 

females will sit on them until they hatch. While sitting 

on the eggs, pythons move their muscles to provide heat 

for the eggs. They only leave their eggs to rest in the 

sun to get warmer for the eggs. Females will not eat 

until their eggs are hatched. Females only have babies 

once every two to four years, because the process is so 

difficult. 

Pythons are some of the biggest predators in 

their habitats. However, small, young pythons are in 

danger from attacks from other animals. Often, birds, 

other mammals, frogs, and even other snakes will hunt 

down baby pythons. Adult pythons are also at risk to 

large birds of prey, like eagles or hawks, and to large 

carnivores like lions and leopards. 

At least two known species of pythons are 

currently endangered. Other python species are also 

declining due to deforestation of the rain forests, other 

habitat destruction, and the snake skin trade. Snake 

skins have been used for clothing, shoes, purses, and 

decoration. However, designers have not included 

snake skins in their fashion lines for many years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Why would it be 

important for pythons to 

blend in with their 

surroundings? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

(2) What advantage would 

slow digestion have for the 

python?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

(3) Why do female pythons 

have to move their muscles to 

provide heat for the eggs?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) Summarize the position of 

the python in the food chain.  

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

(5) What other animals are 

endangered due to the 

demands of fashion?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Interpret 

  

 
 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 
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“The Cheetah” Comprehension Worksheet #43  

 

The cheetah is the fastest animal on land. 

Cheetahs can run as fast as most cars over short 

distances.  Unlike many cats, cheetahs have a narrow 

waist, making them smaller and less heavy than a lion 

or tiger. Their fur is rough and short. Their color is light 

brown and white with spots of black. Their tails have a 

ball of fur at the end. Unlike most big cats, cheetahs 

cannot roar. 

In Africa, cheetahs mainly live in the hot grassy 

areas. These areas are called the savannah. It can get 

very warm on the African savannah. Less frequently, 

cheetahs live in the mountains or in forests. They are 

mostly found in Africa, but some cheetahs also live in 

Asia.  

Cheetahs are carnivores. They eat mostly 

medium-sized animals like gazelles. Sometimes, they 

will hunt for zebras or wildebeests, too. While other big 

cats (like lions) hunt only at night, cheetahs hunt during 

the daytime. Also, while many animals use their sense 

of smell to hunt, cheetahs hunt with their excellent eye-

sight. Once they have found their prey, they slowly 

follow until there is an open field. Cheetahs then use a 

burst of speed to catch their prey.  

Male cheetahs live in groups, while females live 

alone. Males are territorial. Females do not have 

territories; instead, they share land with other females. 

Females have about three to five babies at a time. The 

mothers raise these baby cubs for 18 months. During 

this time, the cubs learn how to hunt and avoid 

predators. After this time, the mothers leave their 

babies. The cubs stay together for another six months. 

After that, the females separate themselves from the 

group of their siblings. The males live together for life.  

As the smallest and least powerful predators in 

their habitat, cheetahs try to avoid contact with lions, 

leopards, hyenas, and wild dogs. Since cheetahs are 

designed for extreme bursts of speed and not for power, 

baby cubs are often targeted by these large predators. 

Mother cheetahs will defend their young and are 

sometimes successful. Males will form groups to chase 

off predators.  

Cheetah cubs have an unusually high death rate 

due to their predators. About 13,000 cheetahs still live 

in the wild today. Cheetah conservation efforts have 

been somewhat successful in South Africa and Iran. 

However, cheetahs are generally vulnerable to 

extinction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) How would the cheetah’s 

speed assist them in hunting? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 
(2) Summarize where 

cheetahs live. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(3) Why wouldn’t cheetahs 

just chase their prey, rather 

than slowly following it?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(4) How are male cheetahs 

different from female 

cheetahs?  

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

(5) What changes in a habitat 

would help increase the 

cheetah population? 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

Predict 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

 

 

 

Re-think 

 

 
 

 

Summarize 

  

 

 

 

Interpret 
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers    

 

Expository Articles 

 

“The Ape” Comprehension Worksheet #1 

 

(1) Deforestation of the rain forest. 

(2) They swing from trees; they eat the plants and leaves of the trees. 

(3) They live as single adults; females raise the babies; males fight for the females. 

(4) Student answers will vary. 

(5) Protecting the rain forest; banning ownership of orangutans as pets; reducing palm farming. 

 

“The Eagle” Comprehension Worksheet #2 

 

(1) To protect their nests from predators; to adjust to changing weather conditions. 

(2) Their wings and feet are not designed for swimming. 

(3) Prey is located in water or near water areas. 

(4) Despite opposition from Ben Franklin, the Continental Congress selected the eagle in 1782. 

(5) Student answers will vary. Perhaps because it is the national bird of the United States. 

 

“The Ibex” Comprehension Worksheet #3 

 

(1) Darker fur in the non-snowy seasons would provide more camouflage. 

(2) Hard feet would be more comfortable, produce less injuries, and provide better support. 

(3) Fruit is less likely to grow in the mountains. 

(4) Males stay separate to fight for the females. 

(5) The male heads were prized by hunters; ibexes were also hunted for their medicinal value. 

 

“The Okapi” Comprehension Worksheet #4 

 

(1) No. Their body shapes and short horns make them unlikely predators. 

(2) Okapi prefer mountain and forest areas and need open land to graze. 

(3) Okapi live only in one country in mountain and forest areas. 

(4) Student answers will vary. 

(5) Loggers, miners, farmers are moving into their territory; also, poachers want their skins. 

 

“The Mule” Comprehension Worksheet #5 

 

(1) The mix produces the useful abilities of both the horse and the donkey. 

(2) These areas are generally poor and mules are needed for farming and transportation there. 

(3) They need to plan whether they want a more horse-like or donkey-like foal. 

(4) They are smart and proud animals with good memories. 

(5) There is no threat of extinction; the mule population is in balance. 
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers    

 

 “The Rooster” Comprehension Worksheet #6 

 

(1) Coops provide temperature control, a place for laying eggs, and protection. 

(2) Grazing requires a lot of room to provide enough bugs, seeds, and plants to eat. 

(3) Student answers will vary. 

(4) They think it is animal cruelty because roosters are hurt or killed. 

(5) Chicken populations will grow as human populations grow. 

 

“The Woodpecker” Comprehension Worksheet #7 

 

(1) Since Australia is an island, far from the other continents, woodpeckers can’t fly there. 

(2) Their toes help them grip; their pointed beaks help them tap; their tongues help them eat. 

(3) Male and female woodpeckers work together to raise and protect their babies. 

(4) They tap trees constantly. 

(5) They are loud and they can destroy trees. 

 

“The Cow” Comprehension Worksheet #8 

 

(1) Student answers will vary. 

(2) Few wild cows exist because cows are so valuable; also, their diet and care are poor. 

(3) Younger cows are too valuable to kill. 

(4) Hooves and tails require care; cows need protection from the cold; their diet needs to be 

controlled. 

(5) Most cows are domesticated animals. Their population increases to match human demand. 

 

“The Koi” Comprehension Worksheet #9 

 

(1) They are colorful and can be kept in koi ponds. 

(2) Student answers will vary. Perhaps they will eat other fish or they will destroy habitat. 

(3) Owners might need separate ponds or tanks, each will filtration systems. 

(4) The right food and water with good texture and filtration. 

(5) Student answers will vary. 

 

“The Hawk” Comprehension Worksheet #10 

 

(1) Because of their talons, they must be carnivores. So they must eat meat. 
(2) They can see their prey and avoid being seen. 

(3) Because they are birds, they can’t chase their prey. So they must surprise unsuspecting 

animals. 

(4) Student answers will vary. Falcons would be a good answer. 

(5) The population is balanced, especially in protected areas such as national parks. 
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers    

 

 “The Ermine” Comprehension Worksheet #11 

 

(1) To help camouflage them in snow. 

(2) Student answers will vary. 

(3) Females raise the babies; males do not. 

(4) White seems clean and pure; it is not dark. 

(5) The coats are beautiful; they are associated with royalty and good luck. 

 

“The Armadillo” Comprehension Worksheet #12 

 

(1) They live and dig holes on people’s property; they tear apart wood. 

(2) The claws are used to dig and tear apart wood to get at ants. 

(3) Mostly, armadillos stay to themselves. 

(4) Student answers will vary. Perhaps so armadillos can cover more territory to search for food.  

(5) Increasing human population reduces or changes the habitats of animals. 

 

 “The Orca” Comprehension Worksheet #13 

 

(1) Orcas prefer cold water, so they move from season to season. 

(2) Student answers will vary. Perhaps wolves, because they are mentioned. 

(3) Orcas travel in extended families called pods. 

(4) Fishermen are people who provide fish and pay taxes.  

(5) Student answers will vary. Perhaps global warming will decrease orca habitats. 

 

“The Anteater” Comprehension Worksheet #14 

 

(1) Because they eat only insects, armadillos much search constantly for these small creatures. 

(2) Rocks help break apart the bugs they eat. 

(3) Anteaters eat pests and bugs; they also don’t destroy the habitat. 

(4) The mothers care for their babies for two years. 

(5) Student answers will vary. 

 

“The Elephant” Comprehension Worksheet #15 

 

(1) They live on Asian and African grasslands and in zoos. 

(2) They require some much food and water that they may have to travel to get these. 
(3) Males stay in the herd until ages ten to thirteen. 

(4) They show compassion and grief; they also have excellent memories. 

(5) Student answers will vary. However, the population is in decline. 
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers    

 

 “The Iguana” Comprehension Worksheet #16 

 

(1) Iguanas are large greenish lizards with long fingers and sharp teeth. 

(2) Student answers will vary. Perhaps monkeys, snakes, and cats. 

(3) Other animals eat their eggs and the female does not protect them. 

(4) They are exotic pets and require special treatment. 

(5) People want them as pets. 

 

“The Otter” Comprehension Worksheet #17 

 

(1) There are thirteen types of fresh water and salt water otters. 

(2) Nursing mothers need more nutrition to make milk. 

(3) Mothers protect are care for their babies for six months. 

(4) Student answers will vary. Perhaps whales or wolves. 

(5) Student answers will vary. Perhaps otters will recover in protected areas. 

 

“The Umbrella Bird” Comprehension Worksheet #18 

 

(1) Their wattles and head feathers are so long. 

(2) The mountains are colder. There are fewer predators. 

(3) With their beaks, they slam their prey up against trees before eating. 

(4) Student answers will vary. 

(5) Umbrella birds are in danger of extinction due to rapid deforestation. 

 

 “The Bear” Comprehension Worksheet #19 

 

(1) Brown bears can hunt livestock or threaten humans. 

(2) As omnivores, they eat plants, berries, and small mammals. 

(3) Mothers care for their cubs for two to four years. 

(4) Student answers will vary. Perhaps wolves, lions, or great white sharks. 

(5) Grizzlies would not mix well in heavily populated human habitats. 

 

“The Camel” Comprehension Worksheet #20 

 

(1) Camels are used for transportation, cargo carriers, and warfare. 

(2) Camels are known for their humps and ability to go without water. People put these two 
together. 

(3) Camels are pregnant for thirteen months, while women are pregnant for nine months. 

(4) They require little care and can survive harsh conditions. 

(5) Little hope for the remaining wild camels remains because previous efforts have failed. 
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers    

 

 “The Dog” Comprehension Worksheet #21 

 

(1) Dogs are used for rescue, as guides to the blind, for guard or police work, for herding, for 

hunting, and for entertainment. 

(2) Certain foods are dangerous for dogs. 

(3) Dogs are smart, lovable, and obey commands. 

(4) Student answers will vary. Cats would be a good answer. 

(5) Student answers will vary. As humans spread into their habitats, wild dogs decline. 

 

“The Fox” Comprehension Worksheet #22 

 

(1) Yes, because they are fast and they try to hide from humans. 

(2) Foxes have their own territories and hunt on their own. 

(3) They are very fast. 

(4) Student answers will vary. 

(5) Although hunted, red fox populations are not threatened. 

 

“The Goose” Comprehension Worksheet #23 

 

(1) There is less wind resistance for most of the birds. 

(2) They are messy and they eat crops. 

(3) Student answers will vary. Global warming and growing human populations change habitats. 

(4) They are messy, aggressive, and eat crops. 

(5) Student answers will vary. 

 

“The Horse” Comprehension Worksheet #24 

 

(1) Donkeys, mules, zebras, and fish for a few. 

(2) They provide transportation, they work on the farm, and people race them. 

(3) Predators in the wild horse habitats affect them. Availability of water is a factor. 

(4) The future looks good due to controlled predator populations and government support. 

(5) More water holes and improved grasslands. 

 

 “The Jackrabbit” Comprehension Worksheet #25 

 

(1) Jackrabbits are larger, have floppy ears, make their homes above ground in nests, and are 
born with complete fur. 

(2) Their speed and leaping ability can help them sometimes escape their predators. 

(3) Night is the most dangerous because they are out looking for food. 

(4) Student answers will vary. Foxes, cats, and coyotes would be good answers. 

(5) Student answers will vary. 
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers    

 

 “The Kangaroo” Comprehension Worksheet #26 

 

(1) Frogs, rabbits, cats, jackrabbits would be good answers. 

(2) More food and less predators would be good predictions. 

(3) Kangaroos mothers and babies have close relationships. Kangaroos stay in groups of one 

male, many females, and their babies. 

(4) Kangaroos are very popular animals and are known for their boxing abilities. 

(5) More irrigated farmlands and the extinction of the Tasmanian wolf. 

 

“The Lion” Comprehension Worksheet #27 

 

(1) Student answers will vary. Horses and zebras would be good answers. 

(2) The male feels that it is his job to protect the pride, not hunt. 

(3) Adult male lions may kill the cubs. 

(4) Adult male lions protect the pride and keep other lions from joining their pride. 

(5) Disease and limitation of their habitat by increasing human populations. 

 

“The Mouse” Comprehension Worksheet #28 

 

(1) They look very similar with their faces and long tails. 

(2) They live in mountain, field, and forest areas. They also live in houses and laboratories. 

(3) In the labs, they have better diets and no predators. 

(4) Student answers will vary. Hamsters and ferrets would be good comparisons. 

(5) They are cute and clever and they live where humans live. 

 

“The Newt” Comprehension Worksheet #29 

 

(1) Newts live mostly on the land; salamanders live mostly in the water. 

(2) Both hatch from eggs into tadpoles and grow legs and lungs after birth. 

(3) They hunt by surprising passing prey with quick, long tongues that snatch their food. 

(4) Their skin is poisonous. 

(5) Areas away from farms. 

 

“The Pig” Comprehension Worksheet #30 

 

(1) Pigs have many uses: meat, leather, entertainment, medical research, and pets. 
(2) Student answers will vary. Sheep and cows are common answers. 

(3) They are butchered and eaten or used to raise other pigs. 

(4) They can be walked; they play tricks; and they are very smart. 

(5) Pigs are popular subjects of literature, movies, television, and are even part of the Chinese 

calendar. 
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 “The Quail” Comprehension Worksheet #31 

 

(1) Japanese quail fly much more and migrate annually. 

(2) Quail look for food together and the covey works together to protect their eggs. 

(3) They alternate watching their eggs; they also use a variety of calls to warn of danger. 

(4) Quail eggs are becoming more popular, so probably more quails will be raised. 

(5) Student answers will vary. 

 

“The Raccoon” Comprehension Worksheet #32 

 

(1) Raccoons go through people’s trash. 

(2) Student answers will vary. Vultures would be a good answer.  

(3) Dead bodies of animals. 

(4) They eat less, are less active, and they sleep a lot during the winter. 

(5) Fashion will decide whether raccoon fur is desired. 

 

“The Seagull” Comprehension Worksheet #33 

 

(1) Because seagulls drink both salt and fresh water, they can live inland and on the coast. 

(2) Seagulls live and work together to protect eggs and attack predators. They have close family 

units for their whole lives. 

(3) Student answers will vary. 

(4) Seagull droppings are a problem; the birds also are a problem for airplanes. 

(5) Because they drink both salt and fresh water, the future is positive for the seagull population. 

 

“The Tiger” Comprehension Worksheet #34 

 

(1) The tiger habitat (forest or jungle) has both light and dark features, matching the stripes. 

(2) Forests and jungle have many rivers; swimming gives tigers a large hunting territory. 

(3) Tigers strangle their prey or knock the prey out with their heavy paws. 

(4) Student answers will vary. Perhaps iguanas, ferrets, and monkeys. 

(5) Successful reintroduction depends on how well the government controls poaching. 

 

“The Vulture” Comprehension Worksheet #35 

 

(1) Student answers will vary. Raccoons would be a good answer. 
(2) Circling allows vultures to wait until the animal dies; allows them to see nearby predators. 

(3) Vultures clean up many of the dead bodies in the wild. 

(4) As a scavenger, vultures are important parts of nature’s cycle of life; they prevent disease. 

(5) Some cultures fear death more than others, so vultures are feared more in some cultures. 
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 “The Wolf” Comprehension Worksheet #36 

 

(1) Ability to run fast and for a long time helps them catch prey. 

(2) Wolves do not chase their prey; they also practice “surplus killing.” 

(3) Student answers will vary.  

(4) Howling helps the pack stay together during hunts. 

(5) It will change habitats. Introducing predators will kill other animals, including livestock. 

 
 “The X-ray Fish” Comprehension Worksheet #37 

 

(1) They tolerate different qualities of water; they eat flake fish food; they are interesting. 

(2) They like the middle of any water depth between plants as their territories. 

(3) Fish larger than one inch that don’t eat other fish (herbivores). 

(4) Those that can’t afford the necessary equipment and those that can’t properly care for fish. 

(5) Student answers will vary. All pets require special care (some more than others). 

 

“The Yak” Comprehension Worksheet #38 

 

(1) Their heart and lungs are large; they have long hair: they stay in their herds. 

(2) Body heat and protection from wind. 

(3) Student answers will vary. Perhaps cows and oxen. 

(4) Hiking, climbing, carrying cargo, and skiing businesses may increase the use of yaks. 

(5) Governments would have to stop the killing of wild yaks and decrease the profit motive. 

 

“The Zebra” Comprehension Worksheet #39 

 

(1) Zebras need a lot of water; they move from season to season to adjust to water supplies. 

(2) Zebras are grazing animals so they have to move a lot; they are also slow eaters. 

(3) Zebras are very social animals: partners stay together; babies are nursed for one year. 

(4) Student answers will vary. 

(5) Zebra populations may increase as the lion population decreases or becomes extinct. 

 

“The Sheep” Comprehension Worksheet #40 

 

(1) They raise sheep because sheep have many uses (wool and meat) and are profitable. 

(2) Student answers will vary. 

(3) They need to separate the rams into different areas. 

(4) They could alert the sheepherder, or perhaps chase off lone coyotes. 

(5) They can recognize their mates, their babies, their guard animals, and their sheepherders. 
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 “The Whale” Comprehension Worksheet #41 

 

(1) Student answers will vary. Perhaps two classrooms. 

(2) Student answers will vary. Perhaps orcas, swallows, or Canadian geese. 

(3) Although humpback mothers are close to their babies, the whales usually swim alone, except 

sometimes they do hunt together. 

(4) The bubbles may frighten or distract the fish. They may not like to swim through bubbles. 

(5) More humpbacks will probably increase tourism because it will be easier to find these 

whales. 

 

“The Python” Comprehension Worksheet #42 

 

(1) For protection against predators and to surprise unsuspecting prey. 

(2) The pythons would not have to eat so often. 

(3) Friction provides warmth; snakes are cold-blooded, so they don’t produce body heat. 

(4) They are in the middle of the food chain: they hunt and are hunted. 

(5) Student answers will vary. Perhaps tigers and elephants. 

 

“The Cheetah” Comprehension Worksheet #43 

 

(1) Cheetahs can chase down prey over short distances. 

(2) They live in Africa and Asia, mostly on the African savannah, but also in mountains and 

forests. 

(3) They can only run for short distances, so they need to be in the best position possible to begin 

their chase. 

(4) Male cheetahs live and hunt in groups and have established territories: females do not. 

(5) Reducing the number of predators in their habitats. 
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Literacy Knowledge 
 

 
“We have long known that students benefit from instruction in common structures  

and elements of narrative or story text (e.g.,  identifying  characters, setting, goal,  

problem, events, resolution, and theme; e.g., Fitzgerald & Spiegel, 1983). With  

respect to informational text, meta-analyses (quantitative studies of many studies)  

have also documented positive impacts (Hebert, Bohaty, & Nelson, 2016; Pyle et al.,  

2017).” 
 

Nell K. Duke, Alessandra E. Ward, P. David Pearson, 2021 

 

Literacy knowledge refers to how language and text are organized to communicate. Children begin 

acquiring literacy knowledge even before their first “Once upon a time…” story.  

 

Pre-Reading Background Knowledge 

 

Children from literate households learn a wealth of background literacy knowledge even before 

they begin to read. Through print and media, children are exposed to story structure, character 

development, and the elements of plot. Moreover, students experience different kinds of narratives, 

such as fairy tales, poems, and songs—many of which include sensory/descriptive writing. 

 

In addition to narrative and sensory descriptive genre, children also learn expository structures and 

their components. For example, when a parent tells a child the agenda for the day such as “First, 

we will finish our breakfast; next, you will brush your teeth; afterwards, you will put on your 

backpack…,” the child learn sequential organization and key sequence and number transitions.  

 

Because older students in reading intervention classes often have missed out on many pre-reading 

learning experiences, the reading intervention teacher has gaps in literacy background knowledge 

to fill to help their students access prior knowledge when reading different types of text. 

 

Directions 

 

The following lessons will serve as a crash course in literacy knowledge for your students. 

Students will learn to identify (read) and apply (write] narrative and sensory/descriptive text 

structures and literary elements. Students will also learn to identify (read) and apply (write] 

expository and argumentative text structures and sentence functions in a wide variety of genre to 

improve reading comprehension. Notice that the lessons involve both sides of the literacy coin– 

reading and writing.  

 

The narrative and sensory/descriptive lessons are provided first, followed by the expository and 

argumentative lessons, but the teacher may decide to pick and choose. Some of the lessons build 

upon previous lessons, but others are stand-alone.  

 

The teacher introduces each lesson; students complete guided practice with correction and 

review; and students complete the lesson with independent practice, which serves as the 

formative assessment. 
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Narrative and Sensory/Descriptive Structures, Literary 

Elements, and Genre Instructional Sequence 
 

 
Introduction and Teaching Procedures    Page 691 
 
Fable: Direct and Indirect Characterization in Exposition, Anthropomorphism Pages 692–694 

“The Tortoise and the Duck” an Aesop’s Fable 
 

Fairy Tale: Protagonist, Antagonist, Mood, and Setting in Exposition, Imagery Pages 695–696 
“Little Red Riding Hood” 
 

Fantasy: Conflict, Story Dialogue and Speaker Tags     Pages 697–699 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (Carroll) 
 

Allegory: Symbolism, Theme        Pages 700–702 
The Wizard of Oz (Langley) The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe (Lewis) 
 

Folklore: Rising Action        Pages 703–705 
 “John Henry—A Steel Drivin’ Man” “Oh, My Darling Clementine” 
 
Science Fiction: Climax, Foreshadowing, Flashback     Pages 706–709 
 “War of the Worlds” Radio Broadcast” “The Boy Who Cried Chux” 
 
Mystery: Falling Action, Plot Diagram, First Person Point of View   Pages 710–712 
 “The Tell-Tale Heart” (Poe) 
 
Historical Fiction: Resolution/Denouement, Story Map, Third Person   Pages 713–715 
Point of View (Omniscient and Limited) 
 “The Dude and the Old West” 
 
Humor: Verbal Irony, Puns, Sarcasm       Pages 716–718 
 “The W.C.” Joke 
 
Legend: Situational Irony        Pages 719–721 
 “The Legend of Arrow Boy” a Native-American Legend 
 
Mythology: Dramatic Irony, Personification      Pages 722–724 
 “The Egg and Pangu” a Chinese Creation Myth 

 
Drama: 5 Act Dramatic Structure, Soliloquy, Dialogue, Stage Directions  Pages 725–727 
 Romeo and Juliet (Shakespeare) 
 
Tall Tale: Literal Language, Hyperbole    Pages 728–729 

“Paul Bunyan and the Blue Ox” 
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Romance: Subplots, Framed Narrative      Pages 730–734 
 “Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz” (The Book of Ruth) 
 
Coming-of-Age: Metaphor, Simile, Juxtaposition, Paradox, Oxymoron  Pages 735–737 

“Marco Polo” Journal Entry 
  

Biography: Idiomatic Expressions, Allusion    Pages 738–740 
“Michael’s Motivation” Biography of Michael Jordan 
 

Narrative Speech: Parallelism        Pages 741–743 
 “The Gettysburg Address” (Abraham Lincoln) 
 “I Have a Dream” (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.) 
 
Narrative Poem: Rhyme Scheme and Meter      Pages 744–749 

“Paul Revere’s Ride” (Henry Wadsworth Longfellow) 
 

Poetic Structure and Literary Devices: Alliteration, Assonance, and Consonance Pages 750–753 
 “The Rain in Spain” (Frederick Loewe) 

“The Tiger” (William Blake)  
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” (Robert Frost) 
 

Adventure and Epic Poems: Heroic Character Traits     Pages 754–756 
 “Odysseus and the Cyclops” (Homer) 
 
Answers          Pages 757–767 
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Expository and Argumentative Structures,  

Sentence Functions, and Genre Instructional Sequence 
 

 
Introduction and Teaching Procedures    Page 768 

 

Topic Sentences                      Sentence Functions    Pages 769 

Hierarchy and Structure 

 

Concrete Details                      Phrases    Pages 770 

Specific and Observable 

 

Concrete Details                      Complete Sentences    Pages 771 

Sentence Syntax 

 

Concrete Details                      Quotation Lead-Ins    Pages 772 

Citations 

 

Concrete Details                      Definition Transitions    Pages 773 

Three-Sentence Paragraphs 

 

Concrete Details                      Number or Sequence Transitions   Pages 774 

Three-Sentence Paragraphs 

 

Concrete Details                      Time Transitions    Pages 775 

Three-Sentence Paragraphs 

 

Concrete Details                      Addition Transitions    Pages 776  

Three-Sentence Paragraphs 

 

Concrete Details                      Example Transitions    Pages 777 

Three-Sentence Paragraphs 

 

Concrete Details                      Explanation Transitions    Pages 778 

Three-Sentence Paragraphs 

 

Concrete Details                      Comparison Transitions    Pages 779 

Three-Sentence Paragraphs 

 

Concrete Details                      Contrast Transitions    Pages 780 

Three-Sentence Paragraphs 

 

Commentary                            Body Paragraphs    Pages 781 

Five-Sentence Paragraphs 
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Commentary                            Analysis Transitions    Pages 782 

Five-Sentence Paragraphs 

 

Commentary                            Cause-Effect Transitions    Pages 783 

Five-Sentence Paragraphs 

 

Concluding Statements            Conclusion Transitions    Pages 784 

Five-Sentence Paragraphs 

 

Author’s Purpose:                    Descriptive Text                          Pages 785 

Topic Sentence in Middle 

 

Author’s Purpose:                    Informational Text                          Pages 786 

Topic Sentence at End 

 

Author’s Purpose:                    Sequential Text                          Pages 787 

Concluding Statement 

 

Author’s Purpose:                    Explanatory Text                      Pages 788 

Seven-Sentence Paragraph 

 

Author’s Purpose:                    Compare and Contrast Text           Pages 789 

Seven-Sentence Paragraph 

 

Author’s Purpose:                    Analytical Text                   Pages 790 

Four-Sentence Paragraph 

 

Author’s Purpose:                    Problem/Solution Text                  Pages 791 

Implied Topic Sentence 

 

Author’s Purpose:                    Cause and Effect Text                  Pages 792 

Six-Sentence Paragraph 

 

Author’s Purpose:                    Evaluative Text                   Pages 793 

Argumentative Paragraph 

 

Author’s Purpose:                    Persuasive Text                   Pages 794 

Argumentative Paragraph 

 

Answers    Pages 795–798 
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Narrative and Sensory/Descriptive Structures,  

Literary Elements, and Genres Directions 
 

 

Narrative text includes any type of writing that relates a series of events and includes fiction, 

non-fiction, and poetry. Sensory/descriptive text uses descriptive language, involving the senses, 

to create mental images and is featured in poems, songs, and journals. The following lessons 

provide guided and independent practice in narrative and sensory/descriptive structures, literary 

elements, and genre.  

 

Text Structure 

 

Narrative text tells a story, and stories follow certain structures. These structures are known as  

story grammars. Different narrative genre, such as fantasy and historical fiction, have different 

story grammars (Mandler & Johnson, 1977; Rumelhart, 1975; Stein & Glenn, 1979).  

 

As readers learn how different stories are told, they develop schema, or expectations, for each 

genre. This prior knowledge improves comprehension as readers fit what they are reading into 

their prior knowledge of that genre’s story grammar. 

 

Literary Elements 

 

Literary elements are commonly described as the components of a literature. For example, theme 

and mood are common components of narrative texts. More specific literary elements, such as 

dialogue or foreshadowing are often referred to as literary devices or techniques. 

 

Since authors use literary elements to enhance meaning in both narrative and sensory/descriptive 

texts, readers need to be familiar with these elements to accurately interpret the author’s 

meaning. For example, when Shakespeare’s Hamlet refers to “the slings and arrows of 
outrageous fortune,” in the “To Be or Not to Be” soliloquy (Line 58), readers with prior 

knowledge of metaphors and soliloquys will be better prepared to interpret Hamlet’s comparison 

of unlike things and the purpose and features of the dramatic insights of talking out loud to oneself. 

 

Genre 

 

Students are best exposed to different narrative structures (story grammars) and authors’ use of 

common literary elements by learning and practicing each in a wide variety of genre. The 

following lessons include the most common narrative and sensory/descriptive genre. For each 

lesson, students will also learn the key literary elements that authors use in these texts. 

 

Teaching Procedures 

 

Read the lesson, work though the GUIDED PRACTICE with students, and assign the 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE. 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Fable 
 

 

A fable is a narrative-based genre which the author uses to demonstrate a useful truth. In a fable, 

animals are the main characters, and they speak and act as humans. Often, a moral ends the fable. 

 

As in other stories, a fable begins with exposition. Exposition introduces the main character or 

characters. The exposition also includes the story’s setting (the time and place) and sets the mood 

of the story. The mood of a story is the general feeling that the author wants the reader to feel 

throughout the story. 

 

In a fable, the character traits of animals are shared with the reader through direct 

characterization and indirect characterization. With direct characterization, the author uses 

words (often adjectives) to describe the characters’ traits (personalities). An author also shows 

character traits through their speech and actions with indirect characterization. 

 

Because fables feature animals, the author often uses anthropomorphism. Anthropomorphism is a 

literary device in which non-human characters become human-like. When a human characteristic 

or action is applied to an animal or other non-human object, the author is using personification. 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: In the following passage from Aesop’s fable, “The Tortoise and the Duck,” [bracket] 

the key words which describe the tortoise’s character traits through direct characterization. 

Highlight the words which show character traits through indirect characterization. Underline the 

words which are anthropomorphisms. 
 

 

The Tortoise, you know, 
carries his house on his back. 
No matter how hard he tries, he 
cannot leave home. They say 
that Jupiter punished him so, 
because he was such a lazy 
stay-at-home that he would not 
go to Jupiter's wedding, even 
when especially invited. 

              

 

After many years, Tortoise 
began to wish he had gone to 
that wedding. When he saw how 
gaily the birds flew about and 
how the Hare and the Chipmunk 
and all the other animals ran 
nimbly by, always eager to see 
everything there was to be seen, 
the Tortoise felt very sad and 
discontented. He wanted to see 
the world too, and there he was 
with a house on his back and 
little, short legs that could hardly 
drag him along.  
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Use direct characterization to describe the personality of a pet or zoo animal. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Directions: Use indirect characterization to show the personality of a pet or zoo animal. Include an 

anthropomorphism in your characterization. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

A character may be classified as static or dynamic. A static character doesn’t change much from 

the beginning to the end of a story. A dynamic character does change as the plot develops. 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: From the following ending to Aesop’s fable, “The Tortoise and the Duck,” write notes 

on the text to explain and provide examples to argue whether the tortoise was a static or dynamic 

character. Make sure to connect this second part of the fable to the first. 

 

 

One day he met a pair of 
ducks and told them his trouble. 

"We can help you to see 
the world," said the ducks. "Take 
hold of this stick with your teeth 
and we will carry you far up in 
the air where you can see the 
whole countryside. But keep 
quiet or you will be sorry." 
              That made the tortoise 
happy. He bit the stick with his 
teeth, the two ducks took hold of 
it one at each end, and away 
they sailed up toward the clouds. 

 

Just then a crow flew by. He 
was very much astonished at the 
strange sight and cried: "This must 
surely be the King of Tortoises!" 

"Why certainly—" began 
the tortoise. 

But as he opened his mouth 
to say these foolish words he lost 
his hold on the stick, and down he 
fell to the ground, where he was 
dashed to pieces on a rock. 
…..  
Foolish curiosity and pride leads to 
misfortune. 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: The moral of the story is “Foolish curiosity and pride leads to misfortune.” Explain 

how the moral applies to the fable. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Directions: If you were writing a story, in which you were describing the character traits of a 

friend or family member, use direct and indirect characterization to show how a friend or family 

member has been a dynamic character. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Fairy Tale 
 

 

A fairy tale is a narrative-based genre for children, which includes people who interact with 

magical creatures. 

 

As in other stories, a fairy tale begins with exposition. Exposition introduces the main characters, 

usually a protagonist (the good hero) and an antagonist (the bad guy). The exposition also 

includes the story’s setting (the time and place) and sets the mood of the story. The mood of a 

story is the general feeling that the author wants the reader to feel throughout the story. 

 

The setting of a fairy tale often establishes the mood of the story. Fairy tales which begin with 

“Once upon a time…” usually identify the place and main characters soon thereafter. The setting 

is general, so that the reader feels like the story could happen at any time and in any place. 

 

Frequently, an author uses sensory words (taste, smell, sight, touch, or hearing) to describe 

objects, ideas, and actions and help the reader visualize the story. This literary device is known 

as imagery.  

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: From the exposition in this fairy tale, “Little Red Riding Hood,” [bracket] the words 

which show the author’s use of imagery. 

 

 

 
 

Once upon a time, there 
was a little girl who lived with her 
father and mother in a house at 
the edge of a dark forest. In the 
same forest, her grandmother 
also lived in a small cottage.  

The grandmother had 
given her granddaughter a soft, 
red, hooded coat which she wore 
so much that everyone called her 
“Little Red Riding Hood.” 

One dreary, cold morning 
the little girl’s mother said,  
"Put on your warm red coat and 
 

take this basket of fresh, just-out-
of-the-oven ginger cookies to 
your sick grandmother.”  

Later, as Little Red Riding 
Hood was walking in the forest, 
she heard a deep voice from 
behind her saying, "What is in 
your basket? It smells delicious.”  

Little Red Riding Hood 
turned around and saw a great 
big wolf with fire-red eyes. The 
wolf inched toward her, but the 
sound of an ax on a nearby tree 
made the wolf run into the forest. 
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Directions: Describe the mood established in the exposition of “Little Red Riding Hood.” 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write the exposition to begin an original fairy tale. Include the setting (time and 

place), a protagonist (the good hero) and an antagonist (the bad guy), and set the mood of your 

story with plenty of imagery.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Fantasy 
 

 

A fantasy is a narrative-based genre which includes a make-believe world with strange and 

magical characters, who often have supernatural powers. 

 

As in all stories, the fantasy begins with the exposition. The exposition introduces the main 

characters, usually a protagonist (the good hero) and an antagonist (the bad guy). The exposition 

also includes the story’s setting (the time and place) and sets the mood of the story. The mood of 

a story is the general feeling that the author wants the reader to feel throughout the story. 

 

Shortly following the exposition, an author introduces the key conflicts in the story. Following 

are five forms of conflict used in the narrative genres. The word versus means against. 

 

1. The character versus character conflict develops from a direct confrontation between two 

people or two groups of people. Example: Harry Potter and friends versus the evil Voldemort. 

2. The character versus self conflict arises from an internal struggle taking place within a 

character. Example: The hobbit, Bilbo Baggins, struggling whether to use or ignore the power of 

the ring he wears. 

3. The character versus society conflict deals with the issues that an individual has with the 

traditions and values of the community. Example: In the Mary Poppins books and movies, 

Mary’s ideas of children and parenting conflict with those of traditional English society. 

4. The character versus nature conflict results from the character or characters facing a natural 

disaster. Examples: A character shipwrecked on a deserted island after a storm. 

5. The character versus technology conflict involves technology which cannot be controlled by 

the character and acts on its own. Example: A group of robots use their artificial intelligence to 

rebel against their creators. 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

Directions: In the spaces provided, write the capital letters which best match the types of conflict. 

[Bracket] the words in the capital letter matching answers which are characteristics of the fantasy 

narrative genre. 

 

___1. Character versus character conflict  A. The autopilot refused to shut off. 

___2. Character versus self conflict   B. “Should I do what is right or wrong?” 

___3. Character versus society conflict  C. The dwarves battle the goblins. 

___4. Character versus nature conflict D. The orc could not live with the magicians 

with their mind-control. 

___5. Character versus technology conflict  E. The Martian spaceship sped out of  

       control through the dangerous asteroid belt. 
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An author often uses dialogue to introduce and develop conflict in a short story or novel. A new 

paragraph is used when the speaker changes. A speaker tag is used to identify the speaker and how 

the speaker says what is being said. What the speaker says is enclosed in quotation marks. 

 

The speaker may be a noun (a person, place, or thing) or a personal pronoun (I, you, he, she, it, we, 

they) and may include an adjective to modify (to describe, change, or limit) the speaker.  

Examples with Speaker Tags in [Brackets]:  

[The sorrowful rabbit said,] “Things don’t have to end this way!” 

[She responded,] “No, they don’t.” 

 

How the speaker says what is being said is a verb and may include an adverb to modify (define, 

describe, identify, or limit) the verb. 

Examples with Speaker Tags in [Brackets]:  

 [Henry shouted loudly,] “Stop it! 

 

Speaker tags may be included before, in the middle, or at the end of what the speaker says. The 

ending punctuation is placed inside (to the left) of the ending quotation marks. 

Examples with Speaker Tags in [Brackets]: 

 [The elf shouted,] “Things don’t have to end this way!” 

 “If they don’t,” [the fairy responds,] “It will be because of you.” 

 “Okay, I’ll compromise, as usual,” [sighs the elf, holding back her tears.] 

 

Directions: In the fantasy novel, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll, young 

Alice comes upon a large table set out under a tree. At the table sit three characters: a March 

Hare, a Hatter, and a Dormouse. Much to their displeasure, Alice sits down with them. After a 

while, the Hatter speaks to Alice. Read their dialogue and [bracket] the speaker tags. 
 

 

The Hatter says to Alice, 
“Your long hair needs cutting.” 

“You should learn not to 
make personal remarks,” Alice 
said with some severity; “it’s very 
rude.” 

The Hatter opened his 
eyes very wide on hearing this; 
but all he said was, “Why is a 
raven like a writing-desk?” 

“Come, we shall have 
some fun now!” thought Alice. 
“I’m glad they’ve begun asking 
riddles. I believe I can guess that,” 

 

she added aloud. 
 “Do you mean that you 
think you can find out the answer 
to it?” said the March Hare. 
 “Exactly so,” said Alice. 
 “Then you should say what 
you mean,” the March Hare went 
on. 
 “I do,” Alice hastily replied; 
“at least—at least I mean what I 
say—that’s the same thing, you 
know.” 
 “Not the same thing a bit!” 
said the Hatter. 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write the exposition to begin an original fantasy. Include the setting (time and place), 

a protagonist (the good hero) and an antagonist (the bad guy), and establish the mood of your 

story. Following the exposition, add dialogue to introduce what will be the conflict in your fantasy. 

Use all three speaker tag placements in your dialogue. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Allegory 
 

 

An allegory is an extended metaphor, used to compare two unlike objects, ideas, or events. 

When used in the narrative genre, the fictional story has a hidden message and meaning that the 

reader must interpret. Basically, the allegory tells two (or more) stories in one. 

 

Allegories use symbols, such as an object, word, person, place, or event, to represent ideas which 

are shared by the multiple stories. The symbols often connect to the theme. 

Examples: A white dove often symbolizes peace. A red rose often symbolizes love. A cross 

symbolizes sacrifice. 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: In the spaces provided, write the capital letters which best match what the object, 

word, person, place, or event symbolizes. [Bracket] the words in the capital letter matching 

answers which are characteristics of the fantasy narrative genre. 

 

___1. A golden key     A. The states 

___2. A sunrise     B. A dream that comes true 

___3. A winding road     C. The answer or solution to a problem 

___4. The 50 stars on the American flag D. Life isn’t always easy. 

 

___5. The end of a rainbow    E. Hope in new possibilities 

 

A theme is an author’s message or truth about something important in life that everyone 

experiences. The theme is unstated, but is developed throughout the plot of a story so that the 

reader can discover it through careful reading. In an allegory, the theme is the common message 

between the shared and hidden stories. 

Examples: Betrayal and forgiveness in C.S. Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia. Civilization versus 

chaos in William Goulding’s Lord of the Flies. 

 

Directions: Read the passages from the following allegories. Choose among these themes to best 

match the author’s message in each passage. Write the themes in the spaces provided. 

 

Themes: Never give up. Good versus evil. You can’t judge a book by its cover. You already have 

what it takes to succeed.  
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  The Wizard of Oz (Langley)    The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe (Lewis) 

 

 
 

 

 

From her journey in the Land of Oz, Kansas 
farmgirl, Dorothy Gale, discovers that “there’s 
no place like home.” 
 

 “Well, I… I think that it… 
that it wasn’t enough to just 
want to see Uncle Henry and 
Auntie Em… and it’s that if I ever 
go looking for my heart’s desire 
again, I won’t look any further 
than my own backyard; because 
if it isn’t there, I never really lost it 
to begin with.” 
 
 
Theme 1: _______________________ 
 

Four children in the land of Narnia are 
following a robin to look for a captured friend. 

 “We’re following a guide 
we know nothing about. How do 
we know which side that bird is 
on? Why shouldn’t it be leading 
us into a trap?” 
 “That’s a nasty idea. Still—
a robin you know. They’re good 
birds in all the stories I’ve ever 
read. I’m sure a robin wouldn’t be 
on the wrong side.” 
 “If it comes to that, which 
is the right side? 
 

Theme 2: _______________________ 

  “I can’t ride my bike. Every 
one of the kids on my block can 
ride a two-wheeler except me.”  

“My mom took off my 
training wheels last month. She 
says she will help me practice, 
but she never has time.” 
 “I try to learn by myself. I 
can get on the bike seat, but the 
minute I lift my feet off the 
ground, I begin to fall. I get on 
and fall. I get on again and I fall 
again. Tomorrow, I’ll try again. 
 
 

Theme 3: _______________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
Theme: _________________________ 
 

  As I walked out the back 
door of the store into the alley, a 
ragged-looking old man followed 
me. He waved at me to stop, but I 
kept walking. 
 “Miss,” he said, “I’ve got 
something for you.” 
 I pretended not to hear 
him; I quickened my pace; but so 
did he. I began to panic. 

I turned around and he 
yelled, “You dropped your wallet.”  
 
Theme 4: _______________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Theme: _________________________ 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Choose one of the themes from this lesson and write a short allegory in which you 

include a hidden message or meaning. Include a few examples of symbolism in your story. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Folklore 
 

 

The narrative-based genre of folklore includes songs and stories of a people or "folk" as handed 

down by word of mouth. 

 

The rising action is the series of complications after the exposition (characters, setting, and 

mood) and the conflict is established, and before the climax (highest point of interest). The rising 

action develops the major conflict in the text.  

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the introduction to the song, “John Henry—A Steel Drivin’ Man.” [Bracket] 

the setting; underline the main character; and highlight the conflict.  

 

John Henry was born a slave in the 1840s. After gaining his freedom following the Civil War, he 

was hired as a steel-driver for the C&O Railroad. A steel-driver was also known as a hammer 

man, and his job was to hammer holes into rock by hitting thick steel drills in order to dig out 

tunnels for the trains.  

 

According to the folklore, John Henry could drill more holes and open up more feet of tunnel per 

day than any other man. While working on the mile-long Big Bend Tunnel in West Virginia, a 

salesman (called the Cap’n in the following song) came to the tunnel, boasting that his steam-

powered drill could out-drill any man. John Henry took on the challenge of man versus machine. 

At the end of the day-long race, John Henry had won, driving 14 feet to the drill's 9. He died 

shortly after from complete exhaustion. 

 

 
 

People usually speak less formally than they write. In folklore and other narrative genre, authors 

often use common, informal language to add realism to their characters and dialogue. These 

words, phrases, slang, and contractions are known as colloquialisms. 
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Directions: Read the song lyrics and number the key developments in the rising action before 

the death of John Henry (the climax). 

 

  
 

 

  

John Henry‒A Steel Drivin’ Man 
 

John Henry was a steel drivin’ 
man, 
He died with a hammah in his 
hand, 
Oh, come along boys and line the 
track 
For John Henry ain’t never comin’ 
back. 

Cap’n said to John Henry, 
You’ve got a willin’ mind. 
But you just well lay yoh 
hammah down, 
You’ll nevah beat this drill of 
mine. 
 
The steam drill was on the right 
hand side, 
John Henry was on the left, 
Says before I let this steam drill 
beat me down, 
I’ll hammah myself to death. 

Then John Henry he did hammah, 
He did make his hammah sound. 
Says now one more lick fore 
quittin’ time, 
An’ I’ll beat this steam drill down. 
 
The hammah that John Henry 
swung, 
It weighed over 9 poun’ 
He swung that hammah one las’ 
time, 
And he fell dead on the ground. 

They took John Henry to the 
White House,  
And buried him in the sand. 
And every locomotive come 
roarin’ by, 
Says there lays that steel drivin’ 
man. 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write song lyrics to tell the exposition (characters, setting, and mood), conflict, and 

rising action of this traditional narrative song, “Oh, My Darling Clementine.” In the story, a Gold 

Rush miner loses his love, Clementine, when she drowns near his mine. Use some of the words 

from the Word Bank to tell the first part of this story. 

 

Word Bank: miner, 49er, mine, gold, darling, Clementine, wagon, lake, river, canyon, drilling, 

pick axe, gold vein, rocks, dirt, dark, gold pan, California, 1849, ore cart, mountain 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Drove the horses to the water, 

Every morning just at nine, 

Hit her foot against a splinter, 

Fell into the foaming brine. (water) 

 

Ruby lips above the water, 

Blowing bubbles soft and fine, 

But alas, I was no swimmer, 

So I lost my Clementine. 

 

How I missed her! How I missed her! 

How I missed my Clementine. 

But I kissed her little sister, 

And forgot my Clementine. 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Science Fiction 
 

 

Science Fiction, often referred to as Sci-Fi, is a narrative genre which uses elements of real or 

imagined science and technology as a key part of the story. Science fiction usually has settings in 

the future or on other planets. A dystopian novel is science fiction set in an evil society. 

 

After a story’s exposition (characters, setting, and mood), the series of complications in the 

rising action develops the central conflict to the climax. The climax is the most exciting or 

interesting part of the story. It is the turning point in which the the conflict will begin to be 

resolved. 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the introduction to the science fiction radio broadcast, “War of the Worlds.” 

Next, read the climax of this narrative, and [bracket] the words which especially excite or 

interest the reader. 

 

On Halloween night in 1938, radio personality, Orson Welles interrupted regular programming 

with a breaking news story. His pretend story was very realistic. It began with “Ladies and 

gentlemen, we interrupt our program of dance music to bring you a special bulletin from the 

Intercontinental Radio News.”  

 

Over the next hour, pretend news reporters describe a Martian invasion of earth. The rising 

action builds suspense as news reports from all over the world detail the landings of Martians in 

their enormous war machines. Following are excerpts (parts of the text) from the climax. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCER: I’m speaking from the roof of the 
Broadcasting Building, New York City. The bells you hear are 
ringing to warn the people to evacuate the city as the 
Martians approach. No more defenses. Our army wiped out... 
artillery, air force, everything wiped out. This may be the last 
broadcast. We’ll stay here to the end...  
 

Streets are all jammed. Wait a minute... Enemy now in sight. 
Five — five great machines. First one is crossing river. Now 
they’re lifting their metal hands. This is the end now. Smoke 
comes out... black smoke, drifting over the city. Now the 
smoke’s spreading faster. People are falling like flies.   
(BODY FALLS) 
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The literary device, known as foreshadowing, is a hint provided by an author through dialogue, 

description, or characters' actions about what will happen later in the story, often in the climax.  

 

Directions: Read the following breaking news interruption to the regular radio broadcast. How 

does this foreshadow what happens in the climax? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         

ANNOUNCER TWO: Ladies and gentlemen, we interrupt our 
program of dance music to bring you a special bulletin from 
the Intercontinental Radio News. At twenty minutes before 
eight, central time, Professor Farrell of the Mount Jennings 
Observatory, Chicago, Illinois, reports observing several 
explosions of incandescent gas, occurring at regular intervals 
on the planet Mars. The spectroscope indicates the gas to be 
hydrogen and moving towards the earth with enormous 
velocity. Professor Pierson of the Observatory at Princeton 
confirms Farrell’s observation, and describes the 
phenomenon as “like a jet of blue flame shot from a gun.” 
(BODY FALLS) 
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The literary device, known as flashback, is a hint provided by an author through dialogue. 

While foreshadowing looks forward, the literary device, known as flashback, looks backward to 

previous events or dialogue. Frequently, flashbacks are used to fill in the blanks for the reader 

with necessary background to better understand what is going on in the sequence of plot events.  

 

Directions: Read the following excerpts (parts of the text), and [bracket] or highlight the events 

in the flashback. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

ANNOUNCER: Ladies and gentlemen, those strange beings 
who landed tonight are the vanguard of an invading army 
from the planet Mars. The battle has ended in one of the 
most startling defeats ever suffered by any army in modern 
times; seven thousand men armed with rifles and machine 
guns pitted against a single fighting machine of the invaders 
from Mars. One hundred and twenty known survivors. The 
rest of our forces, crushed and trampled to death under the 
metal feet of the monster, or burned to cinders by its heat 
ray. The monster is now in control of the middle section of 
New Jersey. 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read “The Boy Who Cried Chux” by Mark Pennington. [Bracket] the climax, 

underline the foreshadowing, and highlight the flashback. 
 

 
 

 

The Boy Who Cried Chux 
 

              There once was a naughty 
boy who lived on the planet Zee. 
His parents owned a sky ranch 
with a herd of over 500 rinz. The 
boy’s only chore was to guard the 
rinz herd after school each day on 
his hoverboard.  

One day, while guarding 
the rinz, the naughty boy sent out 
a distress signal to Zee Command. 

“Chux alert!” he signaled. 
“Chux are attacking our rinz!” 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Immediately, Zee Command 
sent a dozen T105 cruisers to help 
the boy fend off the chux.  

But when they arrived at the 
sky ranch, there was no chux‒ only 
the naughty boy laughing at the 
joke that he played on the pilots. 

"Never signal a false chux 
alert!” scolded the commander. “If 
you ask for help when you don’t 
need it, help might not come when 
you really do need it.”  

“False alert, pilots. No chux 
here. Let’s get back to base.” 
 
 
 

 
 

The next day, the naughty 
boy sent out another distress 
signal: “Chux alert! Come quickly!”  

Once again, Zee Command 
sent out cruisers to help, but the 
pilots found no chux, only the boy 
laughing once more at them. The 
angry pilots flew back to their base.  

The next day, the boy saw 
two real chux, attacking the rinz. 

“Chux alert!” he signaled. 
“Chux really are after our rinz!” 

When Zee Command saw  
the distress signal, the commander 
 
 

 
Theme: _________________________ 
 

told her pilots, “Remember how 
that boy laughed at us yesterday 
and the day before? There are no 
chux. We won’t be fooled again.” 

When the boy did not come 
home for dinner, his parents called 
Zee Command. The commander 
flew to the sky ranch. She found 
the boy crying on his hoverboard, 
hovering next to two dead rinz. 

The boy moaned, "I sent a 
distress signal, but you didn’t come."  

The commander said, “Sooner 
or later, no one believes a liar.” 
 
 
 
 

 
Theme: _________________________ 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Mystery 
 

 

A mystery is a narrative-based genre in which secrets are discovered or a crime is solved. The 

protagonist (the good hero) often serves as a detective to figure out something done and hidden 

by the antagonist (the bad guy). Some mysteries are also featured in thriller or horror genres. 

 

After a story’s exposition (characters, setting, and mood), a series of complications in the rising 

action develops the central conflict to the climax. The climax is the most exciting or interesting 

part of the story. It is the turning point in which the the conflict will begin to be resolved. 

 

Following the climax, the falling action includes the series of events which will lead to resolving 

the central conflict of the story.  

 

In a mystery, the climax is the turning point of the plot in which the mystery appears to be 

solved and the protagonist confronts whom or what seems to be the antagonist. However, events 

in the falling action show the story characters and the reader that the mystery has not yet been 

solved. Often, the protagonist’s life is endangered during the falling action as the true identity of 

the antagonist begins to be discovered and the mystery begins to be solved.  

 

A variety of graphics help us visualize the elements of plot. On such plot diagram is in the shape 

of pyramid. 

 

Plot Diagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Climax 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exposition         Resolution 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Beginning of the story in 

which the author introduces 

the setting, main 

characters, and mood. 

 

The central conflict of the 

story and the complications 

which develop. 

The most exciting or 

interesting part of the story. 

The turning point of the 

plot to solve the conflict. 

 
Events leading to the  

end of the story. 

 

The end of the story  

in which the conflict  

is resolved. 
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GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

In Edgar Allen Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart,” the elements of the plot, leading up to the falling 

action, are briefly summarized as follows: 

 

Exposition: The narrator of the story in this first person narrative lives in the same building as an 

old man with a terrifying, vulture-like eye. The narrator wishes to prove his sanity to the reader 

even though he admits to planning the murder the old man because of the old man’s terrifying, 

vulture-like eye. 

Conflict: The narrator is haunted by his idea that the old man’s eye is evil and is constantly 

watching him. The narrator wants to kill the old man and close that eye forever. 

Rising Action: Over seven nights, the narrator opens the door to the old man’s room to kill him, 

but the old man’s eye is open, and seeing it prevents the narrator from committing the crime. 

Climax: On the eighth night, the narrator opens the door to the old man’s room again. This time 

the old man wakes up. The narrator remains at the door, watching the eye and listening to what he 

says is the increasingly loud beating of the old man’s heart. The fearful and angry narrator rushes 

into the room and the old man screams. The narrator smothers the old man until he can no longer 

hear the beating of his heart. 

 

Directions: Read these excerpts from the story’s falling action. Number the sequence of key 
events which will lead to resolving the central conflict of the story. 

 

 
 

Resolution: The narrator can no longer take the mockery of the police officers and the beating of 

the tell-tale heart. He confesses his crime to the police, saying “I admit the deed! Tear up the 

planks! It is the beating of his hideous heart!” 

First, I cut the old man’s 
body into pieces. I pulled up three 
of the boards that formed the 
floor and put the pieces there. 
Then I put the boards down again 
so no human eye could see that 
they had been moved. 

 

 After doing so, I heard a 
knock at the door. I opened the 
door and three police officers 
were at the doorstep, saying that 
a neighbor had called them, 
having heard the old man’s scream. 
 
 
 
 

 

I told the officers that it 
was my own scream in a dream 
and that the old man had gone to 
the country to visit a friend. 
 We sat in the old man’s 
bedroom talking, and a quiet 
sound began growing louder and 
louder. It was the beating of the 
old man’s heart below the floor. 

Why did the officers 
pretend that they could not hear 
the heartbeat? They were 
mocking me in their silence. 
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The point of view is the way in which a story, play, poem, or song is told. The point of view also 

shows the relationship between the narrator (storyteller) and the characters. In “The Tell-Tale 

Heart,” the author tells the story through a single character. The main character is the narrator. 

The first person point of view limits the author to sharing only what the main character knows. 

 

In the first person point of view, the author uses first person pronouns, such as I, me, we, us, my, 

mine, our, ours, myself, and ourselves to tell much of the story. 

 

Directions: Re-read the falling action excerpt, and [bracket] the first person pronouns. 

 

What knowledge is hidden from the main character in the falling action because the story 

is told in the first person point of view? In other words, what does the reader know that the 

murderer does not know? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Why can the first person point of view be especially useful to an author writing a mystery? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Re-write this falling action in a mystery novel, using the first person point of view. 
 

After the lunchroom food fight, David walked back to the class room to look for his 

binder. No one was in the room, but his teacher’s desk was trashed. The drawers were open. 

Someone had been in the room before him and was looking to steal something from Mr. Pine.  

Suddenly, David realized he was in trouble. If anyone saw him now, they would assume 

that he was the thief. As David turned toward the door he saw what looked like his own 

handwriting on the board: FOOD FIGHT AT 12:00! 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre:  

Historical Fiction 
 

 

The narrative-based genre of historical fiction is a story with fictional characters involved in 

historical settings and events. Historical fiction mixes fiction and non-fiction, but the historical 

facts are unchanged. When more fiction is included than non-fiction the genre is known as 

realistic fiction. For example, Western novels based upon the American frontier experience are 

realistic fiction. 

Historical fiction includes all of the narrative genre plot elements. After a story’s exposition 

(characters, setting, and mood), a series of complications in the rising action develops the central 

conflict to the climax. The climax is the most exciting or interesting part of the story. It is the 

turning point and leads to the falling action. 

 

Following the falling action, the resolution is the final step in the plot. The ending resolves the 

central conflict of the story and everything returns normal. The resolution is often referred to as 

the denouement. Borrowed from French, the word derives from Latin and means “untie the 

knot,” a fitting description of how the resolution unravels the narrative strands which the 

author has woven together in the story.  

Plot Diagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Climax 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exposition         Resolution 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Beginning of the story in 

which the author introduces 
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which develop. 
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The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 716 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: In the following short story by Mark Pennington, “The Dude and the Old West,” 

[bracket] the conflict, highlight the falling action, and number the three parts of the resolution. 

 

 
 

 

The Dude and the Old West 
 

              Jamie May wasn’t a dude 
until he stepped onto the train 
platform in Abilene, Kansas. He 
dressed like most gentlemen from 
Philadelphia in 1871: black suit, 
turned-up shirt collar, felt derby hat 
with a ribbon, and a gold watch 
fob, hanging out of his vest pocket. 
 Before the train crossed into 
Kansas, the conductor tried to 
warn him. He said, “You know, 
Abilene is a rough and ready 
 
 
 
 

 

cattle town. It’s full of cowboys 
fresh off the Chisholm Trail, outlaws, 
and other vermin. The town smells to 
high heaven. And you won’t find a 
derby hat on anyone… not even the 
gamblers. You sure about Abilene?” 
 “Thank you for your concern, 
good sir. It is my first visit out West. 
My publisher sent me to interview 
Abilene’s marshal, “Wild Bill” 
Hickock. I write what are called 
‘dime store novels’ about the West.”  

“You mean you write about 
folks and places you’ve never seen?” 
 
 

 
 

asked the conductor. 
 “Good authors see with their 
pens. Now, please excuse me, sir.” 
 “Okay, but don’t say I didn’t 
warn you,” said the conductor. 
 The next morning, Jamie 
stepped off the platform onto the 
dusty streets of Abilene. He twirled 
his cane and walked to the hotel. 
 “Just where do you think 
you’re going, dude?” challenged 
the cowboy wearing two six-guns. 

“Sir, that is my business,” 
replied Jamie. “What is a dude?” 
 
 

 

 “I’m lookin’ at one, you city 
slicker. Your kind ain’t wanted here.” 
 Jamie brushed by the cowboy, 
who promptly drew both six-guns. 
Jamie’s cane swooped into action, 
hooking the cowboy’s left ankle and 
tumbling him into the street. 
 The embarrassed cowboy 
started to draw, but stopped cold. 
 “Never mess with a dude,” 
said Jamie, walking past another 
cowboy. This one wore a silver star.  

“And never mess with my 
author,” said “Wild Bill” with a smile. 
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The point of view is the way in which a story, play, poem, or song is told. The point of view also 

shows the relationship between the narrator (storyteller) and the characters.  

 

Stories written in third person provide an outsider’s point of view, using pronouns such 

as he, she, it, they, him, her, them, his, her, their, himself, herself, and themselves. Authors use 

two different approaches to tell a third person story.  

 

With the third person omniscient point of view, the narrator is included in the story and knows 

everything about the characters’ thoughts and feelings in the past, present, and future. 

Omniscient means “all-knowing.”  

Example: The children did not know that the zombies waited for them at the end of the tunnel. 
 

With the third person limited point of view, the narrator is not included in the story, but tells 

the reader the thoughts and feelings of one main character.  

Example: Marsha and Brad left the house together. Marta wondered if they would return.  

 

Directions: Re-read “The Dude and the Old West,” and highlight the third person pronouns. 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Is “The Dude and the Old West” written in the third person omniscient point of view 

or in the third person limited point of view? Justify your answer with details from this western. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Humor 
 

 

The narrative-based genre of humor is an entertaining story with amusing characters in funny 

situations. Humorous movies and television shows are known as comedies. 

 

Many humorous stories include the literary device known as irony. Authors use irony to contrast 

what really happens or is said and what is expected. One type of irony is known as verbal irony. 

In verbal irony, what the speaker says is different than what is meant or understood.  

Example: In the old Stephen Foster song, “Oh! Susanna,” the song includes these examples of 

verbal irony: 

“It rained all night the day I left; the weather it was dry. 

Sun so hot, I froze to death; Oh brothers don’t you cry.” 

Explanation: The reality that the weather was dry does not match the expectation that the rainy 

night would make the weather wet. 

 

When similar sounding words (homophones) have two different meanings, a funny use of verbal 

irony is known as a pun. 

Example: The teddy bear must have eaten too much. He is stuffed. 

Explanation: The reality that the teddy bear is stuffed is different than the expectation that the 

teddy bear ate too much. Stuffed can mean full of food or padded with stuffing. 

Example: You can’t starve in the desert, because of all the sand-wich-es there. 

Explanation: The reality that a desert has “sand which is there” does not match the expectation 

that someone couldn’t starve because of all the “sand-wich-es there.” The syllable, “wich,” and 

the word, “which,” are homophones. 

 

One more form of verbal irony is sarcasm. Sarcasm is the intentional use of verbal irony to mock 

or insult someone. Sarcasm can be funny if it’s not too mean. 

Example: “If had a dollar for every smart thing you say. I’ll be poor.” 

Explanation: The reality that the speaker thinks that the insulted person is not smart is different 

than the expectation that the insulted person would get money for being smart. 

Example: “Someday, you’ll go far. I hope you stay there.” 

Explanation: The reality that the speaker wants the insulted person to stay far away does not 

match the expectation that the speaker thinks the insulted person will achieve future success. 
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GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: In the following examples of humorous verbal irony, explain the how the reality 

differs from the expectation in each joke. 

 

Joke: I can’t fly with that pilot anymore. He told me he’s afraid of heights. 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Joke: With a face like yours, I can see why Halloween is your favorite holiday. Oh, that’s not a 

mask you are wearing? 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Joke: My Spanish teacher is really struggling. She wishes that she could speak the language. 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Joke: Our math teacher seems unusually happy, considering she has so many problems. 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: List an example of verbal irony found in this humorous letter in the spaces which follow. 

 

Introduction: An English lady, while vacationing in Switzerland, rented a room from the pastor 

of a local church. Then she traveled back to England to prepare for her move. 

 

When she arrived back home, she could not remember seeing a “W.C.” in her room or even 

down the hall. (A W.C. is short for “water closet” and is what the English call a toilet.) So she 

emailed the pastor to ask him where the “W.C.” was located. 

 

The Swiss pastor had never heard of a “W.C.,” and so he Googled the abbreviation and found an 

article titled “Wayside Chapel.” Thinking that the English lady was asking about a country 

church to attend near her new home, the pastor sent her the following letter: 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Verbal Irony 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

Ms. Smith, 
 

Regarding your question about the location of the W.C., the closest W.C. is 
situated only two miles from your room, in the center of a beautiful grove of pine 
trees. The W.C. has a maximum occupancy of 229 people, but not that many people 
usually go on weekdays. On Thursday evenings there is a sing-along. The acoustics 
are remarkable and the happy sounds of so many people echo throughout the W.C. 

Sunday mornings are extremely crowded. The locals tend to arrive early and 
many bring their lunches to make a day of it. Those who arrive just in time can 
usually be squeezed into the W.C. before things start, but not always.  

It may interest you to know that my own daughter was married in the W.C.   
I remember how everyone crowded in to sit close to the bride and groom. There 
were two people to a seat ordinarily occupied by one, but our friends and family 
were happy to share. My wife and I felt particularly relieved when it was over.  

Due to my duties in town, I can’t go as often as I would like. In fact, I haven’t 
been in over a year. Let’s plan on going to the W.C. together as soon as you arrive.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Pastor Kurt Meyer 
 

https://blog.penningtonpublishing.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/WC-e1482466442731.jpg
https://blog.penningtonpublishing.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Chapel-e1482466242108.jpg
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Legend 
 

 

A legend is a narrative-based genre which features a story about a hero or heroes. The story and 

characters usually have some basis in historical facts. The characters and their actions and are 

usually exaggerated to some degree. 

 

Many legends include the literary device known as irony. Authors use irony to contrast really 

happens or is said and what is expected. One type of irony is known as situational irony. In 

situational irony, what happens is different than what is expected. 

 

Examples of Situational Irony: 

 

A fire station burns down. 

Explanation: The reality that the fire station burned down does not match the expectation that 

the station would never have a fire with all the firefighters and fire equipment. 

 

I don’t want to fly with that pilot. He told me that he’s afraid of heights. 

Explanation: The reality that the pilot is afraid of heights does not match the expectation that 

any pilot would not be afraid of flying so high in the sky. 

 

The child fell into the swimming pool when trying to dodge a water balloon aimed in his 

direction. 

Explanation: The reality that the child got soaking wet in the pool does not match the 

expectation that the child wanted to avoid getting hit by a water balloon because he did not want 

to get wet 

 

I scored two goals in our last soccer game. Unfortunately, they barely got by our startled goalie. 

Explanation: The reality that the soccer player scored two goals for the opposing team does not 

match the expectation that the goals would have been scored for her own team. 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LEGEND 
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GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: In the following examples of situational irony, explain the how the reality differs from 

the expectation. 

 

I read a post on Facebook which explained why social media serves no useful purpose. 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Last night the police station got robbed. 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

In the 1935, cane toads were brought to Australia to eat cane beetles, which were eating the 

farmers’ sugar cane. Now, there are too many cane toads, and they are poisonous to other 

animals. 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

In the movie, Aladdin, The genie grants Aladdin his wish for riches to win the love of the 

princess, Jasmine. However, Aladdin later finds out that Jasmine does not like rich men. 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

Directions: List an example of situational irony found in this legend in the spaces which follow. 
 

 

 
Situational Irony 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

The Legend of Arrow Boy 
 

              A young  woman of the 
Cheyenne tribe became pregnant. 
She carried the child in her womb 
for four years. When she finally 
gave birth, she and her husband 
named the special boy, Motzyouf. 
 When Motzyouf was 10, he 
joined the other boys in a buffalo 
hunt. The chief of the tribe found 
the little hunters, crowded around 
a buffalo that they had killed with 
their tiny bows and arrows. 
 
 

 The chief said, “You have 
done well, boys, but now leave the 
buffalo to me. I claim the prize.” 
 The rest of the boys began to 
go back to the camp, but Motzyouf 
was angry. When the chief turned 
his back to the boy, Motzyouf struck 
him in the head with the leg of the 
dead buffalo and killed the chief. 
 Knowing that the tribe’s 
warriors would seek to kill him, 
Motzyouf fled to the mountains. 

One day he climbed the 
highest peak. At the top he found a 

door, carved into the mountainside.  
 Motzyouf opened the door 
and found a large group of men, 
sitting in a circle with strange 
bundles hanging over their heads. 
 “Welcome, Motzyouf,” said 
the head man. “These are medicine 
men from every tribe. Sit beneath 
your bundle in the empty seat.”  

“The bundles you see each 
hold four magic arrows. To earn the 
arrows, you must stay here for four 
years to learn their special powers.” 

“Your tribe needs you. When 
  

the warriors forced you to leave their 
camp, the buffalo also left their 
hunting grounds. Your tribe is hungry.”  
 The boy was sad, knowing that 
he had caused the buffalo to leave.  

After four years of training, 
Motzyouf returned to his tribe, now 
bearing the name “Arrow Boy.” 
 The starving people of the tribe, 
even the warriors who had sought to 
kill him, welcomed him home. With 
the magic of the four arrows, the 
buffalo returned and the tribe was 
saved from starvation by “Arrow Boy.” 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Mythology 
 

 

The narrative-based genre of mythology is a story, based in part on historical events, which 

explains why and how things came to be. It often involves actions of the gods. 

 

What are the key differences between legends and myths? A legend focuses more on the hero; 

myths focus more on supernatural events. Legends can be old and new; myths tend to be ancient 

stories. 

 

Many myths include the literary device known as irony. Authors use irony to contrast what really 

happens or is said and what is expected. One type of irony is known as dramatic irony. In 

dramatic irony, the author tells the audience (the reader) things that the main characters do not 

know. 

 

Examples of Dramatic Irony: 

 

In this joke, the audience knows that Clark Kent is the alter ego of Superman, but the video game 

store clerk does not know this. 

Clark Kent walks into a video game store. “I’m looking to order a classic video game. Do 

you have any suggestions?” 

The store clerk suggests, “You can’t beat Super Mario.” 

“Uh… there isn’t a Regular Mario, is there? asks Clark. 

Explanation: The reality that Clark Kent does not want the Super Mario” video game does not 

match the expectation that Clark Kent would want a game that has “super” in its title to fit with 

his alter ego, Superman. 

 

In the movie, Toy Story, Buzz Lightyear thinks he is a real space ranger, but the audience and the 

other toys know that he is just a toy. 

Explanation: The reality that Buzz Lightyear is only a toy does not match his expectation that 

he is destined to save Earth from intergalactic invasion. 

 

In the movie Beauty and the Beast, the audience knows that the beast is actually a handsome 

prince, but the main character, Belle, does not know this until the end. 

Explanation: The reality that the beast is a handsome prince is different than the expectation 

that the Belle, the beauty, would have to marry a beast. 

 

Mythology often includes personification. Personification is when a nonhuman creatures, 
objects, or ideas are given human-like descriptions. 

Examples: 

The thunder spoke its warning, and the earth ignored its advice. 

The battle-axe of Thor took its anger out on Thor’s brother, Loki. 
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GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: In the following examples of dramatic irony, explain the how the reality differs from 

the expectation. Also, list and explain the personification. 

 

In the movie, The Little Mermaid, Ariel is a mermaid who falls in love with Eric, a human. Ariel 

tries to get Eric to notice her with the help of her fish-friend, Flounder.  

 

Ariel: I'll swim up to his castle. Then Flounder will splash around to get his attention. 

 

When Ariel fails to get Eric to notice her, she seeks help from Ursula, the Sea Witch, who 

promises to turn Ariel into a human for three days in order to have Eric fall in love with her. 

However, Ariel will lose her voice when she is changed into human form. The audience knows 

that Ursula is evil and that she will not help Ariel in the way that the mermaid expects. 

Additionally, the audience knows how important Ariel’s voice would be to her goal of winning 

Eric’s love. 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Personification: 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

[The iceberg, creaking a menacing warning near the ship’s bow, is interrupted by a conversation.] 

 

Passenger 1: This unsinkable Titanic is a beautiful ship. It really has it all.  

 

Passenger 2: I do wish it had a heated swimming pool. I’d love to go swimming. 

 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: List an example of dramatic irony found in this myth in the spaces which follow. 
 

 

 
Dramatic Irony 
 

Reality: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Expectation: __________________________________________________________________ 

The Egg and Pangu 
 

              According to an ancient 
Chinese myth, in the beginning all 
the universe lived in complete 
darkness inside a huge egg. Inside 
the egg, the two essential forces 
of life, the yang and yin were 
scrambled in a chaotic mess. 

Also in the egg, a creature 
was sleeping. His name was 
Pangu. As he slept, Pangu grew 
into a giant with two horns, two 
tusks, and a body covered in fur.  
   
 

After 18,000 years, the 
scrambled universe inside the egg 
separated into the yang and the yin. 
 When a balance between the 
life forces had been achieved, 
Pangu woke up from his long sleep. 
Pangu hated the darkness of the 
egg. The egg had trapped him in 
darkness. He wanted out! 
 Grabbing an ax, Pangu broke 
apart the egg to free himself. 
However, the yang and yin were 
also freed from the egg and their 
perfect balance was threatened. 

The yang, which represents 
the light and bright forces of the 
world, floated up from the broken 
egg to form the heavens. The yin, 
which represents the heavy and 
dark forces of the universe, sank 
down from the egg to become the 
earth. 

Pangu stood between the 
yin and yang to keep the two life 
forces apart. He did not want the 
universe to return to a chaotic 
scrambled mess. Pangu sacrificed 
his freedom to keep the universe  
  
  

balanced between the yang and yin. 
For 18,000 years he held up 

the heavens with his strong arms 
and stomped down the earth with his 
strong feet. Every day the heavens 
rose ten feet in height, the earth 
grew ten feet thicker, and Pangu 
grew ten feet taller.  

Finally, completely exhausted, 
Pangu lay down and died. From his 
body, all the earth and its animals 
were created. From his soul, human 
beings were formed. From Pangu’s 
death came all life. 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Drama 
 

 

A drama is a narrative-based genre which features stories filmed as movies and television shows 

or performed as plays. Plays are live performances, although some are also recorded for 

television broadcast. 
 

The author of a play is known as a playwright; the author of a movie or television show is known 

as a screenwriter. In dramas, character conflicts and emotions are expressed through dialogue 

and action.  
 

Movie and television scripts for dramas share the same basic story structure as plays. A dramatic 

play usually have five acts, or parts. The first act introduces the main characters and the setting 

(the time, place, and mood). In the second act, a problem arises that creates conflict for one or 

more of the characters. In the third act, the protagonist (the hero) suffers an unexpected setback 

with consequences in the fourth act, but is able to make a comeback in the last. Or the five-act 

play is a comedy, in which the protagonist (the hero) goes from failure to success in the climax, 

only to return to failure in the resolution.  

 

One dramatic element used by both screenwriters and playwrights is the soliloquy. In a 

soliloquy, one of the main characters speaks aloud to him or herself (and to the audience) to 

reveal inner thoughts and feelings. Soliloquies allow the audience to know things that other 

characters do not. 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 
 

Directions: [Bracket] the character’s inner thoughts and feelings in this brief soliloquy from 

William Shakespeare’s Act 2, Scene 2 of Romeo and Juliet.  
 

Background: Juliet Capulet has fallen in love with Romeo Montague, whose family is an enemy 

of Juliet’s family.  

 

Vocabulary: “Wherefore” means why; “art” means are; “thou” means you; ; “thy” means your; 

“wilt” means will; “sworn” means promise; “ ‘Tis ” means It is. 

 

JULIET: O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou Romeo? Deny thy father and refuse thy name; Or, 

if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love, And I'll no longer be a Capulet. 

 

'Tis but thy name that is my enemy; Thou art thyself, though not a Montague. What's Montague? it 

is nor hand, nor foot, Nor arm, nor face, nor any other part Belonging to a man. O, be some other 

name! What's in a name? that which we call a rose By any other name would smell as sweet; 

 

What does Juliet mean when she says, “What’s in a name?” 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a brief soliloquy in which you detail your inner thoughts and feelings about a 

recent difficult decision you had to make. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

When characters speak to each other, the conversation is known as dialogue. Dialogue is a key 

feature of plays and movies, but is also used in short stories and novels. Through dialogue, the 

author provides clues to the reader about the characters' traits, emotions, attitudes, and relationships 

to other characters. Dialogue can also move the plot forward. 

 

When used in movies or television scripts and in plays, the speaker is identified in capital letters, 

and a new paragraph is used when the speaker changes. [Brackets] provide stage directions for the 

speaker’s tone, position, or movement.  

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Highlight the speakers in the following movie script and play. Underline the stage 

directions. 

 

Movie or Television Script 

 

CONNER 

That was one of the funniest things I’ve ever seen [laughing]. 

 

JULIA 

[shaking her head] If you stop laughing for a moment, you might see how insensitive you are. 

 

Play 

 

JUSTIN: If you knew what was good for you, you would watch your step, friend. 

 

MARK: [shrugging his shoulders] I never know what’s good for me. 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write four lines of dramatic dialogue, featuring two speakers and stage directions, for 

a play. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Tall Tale 
 

 

A tall tale is a narrative genre told with humor and exaggeration to entertain or explain how 

something happened. The tall tale often has an historical setting and a larger than life hero. 

 

Many of the American and Canadian tall tales were created in the 1800s as part of the frontier 

experience. Without television, internet, newspapers, or books, storytelling was a common form 

of entertainment after a day’s work on the frontier. 

 

Because storytelling was usually spoken, rather than written, details about the same story were 

changed as the story was re-told. Often, descriptions and statements were exaggerated to add to 

the humor or interest. 

 

Native-Americans, cowboys, farmers, miners, hunters, river boatmen, and lumberjacks all have 

their own tall tales. Each group had its own tall tale hero or heroes. Each group also had its own 

figures of speech, story structures, and sometimes choral responses to involve the audience. 

 

Language that is literal uses words with their usual or exact meanings. To understand literal 

language, the reader or audience must interpret the words as the author intended. In contrast to 

literal language, hyperbole is an exaggerated description or statement that's not meant to be taken 

literally by the reader. It is often used in humor, bragging, and especially in tall tales. 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Label the following descriptions or statements as L for literal language or H for 

hyperbole in the spaces provided. 

 

___1. There is zero chance that she will respond to your text. 

___2. The odds are a million to one against you. 

___3. The puppy had brown eyes. 

___4. The Mississippi is the longest river in North America. 

___5. Their chocolate chip ice cream is the best in the world. 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

During frontier days, lumberjacks cut timber and floated the logs down rivers to markets. One  

lumberjack, Paul Bunyan, was a tall tale hero of both American and Canadian lumberjacks. 

Whether someone named Paul Bunyan really existed is unknown, but there are many tall tales 

about this larger than life character. 
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Directions: [Bracket] examples of hyperbole in this tall tale. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Paul Bunyan and the Blue Ox 
 

       Many years ago, Paul 
Bunyan was born somewhere in 
the state of Maine. His parents 
were shocked when they first laid 
eyes on their baby boy. 
 At birth, Paul weighed in at 
over 100 pounds, but he got 
bigger and bigger over the years. 
His parents bought 10 cows to 
provide his milk and 50 hens to 
lay enough eggs to feed the boy 
his daily breakfast.  
 

 Paul got so big that the 
government officials told his parents 
that the family would have to move 
to the coast. You see, when baby 
Paul rolled over in his sleep, it 
caused an earthquake and scared all 
the farmers’ livestock. 
 But moving to the coast was 
no better. Paul’s father built a cradle 
to float him in the bay, but every 
time Paul rolled over, tidal waves 
covered all the coastal towns. 
 The family moved again way 
up in Canada, where no one lived. 

As Paul grew older, his 
father taught him how to cut 
down trees. Paul was stronger and 
faster with his ax than a whole 
camp of lumberjacks.  

One winter day, Paul was 
out cutting down a forest or two, 
and it begin to snow. It was so 
cold that the snow turned blue. 

Paul saw a huge lump of 
snow and decided to investigate. 
He brushed off the snow and 
found a baby ox. The ox was as 
big as Paul and as blue as the snow. 
  
  

Paul named the blue ox, Babe, 
and carried him home. As Babe got 
older, Paul naturally put him to work. 

One fall day a log jam backed 
up the river over a mile. The logs 
piled up 200 feet high at the log jam. 

Paul led Babe into the river 
upstream from the log jam. Paul 
reached into his pocket and began 
feeding sugar cubes to Babe. Babe 
began swishing his tale with delight. 

Babe’s swishing tail in the 
river caused the river to change 
direction and freed up the log jam. 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Romance 
 

 

The Romance is a narrative genre which focuses on the love story of two key characters. The 

main characters face conflicts, but are able to resolve them in a happy ending. The romance 

genre is featured in novels, television shows, and in movies. Often, movies mix the romance and 

humor genres in Romantic Comedies, referred to as Rom-Coms. Or novels and movies may mix 

the characteristics of the romance genre with characters and events in an historical setting. 
 

Many Hollywood, and now India’s Bollywood movies feature this variable plot formula: Boy 

meets girl‒boy loses girl; boy wins girl. Throughout Latin America, the telenovela usually 

follows the same plot structure for television. Of course, television plots usually feature more 

characters and romantic relationships. 
 

The romance genre often includes subplots. A subplot is a minor plot which the author includes 

alongside the major plot of the story. Usually, the subplot does not include the main characters 

and its actions are independent of the main story line; however, some authors do connect the 

subplot and supporting characters to the main plot at some point in their story. Screenwriters 

refer to the main plot as the "A story" and the subplot as a "B story.”  
 

A framed narrative (or a frame story) is a literary device which allows an author to use one story, 

known as the outer frame, to tell another more important story, known as the inner frame. Two 

types of framed narratives are common:  

1. The author uses a dream to tell the main story.  

2. A character in the story reads a book or tells a story, and the plot in the book or storytelling 

becomes the main story.  
 

Example #1: The Dream Tells the Story 
 

In the movie, The Wizard of Oz, the protagonist, Dorothy, gets knocked out by a flying window 

during a cyclone. Her house is picked up by the twister, and she lands in the magical Land of Oz. 

After her adventures, the movie ends with Dorothy waking up in her bed. Surrounded by family 

and friends, Dorothy insists that the story was real, but the other characters believe her story was 

simply a dream, caused by the blow to her head. The outer frame is the beginning and end of the 

movie; the inner frame is Dorothy’s visit to Oz. 
 

Example #2: The Character Tells a Story about the Story 
 

In the movie, Princess Bride, a grandfather visits his grandson and begins to tell him a bedtime 

story. The grandfather and grandson are the outer frame. The inner frame is the bedtime story 

itself, which is about the Princess Bride.  
 

In the Princess Bride, occasionally, the grandson interrupts the story to ask questions or 

comment. This literary device is known as an aside. An author, playwright, or screenwriter uses 

asides to share a character’s thoughts directly to the reader or audience. The other characters do 

not hear or know about the aside. The aside is usually brief and the narrative resumes at the point 

where the aside began. 
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GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Label the following descriptions and examples as R for the romance narrative genre;  

S for subplot; F for framed narrative; and A for aside in the spaces provided. 

 

___1. A character’s thoughts directly to the reader or audience. 

___2. Novels, television shows, movies with happy endings. 

___3. A minor plot which the author includes alongside the major plot of the story. 

___4. The “A” and “B” stories. 

___5. The television actor looks directly into the camera and speaks to the viewers. 

___6. Girl meets boy‒girl loses boy; in the end they get back together. 

___7. A dream is used to tell the story. 

___8. One story is used to tell another more important story. 
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Directions: Read the romance story of “Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz” from the Bible. [Bracket] words 

that form the outer frame in this framed narrative. 

 

 

 
 

What were the three love stories? _________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz 
 

       “Let’s read about two of 
the greatest love stories. Yes, son, 
you may interrupt me with 
questions as I read. Let’s begin.” 
 A long time ago in a land 
far away lived two women. Naomi 
was a widow and the mother-in-
law of a young girl named Ruth. 
Ruth’s husband died, so Ruth and 
her mother-in-law, Naomi, were 
left alone, hungry, and homeless. 
 Naomi did not want to be  

a burden to Ruth and she said, “I’m 
going to move back to my homeland 
to be close to my relatives and worship 
my God. You stay here, get married 
again, and live a happy life.”  

But Ruth told her, “Where you 
go, I will go. Your people will be my 
people, and your God will be my God.” 

“Naomi and Ruth left and—” 
“Papa, excuse me, but why 

were Naomi and Ruth so poor?” 
“Sadly, back then, women could 

not work to support themselves… 
Anyway, the women arrived in Naomi’s 

homeland, and they lived in a 
camp with other poor people. The 
farmers let the poor people pick 
up any leftover food that the 
farmworkers left behind.” 

“One of the farmers was 
named Boaz, and he was very 
kind. He also happened to be one 
of Naomi’s relatives, so Naomi 
decided to play match-maker.” 

“Papa, what’s a match-
maker? Is it a video game?”  

“No, listen to the rest of the 
story and you will understand.” 
 
  

“Naomi told Ruth to go to the 
Boaz farm each day. Boaz noticed 
her, and he invited Ruth to dinner. 
Soon, Boaz had fallen in love with 
Ruth and asked her to marry him.  

However, in order to marry 
Ruth, the law in those days required 
Boaz to get permission from Naomi’s 
closest relative. Naomi’s closest 
relative could prevent the marriage.  

Fortunately, Boaz received 
permission, and Ruth and Boaz were 
married. Naomi was so happy, and 
they all lived happily ever after.  
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Use the Plot Diagram to create your own story map of the inner frame of the “Ruth, 

Naomi, and Boaz” story. 

 

Plot Diagram 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        Climax 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exposition         Resolution 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Beginning of the story in 

which the author introduces 

the setting, main 

characters, and mood. 

 

The central conflict of the 

story and the complications 

which develop. 

The most exciting or 

interesting part of the story. 

The turning point of the 

plot to solve the conflict. 

 

Events leading to the  

end of the story. 

 

The end of the story  

in which the conflict  

is resolved. 
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Story Map: Inner Frame of “Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz” 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre:  

Coming-of-Age 
 

 

The Coming-of-Age story is a narrative genre which focuses on the growth of a teenage 

protagonist from childhood to adulthood and/or from innocence to maturity. Key features include 

extensive use of both internal monologue and external dialogue, dealing with the emotional 

challenges of growing up. Usually the coming-of-age story includes either the character versus 

self or character versus society conflict. 

 

The characters in a coming-of-age story compare their own values of what is right and wrong 

and how they should behave to those of their childhood and to those of other characters. As a 

result, many of the literary devices used in this genre involve comparisons. 

 

A metaphor is an implied (suggested) comparison between two unlike things. 

Example: Stella is an angel. 

Explanation: An angel is a good spiritual being. Stella is also a good person. Angels and people 

are different, but may share some comparisons. 

 

A simile is a stated comparison between two unlike things and uses the words like or as. 

Examples: Mark prowls around the kitchen like a cat. Linda is as fast as a cheetah. 

Explanation: Although Mark is not a cat and Linda is not a cheetah, these people share similar 

characteristics of these animals. 

 

Juxtaposition is a literary device which contrasts two or more opposing ideas, objects, or 

characters to better understand one of the ideas, objects, or characters.  

Example: “And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you–ask what 

you can do for your country” (President John F. Kennedy). 

Explanation: What you can do for your county and what your country can do for you are 

opposing or different ideas; however, President Kennedy suggests that what you do for your 

country is more important than what you receive from your country. 

 

A paradox is a statement that seems like it contradicts itself, but may actually be true or correct. 

Example: Sometimes in life you’ve got to be cruel to be kind. 

Explanation: Sometimes the only way to help someone permanently may involve temporary 

emotional or physical pain. 

 

An oxymoron is a combination of two contradictory words which may actually be true or correct. 

Example: His irresistible brownies were terribly good. 

Explanation: The brownies may be delicious, but they may be bad for someone’s diet. 
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GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Label the following descriptions and examples as M for metaphor; S for simile; J for 

juxtaposition; P for paradox; and O for oxymoron. 

 

___1. My financial advisor said, “You’ve got to spend money to earn money.” 

___2. All’s fair in love and war. 

___3. There is no one as foolish as a man who thinks he is wise. 

___4. The accident scene was pretty ugly. 

___5. You know what they say, “Better late than never.” 

___6. "All animals are equal, but some are more equal than others" (George Orwell in Animal  

Farm) 

___7. Hatred is double murder. It kills the soul of the hater and hated. 

___8. To me it’s the same difference. 

___9. “How does it feel to be on your own like a rolling stone” (Bob Dylan)? 

___10. That song you’ve written is a window to your soul. 

= 
     ≈
        ≥
            ≤
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read this coming-of-age entry from a boy’s journal. [Bracket] and label examples of 

these comparisons: M for metaphor; S for simile; J for juxtaposition; P for paradox; and O for 

oxymoron. What lesson did the main character learn about playing by the rules? 

 

 

 

5/4/23         My parents named me  
Mark, but when I was growing up  
in Glendale, California, my friends 
all called me “Po.” It’s a bit of a long 
story to explain my short nickname.  

Back when summer vacation 
seemed like forever, my friends and 
I went swimming every day, mostly 
in Mike Wu’s pool. We had a choice 
of neighbors’ pools, but at Mike’s if 
you yelled at the screen door to his 
mom, “Mrs. Wu, I’m going 
swimming!” you could jump right in. 

Plus, the other neighbors had 

strict rules about needing an adult 
watching us at all times. No kid wants 
a watch dog, and we all were fish. 

Now, just swimming can be 
boring, so we mostly played pool 
games. The deal with games is that 
they all have some sort of rules. 
 “Marco Polo” was our favorite 
pool game. One kid is “It” and has to 
keep his eyes closed while trying to tag 
the other swimmers. The rule is when 
the “It” shouts “Marco,” the swimmers 
respond with “Polo.” Of course, there 
is no rule about how loud your “Polo” 

has to be, so that rule was easy to 
fudge. However, like my grandma 
used to say, “What’s good for the 
goose is good for the gander.” In 
other words, if the swimmers could 
break the rules a bit, so could the 
“It.” I cheated. I think we all did.  
 Actually, if you were “It” in 
“Marco Polo,” you needed to peek 
sometimes to avoid crashing into 
the sides of the pool. Crashing into 
concrete could be pretty ugly.  

If you were lucky, you might 
catch someone cheating and lead 

the “Cheater, cheater, cheater!” chant. 
But, too much cheating took away 
the fun and made the game boring. 
 Anyway, I must have been 
pretty good at “Marco Polo” because 
I was hardly ever “It.” I said “Polo” so 
often that my friends started calling 
me “Polo,” then “Po” for short.  
 I don’t know when summer 
vacations started getting shorter and 
my friends started calling me “Mark.” 
I do miss being “Po” sometimes. I 
think it was easier to understand the 
rules back then. 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Biography 
 

 

A biography is a narrative genre about the life of a famous person. If written by the famous 

person and told in the first person point of view, it is an autobiography. Biographical stories are 

featured in novels, plays, television shows, YouTube videos, and movies. 

 

An idiomatic expression is a widely-used phrase or saying that means something different from 

its literal (usual or exact) meaning. Its meaning cannot be understood by knowledge of the word 

meanings alone, but instead the idiomatic expression must be understood as a whole thought. 

Examples: 

Hit the nail on the head. Explanation: Said or did something exactly right 

Cost an arm and a leg. Explanation: Was very expensive 

Best of both worlds. Explanation: Enjoy two good opportunities, not just one 

 

An allusion is when an author makes an indirect reference to a person, a common saying, place, 

event, work of literature, or idea outside the text.  

Examples: Allusions are boldfaced. 

 

My dad told me a story about wanting sneakers when he was my age. He said, 

I pleaded with my parents, “Michael Jordan is my idol. I want Air Jordans, not Adidas or 

Reeboks, because I want to be like Mike. I’ve got to have them.” 

 

 My mom would argue, “They’re only shoes. A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.” 

 

My dad chimed in, “Seriously, son, if the shoe fits, wear it. Where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also.” 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the biographical article, “Michael’s Motivation.” List the idiomatic expressions 

beginning with the following words and explain what each means. 

 

Idiomatic Expressions    Meaning 

 

“trying __________________________________” __________________________________ 

 

“spots ___________________________________” __________________________________ 

 

“the odds _________________________________” __________________________________ 

 

“To add __________________________________” __________________________________ 

 

“made ___________________________________” __________________________________ 

 

“got _____________________________________” __________________________________ 
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Michael’s Motivation 
 

In 1978, future basketball 
superstar, Michael Jordan, was just 
another kid, trying out for the 
Emsley A. Laney High School 
varsity basketball team. There were 
15 spots on the team, and Michael 
so wanted to be one of them. 

The odds were against him. 
Michael was only 15 and the coach 
rarely gave spots on the varsity 
team to a player that young. The 
coached liked young players to  

 

play on the junior varsity team to  
gain experience and get playing time. 
Also, Michael was only 5'10", which is 
short for a basketball player. 
 After trying out with 50 or so 
other kids, Michael searched the list 
of those who made the varsity team 
to find his name. It wasn’t there. To 
add insult to injury, his close friend, 
Leroy Smith, had made the team. And 
Leroy was the same age as Michael. 
However, Leroy was nine inches taller 
than Michael and four inches taller 
than any other varsity player. The  

coach needed Leroy’s height.  
Michael was disappointed 

and frustrated. He went home, 
locked himself in his room and 
cried. “It was embarrassing not 
making the team,” Michael said 
later. “I remember being really 
mad, too, because there was a guy 
(Leroy) who made it that really 
wasn't as good as me.” 

Michael used his 
disappointment and frustration for 
motivation. He said, "Whenever I 
was working out and got tired and  

figured I ought to stop, I'd close my 
eyes and see that list in the locker 
room without my name on it. That 
usually got me going again.” 
 Michael’s motivation worked. 
Not making varsity was a blessing in 
disguise. He was the star player on 
the junior varsity team that year. He 
grew four inches by the next year 
and led the varsity team to many 
victories over the next two years.  
 The rest, as they say, is 
his-story as basketball’s GOAT— 
the Greatest Of All Time. 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Interview a classmate, friend, or parent in which you ask about a happy experience in 

their life. Write a short biography and include idiomatic expressions and allusions. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre:  

Speech or Essay 
 

 

A narrative speech or essay uses the story structure to inform the audience or reader about a 

topic, event, idea, or viewpoint. It can be humorous or serious, is organized by time, and is built 

upon facts. The details and explanation of these facts may include personal experience, opinions, 

or insights and lessons learned.  

 

The narrative speech or essay uses time and sequence transitions: first, second, later, next, 

before, for one, for another, previously, then, finally, following, since, now 

 

Historical sources, such as books, textbooks, articles, essays, and speeches usually include 

narrative structures mixed with expository structures (paragraphs organized by topic sentences, 

not time). 

 

Parallelism is a literary device often featured in narrative speeches and texts. Parallelism refers 

to the repeated usage of words and phrases or grammatical structures in well-designed patterns. 

Parallel structures assist the comprehension of the audience or reader and provide a memorable 

rhythm to the writing. 

Examples: The matching parallel structures are boldfaced, [bracketed], and underlined. 

“Give a man a [fish] and you feed him for a day; teach a man to [fish] and you feed him for a 

lifetime.” 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Historical Context: Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” was a short narrative speech given 

to dedicate land in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania as the Soldier’s National Cemetery. In the midst of 

the Civil War, Lincoln told the story of the United States and challenged the Union to keep fighting 

for its ideas. Lincoln wrote the speech on the back of an envelope during his train ride to Gettysburg. 
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Directions: List the matching parallel structures in the “Gettysburg Address.” The first parallel 

structure is provided with hints about the structure in boldface. 

 

 
 

a new nation   _________________, _________________, _________________ 

conceived in liberty  _________________________ 

we are engaged  _________________________ 

so conceived   _________________________ 

we cannot dedicate  _________________________, _________________________ 

who struggled here  _________________________, _________________________, 

    _________________________, _________________________ 

that these dead  _________________________ 

shall not have died in vain ___________________________________________________ 

    ___________________________________________________ 

of the people   _________________________, _________________________ 
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I say to you today, my friends, though, even though we 
face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have 
a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American 
dream. I have a dream that one day this nation will rise 
up, live out the true meaning of its creed: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal.” I have a dream that one day on the red hills of 
Georgia sons of former slaves and the sons of former 
slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the 
table of brotherhood. I have a dream that one day 
even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with 
the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of 
oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of 
freedom and justice. I have a dream that my four little 
children will one day live in a nation where they will not 
be judged by the color of their skin but by the content 
of their character.  

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: List the matching parallel structures in this excerpt from the “I Have a Dream” Speech 

by the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. at the “March on Washington,” 1963 in the spaces provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre: Poetry 
 

 

A narrative poem is a narrative-based genre in which the story is told in poem. Sentences are 

referred to as lines, and paragraphs are referred to as stanzas. 

 

Not all poems are written in rhyme, but many are. A perfect rhyme is two or more words at the 

end of poetic lines which have the same sounds in the final stressed (accented) syllable. 

Example:  
“I think that I shall never see 

a poem lovely as a tree” (Joyce Kilmer). 

 

In words with two or more syllables, a perfect rhyme features the same sounds in the stressed 

(accented) syllable and any following syllables. 

Example:  
Move the table 

if you’re able 

 

Often, poets use slant rhymes. A slant rhyme features similar, but not perfect rhymes. 

Example:  

into the stable 

next to the cradle. 

  

Often, the poem follows a rhyme scheme. A rhyme scheme is a pattern of rhyme at the end of 

each line. The rhyme scheme is identified with letters, which are matched to the lines that rhyme. 

The following example is from the narrative poem, “Paul Revere’s Ride” by Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow. 

Example:  

Listen, my children, and you shall hear  A 

Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,   A 

On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-Five:  B 

Hardly a man is now alive    B 

Who remembers that famous day and year.  A 

In most narrative poems, the poem is written in meter. Meter is a repeated pattern of stressed 

(accented) and unstressed (unaccented) syllables per line. Stressed syllables have an accent mark 

(/) above the vowel, and unstressed syllables are identified with (U). 

Example: 

   /  U         U       /     U     U          /        U       / 
Listen, my children, and you shall hear   
U        U     /     U         /      U      /          U  / 
Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,      

 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 747 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: In the first half of the second stanza, label the meter above each line and the rhyme 

scheme at the end of each line in the spaces provided. 

 

He said to his friend, “If the British march  ___ 

 

By land or sea from the town to-night,  ___ 

 

Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry-arch  ___ 

 

Of the North Church tower, as a signal light,— ___ 

 

One if by land, and two if by sea;   ___ 

 

And I on the opposite shore will be,   ___ 

 

Ready to ride and spread the alarm   ___ 

 

Through every Middlesex village and farm,  ___ 
 

For the country-folk to be up and to arm.”  ___ 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: In the second half of the second stanza, label the meter above each line and the 

rhyme scheme at the end of each line in the spaces provided. 

 

Then he said, “Good night!” and with muffled oar ___ 

 

Silently rowed to the Charlestown shore,  ___ 

 

Just as the moon rose over the bay,   ___ 

 

Where swinging wide at her moorings lay  ___ 

 

The Somerset, British man-of-war:   ___ 

 

A phantom ship, with each mast and spar  ___ 

 

Across the moon, like a prison-bar,   ___ 

 

And a huge black hulk, that was magnified  ___ 

 

By its own reflection in the tide.   ___ 
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Directions: For the rest of the stanzas, write a one or two sentence summary for each. 
 

Meanwhile, his friend, through alley and street 

Wanders and watches with eager ears, 

Till in the silence around him he hears 

The muster of men at the barrack door, 

The sound of arms, and the tramp of feet, 

And the measured tread of the grenadiers 

Marching down to their boats on the shore. 
 

Summary 1: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Then he climbed to the tower of the church, 

Up the wooden stairs, with stealthy tread, 

To the belfry-chamber overhead, 

And startled the pigeons from their perch 

On the somber rafters, that round him made 

Masses and moving shapes of shade,— 

By the trembling ladder, steep and tall, 

To the highest window in the wall, 

Where he paused to listen and look down 

A moment on the roofs of the town, 

And the moonlight flowing over all. 

Beneath, in the churchyard, lay the dead, 

In their night-encampment on the hill, 

Wrapped in silence so deep and still 

That he could hear, like a sentinel’s tread, 

The watchful night-wind, as it went 

Creeping along from tent to tent, 

And seeming to whisper, “All is well!” 

A moment only he feels the spell 

Of the place and the hour, and the secret dread 

Of the lonely belfry and the dead; 

For suddenly all his thoughts are bent 

On a shadowy something far away, 

Where the river widens to meet the bay,— 

A line of black, that bends and floats 

On the rising tide, like a bridge of boats. 
 

Summary 2: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Old North Church 
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Meanwhile, impatient to mount and ride, 

Booted and spurred, with a heavy stride, 

On the opposite shore walked Paul Revere. 

Now he patted his horse’s side, 

Now gazed on the landscape far and near, 

Then impetuous stamped the earth, 

And turned and tightened his saddle-girth; 

But mostly he watched with eager search 

The belfry-tower of the old North Church, 

As it rose above the graves on the hill, 

Lonely and spectral and somber and still. 

And lo! as he looks, on the belfry’s height, 

A glimmer, and then a gleam of light! 

He springs to the saddle, the bridle he turns, 

But lingers and gazes, till full on his sight 

A second lamp in the belfry burns! 

A hurry of hoofs in a village-street, 

A shape in the moonlight, a bulk in the dark, 

And beneath from the pebbles, in passing, a spark 

Struck out by a steed that flies fearless and fleet: 

That was all! And yet, through the gloom and the light, 

The fate of a nation was riding that night; 

And the spark struck out by that steed, in his flight, 

Kindled the land into flame with its heat. 

He has left the village and mounted the steep, 

And beneath him, tranquil and broad and deep, 

Is the Mystic, meeting the ocean tides; 

And under the alders that skirt its edge, 

Now soft on the sand, now loud on the ledge, 

Is heard the tramp of his steed as he rides. 

 

Summary 3: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Revere 
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It was twelve by the village clock 

When he crossed the bridge into Medford town. 

He heard the crowing of the cock, 

And the barking of the farmer’s dog, 

And felt the damp of the river-fog, 

That rises when the sun goes down. 

 

Summary 4: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It was one by the village clock, 

When he galloped into Lexington. 

He saw the gilded weathercock 

Swim in the moonlight as he passed, 

And the meeting-house windows, blank and bare, 

Gaze at him with a spectral glare, 

As if they already stood aghast 

At the bloody work they would look upon. 

 

Summary 5: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It was two by the village clock, 

When he came to the bridge in Concord town. 

He heard the bleating of the flock, 

And the twitter of birds among the trees, 

And felt the breath of the morning breeze 

Blowing over the meadows brown. 

And one was safe and asleep in his bed 

Who at the bridge would be first to fall, 

Who that day would be lying dead, 

Pierced by a British musket-ball. 

 

Summary 6: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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You know the rest. In the books you have read, 

How the British Regulars fired and fled,— 

How the farmers gave them ball for ball, 

From behind each fence and farmyard-wall, 

Chasing the red-coats down the lane, 

Then crossing the fields to emerge again 

Under the trees at the turn of the road, 

And only pausing to fire and load. 

 

Summary 7: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

So through the night rode Paul Revere; 

And so through the night went his cry of alarm 

To every Middlesex village and farm,— 

A cry of defiance, and not of fear, 

A voice in the darkness, a knock at the door, 

And a word that shall echo forevermore! 

For, borne on the night-wind of the Past, 

Through all our history, to the last, 

In the hour of darkness and peril and need, 

The people will waken and listen to hear 

The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed, 

And the midnight message of Paul Revere. 

 

Summary 8: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sounding the Alarm 
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Poetic Structure and Literary Devices 
 

 

Poetry is a literary genre which uses sensory/descriptive language and figures of speech to 

describe or comment upon a subject. A poem is designed to produce an emotional response in 

the reader. Poetry usually includes meter (a repeated pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables) 

and may or may not include a rhyming pattern. Sentences are referred to as lines, and paragraphs 

are referred to as stanzas. 

 

Alliteration, assonance, and consonance are poetic devices which focus on the sounds in more 

than one word. 

 

Alliteration is the repetition of the first consonant sound in words 

Example: Note the repetition of the first /p/ sound in this tongue-twister. 

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers. If Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers, 

how many pickled peppers did Peter Piper pick? 

 

Assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds in more than one word. 

Example: Note the repetition of the long /a/ vowel sound in this song excerpt from the 

musical, My Fair Lady (Frederick Loewe) 
ELIZA DOOLITTLE: The rain in Spain stays mainly on the plain. 

PROFESSOR HIGGINS: Now once again, where does it rain? 

ELIZA DOOLITTLE: On the plain! On the plain! 

PROFESSOR HIGGINS: And where’s that blasted plain? 

ELIZA DOOLITTLE: In Spain! In Spain! 

 

Consonance is the repetition of consonant sounds, usually in a middle or last syllable. When the 

first consonant sound is repeated, we refer to it as alliteration. 

Example: Note the repetition of the /th/ sound in the middle and last syllables. 

Traffic on the Fourth of July can be tough enough. 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: List examples of alliteration from the examples above. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions: List examples of assonance from the examples above. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions: List examples of consonance from the examples above. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: List examples of alliteration from Emily Dickinson’s poem, “Fame is a fickle food” in 

the space provided. Fickle means changing frequently and unexpectedly. 

 

Fame is a fickle food 

Upon a shifting plate 

Whose table once a 

Guest but not 

The second time is set. 

Whose crumbs the crows inspect 

And with ironic caw 

Flap past it to the 

Farmer’s Corn__ 

Men eat of it and die 

 

Alliteration: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does Emily Dickinson think about people (and crows) who pursue fame? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 754 

Directions: List examples of assonance from the first two stanzas of William Blake’s poem, “The 

Tiger” in the space provided.  

 

Vocabulary: immortal (living forever; God), symmetry (perfectly balanced parts), aspire (hope to 

accomplish), sinews (tissue connecting body parts), dread (feared), anvil (iron block upon which a 

blacksmith hammers and forms tools) 

 

Tiger Tiger, burning bright, 

In the forests of the night; 

What immortal hand or eye, 

Could frame they fearful symmetry? 

 

In what distant deeps or skies 

Burnt the fire of thine eyes? 

On what wings dare he aspire? 

What the hand, dare seize the fire? 

 

Assonance: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

And what shoulder, and what art, 

Could twist the sinews of thy heart? 

And when thy heart began to beat, 

What dread hand? and what dread feet? 

 

What the hammer? what the chain,  

In what furnace was thy brain? 

What the anvil? what dread grasp,  

Dare its deadly terrors clasp!  

 

When the stars threw down their spears  

And watered heaven with their tears:  

Did he smile his work to see? 

Did he who made the Lamb make thee? 

 

Tiger Tiger burning bright,  

In the forests of the night:  

What immortal hand or eye, 

Dare frame thy fearful symmetry? 
 

What does William Blake question about God’s creation of the tiger? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions: List examples of consonance from stanza 3 in Robert Frost’s poem, “Stopping by 

Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost in the spaces provided. 

 

Whose woods these are I think I know. 

His house is in the village though; 

He will not see me stopping here 

To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

 

My little horse must think it queer 

To stop without a farmhouse near 

Between the woods and frozen lake 

The darkest evening of the year. 

 

He gives his harness bells a shake    

To ask if there is some mistake. 

The only other sound's the sweep    

Of easy wind and downy flake. 

 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep. 

 

Consonance: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why does the driver stop the horse, and why does he continue on his journey? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre:  

Adventure and Epic Poems 
 

 

Adventure is a narrative genre, written in prose (the ordinary language people say or write), in 

which the protagonist goes on an epic journey, filled with risk and personal danger. An epic 

poem is an adventure, written in verse. The verse does not usually rhyme, but has other 

characteristics of poetry, including meter (a repeated pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables). 
 

Both adventure novels and epic poems focus on the hero’s struggle to overcome evil forces in the 

world. The hero, especially in epic poems, usually has many of these characteristics: 
 

1. The hero is often born into an influential family and is well-known to many. 

2. The hero is a born leader: courageous, wise, clever, kind, and often humble. 

3. The hero usually has a tragic flaw, which is revealed in the story. 

4. The hero travels widely in search of his quest (the object or goal introduced in the conflict). 

5. The hero struggles against the antagonist, and appears to be losing, only to win in the end. 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the summary of one of the chapters from Homer’s epic poem, The Odyssey. 

The poem was written as verse with a consistent meter in Ancient Greek; however, the 

translation to English does not follow this pattern and so appears to be prose. After reading, 

describe how the hero has similar or different characteristics as the five described in the 

beginning of this lesson in the spaces provided. 

 

 

       Odysseus and the Cyclops 
 

After his victory in the 
Trojan War, the courageous 
warrior king named Odysseus 
began his journey home with 
some of his soldiers. High winds 
blew their ship to an island, on 
which lived a group of one-eyed 
giants, known as Cyclops.  

One of the Cyclops, 
Polyphemus, was a sheepherder 
and his cave was filled with sheep 
and crates full of milk and cheese. 

Polyphemus invited the  
men into his cave for dinner. Little 
did the men know that they would 
be the dinner that night. 

Once Odysseus and his men 
were inside, Polyphemus rolled a 
huge boulder, which only he could 
move, in front of the opening to the 
cave. The men were trapped! 

Odysseus tried to convince 
Polyphemus to allow them to leave. 
Wishing to hide his identity as a 
king, the crafty Odysseus told the 
Cyclops that his name was “Nobody.” 
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However, Polyphemus 
refused to move the boulder. Next, 
the Cyclops picked up two of 
Odysseus’ men and ate them.  

Each day after that, the 
Cyclops rolled away the boulder in 
the morning to let his sheep out 
to graze and did the same to let 
them in before evening. 

Polyphemus stood in the 
opening to the cave to prevent 
the men from escaping. He then 
rolled back the boulder and ate 
two more men for his dinner. 

After several days of these 
horrific feasts, Odysseus came up 
with an escape plan and told his 
men what to do.  

Once the Cyclops had fallen 
asleep by the evening fire, the 
remaining men broke off the 
branches of a tree that the Cyclops 
had brought into his cave for 
firewood. They then lifted the end of 
the log into the fire and thrust the 
now-burning stake into the Cyclops’ 
one eye, blinding him. 
 Polyphemus shrieked,  
 

“Nobody is killing me!” 
 The other Cyclops heard his 
scream, but they all concluded 
that if “Nobody is killing me,” 
their help was not needed.  
 The next morning, the now-
blinded Polyphemus stood in the 
entrance of his cave to let his 
sheep out to graze. To ensure that 
Odysseus and his men would not 
escape, the Cyclops felt the sides 
and backs of each sheep as they 
passed, one-by-one, out the cave. 
 However, knowing what the  

Cyclops might do, Odysseus told his 
men to cling to the underbellies of 
the sheep to avoid the searching 
hands of the blinded Polyphemus. 
 The plan worked and once 
outside of the cave, Odysseus and 
his men dropped from the sheep and 
ran toward their ship. 

Once on their ship, the proud, 
but reckless Odysseus began taunting 
the Cyclops about their clever escape. 
The Cyclops started throwing huge 
boulders at the ship, and Odysseus 
and his men barely escaped. 
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What are the heroic characteristics of Odysseus? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Think of a hero from a book that you have read or a movie that you have seen. Name 

the hero and the book or movie, and describe how the hero has similar or different characteristics 

as the five described in the beginning of this lesson. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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ANSWERS: Narrative Structure, Literary Elements, and Genre  
 

 

Fable 

 

Direct Characterization: [house on his back] [little, short legs] 

Indirect Characterization: Jupiter punished him… because he was such a lazy stay-at-home 

Anthropomorphisms: carries began to wish gaily the birds flew ran nimbly eager to see 

felt very sad and discontented 

 

The tortoise is a dynamic character, because he changes from a stay-at-home and sad animal to 

an adventurous and happy one, who becomes too proud and is punished for it. 

 

Fairy Tale 

 

Imagery: [dark] [soft, red, hooded coat] [dreary, cold] [warm] [fresh, just-out-of-the-oven] 

[deep] [smells delicious] [great big] [fire-red] [sound of an ax] 

 

Fantasy 

 

1. C 

2. B 

3. D 

4. E 

5. A 

 

Speaker Tags: [The Hatter says to Alice,] [Alice said with some severity;] [all he said was] 

[thought Alice] [she added aloud.] [said the March Hare.] [said Alice] [the March Hare went on] 

[Alice hastily replied;] [said the Hatter.] 

 

Allegory 

 

1. C 

2. E 

3. D 

4. A 

5. B 

 

Theme 1: You already have what it takes to succeed.  

Theme 2: Good versus evil. 

Theme 3: Never give up. 

Theme 4: You can’t judge a book by its cover. 
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Folklore 

 

Setting: [following the Civil War] [Big Bend Tunnel in West Virginia] 

Main Character: John Henry 

Conflict: man versus machine 

Rising Action: 1. Says before I let this steam drill beat me down, I’ll hammah myself to death.  

2. John Henry he did hammah  3. He swung that hammah one las’ time 

 

Science Fiction 

 

Climax: [warn] [wiped out] [last broadcast] [Streets are all jammed]  

[Wait a minute… Enemy now in sight.] [This is the end now.] [People are falling like flies.] 

Foreshadowing: Several explosions; planet Mars; hydrogen… moving towards the earth 

Flashback: [The battle has ended] [The rest of our forces, crushed and trampled to death… or 

burned to cinders by its heat ray.] 

 

Independent Practice 

 
Climax: [the boy saw two real chux, attacking the rinz. “Chux alert!” he signaled. “Chux really 
are after our rinz!” 
When Zee Command saw the distress signal, the commander told her pilots, “Remember how that 

boy laughed at us yesterday and the day before? There are no chux. We won’t be fooled again.”] 

Foreshadowing: First two false chux alerts 

Flashback: laughing once more at them. “Remember how that boy laughed at us yesterday and 

the day before?” 

 

Mystery 

 

Falling Action: 1. I cut the old man’s body into pieces. 2. I pulled up three of the boards… and 

put the pieces there. 3. Then I put the boards down again 4. I opened the door 

5. three police officers… saying that a neighbor had called them, having heard the old man’s 

scream. 6. I told the officers that it was my own scream 7. We sat… talking 

8. a sound began growing louder 9. the officers… were mocking me in their silence. 

First Person Pronouns: [I] [I] [I] [I] [I] [I] [my] [We] [me] 

The murderer only imagines the sound of the dead man’s beating heart. 

 

Independent Practice 

 

After the lunchroom food fight, I walked back to the class room to look for my binder. 

No one was in the room, but my teacher’s desk was trashed. The drawers were open. Someone 

had been in the room before me and was looking to steal something from Mr. Pine.  

Suddenly, I realized I was in trouble. If anyone saw me now, they would assume that I 

was the thief. As I turned toward the door I saw what looked like my own handwriting on the 

board: FOOD FIGHT AT 12:00! 
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Historical Fiction 

 

Conflict: [Jamie brushed by the cowboy, who promptly drew both six-guns. Jamie’s cane swooped 

into action, hooking the cowboy’s left ankle and tumbling him into the street.] 

Falling Action: The embarrassed cowboy started to draw, but stopped cold. 

Resolution: 1. “Never mess with a dude,” said Jamie, walking past another cowboy. 2. This one 

wore a silver star. 3. “And never mess with my author,” said “Wild Bill” with a smile. 

 

Third Person Pronouns: he He his him It’s It their He his him 

The Dude and the Old West” is written in the third person limited point of view. Jamie May did 

not know how to dress for Abilene, Kansas. He also did not know that “Wild Bill” Hickock was 

protecting him when he tripped the cowboy. 

 

Humor 

 

Joke: I can’t fly with that pilot anymore. He told me he’s afraid of heights. 

Reality: The pilot is afraid of heights. 

Expectation: A pilot shouldn’t be afraid of heights. 

Joke: With a face like yours, I can see why Halloween is your favorite holiday. Oh, that’s not a 

mask you are wearing? 

Reality: The person thinks someone is ugly. 

Expectation: Only a masked face could be so ugly. 

Joke: My Spanish teacher is really struggling. She wishes that she could speak the language. 

Reality: The Spanish teacher can’t speak Spanish. 

Expectation: A Spanish teacher should be able to speak Spanish. 

Joke: Our math teacher seems unusually happy, considering she has so many problems. 
Reality: The math teacher is happy. 

Expectation: She shouldn’t be happy, because she deals with many problems. 

 

Independent Practice 

 

Reality: The lady asks about the location of a W.C. (a toilet) in the room she has rented. 

Expectation: The pastor responds, thinking that she is asking about the location of a country 

church.  
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Legend 

 

I read a post on Facebook which explained why social media serves no useful purpose. 
Reality: The person criticizes people for doing what the person does—using social media. 
Expectation: Someone who doesn’t think that social media serves a useful purpose wouldn’t be 
reading a post on Facebook. 
Last night the police station got robbed. 
Reality: The police station can be the location of a robbery, like other locations. 
Expectation: A police station shouldn’t be the target of a robber. 
In the 1935, cane toads were brought to Australia to eat cane beetles, which were eating the 
farmers’ sugar cane. Now, there are too many cane toads, and they are poisonous to other 
animals. 
Reality: The attempt to solve the problem created another problem. 
Expectation: Cane toads were brought to Australia to solve the problem of cane beetles eating 
the farmers’ sugar cane. 
In the movie, Aladdin, The genie grants Aladdin his wish for riches to win the love of the 
princess, Jasmine. However, Aladdin later finds out that Jasmine does not like rich men. 
Reality: Aladdin’s granted wish did not get him what he really wished for—the love of Jasmine. 
Expectation: A princess would like rich men. 
 

Independent Practice 
 

Reality: The chief claims the killed buffalo for himself.  
Expectation: The boys expect to keep the buffalo which they killed. 
or 
Reality: The boy’s seat has been reserved for him among the medicine men. 
Expectation: The boy thinks that he is unexpected to sit with the medicine men from each tribe. 
or 
Reality: The buffalo left when the boy left, but they returned when the boy came back.  
Expectation: The boy left his tribe because he thought the warriors would kill him. He didn’t 
feel wanted or valued by his tribe. 
 

Mythology 
 

Reality: Ariel loses her voice.  
Expectation: Ariel doesn’t know how important her voice would be to win the love of Eric. 
Personification: Flounder will splash around to get his attention. 

or 
Reality: The Sea Witch is evil and does not want to help Ariel. 
Expectation: Ariel seeks the help of Ursula to change into a human for three days. 
Personification: A mermaid falls in love.  
Reality: The passengers don’t know that the Titanic will sink and they will be swimming. 
Expectation: The Titanic is unsinkable and perfect, except for a swimming pool. 
 

Independent Practice 
 

Reality: Pangu was not free to do what he wished and was forced to keep the yin and yang apart. 
Expectation: Pangu wanted freedom from the egg, and so he broke it and escaped. 
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Drama 

 

[deny thy father and refuse thy name] [be but sworn my love] ['Tis but thy name that is my 

enemy;] [O, be some other name!] 

 

Juliet does not think different families should matter when love is involved. 

 

CONNER 

That was one of the funniest things I’ve ever seen [laughing]. 

 

JULIA 

[shaking her head] If you stop laughing for a moment, you might see how insensitive you are. 

 

Play 

 

JUSTIN: If you knew what was good for you, you would watch your step, friend. 

 

MARK: [shrugging his shoulders] I never know what’s good for me. 

 

Tall Tale 

 

1. H 

2. H 

3. L 

4. L 

5. H 

 

Independent Practice 

 

[At birth, Paul weighed in at over 100 pounds] [10 cows to provide his milk] [50 hens to lay 

enough eggs to feed the boy his daily breakfast.] [when baby Paul rolled over in his sleep, it 

caused an earthquake and scared all the farmers’ livestock.] [every time Paul rolled over, tidal 

waves covered all the coastal towns.] [Paul was stronger and faster with his ax than a whole 

camp of lumberjacks.] [Paul was out cutting down a forest or two] [It was so col that the snow 

turned blue.] [Babe’s swishing tail in the river caused the river to change direction] 
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Romance 

 

1. A 

2. R 

3. S 

4. S 

5. A 

6. R 

7. F 

8. F 

 

[“Let’s read about two of the greatest love stories. Yes, son, you may interrupt me with questions 

as I read. Let’s begin.”] 

[“Papa, excuse me, but why were Naomi and Ruth so poor?” “Sadly, back then, women could not 

work to support themselves…] 

[“Papa, what’s a match-maker? Is it a video game?” “No, listen to the rest of the story and you 

will understand.”] 

 

Love Stories: 1. Father and his son 2. Naomi and Ruth 3. Ruth and Boaz 

 

Independent Practice 

 

Exposition: Long time ago; land far away; love story 

Conflict, Complications, Rising Action: Ruth and Naomi were alone, hungry, and homeless; 

Ruth and Naomi move to Naomi’s homeland; Naomi played match-maker with Ruth and her 

relative, Boaz, and they fall in love. 

Climax: Naomi’s closest relative approves their marriage. 

Falling Action: Ruth and Boaz are married. 

Resolution: Everyone lived happily ever after. 
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Coming of Age 

 

1. P 

2. J 

3. S 

4. O 

5. J 

6. P 

7. M 

8. O 

9. S 

10. M 

 

Independent Practice 

 

M [a watch dog, and we all were fish] 

S [summer seemed like forever] 

J [The Wu family had fewer rules about swimming than other families.] 

 [Both swimmers and the “It” could break the rules a bit.] 

[too much cheating took away the fun and made the game boring.] 
P [a long story to explain my short nickname] 

 [if you were “It” in “Marco Polo,” you needed to cheat] 

O [pretty ugly] 

 

Games are more enjoyable when everyone mostly plays by the rules. 

 

Biography 

 

Idiomatic Expressions    Meaning 

 

“trying out”    A try-out is a performance which is judged to  

see if one qualifies for a group. 

“spots on the team”     Limited numbers of players on the team. 

“the odds were against him”    It was unlikely that he would make the team. 

“To add insult to injury”    A frustration was added to a disappointment. 

“made the team”     Accepted as a member of the team. 

“got me going again”     Motivated me to keep trying. 
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Speech or Essay 

 

a new nation   hat nation, any nation, that nation 

conceived in liberty  dedicated to the proposition 

we are engaged  We are met 

so conceived   so dedicated 

we cannot dedicate  we cannot consecrate, we cannot hollow 

who struggled here  what we say here, what they did here,  

to be dedicated here, they who fought here 

that these dead  that this nation 

shall not have died in vain shall have a new birth of freedom, 

    shall not perish from the earth 

of the people   by the people, for the people 

 

Independent Practice 

 

I still have a dream  It is a dream  

I have a dream that one day I have a dream that one day, I have a dream that one day 

    I have a dream that one day, I have a dream that one day 

sons of former slaves  sons of former slave-owners 
by the color of their skin by the content of their character 
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Poetry 

 

  U    /     U   U       /           U      U        / U        / 
He said to his friend, “If the British march  A 

   U   /    U      /       U         U    /         U     / 
By land or sea from the town to-night,  B   

   U    U   /   U     U   /    U      U     /    U   / 

Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry-arch  A  

U      U    /           U          /    U   U   U    /    U     / 
Of the North Church tower, as a signal light,— B 

/      U   U    /     U            U U     /    U       

One if by land, and two if by sea;    C  

U      / U       U   /    U  U          /         U      / 
And I on the opposite shore will be,    C  

   /    U  U   /    U             /          U U   /    U      

Ready to ride and spread the alarm   D  

       U        / U   U     /     U   U       /  U      U         / 
Through every Middlesex village and farm,  D  

   U    U    /      U    /       U    U  /    U        U / 

For the country-folk to be up and to arm.”  D  

 

Independent Practice 

 

    U     U   /         U           /       U    U  /    U        U /         / 
Then he said, “Good night!” and with muffled oar A 

   / U   U   /         U    U         /         U    U       /     
Silently rowed to the Charlestown shore,  A  

  /    U     U     /      U       /  U       U    /     

Just as the moon rose over the bay,   B  

      U        /    U       /    U    U         /    U           /     
Where swinging wide at her moorings lay  B 

    U    /   U   /       / U          /    U         /     

The Somerset, British man-of-war:   A  

U      /   U         /      U    U             /    U            /     
A phantom ship, with each mast and spar  C  

U      /      U    /        /    U      / U        /     

Across the moon, like a prison-bar,   C 

U     U    /        U         /          U      U        /    U   /       
And a huge black hulk that was magnified  D 

   U U    /       U    /   U      /       U   /       
By its own reflection in the tide.   D   
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Summary 1: His friend (who will signal him) is spying on the British in the streets to see if they 

will attack the town by land or sea. 

 

Summary 2: His friend (who will signal him) climbs the bell tower (belfry) in a church and sees 

British ships where the river widens to meet the bay. 

 

Summary 3: On the opposite shore from his friend, Paul Revere watches the tower of the Old 

North Church for his friend’s signal. The friend signals with two lantern lights to indicate that 

the British will attack by sea, and Paul Revere sets off on horseback to spread the alarm. 

 

Summary 4: At twelve midnight, Paul Revere crosses the bridge into Medford. 

 

Summary 5: At one in the morning, Paul Revere rides into Lexington. 

 

Summary 6: At two in the morning, Paul Revere enters Concord, where at the bridge some 

would be killed later that day by the British. 

 

Summary 7: The British and farmers fought, and the farmers, who were hiding under the trees, 

chased the British down the lane. 

 

Summary 8: Paul Revere continued his ride to alarm everyone in every Middlesex village and 

farm. Paul Revere will be remembered for his evening ride. 

 

Poetic Structure and Literary Devices 

 

Alliteration: Peter Piper picked peck pickled peppers Peter Piper picked peck pickled peppers 

pickled peppers Peter Piper pick 

Assonance: rain Spain stays mainly plain again where rain plain plain where’s plain Spain Spain 

Consonance: Traffic Fourth tough enough 

 

Independent Practice 

 

“Fame is a fickle food”  

 

Alliteration: Fame, fickle; second, set; crumbs, crows; caw, corn; Flap, Farmer’s 

People (and crows) seek fame for the wrong reasons, and if fame is achieved it brings pain. 

 

“The Tiger” 

 

Assonance: Tiger, bright, night, eye, skies, fire, eyes, aspire, fire 

Why would God create such a terrible, deadly animal that people fear so much? 

 

“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” 

 

Consonance: these, think; will, watch, woods; sound’s, sweep; dark, deep 

The driver stops the horse to admire the beauty of the woods and the snowfall. 
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Adventure and Epic Poems 

 

1. The hero is often born into an influential family and is well-known to many. 

Odysseus won the Trojan War. He was a king. 

 

2. The hero is a born leader: courageous, wise, clever, kind, and often humble. 

Odysseus is described as “courageous,” a “warrior,” and “crafty.” He hid his true identity by 

giving his name as “Nobody.” Odysseus is tricky enough to prevent the other Cyclops from 

coming to his aid by using the name, “Nobody.” Odysseus is smart enough to come up with an 

escape plan with the burning stake and sheep. 

 

3. The hero usually has a tragic flaw, which is revealed in the story. 

Odysseus is “proud” and “reckless,” and he taunts the Cyclops, barely escaping due to his tragic 

flaws. 

 

4. The hero travels widely in search of his quest (the object or goal introduced in the conflict). 

Odysseus and his men are sailing home from their victory in the Trojan War. 

 

5. The hero struggles against the antagonist, and appears to be losing, only to win in the end. 

Odysseus tries, but fails, to convince Polyphemus to allow them to leave, and some of the men 
are eaten. When the blinded Polyphemus looks like he will still prevent escape by standing in the 

cave opening and searching the backs and sides of his sheep, Odysseus has the men cling to the 

sheep underbellies to escape. At the end of the story, it appears that the Cyclops’ boulders might 

prevent the ship from leaving, Odysseus and his men barely escape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 770 

Expository and Argumentative Structures,  

Sentence Functions, and Genres Directions 
 
 

The Anchor Standards for Writing (Non-Narrative) are as follows: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid 

reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information 

clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
 

Sentence Functions and Text Structure: the Reading‒Writing Connection 
 

Often, students who read narrative text well in the primary grades hit a roadblock with 

expository text in the intermediate grades and argumentative text in upper elementary, middle, 

and high school. Unlike narrative writing, expository and argumentative writing features 

paragraphs arranged in an organizational hierarchy based upon specific functions of sentences.  
 

In expository and argumentative body paragraphs, the topic sentence serves as the main idea. 

The specific and observable concrete detail sentences “talk about” the topic of the topic sentence 

with facts, examples, and quotations. More developed paragraphs add commentary sentences to 

comment upon, explain, interpret, analyze, judge, or provide an opinion about the concrete detail 

sentences. A concluding statement may summarize or comment upon the paragraph as a whole. 

Authors often use transition words and phrases to signal these sentence functions.  
 

The research is quite clear that teaching these sentence functions within different expository and 

argumentative text structures is essential background knowledge that students need to access in 

order to read and write well. Writing helps students internalize and apply this knowledge. 
 

Akhondi found that “Unfamiliarity with these text structures and sentence functions significantly 

impacts reading comprehension” (2011), and Williams noted that “Teaching one structure has 

been shown to generalize to new texts of the same structure, but not to other types of text 

structures—all text structures must be explicitly taught” (2005). Furthermore, Graham and Hebert’s 

research (2010) indicates: “The evidence is clear: writing can be a vehicle for improving reading.”  
 

Genre and Author’s Purpose 
 

In addition to learning specific sentence functions and different text structures, students need to 
build background knowledge in the most common expository and argumentative genre and the 
varied writing purposes of authors. 
 

Teaching Procedures 

 

Read the lesson, work though the GUIDED PRACTICE with students, and assign the 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/2/
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Expository Text Structure: Topic Sentences 
 

 
Sentences have different functions in expository texts. Expository texts include articles, reports, 

textbooks, and essays. Expository paragraphs must have one topic sentence (the main idea of the 

paragraph) and at least two concrete detail sentences to “talk about,” the topic sentence. 

 

Each concrete detail must have the same function within a paragraph. See how concrete details, 

“rain” and “snow,” share similar functions in the first example below. Each gives an example of 

the topic sentence, “weather.” Next, see how “rain” and “nice” do not share the same functions 

in the second example. The “rain” is an example; however, “nice” is a description of “weather.” 

 

Examples: 

 

weather     weather 

rain      rain 

snow      nice 
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

As you read, recognize the different sentence functions of topic sentences and concrete details. 

Pay attention to how the concrete details support the topic sentence. 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 
 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the words that best complete the paragraphs. 

 
1. pets      2. cities 
 

cat      ___________________________ 
 

___________________________  Dallas 
 

 
3.  ___________________________ 4. states 
 

elementary     ___________________________ 
 

college      ___________________________ 
 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Complete these three-word paragraphs. 

 
friends      colors 

 
___________________________  ___________________________ 
 
 

___________________________  ___________________________ 
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Expository Text Structure: Concrete Details 
 

 
Use concrete detail sentences to “talk about” the topic of the topic sentence. Concrete details 

include facts, examples, and quotations. The sentences function as concrete details, because the 

content is specific and observable, not abstract. Any concrete detail sentences which do not 

contribute meaning to the topic sentence are either too abstract or off topic. 

 

Examples 
 

Topic Sentences:  crayon color examples      crayon color examples 

Concrete Details:  navy blue        dark shades (too abstract) 

Concrete Details:   aqua blue        provide variety (off topic)  

 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

In most articles, reports, textbooks, and essays, the topic sentence (the main idea of the 

paragraph) is placed as the first sentence in each body paragraph. Concrete detail sentences 

follow the topic sentence to “talk about” the main idea.  

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Fill in the blanks with phrases (groups of related words) to complete the paragraphs. 

 
1.  green vegetables     2.  __________________________ 
 

string beans      scary mysteries  
 

___________________________   thrilling biographies 
 

 
3.  favorite foods people enjoy    4.  tasty types of sodas  
 

spicy enchiladas     __________________________ 
 

__________________________   __________________________ 
 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 
 
Directions: Complete these three-phrase paragraphs. 

 
popular travel destinations    beautiful flowers to plant 

 
__________________________   __________________________ 
 
__________________________   __________________________ 
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Expository Text Structure: Concrete Details 
 

 
Articles, reports, textbooks, and essays must be written in complete sentences. Intentional 
fragments, such as “Hey!” or “Not really” can be used in stories, poetry, letters, or texts, but not 
in expository text. 
 

A complete sentence has these functions: 
 

1. It tells a complete thought. 
2. It has both a subject and a verb. The subject is the do-er and the verb is the action. 
3. When spoken out loud, the voice drops down at the end of a statement and goes up at the 

end of a question. 
 

 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

As you read, try to understand the complete thought of each sentence and how the thoughts 

connect from the topic sentence to the concrete details. When reading silently or out loud, pause 

at commas and stop at periods. Good readers read with expression. 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 
 

Directions: Fill in the blanks to form complete sentences in these paragraphs. 
 

Writing Topic: Two kinds of fish 
 

Two kinds of ocean fish scare me.   
 

First,  ________________________________________________________________________  
 
Second,  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Writing Topic: Two popular sports 
 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
One __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Another ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE   
 
Directions: Write a paragraph in complete sentences. Writing Topic: Two bad television shows 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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Concrete Detail Transitions: Quotation Lead-Ins 
 

 

Transitions are words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs. Each of the following 
quotation lead-ins signals a direct or indirect quotation used as a concrete detail.  
 
A direct quotation uses the author’s exact words and is enclosed with quotation marks. As you 
read, pay attention to whose words are quoted and their source. 
Example: As the author explains, “Direct quotation” (Smith 22). 
An indirect quotation does not use the author’s exact words, but does use the author’s idea. The 
author’s idea is usually stated within a that clause. As you read, pay attention to the author’s use 
of that and the rest of the clause (a noun and connected verb). 
Example: The author argues that…indirect quotation (“Article Title” 4). 
 

An in-text citation follows both direct and indirect quotations. The citation is listed in 
parentheses and includes the author or authors’ last name or names (or title if not listed), 
followed by a space and the page number (numeral only). A period follows the closing parenthesis.  
Example: The authors claim that justice often favors the rich over the poor (Lin and Sopp 34). 
If the name of the author or title is used within the quotation, only the page number is included in 
the parentheses.  
Example: In The Hobbit, Tolkien notes… indirect quotation (16). 
 

To introduce a direct quotation, authors often use the following phrases with present tense verbs, 
followed by a comma. To introduce an indirect quotation beginning with that, no comma is used. 
 

The author or author’s name (adds, argues, asserts, assumes, cites, claims, concludes, 

discusses, emphasizes, indicates, insists, maintains, notes, observes, points out, reports, 

says, states, suggests, assumes, observes, points out, notes)  

According to (name of author), In Johnson’s words, In Johnson’s view, 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 
Directions: [Bracket] the quotation lead-ins in the following sentences. 
 
1. The author observes, “No single group was responsible” (Martin 45). 

2. Jones argues that children should be encouraged to challenge opinions stated as facts (5). 

3. According to C.S. Lewis, “Aslan is not a tame lion” (67). 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 
Directions: Fill in the blanks with the quotation lead-ins which fit best.  
 

1. ______________________ “No one is completely safe from dangerous pesticides” (Lee 4). 

2. In Smith’s ______________________, “Everyone should change passwords often” (Ky 66). 

3. ______________________ the travel industry will continue to grow (Stone 43). 
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Concrete Detail Transitions: Definition 
 

 

Transitions are words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs in an essay. Each of 
these definition transition words or phrases signals the meaning of a key word, term, or idea: 
 
refers to, in other words, consists of, is equal to, means, in particular 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 
 

Directions: [Bracket] the definition transitions in the following sentences. 
 
1. The article refers to the section of the law which requires reduced carbon emissions. 

2. My pirate treasure consists of rubies, emeralds, and gold coins, in particular pieces of eight. 

3. To pardon means to forgive an offense. In other words, all punishment has been removed. 

4. Their donation is equal to over 1,000 annual contributions. 

5. In other words, the play consists of four acts and an intermission. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the definition transitions which fit best. Change the 
capitalization, tense, or number as needed, but use each transition only once. 
 
The document 1. ______________ an old picture of Jim’s grandparents, 2. ______________, to 

Joe and Jan Peters, who claimed to be the heirs to the Peacock Mine. The document  

3. ______________ five single-spaced pages, and details the ownership history of the mine and 

its tragedies, 4. ______________ the horrific fire of 1882. The value of the mine, in today’s 

dollars, 5. ______________ that of the Tanker Oil Company, the biggest employer in the county. 

This 6. ______________ Jim should prepare himself for his eventual ownership of the mine. 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a topic sentence and two concrete detail sentences, using definition transitions 
to begin the concrete details. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Concrete Detail Transitions: Number or Sequence   
 

 

Transitions are words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs in an essay. Each of 
these number or sequence transition words or phrases signals the order of facts or ideas:  
 
first, firstly, primarily, initially, to start with, first of all, for one, second, secondly, last, 
lastly, finally, next, before, for another, following, subsequently, after, afterwards   
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 
 

Directions: [Bracket] the number or sequence transitions in the following sentences. 
 

1. First of all, they were unprepared. Secondly, the blizzard came in early. Lastly, Tom was sick. 

2. Initially, they failed. Subsequently, they returned to the easier solution to finally make it work. 

3. Afterwards, the cousins went out for ice cream, but not before they played another round of golf.  

4. My parents seemed primarily interested in being hospitable to their neighbors. 

5. I next traveled to Denver to see my niece, who, before starting college, was working two jobs. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the number or sequence transitions which fit best. Change the 
capitalization, tense, or number as needed, but use each transition only once. 
 
1. ______________, the author sets the scene as a “dark and stormy night.” 2. ______________ 

the 3. ______________ chapter ends, the reader is introduced to all five main characters. In the 

second chapter, 4. ______________ the disappearance of one of the characters, the other four set 

out on a desperate search. 5. ______________ the plot details where the search leads to and the 

misadventures these characters experience until 6. ______________ they find their friend. 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a topic sentence and two concrete detail sentences, using number or sequence 
transitions to begin the concrete details. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Concrete Detail Transitions: Time  
 

 

Transitions are words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs in an essay. Each of 
these time transition words or phrases signals the relationship between events or actions in time: 
 

meanwhile, since, now, currently, during, recently, simultaneously, at that time, previously, 
then, eventually 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 
 

Directions: [Bracket] the time transitions in the following sentences. 
 

1. Meanwhile, I began another hobby, and then eventually I began my current job. 

2. She was previously engaged to a wealthy stock broker. 

3. They simultaneously played ping pong and listened to the basketball game. 

4. Currently, I have no real idea as to when we will leave, since the last time you asked me. 

5. Now would be a good time during this commercial break to discuss our dinner options. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the time transitions which fit best. Change the capitalization, 
tense, or number as needed, but use each transition only once. 
 
1. ______________, I think it was last week, I bumped into Ian down at the ice rink.  

2. ______________, he is working in the rental shop. 3. ______________, he had worked as one 

of the cooks at the food stand, but he was reassigned because he burned everything he tried to 

cook. 4. He ______________ enjoys his job and he is quite good at it. I watched him 

5. ______________ fit five skaters with their rental skates. 6. ______________, he looked up to 

see me watching and asked how long I had been there. 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a topic sentence and two concrete detail sentences, using time transitions to 
begin the concrete details. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Concrete Detail Transitions: Addition 
 

 

Transitions are words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs in an essay. Each of 
these addition transition words or phrases signals another example, fact, or idea: 
 
also, another, in addition, additionally, plus, further, furthermore, moreover, as well, 
besides, what is more 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 
 

Directions: [Bracket] the addition transitions in the following sentences. 
 

1. Additionally, the game included cards and one dice. What is more, the spinner was attached. 

2. Besides their additions, we contributed a set of scarves plus five bandanas.  

3. Furthermore, the students were unprepared for their exams. Also, the teachers were surprised. 

4. Upon further review, we found more errors. 

5. The car broke down again. Moreover, the service technician was on vacation. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the addition transitions which fit best. Change the 
capitalization, tense, or number as needed, but use each transition only once. 
 
The cats, 1. ______________ the dogs, were making considerable noise. 2. ______________, 

the two toddlers were screaming for the mother. 3. ______________, the fire captain picked just 

that moment to test the new siren on the hook and ladder. The firefighters raced that truck up and 

down the street. 4. ______________ the siren, they rang the bell constantly. 5. ______________, 

one of them decided it would be funny to honk the airhorn at all the cats and dogs. Let’s just say I 

didn’t get much of a nap. 6. ______________, I got a huge headache. 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a topic sentence and two concrete detail sentences, using addition transitions to 
begin the concrete details. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Concrete Detail Transitions: Example 
 

 

Transitions are words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs in an essay. Following 
are example transition words or phrases: 
 
for example, for instance, such as, is like, includes (including), to illustrate, specifically 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 
Directions: [Bracket] the example transitions in the following sentences. 
 
1. Not all birds are beautiful. For example, the vulture is not exactly attractive. 

2. To illustrate, the Civil War included many heroes, such as the medics who risked their lives. 

3. Specifically, the queen has more optional moves than, for instance, the bishop. 

4. Her wedding gown includes lace, silk, and embroidery. 

5. The sunset is like a box of crayons. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the example transitions which fit best. Change the 
capitalization, tense, or number as needed, but use each transition only once. 
 
I love the zoo. For me, going to the zoo 1. ______________ traveling to remote parts of the 

world. 2. ______________, I walk in the jungles of the Amazon when I see the crocodiles. I hike 

through the Himalayas when I see strange shaggy animals, 3. ______________ the yaks. I’m on 

safari in Africa when I look at male and female tigers, 4. ______________ their cute little cubs. 

5. Zoos can be educational, ______________, the information on endangered species and fun, 6. 

______________, when the zookeepers feed the baby animals. 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a topic sentence and two concrete detail sentences, using example transitions to 
begin the concrete details. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Concrete Detail Transitions: Explanation or Emphasis  
 

 

Transitions are words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs in an essay. Each of 
these explanation or emphasis (something stressed or shown to be important) transition words or 
phrases helps the reader understand or recognize the importance of a key word, term, or idea: 
 
in fact, regarding this/that, concerning this/that, as for, that is, for this purpose, with this 
intention, to the end that, in order that, in order to, so as to, lest, so, indeed, even, of course 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 
Directions: [Bracket] the explanation transitions in the following sentences. 
 
1. Of course, the driver was going excessively fast. To the end that his car went out of control. 

2. Indeed, she stopped talking, lest she say something she would later regret. 

3. For this purpose, they arrived late, so as to ensure they would be noticed, even by the dog. 

4. He began to sing; that is, he made a noise. Regarding his voice, no one would call that singing. 

5. In fact, John was called in to help. With this intention, others had tried, but failed. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the explanation transitions which fit best. Change the 
capitalization, tense, or number as needed, but use each transition only once. 
 

1. ______________ situation, 2. ______________ the worst critics tried to be agreeable,  

3. ______________ so many people tire of their arguments. 4. ______________ compromise, it 

takes both sides willing to sacrifice some of their interests for the greater good, 

5. ______________ that fewer will suffer needlessly. 6. ______________, the law was passed.  

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a topic sentence and two concrete detail sentences, using explanation 
transitions to begin the concrete details. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Concrete Detail Transitions: Comparison 
 

 

Transitions are words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs in an essay. Each of 
these comparison transition words or phrases introduces and explains a similar fact or idea: 
 
similarly, in the same way, just like (as), likewise, in comparison, in the same manner, so too 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 
Directions: [Bracket] the comparison transitions in the following sentences. 
 
1. Similarly, the children looked up to the sky. Just like the adults, they loved the fireworks. 

2. They left the meeting in the same manner. 

3. The general disagreed with her orders. In the same way, the employee rejected his boss’ ideas. 

4. In comparison, both teams had experienced quarterbacks. 

5. The actor cried; so too did the movie audience at her poor acting. Likewise, the producer cried. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the comparison transitions which fit best. Change the 
capitalization, tense, or number as needed, but use each transition only once. 
 
1. ______________ the other children, they loved recess best. 2. ______________, most adults 

love recreation more than work. 3. However,  ______________ to children, adults seem to enjoy 

more organized play. 4. ______________, adults prefer following all the rules in their games, 

while children don’t seem to mind making them up as they play. 5. ______________, adults are 

more resistant to try something new, but children try new things every day. 6. ______________, 

children will take more risks, except in the case of eating strange vegetables. 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a topic sentence and two concrete detail sentences, using comparison 
transitions to begin the concrete details. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Concrete Detail Transitions: Contrast 
 

 

Transitions are words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs in an essay. Each of 
these contrast transition words or phrases introduces and explains a different fact or idea: 
 
in contrast, on the other hand, however, whereas, but, yet, nevertheless, instead, as opposed 
to, otherwise, on the contrary, regardless, alternatively, conversely, but even so, still, rather, 
nonetheless, although, despite, in spite of, granted, notwithstanding, regardless, admittedly 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 
Directions: [Bracket] the contrast transitions in the following sentences. 
 
1. In contrast, we were quite willing to try the new restaurant. Nonetheless, they were not. 

2. Notwithstanding the huge donation and in spite of the director’s efforts, the museum closed. 

3. Granted, the coach could have played more players; however, she wanted to win. 

4. Alternatively, many chose to attend that afternoon, despite the crowds. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the contrast transitions which fit best. Change the 
capitalization, tense, or number as needed, but use each transition only once. 
 
1. ______________ some players have playoff experience, others do not. 2. ______________, 

each player will prepare well for the upcoming series. 3. ______________, most coaches would 

4. ______________ have veteran players in such high-pressure situations; 5. ______________, 

you can’t become a veteran if you don’t play, so rookies will get their chances to play.  

6. ______________, the managers will keep these inexperienced players on a short leash. 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a topic sentence and two concrete detail sentences, using contrast transitions to 
begin the concrete details. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Expository Text Structure: Commentary 
 

 
Expository paragraphs include sentences with different functions. The topic sentence serves as 

the main idea of the paragraph. The specific and observable concrete detail sentences “talk 

about” the topic of the topic sentence with facts, examples, and quotations. 

 

More developed paragraphs add commentary sentences to comment upon, explain, interpret (tell 

what it means), analyze (break into parts to examine and judge), or provide an opinion about 

each of the concrete detail sentences.  
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

Knowing how paragraphs are organized and the functions of sentences will help you identify 

which sentences are concrete details and which sentences are commentaries as you read. 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

Directions: Underline the key words which identify the function of each sentence in the 

following paragraph. 

 

Of all the books by Mark Twain, two works stand out as his best. Twain’s  

description of life as a riverboat captain in Life on the Mississippi both entertains and informs.  

To explain, Twain tells humorous stories and describes how a riverboat operates. A second 

novel, Huckleberry Finn, shows how badly people can treat those who are different from 

themselves. The book’s hero, Huck Finn, learns that the color of one’s skin is not as important as 

one’s character. 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a paragraph with a topic sentence, two concrete detail sentences, and two commentary sentences 
to respond to this writing prompt: Why do students fail to pay attention in class?  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Commentary Transitions: Analysis 
 

 

Transitions are words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs in an essay. Each of 
these analysis transition words or phrases may begin a commentary sentence to signal a detailed 
examination of a fact or idea: 
 
means that, suggest that, imply, infer, examine, being that, to that end, in view of, given that 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 
Directions: [Bracket] the analysis transitions in the following sentences. 
 

1. The test results suggest that the doctor should re-examine her patient and re-consider treatment. 

2. The coming rain means that the game will be postponed. To that end they cancelled the bus. 

3. In view of the latest developments, we inferred that the official would resign. 

4. The author implies a willingness to reconsider his views, given that events unfold differently. 

5. Being that he was the only unconvinced juror, he received most of the others’ attention. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the analysis transitions which fit best. Change the 
capitalization, tense, or number as needed, but use each transition only once. 
 
1. ______________ he was the last to arrive, he shouldn’t expect his first choice.   

2. ______________, he shouldn’t have complained. When he 3. ______________ that a good 

host would have waited for him, it didn’t take much for everyone else to 4. ______________ that 

he felt himself to be the guest of honor. The nerve! 5. ______________ that behavior, we’ll think 

twice about inviting him again, even if it 6. ______________ his mother will be angry at us. 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a topic sentence, two concrete detail sentences, and two commentary sentences, 
using analysis transitions to begin the commentaries. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Commentary Transitions: Cause and Effect 
 

 

Transitions are words or phrases which connect sentences and paragraphs in an essay. Each of 
these cause-effect transition words or phrases may begin a commentary sentence to signal the 
relationship between actions and results: 
 

because, for, therefore, hence, as a result, consequently, as a consequence, due to, thus, so, 
led to, in that, in view of, owing to, forasmuch as, in as much as, provided that, as long as, 
if, unless, even if, only if, accordingly, in order to 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 
 

Directions: [Bracket] the cause-effect transitions in the following sentences. 
 

1. As a result, Belinda changed her plans. Thus, the dinner had to be postponed. 

2. He also made a meatless sauce, in order to serve to his vegetarian guests. 

3. Even if the train arrives early, they still won’t make the appointment. Accordingly, they will 

have to reschedule. Consequently, the treatment will be delayed. 

4. Owing to the frost, each of the plants died. Hence, they had to re-plant as a consequence. 

5. Forasmuch as talent is helpful, effort is usually more important. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the cause−effect transitions which fit best. Change the 
capitalization, tense, or number as needed, but use each transition only once. 
 

1. The children misbehaved badly.  ______________, the teacher cancelled recess for one week. 

The children had been warned just yesterday; 2. ______________, their punishment was more 

severe. 3. ______________ the teacher’s lecture, several children began crying and they all said 

they were sorry. 4. ______________ this heart-felt apology, the teacher reduced the punishment. 

The announcement 5. ______________ cheers 6. ______________ the kids really love their recess. 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a topic sentence, two concrete detail sentences, and two commentary sentences, 
using cause-effect transitions to begin the commentaries. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Conclusion Transitions: Concluding Statements 
 

 

Body paragraphs often include concluding statements. Transitions are words or phrases which 
connect sentences and paragraphs in an essay. Each of these conclusion transition words or 
phrases signal a judgment or final analysis: 
 
in conclusion, to conclude, as one can see, in summary, to sum up, for these reasons, either 
way, in either case, in either event, in any case, in any event, at any rate, overall, therefore, 

on the whole, in the final analysis 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 
 

Directions: [Bracket] the conclusion transitions in the following sentences. 
 
1. For these reasons we choose to remain at home. In any case, we will not travel during the 

holiday season. Therefore, family will have to visit us or miss out on our celebrations. 

2. On the whole, we were satisfied; therefore, we probably will stay at this hotel again. 

3. They lost. In the final analysis, the other team was better. In any event, the season is over. 

4. Either way you will have to lose something to gain something. 

5. In conclusion, it may have been a better idea to start earlier. At any rate, they did not finish. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the conclusion transitions which fit best. Change the 
capitalization, tense, or number as needed, but use each transition only once. 
 
1. ______________ not everyone was happy with the results. 2. ______________, we have a 

new class president; 3. ______________, she will need all our support. 4. ______________, the 

rest of the Student Council have experience and training. 5. ______________, I am not worried 

about the change in leadership. 6. ______________, she is just one of ten votes on the council. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a concluding statement, beginning with a conclusion transition to complete this 
body paragraph: 
 

Students may perform poorly on tests for two reasons. First, some fail to read the 
directions for short answer questions. As a result, students may respond with off-topic answers. 
Second, other students do not read each of the multiple choice answers. Therefore, they select the 
first answer that seems right, but don’t consider all of the answer choices. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Descriptive Text 
 

 
In expository text, the author may use descriptive writing in concrete detail or commentary 

sentences to identify or label characteristics or features of a topic, person, or place. Description 

often includes sensory details: taste, touch, sound, sight, and smell. 
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

Good readers are like police detectives, first looking for the usual placement of the main idea 

in the first sentence of a paragraph, but if it’s not there, they carefully examine further 

evidence in the rest of the paragraph to find it. In descriptive text, think about what the 

concrete detail or commentary sentences are describing. The topic sentence provides the 

answer in the middle of the paragraph. 
 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the following paragraph. [Bracket] the topic sentence; highlight the concrete 

detail sentences; and underline the commentary sentences. 

 

 To conclude his Civil War novel, Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane wrote, “Over 

the river a golden ray of sun came through the hosts of leaden rain clouds.” His description of a 

“golden ray” symbolizes hope while the “leaden rain clouds” symbolizes the horrors of the 

battlefield. Throughout the book, Crane uses symbols to appeal to the reader’s senses. In his 

story, the symbol of the blood-red setting sun represents death, but also an end to battle.  

The reader can see the red sunset and feel the relief of the day ending as the sun sets. 
 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a five-sentence paragraph to respond to this writing prompt: Describe how 

music affects young people.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 788 

Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Informational Text 
 

 
If the author’s purpose is to provide information, the author frequently uses facts and examples 

in the expository text. An example is something characteristic or typical of the whole. A fact is 

something which has really happened or exists. Often, informational text does not include 

commentary sentences. 
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

Pay special attention to example transitions, which are often used to begin concrete detail 

sentences in expository text:  

for example, for instance, such as, is like, including, to illustrate, specifically 

 

When a paragraph begins with a concrete detail sentence, good readers piece together the 

evidence to predict what the main idea of a paragraph will be. Sometimes the topic sentence 

is placed at the end of the body paragraph. After reading the concluding topic sentence, 

readers find out whether their prediction was accurate or not.  

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the following paragraph. [Bracket] example transitions and highlight any 

sentences which do not include facts and examples. Underline the topic sentence. 

 

 The high deserts in the American Southwest contain vegetation found nowhere else in the 

world. For example, the bristlecone pine is the oldest living tree in the world. Additionally, the low 

deserts in California and Arizona often record the hottest temperatures in the Americas. For 

instance, Death Valley, California, reached 134 degrees Fahrenheit in the summer of 1913. Make 

sure not to visit in the summer! The American Southwest has a wide variety of desert ecosystems. 
 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a paragraph, using informational text, to respond to this writing prompt: How 

are lunches scheduled at your school? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Sequential Text 
 

 

Authors often write expository text, using a sequence of ideas, steps, or procedures. 
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

Readers are exposed to sequential texts quite often in school and at home. For example, 

assignment directions are always written in a logical sequence, as are board game directions. 

“How To” texts use sequences which lead from one step to another.  

 

Often, the concrete detail sentences state each step, and commentary sentences comment on 

the steps if clarification is needed. Pay special attention to number and sequence transitions: 

first, firstly, primarily, initially, to start with, first of all, for one, second, secondly, last, 
lastly, finally, next, before, for another, following, subsequently, after, afterwards   

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the following paragraph. [Bracket] any number or sequence transitions. 

 

In triathlons, athletes compete in three difficult events. First, they swim 2.4 miles. 

 

Triathletes usually agree that the swimming event is the most challenging. Next, the soaking wet  

 

swimmers run a 26.2 mile marathon. Finally, the tired runners hop on to bicycles for a strenuous  

 

112 mile completion of the triathlon. A triathlon is not for the casual or unprepared athlete. 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Re-write the following mixed-up paragraph in proper sequence. 

 

Also, with an active volcano frequently lighting up the evening sky, residents and visitors see 

nature in action. Hawaii has become a major tourist attraction due to its natural wonders. Waikiki 

has miles of white sand and gentle surf. Hawaiian beaches never fail to impress tourists. 

Residents have evacuated their homes on several occasions since Hawaii became a state. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Explanatory Text  
 

 

Sometimes an author’s purpose is to explain a process or provide the reasons for something. 
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

Authors often use more than five sentences in expository paragraphs. Pay special attention to 

explanation transition words and phrases, which are often used to begin concrete detail or 

commentary sentences in explanatory texts.  

in fact, regarding this/that, concerning this/that, as for, that is, for this purpose, with this 
intention, to the end that, in order that, in order to, so as to, lest, so, indeed, even, of course 
  

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the following paragraph. [Bracket] the topic sentence; highlight the concrete 

detail sentences; and underline the commentary sentences. Strikethrough any explanation transitions. 

 

Television commercials use different strategies to convince children of the dangers of  

 

smoking. In fact, one strategy consists of the scare tactic. For this purpose, videos of people  

 

smoking through holes in their necks shows viewers what might happen as a result of cancer  

 

surgery. Another strategy uses role models or celebrities. Indeed, testimonies from famous  

 

people, who explain how smoking-related illnesses have harmed them are quite effective.  

 

Finally, commercials include memorable slogans. Regarding these, slogans such as “Don’t let 

 

your life go up in smoke” point out that smoking may lead to death. 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Re-write the following mixed-up paragraph in proper sentence order. 
 

The restaurant dinner may include a special dish. Some families celebrate by going out to a 

special dinner at a fine restaurant. As another option, cake and ice-cream highlight a party given 

in the family home. Birthday celebrations differ throughout America. Most Americans prefer 

chocolate cake and vanilla ice-cream. Others enjoy vanilla cake and chocolate ice-cream. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Compare/Contrast Text  
 

 

An author’s purpose may be to compare and contrast two topics, ideas, or subjects. 
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

Pay special attention to compare and contrast transition words and phrases, which are often 

used to begin concrete detail or commentary sentences in explanatory texts.  
 

Compare Transitions: similarly, in the same way, just like (as), likewise, in comparison, in 
the same manner, so too, both 
Contrast Transitions: in contrast, on the other hand, however, whereas, but, yet, 
nevertheless, instead, as opposed to, otherwise, on the contrary, regardless, alternatively, 
conversely, but even so, still, rather, nonetheless, although, despite, in spite of, granted, 
notwithstanding, regardless, admittedly 
  

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the following paragraph. [Bracket] any compare transitions and highlight any 

contrast transitions. 
 

Unlike many countries, Americans have supported one of only two opposing political  

 

Parties for much of its history. Today, the Republicans believe in limiting the role of government.  

 

Stressing lower taxes, support for businesses, and greater local and state decision-making remain  

 

key political positions of this party. In contrast, the Democrats see the need for an expanded role  

 

of government in modern America. Citing the growing gap between the rich and poor, this party  

 

strives for political, economic, and social equality. Both parties tend to approach foreign policy  

 

in the same way. However, Democrats usually support more spending on foreign aid. 
 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Re-write the following mixed-up paragraph in proper sentence order. 
 

Similarly, video gaming requires hand-eye coordination and excellent minor motor skills. 

Admittedly, sports is better exercise. Playing sports requires physical coordination. However, 

video gaming can also be an effective workout. Both activities improve decision-making skills. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Analytical Text  
 

 

In expository text, the author often uses analysis in commentary sentences to examine concrete 

detail sentences. Analyze means to break apart the subject and explain each part. 
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

Authors often use more than one commentary sentence to analyze a concrete detail sentence. 

Pay special attention to analysis transitions, used to begin the first commentary sentence. 
 

Analysis Transitions: means that, suggests, imply, infer, examine, being that, to that end, in 
view of, given that 
 

A second analysis commentary sentence usually begins with an addition transition: 

also, another, in addition, additionally, plus, further, furthermore, moreover, as well, 
besides, what is more 
  

GUIDED PRACTICE  
 

Directions: Read the following paragraph. [Bracket] any analysis transitions; highlight any 

addition transitions; and underline the commentary sentences. 
 

 Listening to classical music produces many benefits. Studies have shown that exposure  

 

to the complex melodies and musical structure of pieces by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart have  

 

actually improved test-takers’ scores on intelligence tests. The test results suggest that students’  

 

reasoning abilities increased significantly. Additionally, the test results demonstrate  

 

improvement in students’ problem-solving capabilities.  

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Re-write the following mixed-up paragraph in proper sentence order. 
 

Children especially enjoy the blend of chocolate, strawberry, and vanilla. Rocky Road delights 

children because of its marshmallows and nuts. One ice cream that pleases many is neapolitan. 

Ice cream is a favorite for two reasons. However, some are allergic to nuts. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Problem/Solution Text 
 

 
If the author’s purpose is to identify a problem and provide a solution or solutions, the problem is 

usually stated in the topic sentence; the definition of the problem is detailed in the concrete 

sentences; and the solution or solutions are presented in the commentary sentences.  
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

Pay special attention to cause-effect transitions, which are often used to begin concrete detail 

and commentary sentences in problem/solution expository texts.  
 

Cause-Effect Transitions: because, for, therefore, hence, as a result, consequently, as a 
consequence, due to, thus, so, led to, in that, in view of, owing to, forasmuch as, in as much 
as, provided that, as long as, if, unless, even if, only if, accordingly, in order to 

 

Sometimes the topic sentence of a paragraph is not stated; it is implied (suggested) by the 

concrete detail and commentary sentences. Good readers look for clues to the main idea. 
  

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the following paragraph. [Bracket] any cause-effect transitions which signal 

the relationship between a problem and its solution. Write the implied (suggested) topic 

sentence in the spaces provided. 
 

 Automobile safety features, such as blind side warning, back-up cameras, and automatic 

braking are not standard features on all new cars and trucks. In as much as they save lives, 

automobile manufacturers should not charge additional money for these safety features. Unless 

the government requires safety features on each new vehicle, the auto manufacturers will 

continue to prioritize profit over safety. Therefore, citizens must pressure Congress to act. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a four-sentence paragraph with an implied topic sentence to respond to this 

writing prompt: How can students lose their fear of speaking in front of the class? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Language Comprehension  ©2022 Pennington Publishing 794 

Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Cause/Effect Text 
 

 
If the author’s purpose is to identify cause-effect relationships, the topic is clearly stated in the 

topic sentence; the causes are usually stated in the concrete detail sentences; and the effects are 

presented in the commentary sentences.  

 

Typically, cause-effect relationships either analyze how one or more effects result from a 

particular cause or they analyze how one or more causes begin about a certain effect. 
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

Pay special attention to cause-effect transitions, which are often used to begin commentary 

sentences in cause/effect expository texts.  
 

Cause-Effect Transitions: because, for, therefore, hence, as a result, consequently, as a 
consequence, due to, thus, so, led to, in that, in view of, owing to, forasmuch as, in as much 
as, provided that, as long as, if, unless, even if, only if, accordingly, in order to 
  

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the following paragraph. [Bracket] any cause-effect transitions. 
 

 People often find it difficult to fall asleep. In many cases people go to bed with worry or 

stress on their minds. Consequently, they can’t relax enough to fall asleep. Another cause of 

sleeplessness is watching action movies or playing intense video games right before going to 

bed. In as much as the brain has been stimulated by the audio and visual images, it is hard to turn 

off that stimulation and fall asleep. As a result, the brain has no closure and cannot get the body 

to relax if the show or game is unfinished. 

 
 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Re-write the following mixed-up paragraph in proper sentence order. 

 

Thus, many potential voters don’t go to the polls or vote by mail. Often, people don’t like either 
candidate in a two-person race. Democracies only function well when a large percentage of voters 

actually vote. Some adults believe that their single vote will not affect the outcome of an election. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Argumentative Genre and Author’s Purpose: Evaluative Text  
 

 

To evaluate means to make logical and evidence-based judgments after careful observation. 

Writers present fair and balanced analysis to prove their point of view. When two or more groups 

or topics are included in the topic sentence, the concrete details should be stated in that order. 
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

Readers are exposed to many evaluative texts, including online reviews. Often, the concrete 

detail sentences state the observations, and the commentary sentences provide the 

judgments. 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the following paragraph. [Bracket] the observations and highlight the 

judgments. Notice how the topic sentence is followed by two concrete detail sentences and then 

two commentary sentences. 

 

The New York Yankees have won more pennants and World Series than another other  

 

baseball team. In fact, the Yankees have appeared in more post-season games than the rest of  

 

their division rivals put together. Truly, this team remains the best and most popular franchise  

 

in Major League Baseball. No other team can claim as many fans world-wide. Television  

 

ratings sky-rocket when the Yankees play on the game of the week. 

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Re-write the following mixed-up paragraph in proper sentence order. 

 

Having respect for one’s elders helps to maintain traditional values. Parents should also learn to 

not provoke their children. Obedience teaches respect for authority. Understanding life from a 

child’s viewpoint can assist parenting decisions. Both children and parents have responsibilities 

toward one another. Children should learn to obey their parents. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Argumentative Genre and Author’s Purpose: Persuasive Text  
 

 

Persuasive writing is designed to convince a reader that the writer's point of view is correct 

through logical and evidence-based argument, emotional language, and appeals to what is right 

and wrong. In contrast to argumentative essays, blog posts, or speeches, persuasive writing 

focuses more on the reader. 
 

To convince a reader that one’s point of view is correct, it is often necessary to prove that a 

different point of view is incorrect. Persuasive writing may include counterclaims and 

counterarguments (refutations). A counterclaim states an argument against the writer’s point of 

view. The counterargument (refutation) disproves the counterclaim. 

Example: Thomas Jefferson uses this persuasive tool in the “Declaration of Independence.” 

“It makes sense that long-established governments should not be changed for unimportant 

reasons. (Counterclaim) But when a long series of abuses and misuses of power clearly points to 

unlawful rule, it is the right and duty of the people to throw off such government, and to provide 

new guards for their future security.” (Counterargument or Refutation) 
 

       CONNECT TO READING  
 

Pay attention to the author’s use of contrast transitions, which begin counterarguments (refutations).  
 

Contrast Transitions: in contrast, on the other hand, however, whereas, but, yet, 
nevertheless, instead, as opposed to, otherwise, on the contrary, regardless, alternatively, 
conversely, but even so, still, rather, nonetheless, although, despite, in spite of, granted, 
notwithstanding, regardless, admittedly 

 

GUIDED PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Read the following paragraph. [Bracket] the counterclaim and highlight the 

counterargument (refutation). 
 

 Learning to read well is an essential skill. Reading is the primary means to gaining  

 

information and facts. Some would argue that text to speech applications makes reading less 

 

important. However, listening does not allow one to pause or re-think like reading does.  

 

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

 

Directions: Write a counterarguments (refutation) to these counterclaim: 
 

Some claim that athletes and celebrities are not role models. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answers 
 

 

Concrete Detail Transitions: Quotation Lead-Ins 
 

1. [The author observes,] 

2. [Jones argues] 

3. [According to C.S. Lewis,] 

 

Concrete Detail Transitions: Definition 
 

1. [refers to] 2. [in particular] 3. [In other words] 4. [is equal] to 5. [consists of] 

 

Concrete Detail Transitions: Number or Sequence  

 

1. [First of all] [Secondly] [Lastly] 2. [Initially] [Subsequently] [finally] 3. [Afterwards] [before] 

4. [primarily] 5. [next] [before] 

 

Concrete Detail Transitions: Time 

 

1. [Meanwhile] [Eventually] [current] 2. [previously] 3. [simultaneously] 4. [Currently] [since]  

5. [Now] [during] 

 

Concrete Detail Transitions: Addition 

 

1. [Additionally] [What is more] 2. [Besides] [plus] 3. [Furthermore] [Also] 4. [further] [more]  

5. [again] [Moreover] 

 

Concrete Detail Transitions: Example 

 

1. [For example] 2. [To illustrate] [such as] 3. [Specifically] [for instance] 4. [includes]  

5. [is like a]  

 

Concrete Detail Transitions: Explanation 

 

1. [Of course] [To the end that] 2. [Indeed] [lest] 3. [For this purpose] [so as to] [even] 

4. [that is] [Regarding] 5. [In fact] [With this intention] 

 

Concrete Detail Transitions: Comparison 

 

1. [Similarly] [Just like] 2. [in the same manner] 3. [In the same way] 4. [In comparison]  

5. [So too] [Likewise] 

 

Concrete Detail Transitions: Contrast 

 

1. [In contrast] [Nonetheless] 2. [Notwithstanding] [in spite of] 3. [Granted] [however] 

4. [Alternatively] [despite] 
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Commentary 

 

Topic Sentence: two best 

Concrete Details:  

Twain’s description entertains and informs 

A second novel shows 

Commentary:  

To explain, Twain tells 

The book’s hero learns 

 

Concrete Detail Transitions: Analysis 

 

1. [suggest that] 2. [means that] [To that end] 3. [In view of] [inferred that] 

4. [implies] [given that] 5. [Being that] 

 

Concrete Detail Transitions: Cause and Effect 

 

1. [As a result] [Thus] 2. [in order to] 3. [Even if] [Accordingly] [Consequently]  

4. [Owing to] [Hence] 5. [Forasmuch as] 

 

Conclusion Transitions: Concluding Statements 

 

1. [For these reasons] [In any case] 2. [On the whole] [therefore]  

3. In the final analysis] [In any event] 4. [Either way] 5. [In conclusion] [At any rate] 

 

Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Descriptive Text 

 

Topic Sentence:  

[Throughout the book, Crane uses symbols to appeal to the reader’s senses.]  

Concrete Detail Sentences: 

To conclude his Civil War novel, Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane wrote, “Over the river a 

golden ray of sun came through the hosts of leaden rain clouds.”  

In his story, the symbol of the blood-red setting sun represents death, but also an end to battle.  

Commentary Sentence: 

The reader can see the red sunset and feel the relief of the day ending as the sun sets. 

 

Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Informational Text 
 

Example Transitions:  

[For example] [For instance] 

Sentence without facts or examples: Make sure not to visit in the summer! 

The American Southwest has a wide variety of desert ecosystems. 
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Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Sequential Text 
 
[First] [Next] [Finally]  

 

Independent Practice 

 

Hawaii has become a major tourist attraction due to its natural wonders. Hawaiian beaches never 

fail to impress tourists. Waikiki has miles of white sand and gentle surf. Also, with an active 

volcano frequently lighting up the evening sky, residents and visitors see nature in action. 

Residents have evacuated their homes on several occasions since Hawaii became a state. 
 
Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Explanatory Text 
 

Topic Sentence:  

[Television commercials use different strategies to convince children of the dangers of  

Smoking.]  

Concrete Detail Sentences: 

In fact, one strategy consists of the scare tactic.  

Another strategy uses role models or celebrities.  

Finally, commercials include memorable slogans. 

Commentary Sentences: 

For this purpose, videos of people smoking through holes in their necks shows viewers what 

might happen as a result of cancer surgery. 

Indeed, testimonies from famous people, who explain how smoking-related illnesses have 

harmed them are quite effective.  

Regarding these, slogans such as “Don’t let your life go up in smoke” point out that smoking 

may lead to death. 
In fact For this purpose Indeed Regarding this 
 
Birthday celebrations differ throughout America. Some families celebrate by going out to a 

special dinner at a fine restaurant. The restaurant dinner may include a special dish. As another 

option, cake and ice-cream highlight a party given in the family home. Most Americans prefer 

chocolate cake and vanilla ice-cream. Others enjoy vanilla cake and chocolate ice-cream.   
 
Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Compare and Contrast Text 
 

[Both] [in the same way] 

Unlike In contrast However 

 

Playing sports requires physical coordination. Similarly, video gaming requires hand-eye 

coordination and excellent minor motor skills. Admittedly, sports is better exercise. Both 

activities improve decision-making skills. However, video gaming can also be an effective 

workout.  
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Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Analytical Text 
 
[suggest]  

Additionally 

The test results suggest that students’ reasoning abilities increased significantly.  

Additionally, the test results demonstrate improvement in students’ problem-solving capabilities.  
 
Automobile makers will not include free safety features unless laws require them to do so. 
 
Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Problem and Solution Text 
 

[In as much as] [Unless] [Therefore]  
 
Expository Genre and Author’s Purpose: Cause and Effect Text 
 
[Consequently] [In as much as] [As a result] [if] 

 

Democracies only function well when a large percentage of voters actually vote. Often, people 

don’t like either candidate in a two-person race. Some adults believe that their single vote will 

not affect the outcome of an election. Thus, many potential voters don’t go to the polls or vote by 

mail. 
 
Argumentative Genre and Author’s Purpose: Evaluative Text 

 

[the Yankees have appeared in more post-season games than the rest of  their division rivals put 

together]  

In fact, the Yankees have appeared in more post-season games than the rest of their division 

rivals put together. 

Truly, this team remains the best and most popular franchise in Major League Baseball. 

No other team can claim as many fans world-wide. 

 

Both children and parents have responsibilities toward one another. Children should learn to 

obey their parents. Obedience teaches respect for authority. Having respect for one’s elders helps 

to maintain traditional values. Parents should also learn to not provoke their children. 

Understanding life from a child’s viewpoint can assist parenting decisions.  

 

Argumentative Genre and Author’s Purpose: Persuasive Text 

 

[Some would argue that text to speech applications makes reading less important.]  

However, listening does not allow one to pause or re-think like reading does.  

 

 

 

 


