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Introduction

The Targeted Independent Practice: Reading Fluency program provides 43 expository
Animal Articles for modelled and repeated reading fluency practice. The program provides two
effective options for fluency practice: digital and non-digital.

The Animal Fluency Articles
consists of 350—450 words. Readers learn about the physical characteristics nimal, the

animal's habitat, what the animal eats, the animal's family, interesting fao@u the status of the
species, whether endangered or not. 0

The Animal Fluency Articles are high-interest expository articles. Each of@articles
trre a

The articles are leveled in a unique pyramid design: the first two
third grade (Fleish-Kincaid) reading level (after deleting a few
carnivores or long animal names such as armadillos); the ne
grade reading level; and the last two are at the seventh gra

r&phs are at an adjusted
i-syllabic words such as
aragraphs are at the fifth
ng level. The reader begins

practice at an easier level to build confidence and then more difficult academic
language and sentence length. P

Each article is displayed and has been recorded ube videos at three different reading
speeds (Level A at 95-115 words per minute; L at 115-135 words per minute; and Level C
at 135-155 words per minute) to provide mod adings at each of your students’ challenge
levels. Visit http://bit.ly/1HaRC3h to ac e 129 YouTube videos.

Because of the pyramid design and dif
for all age levels. Use the following
three fluency groups for modeled

t reading speeds, the fluency practice is appropriate
ets” Fluency Assessment to place students in one of
eadlings and repeated reading practice.
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The “Pets” Fluency Assessment

Teacher Notes

As a critical component of reading diagnosis, teachers need to hear their students read.
This assessment allows the teacher to assess reading ability and provides a baseline fluency rate.
Additionally, the results will help the teacher narrow down the reading level of students to
inform selection of books for independent reading practice.

The “Pets” fluency passage is leveled in the same pyramid design as the A Fluency
Articles, but with even greater specificity. The first paragraph is at the fi e (Fleish-
Kincaid) reading level; the second paragraph is at the second grade levgk; hird paragraph is

at the third grade level; the fourth paragraph is at the fourth grade leve fifth paragraph is at
the fifth grade level; the sixth paragraph is at the sixth grade level agd the seventh paragraph is
at the seventh grade level. Thus, the reader begins practice at an e%jevel that builds
confidence and then moves to more difficult academic langya successive
approximation. As the student reads the fluency passage, th h{ er will be able to note the
reading levels at which the student has a high degree of &th and automaticity. Automaticity

refers to the ability of the reader to read effortlessly Wi@ umbling or sounding-out words.

e The reading level in which the student has 95—1Q08% accuracy with a high degree of
automaticity indicates an independent level '@' ing. In other words, this reading level is
appropriate for students to read on their OV@ p students to choose books at this level for

automaticity indicates an instructionadle f reading. In other words, this reading level is

appropriate for students to read WQ

books at this level for instructi d
e The reading level in which t

automaticity indicates a fr

inappropriate for effec

independent reading practice.
e The reading level in which the stude@%% accuracy with a medium degree of
|

her or parent assistance. Help students to choose
ing practice.
nt has less than 85% accuracy with a low degree of
| level of reading. In other words, this reading level is
ading practice.

Preparation and nization

Laminate one copy. “Pets” Fluency Assessment for students. Run off enough copies of the
same assessmen h student. Use a stopwatch to ensure that the two-minute timings will be
accurate. Set asl able or two desks in a corner of the room or just outside the door, if

practical. Have deskS or chairs facing each other.

Announce to the class that you will have students quietly read to you for two-minute reading
fluency timings. Say, “Please don’t interrupt the fluency timings, unless there is an emergency.
We want to complete these timings quickly, so this is how we will organize things: I will pick
one student to read. The first to read will be . Please sit here. When

has finished, she will use the stopwatch to time the next reader, who will be

. From now on, the student who does the timing will quietly go get the next
reader. Any questions?”
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Fluency Assessment Directions and Scoring

1. Say—“I’'m going to have you read out loud for two minutes. Read quickly, but say the words
correctly. The title of this article is ‘Pets.” Point to the first word of the article on the student’s
copy and say ‘Ready, begin.’”

2. As the student reads, mark a slash on the teacher’s copy for mispronounced words, omitted
words, added words, and words not correctly pronounced within three seconds. Say the word for
the student after three seconds of silence or attempted pronunciation and then say “Next,” if the
student does not continue to read. Be consistent in test administration regardi rking (or not
marking) dialect differences, word repetitions, pre-practice of difficult wor ersals, and self-

corrections. O

3. Mark a bracket after the last word the student reads correctly when &}ninutes have elapsed.

Say, “Stop.” Record the total number of words read, less errors at &ttom left of the page and

the name of the student. Say, “Thank you. Now, you will be % " When I say ‘begin,” push
am.

k

this button. After two minutes, say ‘stop,” and push the butte fter the timing has been

completed, say “Please go tell that he or she ®

299

Do Your Students Need Reading FIuenc@ctice?

Students reading less than the number of words \lte (correctly), as indicated by the
following Fall Grade Level Norms, need the m reading and repeated reading practice
provided in the Targeted Independent Prac eading Fluency program. Note that the
“Pets” Fluency Assessment is a two-minut ng, not the one-minute numbers in the Fall
Grade Level Norms, so student words pejffa must be divided by two to determine mastery,

according to these criteria. O

Reading Fluency Grade Norms: Words Correct per Minute
Grade Fa ry Levels | Winter Spring
4 58 112 98-118
5 / 168 118 118—-128
6 15/ 184 132 135-145
7 72,7147/ 235 158 157-167
8—Adult t\S') 156 / 250 167 166—171

Adapted by Timx Rasinski from Hasbrouck, J. E. & Tindal, G. (1992). Curriculum-based oral
reading fluency forms for students in Grades 2 through 5. Teaching Exceptional Children,
(Spring), 41-44 and Howe, K. B. & Shinn, M. M. (2001). Standard reading assessment passages
(RAPS) for use in general outcome measurements: A manual describing development and
technical features. Eden Prairie, MN: Edformations. Mastery levels and adult extrapolation by
Mark Pennington.
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“Pets” Fluency Assessment Name

11
21
32
44

57
63
74

86

96

109
125
141
154
170
188
205
219

234
244
259
275
290
303
309
325
338
354
371
383

Pets are nice. Pets live with us. They can be good

friends. Pets make people happy. They can be very fun.
Some pets are very smart. Many can be trained to do

what people say. Pets may come to us when we_call. Some

can do speC|aI trlcks Some even seem to tal with a

“bark,” a “meow,” or a “chirp.”
Many people enjoy life more with pets. P?can be good
company. Pets can help people feel less lon ome pets help us

feel better. Pets can even help us get mor

Not all animals make good pets. MostvS |mals are afraid of people.
Others could be dangerous, like large cat rs. It would be too hard to care
for some animals. They might need a sp jal“place to live or special food to eat.

Pets and owners must make a tch. People need to think carefully
about some things before getting pet owner needs to have a good place
for a pet to live. A small apartmen be perfect for a fish or hamster, but not
for a large dog or cat. Also, so cost more to keep than others. Large pets
eat more than small ones, and cost of medical care can be expensive.
People need to consider how@?c time they will be able to spend with their
pets. Pets need plenty of an attention to stay happy.

The most popular p rldwide are dogs and cats. There are slightly more cats than
dogs. Birds, hamsters, tu nakes, lizards, and fish are also the pets of choice for many
people. In the last few#aISpets have become more “exotic.” Many people are now keeping
ferrets and monke Rets. Most local governments have laws restricting which pets are
acceptable in thei unities.

Pet ow ed to be responsible with their pets. Adult pets need to be spayed or
neutered to pr&yentunplanned litters. According to the Humane Society, over three million
unwanted re put to sleep each year. Also, mixed breed cats and dogs can make
wonderf - In fact, some of the best pets can be adopted from local animal shelters at
little cos s are valuable friends and need our very best care.

Total Number of Words Read Total Number of Words Read

- Total Number of Mistakes - Total Number of Mistakes

= Total Number of Words Read = Total Number of Words Read
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Targeted Independent Reading Fluency Practice Directions

Differentiated Instruction with Flexible Reading Fluency Groups

For students who need reading fluency practice, as indicated by the Fall Grade Level
Norms, refer to the student scores on the “Pets” Fluency Assessment, and assign students to one
of three flexible reading fluency groups (A, B, or C), according to the following criteria.

Assigned “Pets” Score Assessment Challen vel
Fluency Level Two Minute Words per Words
Groups Assessment Minute Mim@
Level A <190 <95 95@
Level B 191-239 96—119 5135
Level C >240 >120 155
&
Keep these groups flexible, as some students will progress rapiglly and may need to be reassigned

to reflect their improved reading fluency scores. Also, sepdrat®students who do not work well

together. p
?

The Targeted Independent Practice: ReadingF program includes two instructional
options for independent fluency practice: 1. Digi uTube modeled readings and practice
2. Non-Digital: Reading fluency groups modelgd Madings and practice. Note that teachers may
choose to do a hybrid of the digital and non resources and instruction.

Instructional Materials and ources
1. Use a timer or the stopwatch ap our phone to time fluency readings.
2. Create fluency folders for nt. Select and print the appropriate Reading Fluency

Timing Charts for your studk according to the results of the “Pets” Fluency Assessment. Note
that one chart has higher@‘per minute than the other.

3. Provide a box of ¢
use blue pencils to
regular pencils f

@ hot color pencils and erasers for each fluency group. Many teachers

cold fluency timings and red pencils for hot fluency timings. Or
timings and pens for hot timings work equally well.

4. Select the digital or non-digital instructional option for independent reading fluency practice.

Digital Option: Provide tablets or computers and earbuds with access to restricted-use YouTube

videos, featuring modeled readings of the Animal Fluency Articles: (Level A at 95-115 words
per minute; Level B at 115-135 words per minute; and Level C at 135-155 words per minute)

Non-Digital Option: Print the Animal Fluency Article for each student. Teachers may choose to
laminate the articles for future instruction.

Targeted Independent Practice: Reading Fluency ©2025 Pennington Pu@ng 5



Reading Fluency Timing Chart

1. Display the “Pets” Fluency Assessment and explain how to count the words for their two-
minute fluency timing.

2. Display the following Reading Fluency Timing Chart. Tell students that a cold timing is an
unpracticed reading. Model how to shade in the cold timing with a blue or regular pencil.

3. Tell students that a hot timing is a practiced reading. The hot timing is recorded above the cold
timing because the practiced reading timing is usually higher than the unpractifeteading

timing. Model how to shade in the hot timing with a red pencil or pen. Tell ts that if they
read fewer words on the hot timing than they did on the cold timing, they; draw a dark line
to show their hot timing. o

their timings.

Tell students to be neat, but to take no more than 30 seconds to sr@?

Beginning Independent Reading Fluency Pra@

1. Assign the A, B, or C reading levels to each student, rerigding them that their levels may
change as they practice. If using the digital option, sk ents how to access the YouTube
modeled readings.

2. Appoint a reading fluency leader for each gr \Qistribute instructional materials and

resources. Direct students to move to the co or reading fluency groups.
3. Display the print copy of the first Ani ncy Article, and pre-teach the challenge words
in the upper right corner. O

4. Instruct students to open their falgt

Animal Fluency Article or na

gand take out their Reading Fluency Charts and the first
the first Animal Fluency Article on YouTube.

L 4

Cold Timing \

Say, “We are now goi ead an article about an animal. Read out loud in six-inch voices,
with good expressiqQ our own pace. Make sure to pause at commas and stop at periods.
Most importantly, re@id/for understanding. During the timing, don’t stop reading because we want
our timings to r@ urate. Ready, read.” [Start the timer.]

When the timer goes off, say, “Point your finger to the last word you read. Now shade in your
cold timing on your Reading Fluency Timing Chart.” Display the chart to remind students how to
record their cold timings.

Targeted Independent Practice: Reading Fluency ©2025 Pennington Pu@ng 6



Modeled Reading and Repeated Readings for the Digital Option

Say, “Now put in your earbuds and adjust the volume. Read out loud in six-inch voices, along
with the modeled reading, until the end of the article. When finished, repeat the reading over and
over on your own until I say, ‘Stop.” Don’t read along with others; read quickly at your own
pace.”

Modeled Reading and Repeated Readings for the Non-Digital Option

Say, “Your fluency leader will lead a choral read of the entire article. Everygmgréads together in
six-inch voices until the end of the article. When finished, repeat the readigd*ayer and over on
your own until I say, ‘Stop.” Don’t read along with others; read quickly a @ Ir own pace.”

Hot Timing

A few minutes prior to ending the independent reading fluenc
to re-read the article once more for our hot timing. Read out
expression, at your own pace. Make sure to pause at co
importantly, read for understanding. During the timing,
timings to be accurate. Ready, read.” [Start the tim \

, say, “We are now going
in six-inch voices, with good
stop at periods. Most

stop reading because we want our

When the timer goes off, say, “Point your finger@ last word you read. Now shade in your
hot timing on your Reading Fluency Timing Cha isplay the chart to remind students how to
record their cold timings.

Direct fluency leaders to collect the pen(&%ens fluency folders, tablets, and earbuds.

Note that students will often infl r hot timing scores. Listen in to students who do so
and counsel them to improve t %pressmn and attention to punctuation. The cold
timings over time provide th rmative assessments. The timings are certainly
motivational, but the readi h"modeled readings and repeated readings practice are

the keys to improving f@g

&
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“The Ape” Reading Fluency #1

The ape is a very interesting animal. One

8 | type of ape is the orangutan. Male orangutans orangutan
16 |can weigh as much as two normal size humans. Sumatra
25 | Females weigh about half as much. Orangutans  Borneo
32 | have long, strong arms and their hands and feet  ommivore
41 | are shaped like hooks. They are shaggy and have &mgemd
50 | red hair. pecies
52 Orangutans used to live all over Southeas
59 | Asia. Now they only live in a few rain foresison the islands of
73 | Sumatra and Borneo. Orangutans swing f | trees to move
83 |around. It is warm where these animals” ut not too warm. There
96 |is a lot of rain there, so trees and pI w very tall and big.
111 Orangutans are omnivores, smce.t tsome birds and small
121 | mammals. However, they mostly eat ﬁ!% like fruit and leaves, instead of
133 | meat. Their diet consists of mostly he fruits they tend to prefer have a
148 | lot of sugar in them. Figs are the e fruit of the orangutans. Figs come
164 | from trees, and they are easy f gutans to pick and eat. Orangutans also
179 | eat lots of young leaves fro trees in their habitat.
189 Unlike many other , orangutans are single adults, so they have
200 | no family structure. M angutans raise their children one at a time. The
213 | baby rides on its mothg®s“Wack for three years at the start of its life. There, it
230 | learns how to pick f protect itself from danger. Female orangutans
242 | usually have one* very six years. Older male orangutans may fight each
255 | other for the att of the available female orangutans.
264 The territ n adult orangutan is not clearly established, as is the case with many animals. Often,
282 orangutan territor'@ﬂ overlap. However, this does not mean that orangutans are social animals. They limit
298 their social int to feeding, mating, and calling each other. Only rarely will orangutans get in fights with
316 each other ovi or territory. In these fights, the apes will demonstrate their strength by destroying
333 branches, 'ng at each other, and biting each other until one gives up.
346 Dusge’deforestation of the rain forest (cutting down trees for grazing or farmland), orangutans are
362 becoming more*and more endangered with each day. Palm oil farmers have cut down much of the forest on
381 Sumatra and Borneo. Some people even capture orangutans to use them as pets in their homes. Orangutans are
399 already on international endangered species lists, and their habitat has been increasingly threatened by
413 humans, mainly through the deforestation of the rain forest.
422

Total Number of Words Read Total Number of Words Read

- Total Number of Mistakes - Total Number of Mistakes

= Total Number of Words Read = Total Number of Words Read
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“The Eagle” Reading Fluency #2

The eagle is a huge bird. One type of

9 |eagle is the bald eagle. This bird of prey has prey
19 | a large yellow beak shaped like a hook and a salmon
29 | pure white head. Its body is brown with a Continental
38 | white tail. Female bald eagles are much bigger  offiwial
46 | than males. .&l
48 Bald eagles live all over North and South
56 | America. They make their nests near rivers, po@ and lakes. There
67 |they can find many fish. Bald eagles build thesbiggest nests of any
80 | bird in America. Mostly, the birds stay aw, people. Some
91 | birds move their nests frequently. S
96 Bald eagles eat whatever they can . BUt, mostly they eat fish. Some
109 | of their favorite meals are trout and salgn catch fish, bald eagles swoop
123 | down over the water and grab the fish eir feet, called talons. If the fish
139 | is too heavy for the eagle to carry, i have to swim in the water. Many
156 | eagles aren’t able to swim very wellsS®metimes, bald eagles will steal their
169 | food from other birds that are s .
176 At about five years ol eagles find mates. They pick partners as
189 | their mates for life. Someti the pair cannot have a baby, they will find
204 | new partners. Babies ar @ed from eggs in their nests, which are made from
218 | twigs and branches. N usually in trees near open water. Mother and
232 | father eagles will ta watching the eggs while the mate finds food or
246 | adds on to the nest.
251 The bald eag an important symbol of the United States of America. It is known as the
270 | national bird of the Unied States. In 1782, the Continental Congress named the bald eagle as the national bird.
289 | Ben Franklin once at he thought that it was a bad choice. He said the bald eagle was too cowardly to
311 | symbolize the natl'%tead, he suggested the turkey. Today, the bald eagle appears on official seals of the
329 | United States off tiggbacks of several coins. It was on the back of the quarter until 1999, with its head turned
351 | towards an gliy&Sawéinch.
355 o @ Id eagle used to be a common sight in the United States. But, over the nation’s history, this
374 | eagle’s populd¥gn has slowly decreased. This decrease is due to hunting and the use of pest spray by farmers.
393 | Many farmers used to spray DDT to reduce pests on their crops. This spray, when breathed by eagles, made
412 | them unable to have babies. Fortunately, the bald eagle population has begun to increase since DDT was
429 banned as a pest spray. The bald eagle was officially removed from the list of endangered species in 1995.
448

Total Number of Words Read Total Number of Words Read

- Total Number of Mistakes - Total Number of Mistakes

= Total Number of Words Read = Total Number of Words Read
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“The Ibex” Reading Fluency #3

An ibex is a wild goat. Ibexes have big,

9 | long horns that turn behind their heads. The horns Europe
18 | have spiky bumps on them. Their fur is very short, herbivores
28 | and not shaggy like a dog’s fur. As the weather predators
38 | warms, the fur gets darker. Ibexes are about five idermists
47 | feet long and three feet high. They weigh about &jicina|
56 | as much as two people put together.
63 Ibexes live in the mountains. They are
70 | found in Europe, Asia, and Africa. Their hopags«
78 |are made in the rocks. Ibexes have very h t,
88 | so they can walk on rocks all day long. e even live in snowy
102 | mountains, where it’s very cold. Mos'ﬁQhey like to stay in the
114 | shade of trees in the daytime.  «
120 Ibexes are herbivores, so they eﬁby plants. In the daytime, when it is
134 | warm, they search for food. They eat leaves from trees that grow in
148 | their natural habitat. Many ibexe;% earch for fruit to eat. However, fruit is
162 | less common in some of their areas. Although ibexes are plant eaters,
175 | this does not mean that they g@s dangerous to humans. Ibexes dislike being
188 | near humans and will som s attack. The main animal that hunts for ibexes
201 |is the leopard.
205 Ibexes live in tw, s‘Werent groups. Groups are made up of about ten to
219 | twenty ibexes. Mal up one group, and females and babies make up the
232 | other. Males figHt other to establish power in their groups and to win
247 | females as thei s. The most powerful male ibexes avoid each other and
260 | do not fight. elps them avoid serious injury.
269 Ibexes wn for their charging abilities when they attack predators. Ibexes put down their heads
284 and butt into t edators. Although younger ibexes often fight, they avoid hurting each other. In fact, much
302 of their fig olves circling and pretend charges, which are called mock charges.
316 Ib ed to be the subjects of many game hunts. The handsome male heads were prized by hunters,
333 and many of thgse heads were stuffed by taxidermists and then displayed in the homes of big game hunters.
352 They were also hunted because of the medicinal properties of various parts of their bodies. However, the
368 advancement of modern medicine has stopped most of the hunting of ibexes for their medicinal value. About
385 ten thousand ibexes still live today in the world.
396
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“The Okapi” Reading Fluency #4

The okapi looks like a mix of zebra and

9 | giraffe. These animals have dark backs. On Democratic
16 | their legs, they have white stripes. These stripes digestive
24 | make them look like zebras. Their bodies look communicating
32 | like small giraffes. But, they do not have very  zo ists
41 | long necks. Their ears are big and pointy, and Nction
50 | their tongues are long, too. Okapis have short 6
58 | horns that are covered by skin.
64 These animals like to live in large aregs@way from towns.
75 | They can be found only in the middle of n the Democratic
88 | Republic of the Congo. Most okapi livé4g%he mountains and forests.
99 | They leave scents to mark their terril’b@ Males protect their land,
109 | but they allow females to walk thiqu@tit to find food.
122 Okapi are strange eaters. Theya\ rbivores, so they eat tree leaves,
134 | grass, and fungi. But, they also havibedn known to eat charcoal from burnt
148 | trees! Also, they commonly eat re@a from the ground near streams or
161 | rivers. Along with plants, char nd clay, they eat fruit and berries. Okapi
174 | spend most of their day eati searching for food. When they find food,
188 | they chew it, spit it out, a w it again. This helps their weak digestive
203 | system.
204 Female okapi g 0irth to a single baby, called a calf. Babies are fed by
219 | their mothers and t quickly. Only thirty minutes after they are born,
232 | okapi can stand u;\ walk around. Mothers leave their babies during the day.
245 | They return at o feed them. In zoos, okapi live for about thirty years.
260 | But, no one how long they live in the wild.
272 Altho y generally live alone, Okapi have ways of communicating with each other. They make
287 different soun zoologists are able to identify. One sound, called a chuff, is made when one okapi meets
306 another. T s used when an okapi calf is separated from its mother and put into danger.
324 ests of the Democratic Republic of the Congo are threatened by people eager for their rich
341 natural resour®gs. As a result, okapi are losing their territory. Okapi are not only threatened by loggers, miners,
358 and farmers, but they are also threatened by illegal hunters, called poachers, who hunt them for their valuable
376 skins. The okapi population is currently classified as “near threatened” by extinction.
389
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“The Mule” Reading Fluency #5

Mules are babies, born from donkey and

7 | horse parents. They have short, thick heads. They hybrids
15 | have long pointy ears. Mules have a short mane, sterile
24 | like most horses. They come in all shapes and intelligent
33 | sizes. Some mules can grow to weigh as much as  tyamsportation
43 | six humans! Mules have small, strong hooves. &stria"zed
50 Most of the mules in the world are in Chln
60 | In that country, mules are used for riding. Mul
69 | are also used for pulling carts. Many othe es are found in
81 | Mexico, South America, and North Afrlc s live mostly on
91 | farms with people. There are only a few mules and many of
104 | these animals live in California. The lost during the California
115 | Gold Rush of the 1850s and havee e in foothill canyons ever
127 | since.
128 The mule’s owner can purc od for mules at any farm store. Mules
141 | have the same diets as horses andsgofpkeys. However, they need less protein
154 | than horses. Their favorite sna re hay or other dried grasses. Mules need
167 | lots of fresh, clean water. Bugf™ y drink too much, they can have serious
182 | problems. Mule owners n control their food and drink levels.
193 Since mules co two different parent animals, they are called
204 | hybrids. Most mules ile. This means that they cannot produce any
216 | babies. But, some ve been able to have babies. Mule babies are called
230 | foals. If a female” and a male horse are the parents, then the foal is mostly
247 | horse-like. A nkey produces a mostly donkey-like foal.
257 Mules a&W' ent gnimals. They can endure hardship and severe conditions, which is \_Nhy thgy are
273 commonly used ansportation and farm work. Mules are stubborn if treated harshly. Horses will forgive
289 their owners fi @" g them poorly, but mules gener_ally will not. I\/!ules are very proud anim_als. When
306 treated well &y ®air owners, mules are usually very friendly. They will bond and work well with people who
325 treat the tly.
328 mber of mules in the world is increasing. Endangered animal agencies have rated the mule of
345 “no concern” for extinction. In China, where there is the densest population, mules are still bred daily. The
363 mule population is even increasing in industrialized nations.
371
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“The Rooster” Reading Fluency #6

Roosters are male chickens. There are

6 many types of roosters. They come in a traditional
14 | variety of colors: brown, white, black, and red. = sentencing
22 | Roosters have red combs on the top of their convicted
31 | heads. They have yellow beaks. They have d sticated
38 | black feathers on their tails. Below their eyes, (‘ F
46 | roosters have a white spot. Their thin legs and O
55 | feet are gray or black.
60 Most roosters live on farms. In fact, chjekens live in all areas of
72 | the world. But, most of them live in Chin e United States.
86 | Most chicken owners keep their chickeh\ coops. A coopisa
98 | walled or screened shack designed fd@ckens. Coops keep roosters
107 | warm during the winter and cool w\ summertime. Female
118 | chickens, called hens, even have -In nesting spots in many
128 | coops.
130 Most roosters are fed by thei@ners. Their diet is made up of insects,
144 | worms, slugs, and snails. Howeyely they also eat plants, fruit, seeds, acorns,
156 | and other foods. Roosters caff TaOstheir own food if the owner wishes. But,
170 | they must have a lot of ro search for their food.
182 Farmers chiefly k Ickens for their eggs; however, some chicken
192 | farmers raise hens anr%ters for their meat. The job of the rooster is to
207 | protect the nest an s. Usually, there is one rooster who is in charge of a
223 | group of other rg and hens. The head rooster wins this position through
236 | fighting or pret@yﬂlghting.
241 Througho oly, roosters have been used in “cock fights.” People organize fights between roosters
253 and bet on the wi . Roosters that are used in cock fights are specially bred and trained for strength.
272 Although coc ing is a traditional sporting event in nearly every part of the world, most Americans
289 considered g animal cruelty. In fact, cock fighting is illegal in forty-nine states in the United States.
308 Some cor@y and state laws allow sentencing for up to three years in prison for those convicted of this
326 crime. World*wgde, thousands of birds are killed or hurt every year in cock fights.
342 Roosters are domesticated animals. They have no threat of extinction. The number of chickens
356 worldwide continues to increase. In fact, chickens are the world’s largest group of domesticated birds. With a
373 population of over eight billion, there are more chickens than humans on earth!
386
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“The Woodpecker” Reading Fluency #7

13
23
33
42
48
56
62
70
/8
91
102
114

123
128
139
150
159
174
186
194
203
219
232
246

262
275
201
308
321
336
352
365

Woodpeckers are some of the loudest
birds around. Not all woodpeckers look the Australia
same. Most have two toes on the front of their  beetles
feet and two on the back. Their tongues are long repetitive
enough to curl all the way around their heads. threatened
Woodpeckers have strong pointed beaks. Their c&dered
bottom tail feathers are strong and stiff. Most O
woodpeckers weigh only about one pound. O
These birds can be found all over the p
world. They live in wooded areas everyw t
in Australia. Their homes are often mad e tops of trees in
forests. Most woodpeckers will maka@% in trees with their beaks
to build their nests. Some will find@ and use them. Different
types of woodpeckers like differé\ es. But, many woodpeckers
prefer cypress trees and redwo
A woodpecker’s daily diet ists of different foods depending on the
type of woodpecker. Common include insects, fruits, and nuts. Like
many birds, woodpeckers enj Ing worms. Woodpeckers are mainly
omnivores. They use thei& to hit bark on trees to expose bugs (ants and
beetles, usually) which en eat. Some woodpeckers have been found to
eat sap from trees. Ot
Female wood
females work tod
babies. Babies £
they hatch, thes
@9d%0 bring back to the nest, while the other stays behind to protect

B8bies usually leave the nest after about thirty days.
8 m kers are known for their repetitive tapping on tree trunks to expose insects from tree bark.

t mostly acorns.
produce about four babies each season. Males and
0 dig holes out of trees to provide a nest for their
in their eggs for about two weeks until they hatch. When
dre blind and do not have any feathers. One parent goes out

thousand times a day! They are usually not very protective of their territory.

The population of woodpeckers is generally not considered to be threatened, but their habitat in some
areas has been reduced due to woodcutting and deforestation. Two species of these birds are considered
officially endangered by the government. Still, the overall woodpecker population is balanced.
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“The Cow” Reading Fluency #8

Cows have many uses. Farmers raise cows

7 | for different reasons. Some raise cows for their calves
15 | meat. Others raise cows for their dairy products. climates
23 | Cows come in many colors. Cows can be brown, Hinduism
32 | white, or black. Male cows are called bulls, and g d
41 | they have horns. Female cows are gentle. Bulls (i ?
49 | can be mean and dangerous.
54 Almost every place in the world has cows.()
62 | Cows live in grassy meadows or on farms. re are some wild cows
75 | left in the world. These wild cows are in i tern America, India,
87 | and Africa. Wild cows are not the samé rm cows. Still, most
100 | cows live on farms, not in the wild. \q
108 Cows on farms are fed based on me@ . Beef cows are fed differently
122 | from dairy cows. A beef cow is fed cdhb;rain, and grasses. Farmers feed
136 | these cows a large amount of prote Iry cows need large amounts of fiber.
150 | Dairy cows provide milk and cre ws have very large stomachs that are
163 | divided into four parts. Each p a different job in digesting food. Usually,
177 | only older cows are used to lothes. Their hides (the outer layers of cow
192 | skins) are dried into leathe
197 Baby cows are ca lees. Some calves die at birth, because they are
210 | so large. Older cows ss problems giving birth than do young cows.
223 | Calves are nursed b others for about ninety days. Adult cows like to
237 | stay in groups wi ch other. Bulls usually stay by themselves.
248 Cows require are from farmers. Cow hooves have to be trimmed by farmers once or twice
267 each year. The hair a%d of a cow’s tail (called the switch) must be frequently cleaned and trimmed. In
288 the winter, cows inside at night to protect them from the cold in most climates. Additionally, cows
307 require a lot of ay on which to sleep. They spend 40-50% of their day lying down. Cows take several
328 naps througho@ ay.
332 In Lo st people follow the religion of Hinduism. Hindus believe that cows are sacred animals.
348 Hindus dd%t them and cows are free to roam about the countryside. Worldwide, cows are certainly not
367 endangered arfignals. There are over 1.3 billion cows still in the world today. That number is almost equal to
386 one cow for every six people on earth.
394
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“The Koi” Reading Fluency #9

Koi fish are freshwater fishes and are

8 | kept by many as pets. Koi come in many discovered
17 | different colors. Most of them are orange. separate
24 | Koi have eyes on both sides of their heads. filtration
33 | Behind their eyes, they have gills. st@adily
39 | These gills help them breathe under water. @d
46 | On their backs, they have a fin.
53 The koi fish are related to carps. Carps co e rom the Caspian
65 | Sea in Europe. Colored koi fish were first diggowered in Japan.
76 | Today, they live everywhere in the world are mostly kept as
88 | pets, but some have been released mtot Ild. People like keeping
100 | koi because of their bright colors. ople have built koi ponds
112 | to enjoy these fish. -
116 Koi will eat many different fooMey are available. Koi owners
128 | usually feed them fish food from th However, they may feed their fish
142 | with some live foods. These foods. de worms, prawns, tadpoles, and frogs.
153 | Some live foods, like insects, gerous for koi to eat. Owners can also
167 | feed their koi fish brown bre lettuce. But, owners need to be careful as
181 | not to harm their fishes wi ds that they can’t digest.
194 Sometimes, male Il bully females. If this happens, an owner must
206 | separate the two. Afte abies, called fry, are born, they will find a place to
221 | hide. After two or t s of growing, the newborn koi fish will start
236 | swimming up to't face of the water. The fry need to be fed and treated
252 | differently by t ner to help their growth.
260 Koi requir tant, good filtration system for the water in which they swim and live. Adding
277 simple tap water % habitat could even kill the fish. Tap water is filled with chlorine and other chemicals
297 that may have ‘4 IVe effects on koi fish. Koi habitats must have water that has the right texture (hardness or
316 softness), temp re sunshine, and chemicals. It is recommended that new koi owners read information
331 about creag @ home for their fishes before bringing their fish home.
343 Sinc®0i are domesticated water animals, they are not threatened by extinction. The population of koi
358 in the world is thcreasing steadily as the demand for these beautiful colored fishes grows. Humans have
376 destroyed some koi that have been released into the wild, because they pollute the water around them, making
393 it undrinkable for livestock. However, large amounts of money have been spent to try to destroy these wild
410 populations of koi, and those operations have been largely unsuccessful.
422
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“The Hawk” Reading Fluency #10

The hawk is a large, powerful bird. One

8 | type of hawk is the red-tailed hawk. These birds ~ talons
17 | are mostly brown in color. Their feathers have two falconry
26 | different colors: light and dark brown. Red-tailed  squirrels
33 | hawks are known for their bright red tails. They
42 | are slightly larger than common house cats. Their &
50 |claws are called talons. They are very sharp. O
58 Red-tailed hawks fly all over the world. I\/@of them live
70 | in North and South America. These hawks |ike to live in many
82 | different places. Some live in forests and fields. They live
94 | in deserts and cities, too. Red-tailed ha re often seen on
106 | telephone poles. Where there are tre@@?ere are also red-tailed
107 | hawks. X%
115 These hawks are birds of prey. eans that they usually hunt for food
128 | while flying. They do not have thre s a day. They mostly feed on small
143 | animals. They like rabbits, snake$ts. But, they also eat fish and other
157 | birds. When hunting, they fly hj the air and look down. As soon as they
173 | see food, they swoop down qes and grab it with their talons.
186 Red-tailed hawks ca babies when they are two years old. They
198 | have partners that they ith for many years. When a partner dies, the
212 | hawk will seek a new awks remain in the same nest for many years.
227 | Each spring, femal led hawks lay one to three eggs. They protect these
240 | eggs from owls her birds.
246 Humans have ed red-tailed hawks in falconry—the sport of using birds to hunt game. Hunters
263 have trained these h \@track down game such as squirrels, rabbits, and ducks. And, they have even been
282 traineq to work v@ in hunting. When a hawk catches its prey, the trainer will then locate the bird and
303 trade its catch ce of ready-to-eat meat. There are very few falconers today. It can be a very dangerous
ggg sport In ed States alone, there are about one million red-tailed hawks. Animal rights activists state
341 that the nu of hawks has decreased due to deforestation—the cutting down of forests. However, as more
359 national parks®ave opened, the hawk population has risen greatly. Red-tailed hawks are not main targets of
376 bird-hunters, even though the hawks have been known to hunt small farm animals.
389
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“The Ermine” Reading Fluency #11

The ermine is also called the short-tailed

7 | weasel. Ermines weigh less than one pound. In the ermine
16 | summer, their coats are brown. Their stomachs are stomachs
24 | white. But, when it turns cold, their coats turn carnivores
33 | white. Ermines have long necks and bodies, but ity
41 |short legs. Their heads are shaped like triangles &f,k
49 | with two pink ears.
53 Ermines live in Canada, Alaska, Europe, a@)
60 | Asia. They like to live in cold places. Erminggfind rocks to live by.
74 | They make lots of homes in between the r, Jn fall, ermines shed
87 | their brown coats. Their white coats Iet’t'b\ match the snow in the
100 | winter. If they cannot be seen, they c&@m be eaten!
110 Ermines are carnivores. Mostly, the@ rabbits. With their sharp teeth,
121 | they are able to catch prey much bigg&en themselves. But, they also like to
136 | eat rodents and small insects. Durin@‘n ertime, ermines will use their sharp
149 | claws to dig under snow. Under t@ w, they can often find food to eat. They
164 | also use their claws for buryin ood.
173 Male ermines become at one year of age. Females become adults
185 | much faster, at only two s of age. Females have ten to thirteen babies
199 | every year. Baby ermi h only about as much as a coin! At eight weeks
214 | of age, the mother tea em how to hunt. After that, females leave their
228 | mothers. Males stay, eir mothers until the next spring. Males never help
241 | raise any of the -'Ermines live for about four to seven years. They live,
256 | eat, and hunt omq own. However, they sometimes communicate with each
268 | other throug% ts. Ermines have an excellent sense of smell.
278 In coloniaMgistory, ermines were once used as furs for coats. The Kings and Queens of England often
296 wore ermine ofi t#eir tobes. The ermine was known as a symbol of purity in Europe, because of its bright
316 white color ae fur was only harvested in the winter, when the ermine was totally white and had shed its
336 brown coa ) summer. Even today, in some areas of Japan, the ermine is considered a symbol of good luck,
355 because of itS€giendly appearance.
361 Today, ermine fur is still popular. In some countries, an ermine coat is just as prized as is a mink coat.
381 Ermines are not close to extinction. The Endangered Species List rates them as “not a concern.” In fact, they
400 spread quite quickly and ermines are even overpopulated in parts of Europe.
413
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“The Armadillo” Reading Fluency #12

14
21
28
35
42
52
62
74
88

98

104
115
129
144
159
175
186
198
210
223
236
252

262
269
288
306
328
341
355
370
387
405
417

Armadillos are made to dig. They

have short, strong legs. These legs are good armadillos
for finding food. Most armadillos have bony pregnant
plates on their tails. Armadillos also have unfortunately
shells on their backs. They are mostly p late
brown, and they have short pointy ears. @l

Armadillos are about the same length as co@on house cats.
Armadillos live all over America. They mostly@ near rivers or
lakes. They like to dig holes for their homesaQrimadillos often stay
in the shade under trees. But, they also li y under the homes
of people. Some armadillos will make fh{ home underneath your

house or in your backyard.

Armadillos are omnivores, sinceyt eat some dead birds. However,
they mostly eat plants and bugs, inste sC){meat. Their diet consists mainly of
ants, beetles, and worms. They do ve very sharp teeth, so most of what
they eat must be very easy to chew. adillos do have sharp claws, and they
dig for bugs. Also, they use the s to tear apart rotten wood to search for
ants. Armadillos can eat up t 0 ants in one meal!

Female armadillos giy/&birth to their babies in nests. These nests are
usually dug into the gr r protection. Once per year, female armadillos
get pregnant and lay | egg. From this egg hatches four baby
armadillos. All the ok the same. These armadillos will usually live to
be ten to fifteen y Id. Most of the time, armadillos like to live by
themselves. So es they will meet to find food. Armadillos call

ith grunting noises.

Armadi to swim, and they are quite talented at it. They usually use their arms and legs to
dog paddle th lakes or streams. Armadillos can also go underwater, if they want. They can hold their
breath for fg minutes at a time. And, because their heavy shell makes it hard for them to float, they
breathe ai heir bodies to stay afloat, just like inflating a raft.

Unt8&unately, most species of armadillos are endangered. Only one species seems to be increasing
in number—the nine-banded armadillo. Many armadillos are dying off because of people. As people populate
more and more land, armadillos are losing their natural habitats. Also, the pets that people bring with them to
live in the armadillo habitats present problems. Sometimes dogs have been known to kill these interesting
creatures. Still, there are many nine-banded armadillos left in the world.
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“The Orca” Reading Fluency #13

17
25
34
45
53
67
79
92
104

116
127
140
155
169
181
194
207
220
232
246
260
273
285

299
306
320
335
352
362
377
393
407

The orca is also called the killer whale.
An orca is a black and white dolphin. Orcas octopuses
have white chests and sides. They also have throughout
white spots above their eyes. The rest of the commercial

body is black. Each orca has a large fin on its trainability
back. Orcas are very large. One killer whale $

can be as long as two cars! Their great size make very strong.

Killer whales can be found all over the WO@ n fact, killer
whales live in all five oceans. They also livesdq some seas. Orcas like
cold water more than warm water. They en been known to
swim under ice! Each season, orcas szr\ different places. But,
every year, they come back to the sam@{aces during summer.

Orcas are known as the “wolves @f ¢a.” They are called wolves,
because they hunt in packs. A killer w s diet is mainly made up of large
salmon. But, orcas have been knoviwffo'gat other water animals too. Some of
their prey includes tuna, sharks, oct®plises, and reptiles. Rarely, orcas will eat
mammals. They have also bee 6' Wn to eat seals, sea lions, and other whales.
Some have even been seen eatiffgglue whales, which are the largest animals
on earth. Orcas eat up to 5QU%pounds of food each day!

At fifteen years 0 emale orcas become adults. Mothers have a
single baby, called a ¢ ce every five years. Nearly half of all newborn
calves die before tu e year old. Orcas live in large groups called pods.
These groups eacxv their own language, which is different than that of

ch sounds like loud screaming. Killer whales hunt with
are food with each other. Pods of orcas have been known to

other during hunting.
history, commercial whaling—the business of killing whales for food, blubber, and oil-has
s whaling has reduced the orca population significantly. Additionally, orcas have been shot
by some governments, because orcas are such good hunters that they compete with
commercial fiSkermen and reduce the supply of fish to catch.

The intelligence, trainability, and beauty of orcas have made them popular attractions at many zoos
and wildlife exhibits. Orcas are not listed as endangered or threatened, although, numbers have declined in
some parts of the world. The orca population especially thrives in the Antarctic ocean.

their groups
travel with
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“The Anteater” Reading Fluency #14

13
23
31
38
45
52
65
75
86
99
113

127
130
143
155
169
185
197
212
223
234
248
263
275

288
295
313
331
344
364
381
388

The anteater is a strange looking
animal. A giant anteater’s body is very variety
long. It is about as long as a person’s body. autumn
Giant anteaters have long, rough hair and a eventually

dark, bushy tail. Some giant anteaters are v rable
brown, while others are gray. All giant .(l?

anteaters have a black stripe. They also
have a very long tongue, which they use to cat ugs to eat.

Giant anteaters live in grasslands and r arests They are
mostly from South America. They also li orth America, too.
They find their food in wet forest areas: &/ spend the whole day
searching for food. They make thelr In a hole at the bottom of
a tree or in a hollow log. Giant am@ can live near people or

away from them.

Searching on the ground or i \@ giant anteaters find and eat a variety
of insects. Their favorite foods ar% and termites. Giant anteaters can eat
thousands of insects in just a f utes! These anteaters can smell their food
from far away. Since they d ve any teeth, they use rocks in their mouths
to break down their food. (ight anteaters have sticky tongues that allow them
to pick up many insectsgn e. They do not destroy the insects’ habitat so that
they can come back a other time.

In the autumn ) giant anteaters find mates. After about six months,
baby anteaters a . Giant anteaters only have one baby at a time. For the
first year of theg s, baby giant anteaters will ride on their mothers’ backs.
Then, after onths, baby anteaters will start leaving their mothers for
short trips tually, after about two years, they will leave their mothers and
live on

eaters are active in the day while sleeping at night, but others are just the opposite. They are
they will wake up at the slightest sound around them. They protect themselves from
predators with their powerful claws. One of their worst predators is the jaguar.

Humans are by far the biggest threat to the wild giant anteater population. As humans continue to
expand their habitat by destroying forests and constructing buildings, the giant anteater population decreases.
They are considered vulnerable to extinction.
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“The Elephant” Reading Fluency #15

Elephants are the biggest land animals.

6 | They have huge trunks. They use these to researchers
14 | eat and drink. Under an elephant’s trunk are compassion
22 | tusks. Tusks look like big, white bananas. Hannibal
29 | They help elephants dig and fight. An illggally
36 | elephant’s skin is mostly gray or brown.
43 | They have large floppy ears on the sides of their ifeags.
54 Elephants live in Africa and Asia. African@gp ants have large
64 | ears, while Indian elephants have smaller egga, EBlephants live in
74 | places with a lot of grasses, trees, and shryS=4hey also live by
87 | ponds and lakes. Sometimes they walkf Iles to find food and
98 | water. Many elephants live in zoos t out the world.
108 Elephants are herbivores. They spe out sixteen hours every day
118 | finding food! Most of their diet is maﬁof grasses. Other foods include
132 | leaves, bamboo, twigs, and fruit. Th@/ n eat flowers. Elephants use their
144 | trunks to pull food from trees or froMgthe ground. They can eat up to 300
160 | pounds of food in just one day! A€y usually drink water once or twice a day,
176 | but some elephants will eve ee days before taking a drink.
188 Elephant family groupd'are made up of females and their babies. The
200 | babies are called calves..‘s.‘a amily groups are called herds and can be as
214 | small as three or four rge as twenty-five. Females without babies
227 | usually follow mot ants and help them. This prepares the females to be
238 | good mothers. Y ales leave the herd between ages ten and thirteen.
252 | Older females i erd protect young calves from other animals.
263 Elephants e of the most intelligent land animals. In fact, they have the largest brains of any
281 living animal in t@d, even whales. According to researchers, elephants are able to express human-like
297 feelings, such assion and grief. Elephants are very similar to humans. They are the only animals
314 known to havegfcgfemony when a fellow elephant dies. When an elephant is hurt, others will band together to
334 help it. El S also have excellent memories and they have even been known to use plants to heal
352 themselves.
353 Since tffe beginning of time, elephants have been threatened by humans. Alexander the Great and
368 Hannibal used them in war to defeat their enemies. In recent years, elephants have been illegally hunted for
386 their ivory tusks. The elephant population is officially endangered. There are only about half of a million left
404 in the world today.
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“The Iguana” Reading Fluency #16

Iguanas are types of lizards. They are

7 | about five feet long with their tails. These iguanas
15 | animals are green or grayish-green. Their burrows
21 | skinis rough. They have plenty of bumps exotic
29 | on their backs. Green iguanas have long altegether
36 | fingers and claws to help them climb. These
44 | animals look heavy, but they are not. They are qt® st.
56 | Their teeth are sharp and strong.
61 These iguanas are mainly from South Amesica. But, they also
71 | can be found in Mexico and Florida. The ly live near water,
83 |and they often climb in trees. They can’fe\ rom the top of a very tall
98 | tree and land without being hurt. Gre'oQ'guanas use their claws to
110 | hook onto trees. . Q
114 Green iguanas are mainly herbiv hey feed on flowers, leaves, and
125 | fruits. The plum is one of the favo ds of the green iguana. Although
139 | green iguanas mainly eat plants, so have been seen eating mice, dead
152 | fish, and insects. Some wild gr anas have even been known to eat bird
166 | eggs. Baby iguanas have a di t diet than full-grown iguanas.
176 Iguanas usually pref Ive alone. However, they can be found living in
188 | groups in sunny areas. § guanas lay about fifty eggs at a time. They lay
203 | all their eggs in a holediaeY#dig in the ground called a burrow. Sometimes, they
219 | dig more burrows t use to trick animals that may want to eat their
232 | eggs. After a femtalenigtiana lays her eggs, she never returns to the hole. The
247 | eggs hatch by th€mgelves, and the babies will grow up without parents. Only
261 | about five igyemas survive each batch of eggs.
272 Many peop¥gin the United States and Mexico want to have iguanas for pets, but iguanas are difficult to
290 keep and care @" he_se animals are considere(_i to be {axotic pets, because they_are unusual and require special
309 treatment. Beggte€ of increasing demand, hunting for iguanas can be very profitable, though some states
324 prohibit id % unting altogether. Now, more and more iguanas are being raised on iguana farms to sell as
gﬁ pets In South America, some people have other uses for iguanas. These people, mostly living in remote
360 rainforest locations, actually eat green iguanas. Those that eat these lizards refer to iguanas as “bamboo
376 chickens” or “chickens of the trees.” However, iguanas are not part of the normal diet in most South American
394 households. The overall green iguana population is healthy and in balance.
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“The Otter” Reading Fluency #17

The otter lives on land and in fresh or

9 saltwater. Otters have long, slim bodies. pregnancy
16 | Their arms and legs are very short. Most scent
24 | otters have sharp claws on their feet. Their rehabilitated
32 |tails are strong and long. They have two d uction
40 | layers of fur. The top layer is hard and thick. (‘ $
50 | Under that is a softer, thinner layer. This fur keefs Gtters warm, even
63 | in cold water. Otters have a lot of hair, making@hgir fur very dense.
77 There are thirteen different types of o 4n the world. They
88 | live almost everywhere. Otters live by rivegs=Cpeeks, seas, and
98 | oceans. Some even live in swamps! Fré ater otters spend most of
110 | their time on land. They use small hO¥s"# trees or rocks for homes.
124 | But, sea otters do not go on land ve\@wuch. Sea otters use plants to
139 | sleep on when they are in the w
147 Otters eat mostly fish. How ey also eat lobsters, clams, shrimp,
158 | and mice. Some otters have beco%xperts at opening clams and shellfish.
170 | Rarely, otters will eat small la Imals or birds. Otters are very active
183 | hunters. The normal otter wij for about three to four hours a day.
197 | Nursing mothers will hun eight hours a day! Many otters will catch their
212 | food using their teeth, e use their claws.
221 Most otters star, ng babies at about five years of age. But, otters in
235 | Africa can start hawi ies at just one year old! Most otters are pregnant for
250 |about two montﬁ’\ ept sea otters. For sea otters, pregnancy lasts about six
263 | months. Ottersfia%e babies each year. Otters ferociously defend their babies
274 | against any . Female otters feed their babies for about six months
289 | before th s begin to hunt for themselves.
294 Ot heir mouths to produce sounds and communicate with each other. Giant otters are the
303 loudest o species. Researchers have identified a wide variety of otter calls. Otters also communicate
327 by scent.@ébottom of their tails, they have openings that send out their scent.
343 Although there are still many otters, they are generally considered as vulnerable to extinction. Many
358 z00o parks have rescued and rehabilitated otters, especially sea otters. Efforts to reintroduce otters into the wild
375 in Alaska, Washington, and California have been very successful. Still, the otter population remains
389 threatened by fish shortages, human destruction of habitat, and water pollution.
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“The Umbrella Bird” Reading Fluency #18

The umbrella bird does not carry an

7 umbrella. It does live in the rainforests. This umbrella

15 | bird gets its name from its head feathers. These  wattle

24 | feathers face forward and cover its face like an  noisiest

33 | umbrella. Umbrella birds are about twelve to digvnishing
40 | eighteen inches long. &

43 They also have a long piece of skin called

52 | a wattle that hangs down from their necks. Turl@ ave wattles like
64 |these. But, umbrella birds have even bigger gRess Some of these

75 | wattles are as long as the birds. It’s amazi % the birds do not
89 | lose their balance when standing on treé ches. The wattles help

100 | them chirp very loudly. In fact, umbr Irds are some of the

112 | noisiest birds in the rainforests. « @

117 Most umbrella birds live in Cenﬁbh\merlca and in the northern areas of
129 | South America. They stay in the m ns when they are having babies. They
142 | live in the tropical rainforest Iowl e rest of the time. They make their
156 | homes in the tallest trees. ThIS re most of the sunlight is found.

171 Umbrella birds are om , SO they eat both meat and plants.

182 | Umbrella birds move up a n the trees of the rainforest looking for prey.
196 | Once they find an anim rge insect, they grab it with their beaks. Then,
211 | they knock it out by sl fhg it against a tree branch. Finally, they eat it.

226 | Umbrella birds will s, lizards, and small rodents. They also like to eat

240 | fruit. >

241 Males look for, X mates in an interesting way. They sit up in a tree all day long. While they sit,
261 they use their wattle @e a loud sound. It sounds like someone banging on a big metal trash can. The
283 females can hear @u d throughout the forest. If they are looking for a mate, they can follow the sound to
304 where the male ifting. Then, the female picks which male it likes best.

318 Umbr@ds are in danger of extinction because their habitat is rapidly diminishing. Forests are
333 being quic ed out in Central America and in northern South America to plant crops or graze livestock.
351 The action%eople take to expand farmland or get more grazing land affect other animals and their

369 habitats. It wouM certainly be a shame to lose these interesting umbrella birds.
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“The Bear” Reading Fluency #19

Bears are some of the most powerful

7 | wild animals. Different bears have different mammals
13 | colors of fur. Brown bears can have brown, organized
21 | blonde, and black fur. Their tails are about occasionally
29 |as long as their heads. Bears are very strong. oduced
38 | Some bears are big, and some are small. &
46 | Male bears are bigger than females.
52 There are few brown bears left in the wo hey mainly live
64 |in Russia and in the United States. Brown s»used to live all over,
78 | but they were killed where humans settle n bears like to live
90 |in the open country where there are mouqains. Others like to live in
103 | forests. Bears build dens in which to . Dens are large holes that
116 | bears dig under trees or sometimes @1 sides of hills.
127 Brown bears are omnivores. Th \ent a variety of different plants and
139 | meats. They mainly like to eat leav®&_b¥rries, roots, fungi, and sprouts. But
152 | they also eat fish, insects, and small"ammals like raccoons. Brown bears in
165 | Yellowstone have been known up to 40,000 moths in one day!
178 | Occasionally, these bears wi eer or moose. They have been known to
191 | break into cars and homes t food as well.
201 Over the summe s, brown bears look for other brown bears for
213 | mates. They remain same mates from several days to a few weeks.
227 | Males compete wit ales for their partners. Each year, females have
239 | about one to foufRaies, called cubs. Cubs are born blind, without teeth, and
253 | without hair. T main with their mothers for two to four years and learn
267 | how to hunt, #i nd defend themselves.
274 The Cglif®gnia State Flag features a large type of brown bear called a grizzly. Although, since the
291 early 1900s, g bears have been extinct in California. Grizzly bears were wiped out by organized
307 hunting, s and paid for by the California state government, because these bears were such a threat to
325 humans al stock. The grizzly habitat did not mix well with the human habitat.
339 Whil&ghe brown bear is not a main concern on the endangered species list, some sub-species of the
357 brown bear are threatened. Specifically, the grizzly bear is facing endangerment. Some organizations want to
372 reintroduce the bears to their previous habitats in the Western United States. One of the largest grizzly reserves
389 in the world is Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming.
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“The Camel” Reading Fluency #20

The camel is a special animal. Camels

7 | live in some of the driest places on earth. Gobi
16 | Camels have very long necks and large military
23 | nostrils. They are most famous for their mid-nineteenth
30 | humps on their backs. Most camels have Bacflian
37 | just one hump, but some have two. They
45 | have long, skinny legs and very large feet.
53 Camels live in the hottest places on earth I lose with one
64 | hump mostly live in the deserts of Africa, ia, and Australia.
75 | Another type of camel with two humps li in the Gobi Desert
87 | of Asia. Most camels are cared for by owners. People ride
99 | their camels on the hot desert sand. Iso use camels to carry
112 | things for them. Some people thi G@ camels are mean and kick
124 | and spit. This is not true. Camel ery helpful and smart.
137 Camels can last an entire w thout eating food or drinking water!
149 | Camel owners will feed them gra ains, wheat, and oats. The camels slowly
161 | digest their food. They spit it ug chew it again. Although many people
175 | think that camels store wate (l8ir humps, this is not true. The humps are
189 | made of fatty tissue and thd s help camels last longer between meals.
204 These animals geMgra#y live for about thirty to forty years. When
215 | females are about fiv S of age, they are ready to have babies. Females are
229 | pregnant for about months before having their babies. They usually
240 | have one baby, bl have twins.
248 Throughoutllist®gy, camels have been used in warfare because camels can walk lengthy distances
262 without growing ti e first recorded use of camels in battle was in 547 B.C. when Cyrus the Great of
282 Persia rode came%battle. But, camels were not only used in the military during the ancient times. In the
302 mid-nineteentm , the United States rode camels to patrol the California-Mexico border. And, recently
316 United Nati ekeeping troops in Africa have been using camels for transportation.
328 the world’s camels currently are domesticated. However, there are about 900 Bactrian
342 (Asian) cam@gleft in the wild. They live in China and Mongolia where they are threatened by illegal mining,
361 wolves, and hunting. Many efforts to help increase the population of wild Asian camels have been made, but
379 they have met little success.
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“The Dog” Reading Fluency #21

Dogs are kept as pets everywhere in the

8 | world. They are known as “man’s best friends.” poisonous
16 | Dogs have different sizes, shapes, and colors. Big championships
24 | dogs can be as big as wolves. Small dogs can be  agility
35 |as small as house cats. Most dogs have a tail. olistacle
45 | Some tails are long and straight, while others are ered
54 | curly, short, or twisted.
58 Different kinds of dogs have different
64 | abilities. Humans have used dogs to help reseyes
72 | people. Dogs also help the police. Dogs e p to guide the blind.
85 | They can hunt, herd, and guard. Dogs Ha&wvery good hearing. They
97 | can hear four times as far as people eywcan also smell better than
111 | most animals, too. Dogs are very 59 and helpful to people.
122 Unlike most carnivores, dogs dc}&s‘[ eat meat. Besides meat, they eat
134 | vegetables, grains, eggs, and even ome human food, however, is very
146 | dangerous to dogs. Chocolate, onj@ rapes, raisins, and some nuts can hurt
158 | dogs. Some plants and flowers an be dangerous to dogs. Dog owners
171 | must be very careful not to f@@ir dogs anything that may be poisonous to
186 | their digestive systems.
189 Dogs have been f I@ in contests and in entertainment. Every year,
200 | thousands of dogs co n dog agility championships. Hard-working dogs
210 | and their trainers pr, r months on obstacle courses. Also, dogs compete
222 | in “dog shows.” wners have their dogs judged on beauty, grooming, and
235 | performance i s challenges. Some dogs, such as Lassie, have been the
247 | stars of televigigidshows and movies.
253 In the States and some countries, there is a dog overpopulation problem. There are over 73
270 million dogs i@)nited States alone. That is almost one dog for every four people! Adult dogs should be
290 spayed or to avoid having unwanted puppies. Lovable dogs can be adopted from many animal
306 shelters a@ost
310 Most O§the world’s dogs are owned by humans as pets, but there are still some wild packs of dogs in
331 Africa and Asia. Some wild species of dogs, like the African Wild Dog, face some challenges as humans
349 continue to spread into their habitat.
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“The Fox” Reading Fluency #22

There are over twenty types of foxes in the

9 | wild. Red foxes are one type of fox. They have territories
19 |black ears and feet. Their tails are bushy and white multiple
29 | at the tip. Some red foxes are not red, but most of  significant
41 |them are. Red foxes can see, smell, and hear better systems
51 | than humans. Even though they have short legs, 60
59 | they can run very fast. In winter, red foxes grow O
69 |extra fur to help keep them warm.
76 Red foxes are found in many different plgces.
84 | They can be found in North America, EurggeyAustralia, and Asia.
95 | They mostly live in open grassy areas. oxes try to hide from
108 | humans as much as they can. Some rEbees live in forests.
120 | Wherever they live, red foxes each IG@ their own territories. There,
131 | they can raise their families and homes for their babies.
142 Foxes are omnivores. Their d ges from small mammals to birds and
153 | fruit. Red foxes’ favorite foods m{ r?ents. They like to eat small mice and
167 | rats. Once they find their prey, ard for their prey to escape. Red foxes are
183 | too fast for most of their victj metimes, red foxes will even eat leftover
197 | food from humans like or r banana peels. Red foxes hunt alone. Once
210 | they find food, they do re it.
220 Female red foxe have about five to six babies. The babies are called
233 | cubs. Cubs are bor he red foxes make special homes for their babies
247 | called dens. Red" elp their cubs along for the first five weeks of their
262 | lives. After the%& are five weeks old, they leave their dens.
275 Unlike wo foxes do not form packs. They mainly stay to themselves. Sometimes, territories
290 that are next to ea’@er may overlap, but red foxes often fight each other over their territories. Each territory
309 has only one nfalg IS mate (or sometimes mates), and their cubs. Throughout their territory, red fox families
327 build multiplgdeaé’ Often, they will take over other animals’ dens. The same dens are used by each generation
346 of foxes. & m xes stay in their home territories for life.
358 The Mgst significant predators of foxes are humans, coyotes, and wolves. Humans Kill red foxes for
374 their furs. Red foxes are important to the ecosystems in their habitats, because they control the rodent and
392 rabbit populations. Although the red fox population may soon decrease due to overhunting in their habitats, as
408 of now red foxes are not in danger of extinction.
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“The Goose” Reading Fluency #23

The goose is a medium to large bird.

8 The plural of goose is geese. There are Canadian
16 | many kinds of geese in the world. One kind especially
25 | is the Canadian goose. Canadian geese are migratory
32 | beautiful birds. They have a gray body communities
39 | with a white chest and chin. Their heads &
47 | and necks are black.
51 Canadian geese like to live close to Water.&times they
61 | move from one place to another. When they decte€ to move, they fly
74 | together. They fly in a VV-shape called a wed@e¥On long flights, the
87 | birds change places. They do this becaus 5irds in front get tired
100 | from flying into the wind. It’s easier t the rear of the wedge.
115 | When they fly, the geese like to hqn dly.
124 Canadian geese eat a lot of grass\ they eat, they grab the grass in
139 | their bills and then jerk their heads @ ut the grass. Geese will eat most
155 | any plant that grows near water, ev weed! The geese also eat wheat, rice,
169 | and corn. Of course, this means rmers usually don’t like Canadian geese
182 | to visit often.
185 When geese are two year , they look for mates. The partners usually
198 | stay together all their live female lays about six eggs at a time. Both the
214 | mother and the father e nest. Lots of animals like to eat their eggs, so
230 | they have to watch th carefully. The female has to be especially careful,
244 | because she Iosegs@&o er feathers before the eggs are hatched, so she
258 | can’t fly. \
260 These geese %erally migratory. This means that they lay eggs and hatch their chicks in cold
277 climates, but fly so armer areas to spend the winter. However, for reasons that scientists don’t fully
295 understand, man adian geese are now remaining in the warmer climates all year long. This has created
312 problems for sy gemmunities because these geese have permanently settled anywhere where there is water.
327 Golf coursegmmg™@using developments with small lakes now have the geese as unwanted guests. These geese
344 can be veryqgespy and because they aggressively defend their territories, they can injure people who come too
362 close
363 They used to live only in North America. Now they are in Europe, too. Their numbers are growing
381 due to the fact that many of their natural predators, such as the bald eagle, red fox, and gray wolf are
402 declining. When the balance of animals changes in nature, some animal populations can grow larger than their
419 habitats will allow. This seems to be the case with the overpopulation of Canadian geese in some areas.
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“The Horse” Reading Fluency #24

Horses are some of the most important

7 | animals. At the bottom of their four long legs, hooves
16 |they have hooves. Hooves are like human nails, designed
24 | but stronger and thicker. Horses have long exception
31 |necks and long heads. Their necks have special  pyewious
39 | hair called a mane. Their eyes are big, so they @‘
49 | can see all around them. Horses come in many di nt colors.
60 People ride horses. They ride them to worl@ cattle ranches.
71 | They race them at racetracks. They also rides#hesn for fun. Farmers
83 | use them to work on farms. Better fed hor, ve their owners best.
95 | Horse owners feed their horses freshly ay. Some owners feed
106 | their horses grains such as corn and “Riding or working horses
118 | drink a lot of water. They need cleaifmater at all times.
131 Wild horses, also called mustan e in the Western United States,
142 | Western Canada, and parts of Southé: ina. Most wild horses live on wide,
155 | open grasslands and eat grass, fl , and other plants. Other wild horses live
167 | in forests. In the winter, when s not available, they will eat the bark off
183 | trees.
185 Female horses are p@s} for almost a full year. Usually, they have
197 | only one baby, called am t a time. Horses reach full growth at about four
213 | to five years of age. | ild, horses live in groups, under the control of one
229 | head male and one ale.
236 Wild horses ar ed'to live in rough habitats. They usually have shorter backs, fuller manes, and
253 lower set tails than hor, ised on farms. The average horse lives for about twenty years in the wild. Since
273 wolves have been eli@i in most areas where wild horses live, wild horses face few predators. Mountain
290 lions are the exce
294 In 1978, a%ederal law in the United States required that lands be improved to allow the wild horse
313 population to e. Since then, the wild horse population has seen a steady increase of about 15-20% more
331 than the prexig mbers. In addition, since the 1970s, over 175,000 wild horses have been tamed and
347 adopted by§peoPle. At this time, the wild horses in the United States and Southern China face no threat of
367 extinction. Se beautiful animals continue to thrive on the farm, on ranches, in riding stables, and now in the
385 | wild.
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“The Jackrabbit” Reading Fluency #25

The jackrabbit is not really a rabbit. It is

9 a hare. Jackrabbits don’t make good pets. They coyotes
17 | are wild animals. Rabbits make very good pets. vegetable
25 | Both do look alike. Usually, jackrabbits are a tortoise
33 | little larger than rabbits. Jackrabbits are famous Ae
40 | for their large, floppy ears. They can be brown Ii&ure
49 | or white with some black color. They are O
57 | covered in fur. $)
60 Jackrabbits can move very quickly. Thexrun very fast. They
70 | can run up to 45 miles per hour. They alsg ery high and far.
85 | Their speed and leaping help jackrabbi away from danger
95 | sometimes. Foxes, coyotes, owls, sna‘k@hawks, and people like to
105 | hunt them. They can be a very tasty er.
114 Jackrabbits live most everywheréNgshe world. They make their homes
125 | above ground in simple nests. Rabee underground in tunnels called
136 | burrows. Jackrabbits don’t build ngstgTor their babies, but rabbits do
147 | build nests. Jackrabbit babies ar with complete fur and with their eyes
160 | open, while rabbit babies hav, r and their eyes are closed.
172 Jackrabbits are herbi . This means that they only eat plants. They
183 | especially enjoy lettuce er vegetables. Jackrabbits can be unwelcome
193 | visitors to a vegetable because they eat so much. Farmers keep dogs
206 | and cats to scare aw ckrabbits. Jackrabbits are most active at night.
219 | They look for fod&\r en it’s dark. During the day, they rest in shady, grassy
234 | areas. They kee long ears flat against their backs and they crouch low to
249 | the ground to being seen.
255 Many cu have interesting stories and myths about jackrabbits. In some African cultures,
268 jackrabbits are 'ered to be tricksters. This means that people think that these hares are smart trouble-
285 makers that )ey&%egecial powers. Some Africans believe that jackrabbits are bad luck. Americans believe that
300 a rabbit’s % igood luck. From the Arabian culture, The Tortoise and the Hare is one of Aesop’s most
313 famous fables:
332 In Eastern cultures, jackrabbits play a huge role in literature and myths. The hare is a key animal in
341 the Chinese calendar. The “Year of the Rabbit” is actually the “Year of the Hare.” The Chinese also see the
361 imprint of the jackrabbit in the moon. The shadows of the seas on the moon surface do produce an image that
382 looks like a jackrabbit. The image certainly looks more like a jackrabbit than the “man in the moon.”
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“The Kangaroo” Reading Fluency #26

Kangaroos are one of few animals in the wild

9 | that jJump more than they run. Their ears are long European
19 |and pointed. But, kangaroos stand like humans. settlement
26 | And, they hop like frogs! Their coat is mostly irrigation
35 | brown with white on the bottom. Some even have ermination
44 | gray coats. They have long, powerful tails. smanian
51 | Kangaroos are famous for the pouches on their
59 | bellies. They carry their babies in these poucheo
67 In the wild, kangaroos are only found gq.one continent—
77 | Australia. Different types of kangaroos li fferent areas, but
87 | mostly they live in grasslands near watéi\ me live in forests and
99 | still others live right outside of the ci ecently, the kangaroo
110 | habitat has increased.
113 Like cows, kangaroos must eat’fha'h ood, spit it back up, and then eat it
128 | again before they can store it. Somaroos graze at night, while others
141 | graze during the middle of the day garoos mostly eat grass and leaves. If
155 | they can find green plants that dead, they do not need to drink water.
171 | Kangaroos have special teet re designed for eating grasses. After they
183 | wear out, their back teeth t and new teeth grow in their place.
197 Most kangaroos nly one baby, called a joey, at a time. The joey is
212 | warmed in its mother’ h and rides comfortably as she hops. At about nine
225 | months, the joey le mother’s pouch for short periods. It stays with its
238 | mother for a totat ighteen months before fully leaving her. Kangaroos
251 | move in group groups are made up of one male, several females, and
264 | their young. s can consist of hundreds of kangaroos.
275 When roos hop around, they use their powerful hind legs to push themselves off the ground.
291 Their upper lefis€lrg§ strong, too. In fact, there have even been boxing events between kangaroos and men. The
309 kangaroos in. Kangaroos are very fast and can reach speeds of up to forty miles per hour! Also, when
329 kangaroo oving slowly, they often use their tail as an extra leg to help move themselves along.
348 Befomg European settlement in Australia, kangaroos were endangered. But, as the Europeans prepared
361 lands for farming with added irrigation, the kangaroo population grew. Since the massive extermination of the
376 kangaroo’s main predator, the Tasmanian wolf, kangaroos have even overpopulated some areas.
389
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“The Lion” Reading Fluency #27

Lions are the second biggest cats in

7 | the wild. Mostly, lions are light brown. savannahs
14 | But, they also come in darker colors. Male buffaloes
22 | lions have very large manes. The mane is hyenas
30 | made up of many small dark hairs on the side le rds
40 | and back of the head. Lions are heavier than &
49 | two people put together, but as fast as cars over solf distances!
61 In Africa, lions can be found on the savar{pahns. These are the
73 | grassy areas with shady trees. Central and sgathern Africa have
83 | many savannahs. Lions also live in India. rse, they are very
95 | popular zoo animals. In America alone; #{8se are hundreds of lions in
107 | zoos. \q
108 In the wild, lions eat mainly Iarge Is. They like to eat zebras,
121 | buffaloes, and even elephants. Sometl ey eat smaller animals or reptiles
132 | as well. They even might attack live IQ_ (cows) in villages for food. Often,
145 | lions will steal food from hyenas an&Jl€opards, after those animals Kill their
158 | prey. Lions hunt in packs and tegic attacks to kill their food. All female
172 | lions hunt, but only some m s will hunt. If a male has a mate, he will not
189 | hunt. In the zoo, keepers gieNions beef and horse tails to eat.
204 Female lions us e birth every two years. When they give birth,
216 | they usually have abo to five babies, called cubs. Only one out of five
231 | cubs survives the f| ears of life. After two years of age, lions are taught
246 | to hunt. Lions i ge groups of females with few males. Groups, called
260 | prides, may ev W to forty lions.
268 When a ters a new pride, it is not uncommon for him to kill all the cubs in the pride that are
291 unable to run fro He Kills the cubs to ensure that all the future cubs in the pride will share his blood.
315 Although the has no natural predators, the main job of male lions is to protect the pride and its
336 territory. Both and females defend against outside lions that try to join their pride. In the wild, lions live
356 about fift rs
360 Li re vulnerable to extinction. Massive efforts to expand the habitat of lions and provide them
376 with sufficient Prey have been somewhat successful. Thousands of years ago, lions used to roam the lands in
394 North and South America, as well as in Europe and Asia. Scientists believe they died off in these areas due to
415 human territorial expansion and disease.
420
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“The Mouse” Reading Fluency #28

The mouse is a very small animal. A mouse

9 is one Kind of rodent. It is not a little rat. Two or  discoveries
21 | more are called mice. Mice are only about six character
30 |inches long. That includes a very long, thin tail.  hantavirus
39 | They are white, brown, or gray. Their whiskers resourceful
47 | are also long. They have pink, round ears. Most ('F
56 | mice run along the ground. Some can hop.
64 Mice can be found everywhere in the worl@
72 | They live in grassy fields or forests. They livagnemountain areas.
84 | They may also live in the walls of your ho apartment! Some
97 | live in science labs. There, they serve aS<4lijects for study. Mice
109 | have helped scientists make many im t discoveries.
116 Mice have babies year-round. Thegi age litter size is a dozen. Their
129 | babies are called pups. They are born Vﬁgeut hair and their eyes are closed.
143 | Although mice may live up to two w@ a science lab or as a pet, most mice
161 | live only about six months in the \% hey are favorite meals for cats, foxes,
176 | hawks, and snakes. Mice eat gra dent pellets, and of course they love
189 | cheese. The cartoon character, have always loved their cheese.
199 In the wild, mice can cal pests. They eat farmer’s crops and they can
214 | also spread diseases. S he diseases are very serious. Mice are carriers
227 | of the deadly hantavir it’s best to not handle wild mice.
239 At home, mice can be ul pets. They are intelligent and very clean. They like to play and are
258 fun to watch. Mice will gll 0 hold them and some will even do tricks. They live up to the
279 expression, “as quiet as a* .” To properly care for pet mice, you need a special cage or aquarium. They
299 sleep on a nest of shre od or clean paper.
309 Mice have \@been popular subjects of literature. Mice are usually featured as intelligent and
324 clever. They are idered to be very resourceful. This means that mice are seen to be good problem-
343 solvers and use sources to their benefit. They also have starred in animated movies and cartoons. Of
360 course, the mo@ous mouse would have to be Walt Disney’s “Mickey Mouse.” “Mickey Mouse” has
377 appeared irq ds of movies, cartoons, television shows, and stories.
386
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“The Newt” Reading Fluency #29

The newt looks like a cross between

7 |alizard and a frog. Newts are amphibians. amphibians
15 | They spend some of their lives in water salamander
23 | and some out of water. Newts are part of contributed
32 | the salamander family. They are dry and pegticides
39 | bumpy. Other salamanders are wet and
45 | smooth. Newts live mostly on land. Other salama@ty live in water.
56 | Newts have four legs. Other salamanders have j(p 0. Most
66 |salamanders are less than six inches long.
73 Newts are some of the oldest creatu arth They live most
84 | everywhere in the world. They like to I| shady areas under
97 | rocks, in hollow trees, or in holes tha dlg The holes are called
111 | burrows. Newts stay close to wates tﬁguse this is where they have
123 | their babies.
125 Newts hatch their babies fro \@ They lay their eggs on top of plants
139 | in streams, ponds, or lakes. The nabvothers fold the plants over the eggs to
154 | protect them. The mothers lay apodt twenty eggs, twice per year. The
166 | newborns are called tadpole Nike frogs, they look more like fish when
179 | they are born. They grow d their gills turn into lungs that breath air
194 | after they are born.
198 All newts are ¢ es, so they eat meat. They eat worms, snails, fish,
211 | crayfish, and mice. Ik their prey slowly and then pounce quickly.
223 | Sometimes newts wait until the prey walks close by them. Newts have long
236 | tongues that the@e to snatch their unsuspecting meals.
245 Newts hav, ial ability to avoid being eaten by predators. Their skin produces a poison that
262 animals have Iear@void. Native Americans in the Northwest used to harvest this poison from newts.
279 They tipped thefir ArgoWs with this poison to kill their enemies. The poison is deadly to humans, so you
298 probably shguld®esffaste test!
302 Ne @' pulations have declined throughout the world, due to destruction of their habitats. Water
316 pollution has &Qutributed greatly to the decline of the salamander population. The use of pesticides by farmers
333 has increased water pollution because they eventually wash into streams, lakes, and rivers. Some countries,
348 such as the United States and Great Britain, have passed laws to protect salamander habitats. It is even against
367 the law to own a salamander as a pet in Great Britain.
379
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“The Pig” Reading Fluency #30

The pig is also called a hog or a swine. Pigs

11 | have short legs and fat bodies. Their bodies have religions
20 | hair all over. Their heads are big and they have sausage
30 | noses called snouts. Pigs have sharp teeth. Two of auction
39 |the teeth are called tusks. Pigs have four toeson  agaressive
49 | each of their four feet. Pigs can be pink, brown, @{
59 | white, or black.
62 Pigs are found in all areas of the world. Pi@re omnivores,
74 | which means that they eat both animals and planés. Farm-raised pigs
85 | are well known for eating just about anythj ey will eat insects,
97 | worms, garbage, leaves, grass, fruit, and ers. Most pigs are
107 | raised by farmers for food. Pigs provld? , bacon, pork chops,
118 | and sausage. Pig meat is called pos @ e religions have rules
129 | against eating pork. Farmers also pigs for their tough skins,
140 | which are dried into leather. F Is are called “pig skins because
151 | many are made from pigs. Pi Is used to make hair brushes.
165 Female pigs are called s hey have a litter of between six and
178 | twelve babies. The babies argfC piglets. Many children and teenagers raise
190 | these piglets and “show™ t county fairs. The pigs are judged upon their
204 | beauty, grooming, size, eight. Young people earn medals or ribbons for
216 | winning pigs and can %ell their pigs to the highest bidders at auction.
230 Pigs can’t ¢o elves because they can’t sweat, so they roll in cool
243 | mud during hot r. The mud also protects them from flies and acts as a
258 | sunscreen. Wildeids are just as messy as farm pigs. Wild pigs can destroy
272 | farm crops a rdens. They also can be aggressive and have even attacked
285 | people.
286 Pig e of the smartest animals. Pot-bellied pigs have recently become very popular pets. They
302 can be wal e dogs, and they can even be trained to perform tricks. Pigs are used in medical research,
322 because man their organs closely resemble those of humans.
332 Pigs are important cultural characters in countries throughout the world. Pigs have long been favorite
347 subjects of literature and cartoons. “Porky the Pig” is one of the most popular animal television characters.
364 “Babe” has starred in movies by the same name. The pig is even one of the animals on the twelve-year
ggg Chinese cycle of animals. The “Year of the Pig” is part of their calendar.
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“The Quail” Reading Fluency #31

The quail is a bird that is part of the

10 | pheasant family. These birds all have six pheasant
17 | feathers on top of their heads. These feathers coveys
25 | look like a hat. Quail are mostly gray. They surrounding
34 | have black faces. They also have big bellies.
42 | The quail is the state bird of California.
50 Quail live in many parts of the world. In fac Il were
62 | brought into many countries. Most types of qua@i I§Ve in the same
74 | place all year. They walk more than they fly. Sogie quail, such as the
88 | quail in Japan, do fly to warmer places in ter. These quail fly
102 | long distances. .
104 Quail like stay in small flocks calle . They like to look
117 | for food with other quail. Quail mostly 8 s, but sometimes they will eat
131 | insects, berries, and leaves. The birds the ground like chickens to find
144 | their food. The quail also like to ta together. But, they use dirt, not
159 | water, to clean themselves. A grou ail picks a sunny place with soft dirt.
174 | The quail dig down 1-2 inches i dirt. They then flap their wings until
189 | the surrounding dirt and dust s rs them all. Then, they leave the hole and
203 | flap their wings until the dirtntsdlist come off.
213 Female quail lay m gs each year, but about a dozen at one time.
227 | The group of eggs is ca clutch. Families combine so that there is always
241 | at least one mother qu watch the baby chicks. They hide their nests under
256 | bushes or sometig because many other animals like to eat quail eggs.
269 | Quail warn each ith a variety of calls if there is danger to the clutch.
285 Animals are nly ones that like quail eggs. Many people prefer quail eggs instead of chicken
302 eggs. Some people joy pickled quail eggs. In fact, quail eggs are becoming more popular. Quail
319 farmers now rais ils for their eggs and their meat. Quail is served at some of the finest restaurants and
339 some of the be s prepare these birds in many different ways.
351 Qugs ng is also very popular. Hunters look for quail and when they find them, they “flush” the
369 birds into he quail fly up from the ground very fast, and then they re-settle somewhere else just as
389 fast. The huntewg must be ready to shoot and react quickly. Hunters must be good shots in order to get these
410 game birds. Some ranchers invite groups of hunters to hunt quail on their land. These ranchers encourage the
428 growth of the quail population on their land because the ranchers charge the hunters to hunt these game birds.
447 Because of the increasing popularity of the quail, the population is certainly growing in some areas. However,
464 the population is diminishing in expanding urban areas.
472
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“The Raccoon” Reading Fluency #32

A raccoon looks like a masked robber.

7 | Raccoons are mostly gray. But, around their scavengers
14 | eyes they have a black mask of fur. They are inactive
24 | medium-sized and furry. They have long, bushy  situations
31 | tails. Raccoons have short legs and soft paws.
39 | Their claws are very sharp. &
44 Raccoons live in North America and in Q
51 | Europe. They are mainly forest animals. They c@y trees with their
62 | sharp claws. Climbing helps them escape frgmsg ather animals. Other
72 | raccoons live close to people near towns. ns like to eat the
84 | same food as people. You might find oﬁ\ ing for food in a trash
98 | can or in a landfill. \Q
103 Instead of sleeping at night and hy n the daylight like most animals,
115 | raccoons sleep during the day and fin at night. Some raccoons are active
128 | in the day, but most are not. Racco omnivores, so they eat both plants
143 | and animals. They eat mostly insec gs, worms, birds, and lizards.
155 | Sometimes, raccoons can be fo ting on rocks in a stream, fishing with
167 | their claws. They are also sc rs. That means that they will eat the dead
180 | bodies of animals. 't .
186 Female raccoons '@Jally have two to five babies at a time. Babies,
199 | called kits, are born blj d deaf. The father has no part in raising the Kkits.
215 | After only six to ni s, male kits will leave their homes. By that time,
230 | they are ready to*fj eir own food and live by themselves. Most raccoons
244 | live only a few In the wild. Most of them end up dying by disease or
261 | sickness. Th ally don’t live long in the wild because of their diet.
274 In the wil@oons may be able to weigh up to sixty pounds! This is because they store up fat in their
295 bodies to kee uring the winter. In the winter months, they stay mostly inactive. Raccoons sleep a lot
314 when it is colg de. Although they sleep a lot, raccoons do not hibernate like some animals such as bears.
334 They remafa alfirt and can wake up quickly if predators come to attack.
348 RaccO®gs are not threatened or endangered. At different points in history, the raccoon population has
363 neared extinction due to hunting. Their thick fur is prized for coats and hats. But, the population has slowly
382 made a comeback in recent history. Still today, professional trappers catch raccoons for their fur. In most
399 places, it is illegal to keep raccoons as pets, although some people still keep them. They are dangerous to have
418 as pets, because they may act aggressively in some situations.
429
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“The Seagull” Reading Fluency #33

The seagull is one type of gull. A gull is

10 | just one kind of bird. There are over 1,000 protective
19 | kinds of birds in the world. The seagull is a colonies
29 | bird that we often see at the beach. Seagulls cigarette
38 | are medium to large birds. They are usually individual
46 | gray or white with some black color. They §\
54 | have curved yellow bills. They squawk and scree(@) dly. Seagulls
64 | are also very smart.
68 Seagulls are found throughout Canada the United States.
77 | They usually live in coastal areas. Some li nd near lakes and
89 | rivers. Seagulls can drink both fresh and«<sadtwater. They can fly long
101 | distances. Some gulls live on islands fﬂﬁom the coast. They travel
113 | many miles from their island home@ day. They visit beaches
124 | and coastal areas to get food. \
131 Mothers lay two to three egg ime. Seagulls are very protective of
145 | their babies. They take care of th up to six months after they are born,
161 | providing food and protection. §orje of the babies will remain close to their
174 | mothers even after they have ¥ up. Seagull families form expanded
185 | family units called colonieg birds in the colonies work together to protect
198 | their territories by attacliBwetedators as large groups. Some seagulls have
209 | been known to attack , but this is rare.
218 Seagulls are ¢ s, S0 they eat meat. They mostly eat fish,
229 | shellfish, and smd ents. However, seagulls will eat anything that people
240 | leave behind. T Il eat rotting meat and garbage at landfills. They will
253 | even eat Ie@(\ andy, cigarette butts, and french fries at the beach.
265 The be ir diet, the longer seagulls live. The average seagull lives 10 to 12 years. However,
282 some have bee n to live much longer. Their life spans also depend upon the type and number of
301 predators iQ gulls” habitats. Some individual gulls have been known to live over 25 years.
317 Be seagulls can live in many places, they have become problem pests in some areas. They
333 gather in farmifyg areas, in landfills, or even on school grounds, looking for food to eat. Their droppings are
352 smelly and hard to clean. Half of the birds that crash into airplanes are seagulls. Seagulls have been known to
372 crack airplane windows and cause much damage if they fly into the engines.
385
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“The Tiger” Reading Fluency #34

Tigers are the largest cats in the wild.

8 Most tigers have orange and brown coats. Vietnam
15 | Their stripes are black. Some very rare crocodiles
22 | tigers are mostly white. Males are longer challenge
29 |than females. Tiger teeth are sharp and very r roducing
37 |long. (‘ F
38 In the wild, tigers live mostly in forests.
46 | But, they also live in the jungle. In the forest o@gle, tigers can
60 | blend in with their stripes. Tigers must live paxtsto water. Unlike
72 | other cats, which avoid water, tigers seek j They are excellent
84 | swimmers and can swim up to four milé\ 1ld tigers can only be
97 | found in Asia. Most of them live in V§&iffam and India.
108 Different types of tigers hunt diffe imals, but all tigers are
119 | carnivores. Mostly, tigers eat medium animals. Common prey includes
128 | boars, pythons, leopards, crocodile onkeys. Tigers hunt alone. They
138 | stalk their prey before attacking rpowering it. Mostly, tigers kill their
150 | prey by strangling the prey wit i jaws. But, sometimes they will strike
163 | their prey with their paws. A ing their prey, tigers often carry their prey
177 | to other places. Tigers hav known to carry heavy livestock while
189 | running and jumping ox es or rocks!
196 Female tigers h by cubs after months of pregnancy. At eight weeks
208 | of age, baby cubs ar, to leave the den with their mother. The mother
223 | trains the cubs for, two and a half years. The father is not involved in this
240 | training. After tygaimg, female cubs find territory near their mothers, while
251 | males find a male’s territory to challenge and control.
260 Tigers b very well in zoos. Due to this, the tiger population in zoos may soon equal the entire
279 world’s populgftighgf wild tigers! An estimated 12,000 tigers are being kept as private pets. In Texas alone,
297 there are ansagiifaated 4,000 pet tigers! Only nineteen states have banned private ownership of tigers. Fifteen
314 states req @ icense to own one, and sixteen have no rules at all!
328 ayhunting, called poaching, has led to the decrease of the tiger population in the wild. An illegal
346 tiger fur trade has encouraged illegal hunting. Efforts to restore natural habitat to tigers have been successful in
363 India, China, and Russia. Projects involving reintroducing tigers into the wild have been largely unsuccessful
379 in India.
381
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“The Vulture” Reading Fluency #35

The vulture is not the most beautiful

7 | bird. But, other vultures like the way they Antarctica
15 | look. They are largely black or brown birds corpses
23 | with white under their wings. Their heads chemicals
30 | and necks have no feathers. Their powerful cer@monies
37 | beaks are curved. Vulture wings are huge. s&
44 These birds are found on every continent, e t for Antarctica
54 | and Australia. Vultures are scavengers. That me@’ that they eat the
65 | dead bodies of animals. Dead bodies are callggicerpses. Vultures in
76 | Africa, Asia, and Europe look for corpses t. Those in North
88 | and South America find their corpses m y smell.
97 When vultures find an animal that isRrtsthey will circle high in the sky
112 | above the animal. They wait until the ani s to land and begin eating.
126 | Sometimes vultures will kill the weak Imal. Vultures feed individually
136 | or in groups. They will eat until full n rest to digest the food before
152 | leaving. If the hide of an animal is% ck for vultures to tear, the vultures
168 | will wait for other animals to begi meal, and then they will clean up what
184 | remains. Q
185 Vultures are very im nt to the web of life. They are part of nature’s
199 | recycling. Vultures eat all he smallest pieces and bone. The smallest
211 | pieces are then eaten b mposers, such as bugs. The remaining chemicals
223 | can then be used agai ants and animals. Without decomposers and
235 | scavengers, the we d be covered with dead plants and animals.
246 Even though v ave an important part to play in the web of life, many people fear these birds.
265 Vultures are, of cours%&ly related to death. In the Western world, the image of the vulture is very
284 negative. Vultures f ly serve as metaphors for cowardly behavior in literature, in poetry, or in speech. In
300 the Eastern world %ge of the vulture is more positive. Vultures are seen as necessary contributors to the
319 cycle of life. In fagt gome Buddhist death ceremonies encourage vultures to eat dead human corpses.
336 The population in agricultural India, Nepal, and Pakistan has seriously declined in the past
351 decade. Thi @ ine is due to the fact that medicine used to treat farm animals has poisoned vultures as they
371 eat the medicat®g animal corpses. As a result, other scavengers such as dogs and rats have taken over for the
391 vultures. These animals are more likely than vultures to carry disease, such as rabies, and create health
408 problems for people.
411
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“The Wolf’ Reading Fluency #36

Wolves are a lot like dogs. But, they are

9 | bigger and stronger than most dogs. Wolves have strategic
17 | strong legs and bodies. They run very fast. They  surplus
26 | also run for a long time without being tired. entire
35 | Wolves have strong paws. They can run on ice arent
44 | and rocks. Wolves have very furry coats. Their ,@ndship
52 | coats can have shades of gray, white, brown, red, O
61 | or black.
63 Wolves live in almost all parts of the wor o hey like colder
75 |areas, but they can live in warm areas, too. wolves live in
88 | forests. Others live in the mountains. W fve almost anywhere
08 | except the rainforest and desert. N
103 Wolves like to eat sheep, goats, an@ Since they are fast and strong,
117 | wolves are able to hunt prey much largl they are. Sometimes, wolves
130 | will eat small prey, too. Wolf pack %ategic hunting to surround their prey
143 | and strike at the perfect time. Wol % not chase their prey. If they cannot
158 | catch it at first, they will usually I8&ifi'go. Wolves also practice “surplus
172 | killing,” in which they kill mau%imals at once and save them for meals
186 | later. But, wolves do not nee@s t even for long periods of time. They have
201 | been known to go up to s@ en days without a meal!
214 A group of wolv. alled a pack. A mother and father pair leads each
229 | wolf pack. This pair s any problems within the group and they control the
242 | food. Most of th se@q ay together for their entire lives. They have babies,
256 | called pups, and a.g them within the pack. Wolves are ranked within a pack
269 | by fighting eac er. In large packs, the ranking of different wolves may
283 | change ofte S can contain up to twenty wolves, but they most commonly
296 | consist of ight.
301 en howl to communicate with each other. Howling allows packs of wolves to
315 communi th each other, because they can hear each other even through very thick forests. Sometimes,
331 wolves howl 1&g no apparent reason. Scientists think that they may howl to bond with each other in a form of
352 friendship. Scientists compare this type of howling to human singing.
362 For years, wolves were hunted to protect farmers’ livestock. Laws were passed to protect wolves and
378 these animals were reintroduced in some areas. There are now over 9,000 wolves in the United States alone.
396 Recently, wolves were officially taken off the U.S. Endangered Species List.
407
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“The X-ray Fish” Reading Fluency #37

The x-ray fish is a fish you can

8 | see through. These fish have very little skin. aquariums
16 | It just covers their bellies. The rest of the circulating
25 | body is covered in a thin silver sac. You continuously
34 | can see the bones of these fish! That is why te rature
44 | they are called x-ray fish. There are a few 2?
53 | spots of color on these fish, but not many.
62 These fish come from South America. Thﬁ?pical river areas
72 | have a lot of these little fish. They are freshwates fish, not salt-water
86 | fish. Although, the x-ray fish can live in a ny type of water.
99 | Now many of them live in homes called@uariums. Aquariums are
110 | homes that people make for fish and og»water animals. Aquariums
121 | can be as small as a tiny fishbowl or rge as a football field.
136 X-ray fish don’t like to swim at p or bottom of rivers and
150 | aquariums. They like swimming in iddle depths. These fish establish
161 | their own territories in aquariums mark out certain spots between plants
173 | and they tend to stay much of thet e in these spots. Male and female
188 | partners usually swim in gro t they rest close to one another. Males are
202 | thinner than females. The f; es lay eggs and can have lots of baby x-ray
216 | fish.
217 X-ray fish are v ular aquarium fish and can be found in most all
231 | tropical fish stores. well with flake fish food, but they are omnivores.
245 | This means that at not only plants, but also other fish. Any fish they eat
261 | have to be smal h, because both male and female x-ray fish are only
275 | about one—in :
279 Fish cal onderful pets. However, they do require a lot of care. For freshwater fish, their water
297 must be kept fr% his means that fish owners have to change water often. Usually, people buy filters for
316 larger fish t, ey keep more than a few fish. The filter keeps the water fresh by circulating it
336 continuou chemical balance and temperature of the water must be appropriate. Otherwise, the fish can
352 get sick and -ray fish are some of the easiest fish to care for because they survive well in non-moving
374 water, in hard water (with few minerals), and in soft water (with more minerals).
388 Fish owners do have to be careful about their mix of fish. Some types of fish get along better than
408 others. The fish habitat needs to be planned well to provide the right features for the types of fish that the
429 owners collect.
431
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“The Yak” Reading Fluency #38

The yak is a large animal that lives in

9 | the mountains of Asia. Yaks are strong, heavy Himalaya
17 | cattle. They are white, brown, or black. Their Tibetans
25 | hearts and lungs are very large. This helps tourism
33 |them live in the mountains, where the air is un®ertain
42 | thin. They have long, shaggy hair. The shaggy &
50 | hair keeps them from the cold.
56 Yaks live in the Himalaya Mountains of C@a Asia. Mount
66 | Everest, the highest mountain in the world, isdqcated there. They also
78 | live in Mongolia, which is north of China. o0 not live in
91 | lowland areas. They like high grasslands’ ave no trees.
101 Yaks like to stay in a group, called a@ yak herd has from ten to
118 | thirty animals. Yaks will huddle togetheg winter nights or during
130 | snowstorms to keep warm. Yak female egnant for nine months, just like
143 | human mothers. The average lifespa ak is about twenty years.
155 Farmers have many uses for 7 Yaks produce milk and farmers make
167 | cheese and butter from that milk. also have very tasty meat. Yaks are
181 | often used as pack animals. T ry burdens across high mountain passes
193 | for farmers. Yaks pull plows p the farm soil for planting. Yak hairs are
209 | spun into yarn for knittir@ hair is used to make rope and rugs. Yak hide is
226 | used to make shoes.
230 In parts of the Himala%ion of Tibet, yak racing is a part of special celebrations. Tibetans enjoy
248 | seeing these large cattle race gl h other. Business people are also using yaks to promote tourism. Some
265 | Tibetans have recently bel ing yaks to pull cross-country skiers. For years, yaks have been employed to
281 | carry hiking gear for hi % climbers. As hiking and climbing in the Himalayas become increasingly
298 | popular, yaks may hav réater role in the near future.
310 The once d yak population of Central Asia is now threatened by extinction. Yak hunting has
327 | not been controll overnments. The profit motive for yak hunting is high. Hunters have killed too many of
346 | these animals to ain a healthy population. The future of wild yaks in Central Asia remains uncertain.
363 £
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“The Zebra” Reading Fluency #39

Zebras are black or dark animals with

7 | white stripes and bellies. Zebras look and act social
15 | like horses. On the tops of their heads, they bachelors
24 | have short manes of hair. Their eyes are on domesticate
33 | the sides of their heads. They can see and
42 | hear very well. Zebras are about the size of ,&
51 |small horses and donkeys.
55 In Africa, zebras live in grassy areas. Th stly live away
66 | from trees. But, some types of zebras like tregs. Others live in grassy
78 | hills or mountains near the ocean or sea. E ainy season, zebras
90 | leave their homes and move. They depe ater in the dry season
102 | and they never live too far away fro r holes. Zebras can be
113 | found in zoos across the world.
123 Zebras are omnivores and graz als, like cows and horses. They
134 | search out grassy areas and slowly y the grass. Sometimes, they eat
147 | small bushes, leaves, twigs, or bar ell. They spend most of their day
161 | eating and finding food. Witho i, zebras cannot survive. They depend on
173 | the rain to make the grasses nd to provide them with water for drinking
188 | and bathing.
190 As highly social S, zebras live in large groups. Males without
201 | female partners live al with groups of other bachelors until they are
214 | strong enough to chal another male for his mate. Zebras make permanent
225 | bonds with each‘otdéC ales give birth to one baby, called a foal, about
238 | once a year. Fo brown and white instead of black and white at birth.
253 | Babies can st nd walk by themselves soon after they are born. Their
267 | mothers nursakm for about one year.
275 le have attempted to domesticate zebras for riding or doing work. These attempts have
290 been largel essful over the years. Unlike horses and donkeys, zebras tend to panic when they are put
308 into stres ations. However, some successful attempts at taming zebras have occurred. A few zebras
323 have been trafgd to pull wagons and even perform in circuses.
334 Human contact with zebras has always decreased the zebra habitat, but mostly since the Nineteenth
349 Century. Zebras were, and still are, hunted for their shiny black and white coats. Different species of zebras
367 are more threatened than others. The chief natural predators of zebras are lions. As the lion population rises or
385 declines, the zebra population rises or declines.
393
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“The Sheep” Reading Fluency #40

Sheep are animals with thick, curly fur.

7 | They are about as big as most large dogs. Sheep =~ occasionally
17 |look a lot like goats. Different types of sheep effective
26 | come in different colors. Most sheep are white sheepherders
34 | or brown. Some sheep have long fur. Others icate
42 | have short fur. Still others have no fur at all! &ities
52 | Sheep are raised on farms or ranches. They
60 |are raised for their fur, called wool. They are al@
70 | raised for their meat. Sheep can be found allayer the world. China,
83 | Australia, India, and Iran have the largest ts of sheep.
93 | Different types of sheep live better in di nt areas. They can live
105 | in open grassy areas, deserts, and in \?%ys.
113 Sheep are herbivores. This means ey only eat plants. They usually
125 | eat grass, leaves, and stems. Often, w eep eat their food, they will spit it
140 | out and re-chew it like cows. Shee most of their day grazing (finding
154 | food). They prefer shorter grassest ger ones. The best land for sheep
167 | grazing is land with many diffe pes of grasses. Sheep also need to have
181 | lots of clean water to drink.
187 Sheep live in group ocks. Most sheep find mates about once a
200 | year. Males fight each become the most powerful male of the group. If
214 | males, called rams, ar lone together, they might hurt or even kill each
229 | other! Baby sheep d lambs. Usually, sheep live for about ten to twenty
242 | years. .
244 Since female \ehare slow moving and have no horns, they have no way of protecting themselves.
261 Their chief predator I@Jyote. But, occasionally they will become the victim of a dog, mountain lion, or
280 bear. To protect t p, farmers often use guard dogs, guard llamas, or even guard donkeys. Guard
297 animals are rai he same habitat as the sheep to allow them to form a personal bond with the sheep. The
319 guard animals so effective sheepherders. Than can gather a flock of sheep very quickly.
334 sheep have the reputation for being unintelligent animals, sheep are very smart and clever
349 in their o s. Sheep are excellent at remembering faces. They can remember up to fifty faces of other
368 sheep or even'gyimans. According to researchers, sheep even form friendships with certain other sheep. Some
384 sheep have even been known to self-medicate themselves. If they are sick, they choose to eat certain plants
402 that have healing abilities. These human-like qualities prove that sheep are not as dumb as people sometimes
419 make them out to be.
424
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“The Whale” Reading Fluency #41

The whale is the largest animal on

7 earth. Many whales are bigger than protective
13 | elephants, but some are smaller. There are baleen
9 many types of whales. One of the largest frequently
15 | whales is the humpback whale. Humpback
28 | whales are usually about 50 feet long. They ,$
42 | weigh as much as 44 big trucks. The largest one e easured was
55 |88 feet long. Humpback whales have large hu their backs.
66 | Their fins are very long. Their tail is wavy-shapeti'and very large.
78 Humpback whales live in all the majg ns. They move a
90 |lot. Every summer, most humpbacks swsi cooler ocean waters.
100 | Some swim as many as 16,000 miles: , they swim back to
112 | tropical waters in the winter. Therg ave babies and eat a lot.
125 | Humpback whales are mammals, so t e live births. The baby whales are
136 | called calves. Mother whales are v ctive of their calves and will
149 | sometimes attack boats that get too to their babies. Once calves leave
162 | their mothers, they like stay by Ives. Humpback whales will group for
173 | feeding or play, but they spen of their time alone.
186 They eat in a variety 0 S. Since humpbacks are baleen whales, they
199 | open their mouths wide Im into groups of fish and plankton. The
212 | whales have a strainer | r throats that separates the water from their meal.
226 | Humpback whales wijl kly lunge into an area to surprise fish. They will
229 | also slap the ocean %C to “shock” fish into staying still. Sometimes,
251 | groups of hump hales will gather together and stir the water up so that it
266 | produces aw %ubbles, which traps the fish. They only eat in the summer
281 | and live off %&erves during the winter months.
290 The W@ industry reduced the World population of humpbaclf whales to dangerously low Ievgls in
305 the last cen e the 1960s, most countries have agreed to ban hunting humpback whales. Also, poisons
322 have killewhales. Sometimes the whales get trapped in fishing nets or rammed by ships. Fortunately,
339 the humpbac ales have increased in numbers recently, but they will remain on protected species lists.
355 Whale-watching tours have become very popular since the 1990s. Humpback whales are most
368 frequently the main attractions. They are very curious animals and will come very close to boats. They also
386 enjoy leaping into the air and splashing, which is known as breeching. They can also blow water 10 to 15 feet
407 in the air. They also sing very loud “whale songs.”
417
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“The Python” Reading Fluency #42

Pythons are snakes that are not

6 | poisonous. Adult pythons are all different poisonous
12 |sizes. They can be from one foot long to several
21 | thirty feet long! Different types of pythons decoration
28 | have different colors. Some are bright and fashion
35 | green. Others are dark and brown. Pythons é
42 | blend in with their surroundings.
47 In the wild, pythons are found all over th . They can be
60 |found in Africa, India, Vietnam, and Australia. [fiey mostly live in
71 | wet areas, like rain forests or swamps. But @ live in grasslands
83 | or woodlands. Brown pythons live most|y\in*areas covered by brown
93 | trees or dirt. Green pythons tend to stay™i*areas with green leaves or
106 | trees. 2
109 Unlike many snakes, pythons H@ prey without poison. Instead,
119 | pythons hunt down their prey and w;@ mselves around it until it cannot
132 | breathe. Different types of pythons Ifferent animals. Large pythons may
143 | even eat deer or gazelles! Smal ons mostly eat smaller animals like
155 | rodents or reptiles. Pythons s their prey whole. It may even take several
167 | days or weeks to digest the Ithough they are big and strong, pythons do
181 | not usually threaten hu
187 Female pythons gs, unlike some snakes which have live babies.
198 | After they lay their e males will sit on them until they hatch. While
212 | sitting on the eggs, s move their muscles to provide heat for the eggs.
226 | They only leav \ew eggs to rest in the sun to get warmer for the eggs.
242 | Females will at until their eggs are hatched. Females only have babies
255 | once every t four years, because the process is so difficult.
267 Pyth some of the biggest predators in their habitats. However, small, young pythons are in
283 danger fro from other animals. Often, birds, other mammals, frogs, and even other snakes will hunt
300 down bab ns. Adult pythons are also at risk to large birds of prey, like eagles or hawks, and to large
321 carnivores lik&lions and leopards.
326 At least two known species of pythons are currently endangered. Other python species are also
341 declining due to deforestation of the rain forests, other habitat destruction, and the snakeskin trade. Snake
358 skins have been used for clothing, shoes, purses, and decoration. However, designers have not included snake
373 skins in their fashion lines for many years.
382
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“The Sheep” Reading Fluency #43

15
22
29
38
47
61
72
83
96
106

117
120
129
140
153
166
181
197
208
220
234
249
262

273
286
303
321
338
348
365
381
388

The cheetah is the fastest animal
on land. Cheetahs can run as fast as most cheetah
cars over short distances. Unlike many cats, gazelles
cheetahs have a narrow waist, making them generally
smaller and less heavy than a lion or tiger. vulnerable
Their fur is rough and short. Their color is
light brown and white with spots of black. Their
fur at the end. Unlike most big cats, cheetahs ¢ roar.

In Africa, cheetahs mainly live in the hot gfessy areas. These
areas are called the savannah. It can get ver%:m on the African
savannah. Less frequently, cheetahs live i ountains or in
forests. They are mostly found in Af@ut some cheetahs also live
in Asia.

Cheetahs are carnivores. They y medium-sized animals like
gazelles. Sometimes, they will hun ras or wildebeests, too. While other
big cats (like lions) hunt only at nigQlseneetahs hunt during the daytime. Also,
while many animals use their se smell to hunt, cheetahs hunt with their
excellent eye-sight. Once th%ﬁ found their prey, they slowly follow until

[

ave a ball of

there is an open field. Cheetdls use a burst of speed to catch their prey.

Male cheetahs live i [ gipUps, while females live alone. Males are
territorial. Females do gO&Have territories; instead, they share land with other
females. Females hav€afjgut three to five babies at a time. The mothers raise
these baby cubs for{l3wnenths. During this time, the cubs learn how to hunt
and avoid predaiarSAfter this time, the mothers leave their babies. The cubs
stay together fd&\another six months. After that, the females separate

themselves the group of their siblings. The males live together for life.

As the est and least powerful predators in their habitat, cheetahs try to avoid contact with lions,
leopards, hyag d wild dogs. Since cheetahs are designed for extreme bursts of speed and not for power,
baby cub Often targeted by these large predators. Mother cheetahs will defend their young and are
sometimes st€essful. Males will form groups to chase off predators.

Cheetah cubs have an unusually high death rate due to their predators. About 13,000 cheetahs still live
in the wild today. Cheetah conservation efforts have been somewhat successful in South Africa and Iran.
However, cheetahs are generally vulnerable to extinction.
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