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Activity #6: Elkonin Sound Box Spelling Dictations 

 

 

Elkonin boxes provide excellent formative assessments for each Word Recognition lesson. 

Students are required to listen, segment and record the number of speech sounds (phonemes), 

and correctly spell the lesson’s focus sound-spellings and heart words.  

 

1. The teacher and students access the Elkonin Sound Box Google slides or pass out print 

copies. On each sound box, the first 6 spelling words use the lesson’s focus sound-spellings; the 

last 2 are the Heart Words.  

 

2. Dictate the spelling words. Tell students to count and record the number of speech sounds 

(phonemes) for each spelling word, and to type (or write) the irregular spellings found in each 

Heart Words. Display the Elkonin Sound Box answers and help students self-correct. 

 

Personal Sound Walls 

 

Not all students will continue to need speech articulation practice; however, the Personal Sound 

Walls provide an excellent review for all students. Students are required to brainstorm and spell 

their own words for each of the lesson’s sound-spellings on 13 sound walls, organized by speech 

articulation sounds. 

 

1. Display and pass out laminated copies of the Personal Sound Walls and fine tip dry erase 

markers. The teacher displays the Personal Sound Walls and may click on the audio files to 

access Google slides with catchy sound articulation songs. 

 

2. Students write example words for each of the sound-spellings, listed on the Animal Cards, and 

share answers. The teacher records student examples on the display. 
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