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Sing along to “Bronco Charlie and the Pony Express.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-Lg_74Easc
The comic book includes the lyrics of the song.

Story, music, lyrics, and accompanying literacy resources written by 
Mark Pennington. Comic illustrations by jbilcke-hf/ai-comic-factory

Now, Mark Pennington plays the role of “Bronco Charlie” in his 
visiting musical author program “The Gold Rush Musical,” but was 
there a real “Bronco Charlie?”

Yes! Julius Mortimer Miller, better known as “Bronco Charlie,” is an 
American folk hero. The details about his long life vary among 
historians, friends, family, and “Bronco Charlie” himself.

We do have the acknowledgment from the National Pony Express
Association that Charlie was one of their riders, and we do know that he 
died in January of 1955. These facts support the claim that he lived to the
age of 105 and rode for the Pony Express at age 11 or 12. However, 
some historians doubt his claim 
that he served as a permanent rider.

Charlie’s other adventures, described 
in his 1934 autobiography, A Saga of
the Saddle-The Life Story of Broncho
Charlie Miller the Last of the Pony
Express Riders are no less certain:
Riding for Bufalo Bill Cody’s Wild 
West Show, traveling in a circus,
scouting for General Custer, and 
serving as a horse trainer for 
President Teddy Roosevelt are a few.

Whether all or some is true, we can 
agree that “Bronco Charlie” was 
quite the colorful character.



Well, they call 

me “bronco Charlie,” 

and I have a story 

to tell.

Now, some 

of it’s a 

tall tale,

But some 

is true, 

as well.



Way back in 

1861, I was 

eleven 

years old

When a pony 

with no rider 

raced into 

sacramento.

That pony was carrying mail, 

sent by the Pony Express, in 

locked mochila pouches to 

join the east and west.



“the mail must go through;” 

“the mail must go through;” 

It’s the motto of the Pony 

Express: “the mail must 

go through.”



When the station 

keeper caught the 

reins, a crowd around 

him grew. He said,

I have no 

rider to 

take the mail 

on through.

But, the pony express 

motto is “the mail must 

go through.” so I shouted,

Give me 

half a chance

to show what 

I can do!



“the mail must go through;” 

“the mail must go through;” 

It’s the motto of the Pony 

Express: “the mail must 

go through.”



The station 

keeper had 

no choice, 

so he 

Saddled me 

up to go, 

Off to ride 

the 45 

miles east 

from 

sacramento.

I’ve ridden 

the route 

to hangtown; 

I know the 

Placerville 

trail.

No, You’re much 

too young, 

said some in 

the crowd, To carry the 

u.s. mail.



“the mail must go through;” 

“the mail must go through;” 

It’s the motto of the Pony 

Express: “the mail must 

go through.”



I rode all day and 

through the night, 

got lost, then found 

the station.



A new rider 

strapped on the 

mail to a fresh 

pony waiting.

The next day 

at the 

station, the 

eastern rider 

arrived, But he 

couldn’t 

finish up his 

route with an 

arrow in 

his side.



“the mail must go through;” 

“the mail must go through;” 

It’s the motto of the Pony 

Express: “the mail must 

go through.”



PONY EXPRESS OATH

THEN THE STATION 

KEEPER TOLD ME, NOw 

YOU WORK FOR THE 

Pony Express, so I 

took the oath and

Delivered the mail 

in record time, 

no less.

As the youngest of 

hundreds of riders, I rode 

5 months, but then the 

telegraph was completed, 

and the Pony Express did end.



“the mail must go through;” 

“the mail must go through;” 

It’s the motto of the Pony 

Express: “the mail must 

go through.”



ABOUT THE
MUSICAL AUTHOR 

Mark is a published songwriter 
and author, as well as a retired 
elementary reading specialist and 
history teacher. Mark and his 
family live in the heart of 
California’s Gold Country.

The 
gold rush 
musical!

Bring Mark to your school as a 
visiting musical author to 
accompany your students in a 
standards-based, historical and 
humorous readers’ theater 
performance. Make sure to invite 
the parents! Mark also records 
your students’ original Gold 
Rush song. Your students are 
published songwriters!

SCHOOL SONGS

Mark composes and records 
custom school songs (alma 
maters, spirit songs, and morning 
announcement lead-ins) to 
enhance your school brand and 
culture. Additionally, Mark 
provides assessment-based 
instructional resources at 
penningtonpublishing.com.

Booking Inquiries:

mark@pennington
publishing.com

888.565.1635



sing along with the 

accompanying song:
“Bronco Charlie rides

The pony express.”
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