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Introduction

The Reading Fluency and Comprehension Toolkit is a “slice” of The Science of
Reading Intervention Program. This toolkit provides 43 expository Animal Articles for

fluency and comprehension practice. First, students complete fluency timings and ated
reading practice, along with modeled YouTube readings at their individually-as allenge
levels (15-20 minutes). Next, students complete vocabulary and comprehensio ions on the
same article (10 minutes). Note that the SCRIP Comprehension Worksh d answers)

follow the Animal Articles formatted for fluency practice.

In each 350—450 article, readers learn about the physical characteristics o animal, the
animal's habitat, what the animal eats, the animal's family, interesti 5 and the status of the
species, whether endangered or not.

The articles are formatted as fluency worksheets with word ¢ d as comprehension
worksheets with bolded vocabulary and embedded compr i uestions. (Answers are
included at the end of the book.)

Each article is leveled in a pyramid design: the first (4 raphs are at third-grade (Fleish-
Kincaid) reading; the next two paragraphs are at fi reading level; and the last two are at
seventh-grade reading level. The reader begins an easier level to build confidence and

then moves to more difficult academic language, tence length. Text size decreases as the
reading level increases.

Before starting the Reading Fluency and ehension Toolkit program, accomplish two

tasks:
1. Use the following “Pets” Fluency ent to place students in one of three fluency groups.
2. Introduce and practice the SC rehension Cues with the 5 think-aloud fairy tales (see

pages 53-58).
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The “Pets” Fluency Assessment

The “Pets” fluency passage is leveled in a pyramid design: the first paragraph is at the first-grade
(Fleish-Kincaid) reading level; the second paragraph is at the second-grade level; the third

paragraph is at the third-grade level; the fourth paragraph is at the fourth-grade leygha the fifth
paragraph is at the fifth-grade level; the sixth paragraph is at the sixth-grade lev (=

seventh paragraph is at the seventh-grade level.

difficult academic language through successive approximation. As the st eads the fluency
passage, the teacher will be able to note the reading levels at which the stu has a high degree

Thus, the reader begins practice at an easier level that builds confidence oves to more
e
t

of accuracy and automaticity. Q’
Materials/Instructional Setting/Organization

L/
Laminate one copy of the “Pets” fluency assessment for s \m off enough copies of the
same assessment for each student. Use a stopwatch to ens al'the two-minute timings will be

accurate. Set aside a table or two desks in a corner of th r just outside the door, if
practical. Have desks or chairs facing each other. 4,

Announce to the class that you will have studen
fluency timings. Say, “Please don’t interrupt the
We want to complete these timings quickly, sqQt
one student to read. The first to read will be
has finished, she will use t
. From now on, the stude
reader. Any questions?”

ead to you for two-minute reading

timings, unless there is an emergency.

ow we will organize things: I will pick
. Please sit here. When

watch to time the next reader, who will be

es the timing will quietly go get the next

Fluency Assessment Dir, elﬁradinglRecording

1. Say, “I"'m going to have yo ut loud for two minutes. Read quickly, but say the words
correctly. The title of this art ts.” Point to the first word of the article on the student’s
copy and say ‘Ready, begi

2. As the student reads slash on the teacher’s copy for mispronounced words, omitted
words, added words, rds not correctly pronounced within three seconds. Say the word for

the student after th nds of silence or attempted pronunciation and then say “Next,” if the
student does not e to read. Be consistent in test administration regarding marking (or not

marking) diale rences, word repetitions, pre-practice of difficult words, reversals, and self-

corrections.

3. Mark a b&ﬁer the last word the student reads correctly when two minutes have elapsed.
Say, “Stop.” Record the total number of words read, less errors at the bottom left of the page and
the name of the student. Say, “Thank you. Now, you will be the timer. When I say ‘begin,” push
this button. After two minutg : ¥ e j er the i e
completed, say “Please go f

O d1d h (] 11] ) O 49310 A ] NINY Nd 1) []
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“Pets” Fluency Assessment Name

Pets are nice. Pets live with us. They can be good
11 | friends. Pets make people happy. They can ery fun.

21 Some pets are very smart. Many can be trai o do

32 | what people say. Pets may come to us when 1. Some

44 | can do special tricks. Some even seem to t us with a

57 | “bark,” a “meow,” or a “chirp.” Py

63 Many people enjoy life more with pets. %an be good

74 | company. Pets can help people feel less lo me pets help us

86 | feel better. Pets can even help us get mo rcise.

96 Not all animals make good pets. Mo imals are afraid of people.
109 | Others could be dangerous, like large cats rs. It would be too hard to care
125 | for some animals. They might need a ace to live or special food to eat.
141 Pets and owners must make a g§teh. People need to think carefully
154 | about some things before getting et owner needs to have a good place
170 | for a pet to live. A small apartme e perfect for a fish or hamster, but not
188 | for a large dog or cat. Also, som cost more to keep than others. Large pets

205 | eat more than small ones, and
219 | People need to consider ho
234 | pets. Pets need plenty of h
244 The most popular pe

259 | dogs. Birds, hamsters, tu
275 | people. In the last few y

ost of medical care can be expensive.
time they will be able to spend with their
tlention to stay happy.
ide are dogs and cats. There are slightly more cats than
es, lizards, and fish are also the pets of choice for many
s have become more “exotic.” Many people are now keeping
290 | ferrets and monkeys a ost local governments have laws restricting which pets are
303 | acceptable in their c S

309 Pet owners gie e responsible with their pets. Adult pets need to be spayed or
325 | neutered to prev anned litters. According to the Humane Society, over three million
338 | unwanted pets to sleep each year. Also, mixed breed cats and dogs can make

Y act

354 | wonderful pet , some of the best pets can be adopted from local animal shelters at
371 | little cost.& valuable friends and need our very best care.
383

Total Nimber of Words Read Total Number of Words Read
- Total Number of Mistakes - Total Number of Mistakes
:TOtalNumber A vl [Q 5o ] a N\ mhaetr o A vl BF-Y:Va
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Reading Fluency Level Placement Criteria and Preparation

1. Assign students to fluency levels, based upon their scores on the “Pets” Fluency Assessment,
to read along with modeled readings at their optimal challenge speeds. Each Animal Article on

the YouTube videos has been recorded at three different reading speeds.
Assigned “Pets” Score Assessment Challenge $

Fluency Two-Minute Words per Words
Level Assessment Minute Minut
Level A <190 <95 95-1
Level B 191-239 96-119

Level C >240 >120

@.

Note that assigned levels need to be adjusted over time. Obs
on their Animal Articles, but do a quick fluency check of yo

students’ cold read timings
efore changing levels.

2. Print and distribute the Animal Article Fluency Timin
reading fluency numbers. Write the students’ names

that best matches your students’
ed reading fluency levels on the

3. Print the Animal Article back-to-back (the fl
comprehension worksheet with bolded vocabul embedded comprehension questions).

4. Provide pencils and pens for students to cold and hot timings.
5. Assign computers or tablets for eac
classroom wall poster: http://bit.1y/1
video links.

ith earbuds and post the following URL on a
. The 129 leveled readings each have YouTube

6. Ready a timer. The stopwatc, r phone works well.
C\Q
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Reading Fluency Directions

Display an Animal Article and the Animal Article Fluency Timings chart for reference.

1. Say, “We are going to read part of an article about an animal. Read out loud wi ression,
pause at commas, and stop at periods. During the timing, don’t skip over words reading
because we want our timings to be accurate. Don’t read along with other stude d at your
own pace with six-inch voices. Don’t shout, but don’t whisper. ‘Ready, reado

2. Students read the article out loud for the two-minute cold timing with §-ich voices. At the
end of the two-minute timing say, “Stop and place your finger under the | ord you read.
Now, find the word count for that line in the left margin and add the r of words you read
on that line.”

3. “On your Animal Article Fluency Timings chart, find the € or the Animal Article, and
use a pencil to draw a line across the column to show the tal of words you read during
the cold timing. We call it a cold timing because it is unpra; - Now, quickly and neatly shade

in the column below that line.”
&,
ass1 )

4. “Type the link in the browser, and open your B, or C level Animal Article video.
Make sure your earbuds are plugged in, push “ just the volume, and skip the ad.

5. Read out loud with the modeled reading ov ver until I say, ‘Stop.” Read with six-inch
voices.” | suggest you practice six-inch voig e sure that students are not whispering.

6. Monitor the Level A modeled readin en students have finished a second read-along,
say ‘Stop” and direct students to log o ractice repeated readings on the print copies.
Remind students to read in six-inch 0 ith expression and attention to punctuation.

7. A few minutes prior to the en
of the same Animal Article wi
“Use a pen to draw a line ac,
during the hot timing.
shade in the column belo
line.”

activity, lead the students in the two-minute /ot timing
inch voices. After students determine their word counts, say,
e column to show the number total of words you read
hot timing because it is practiced. Now, quickly and neatly
ine down to the pencil line. If you read less, simply draw the

8. Direct students @in their Animal Articles and put away their timing charts.

Note that stuinll often inflate their sot timing scores. Listen in to students who do so
and counsel o improve expression and attention to punctuation. The cold timings
over time p the best formative assessments. The timings are certainly motivational,
but the reading With modeled readings and repeated readings practice are the keys to
improving fluency.
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Animal Article Fluency Timings Name

300

290

280

270

260

250

240

230
L/
220

210

200

190

180

170 |

# of Words Read in Two-Minute Timing

L
160

50 [

90|

o[

Hot Timing

nimal Fluencv Article

mbrella Bird”

Pencil = Cold Timing

Recording Example

Pen
e Ape”
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Animal Article Fluency Timings Name

450

440

430

420

410

400

390

380
L/
370

360

350

340

330

3201

# of Words Read in Two-Minute Timing
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.
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Pencil = Cold Timing

Recording Example
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“The Ape” Reading Fluency #1

The ape is a very interesting animal. One

8 | type of ape is the orangutan. Male orangutans orapgutan
16 |can weigh as much as two normal size humans. 8 a
25 | Females weigh about half as much. Orangutans eo
32 | have long, strong arms and their hands and feet nivore
41 | are shaped like hooks. They are shaggy and haVOndangered
50 |red hair. | ® species
52 Orangutans used to live all over South
59 | Asia. Now they only live in a few rain fg the 1slands of
73 | Sumatra and Borneo. Orangutans swing tall trees to move
83 | around. It is warm where these animMgli¥e, but not too warm. There
96 |is a lot of rain there, so trees and orow very tall and big.
111 Orangutans are omnivores, si “at some birds and small
121 | mammals. However, they mostly eat , like fruit and leaves, instead of
133 | meat. Their diet consists of mostI {8l The fruits they tend to prefer have a
148 | lot of sugar in them. Figs are the te fruit of the orangutans. Figs come
164 | from trees and they are easy forOg@#cutans to pick and eat. Orangutans also
179 | eat lots of young leaves fro trees in their habitat.
189 Unlike many other ag orangutans are single adults, so they have
200 | no family structure. MotheMggangutans raise their children one at a time. The
213 | baby rides on its mothefs Bick for three years at the start of its life. There, it
230 | learns how to pick fo d protect itself from danger. Female orangutans
242 | usually have one b ery six years. Older male orangutans may fight each
255 | other for the atte he available female orangutans.
264 The territ?y It orangutan is not clearly established, as is the case with many animals. Often,
282 orangutan territoricYi rlap. However, this does not mean that orangutans are social animals. They limit
298 their social inter eeding, mating, and calling each other. Only rarely will orangutans get in fights with
316 each other over erritory. In these fights, the apes will demonstrate their strength by destroying
333 branches, chai each other, and biting each other until one gives up.
346 Duglio d8®restation of the rain forest (cutting down trees for grazing or farmland), orangutans are
362 becominggimar®@nd more endangered with each day. Palm oil farmers have cut down much of the forest on
381 Sumatra(iog ¥ Borneo. Some people even capture orangutans to use them as pets in their homes. Orangutans are
399 alreag “rnational endangered species lists, and their habitat has been increasingly threatened by
413 hung inly through the deforestation of the rain forest.
422

Total Number of Words Read Total Number of Words Read

- Total Number of Mistakes - Total Number of Mistakes

= Total Number, ‘ .
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“The Eagle” Reading Fluency #2

The eagle 1s a huge bird. One type of

9 | eagle is the bald eagle. This bird of prey has
19 | alarge yellow beak shaped like a hook and a
29 | pure white head. Its body is brown with a

38 | white tail. Female bald eagles are much bigger
46 | than males.

48 Bald eagles live all over North and South, &
56 | America. They make their nests near rivers, and lakes. There
67 | they can find many fish. Bald eagles bui} iggest nests of any

80 |bird in America. Mostly, the birds stay a rom people. Some

91 | birds move their nests frequently. Q

96 Bald eagles eat whatever they can ut, mostly they eat fish. Some
109 | of their favorite meals are trout and s o catch fish, bald eagles swoop
123 | down over the water and grab the fish eir feet, called talons. If the fish
139 | is too heavy for the eagle to carry; t have to swim in the water. Many
156 | eagles aren’t able to swim very w metimes, bald eagles will steal their
169 | food from other birds that are s .

176 At about five years ol eagles find mates. They pick partners as
189 | their mates for life. Someti e pair cannot have a baby, they will find
204 | new partners. Babies are h from eggs in their nests, which are made from
218 | twigs and branches. Ne usually in trees near open water. Mother and
232 | father eagles will tak watching the eggs while the mate finds food or

246 | adds on to the nest.
251 The bald eagle i portant symbol of the United States of America. It is known as the

270 | national bird of the Uni cd¥n 1782, the Continental Congress named the bald eagle as the national bird.
289 | Ben Franklin once t he thought that it was a bad choice. He said the bald eagle was too cowardly to
311 symbolize the nation. . he suggested the turkey. Today, the bald eagle appears on official seals of the
329 United States on S of several coins. It was on the back of the quarter until 1999, with its head turned
351 towards an olive h

355 Th le used to be a common sight in the United States. But, over the nation’s history, this
374 | eagle’s pop as slowly decreased. This decrease is due to hunting and the use of pest spray by farmers.
393 | Many far, to spray DDT to reduce pests on their crops. This spray, when breathed by eagles, made
412 | them una ave babies. Fortunately, the bald eagle population has begun to increase since DDT was
429 | bann est spray. The bald eagle was officially removed from the list of endangered species in 1995.
448

Total ber of Words Read Total Number of Words Read

- Total Number of Mistakes - Total Number of Mistakes

= Total Number of Words Read = Total Number of Words Read
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“The lbex” Reading Fluency #3

An ibex is a wild goat. Ibexes have big,

9 | long horns that turn behind their heads. The horns Europe
18 | have spiky bumps on them. Their fur is very short, ores
28 |and not shaggy like a dog’s fur. As the weather ators
38 | warms, the fur gets darker. Ibexes are about five idermists
47 | feet long and three feet high. They weigh about edicinal
56 | as much as two people put together. P
63 Ibexes live in the mountains. They are Q
70 | found in Europe, Asia, and Africa. Thei
78 | are made 1n the rocks. Ibexes have very eet,
88 | so they can walk on rocks all day lo@ne even live in snowy
102 | mountains, where it’s very cold. Mc@ hey like to stay in the
114 | shade of trees in the daytime.
120 Ibexes are herbivores, so the y plants. In the daytime, when it is
134 | warm, they search for food. They eat leaves from trees that grow in
148 | their natural habitat. Many ibex search for fruit to eat. However, fruit is
162 | less common in some of their areas. Although ibexes are plant eaters,
175 | this does not mean that they s dangerous to humans. Ibexes dislike being
188 | near humans and will som tack. The main animal that hunts for ibexes
201 | 1s the leopard.
205 Ibexes live in t @rent groups. Groups are made up of about ten to
219 | twenty ibexes. Male\% up one group, and females and babies make up the
232 | other. Males fight her to establish power in their groups and to win
247 | females as their -a¥ne most powerful male ibexes avoid each other and
260 | do not fight. ps them avoid serious injury.
269 Ibexes are or their charging abilities when they attack predators. Ibexes put down their heads
284 and butt into thej ors. Although younger ibexes often fight, they avoid hurting each other. In fact, much
302 of their fighti es circling and pretend charges, which are called mock charges.
316 Ibe S@bL0 be the subjects of many game hunts. The handsome male heads were prized by hunters,
333 and many o heads were stuffed by taxidermists and then displayed in the homes of big game hunters.
352 They w unted because of the medicinal properties of various parts of their bodies. However, the
368 advan modern medicine has stopped most of the hunting of ibexes for their medicinal value. About
385 ten ibexes still live today in the world.
396

Total NMimber of Words Read Total Number of Words Read

- Total Number of Mistakes - Total Number of Mistakes

= Total Number g
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“The Okapi” Reading Fluency #4

The okapi looks like a mix of zebra and

9 | giraffe. These animals have dark backs. On Dem
16 | their legs, they have white stripes. These stripes dig
24 | make them look like zebras. Their bodies look ¢
32 | like small giraffes. But, they do not have very
41 |long necks. Their ears are big and pointy, and
50 | their tongues are long, too. Okapis have shorte. &
58 | horns that are covered by skin.

unicating
gists
inction

64 These animals like to live in large a ay from towns.

75 | They can be found only in the middle of a in the Democratic

88 | Republic of the Congo. Most okapi 1 he mountains and forests.
99 | They leave scents to mark their terrigQgmeS. Males protect their land,
109 | but they allow females to walk % 1t to find food.

erbivores, so they eat tree leaves,
known to eat charcoal from burnt
from the ground near streams or

d clay, they eat fruit and berries. Okapi
searching for food. When they find food,
again. This helps their weak digestive

122 Okapi are strange eaters. The
134 | grass, and fungi. But, they also ha
148 | trees! Also, they commonly eat
161 | rivers. Along with plants, char
174 | spend most of their day eatin

188 | they chew it, spit it out, ane
203 | system.

204 Female okapi h to a single baby, called a calf. Babies are fed by
219 | their mothers and th w quickly. Only thirty minutes after they are born,
232 | okapi can stand up alk around. Mothers leave their babies during the day.
245 | They return at ni ed them. In zoos, okapi live for about thirty years.

260 | But, no one ow long they live in the wild.

272 Althoug nerally live alone, Okapi have ways of communicating with each other. They make
287 different soundsfai ogists are able to identify. One sound, called a chuff, is made when one okapi meets
306 another. The b, sed when an okapi calf is separated from its mother and put into danger.

324 Thy of the Democratic Republic of the Congo are threatened by people eager for their rich
341 natural reso As aresult, okapi are losing their territory. Okapi are not only threatened by loggers, miners,
358 and far t'they are also threatened by illegal hunters, called poachers, who hunt them for their valuable
376 skins. i population is currently classified as “near threatened” by extinction.
389
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“The Mule” Reading Fluency #5

Mules are babies, born from donkey and

7 | horse parents. They have short, thick heads. They hyhrids
15 | have long pointy ears. Mules have a short mane,
24 | like most horses. They come 1in all shapes and

33 | sizes. Some mules can grow to weigh as much as
43 | six humans! Mules have small, strong hooves. 01dustrialized

50 Most of the mules in the world are in Chinag

60 | In that country, mules are used for riding. M

69 | are also used for pulling carts. Many othe are found in

81 | Mexico, South America, and North Afri ules live mostly on

91 | farms with people. There are only a 1d mules and many of
104 | these animals live in California. Th e lost during the California

115 | Gold Rush of the 1850s and havg ¢ ed in foothill canyons ever
127 | since. \

128 The mule’s owner can purc od for mules at any farm store. Mules
141 | have the same diets as horses eys. However, they need less protein
154 | than horses. Their favorite sn hay or other dried grasses. Mules need
167 | lots of fresh, clean water. Bu ey drink too much, they can have serious
182 | problems. Mule owners n trol their food and drink levels.

193 Since mules com: two different parent animals, they are called
204 | hybrids. Most mules le. This means that they cannot produce any

216 | babies. But, some ve been able to have babies. Mule babies are called
230 | foals. If a female d a male horse are the parents, then the foal is mostly
247 | horse-like. A m y produces a mostly donkey-like foal.

nt animals. They can endure hardship and severe conditions, which is why they are

259 Mules arg;
273 commonly used forN‘ tation and farm work. Mules are stubborn if treated harshly. Horses will forgive
289 their owners for em poorly, but mules generally will not. Mules are very proud animals. When

306 treated well by whners, mules are usually very friendly. They will bond and work well with people who
325 treat them d
328 T er of mules in the world is increasing. Endangered animal agencies have rated the mule of
345 “no con extinction. In China, where there is the densest population, mules are still bred daily. The
363 mule po is even increasing in industrialized nations.
371
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“The Rooster” Reading Fluency #6

Roosters are male chickens. There are

6 | many types of roosters. They come in a traditional
14 | variety of colors: brown, white, black, and red.
22 | Roosters have red combs on the top of their

31 | heads. They have yellow beaks. They have

38 | black feathers on their tails. Below their eyes,
46 |roosters have a white spot. Their thin legs ande. &

55 | feet are gray or black.

60 Most roosters live on farms. In fact‘ s live 1n all areas of
72 | the world. But, most of them live in Chi d the United States.

86 | Most chicken owners keep their chic coops. A coopis a

98 | walled or screened shack des1gned ckens. Coops keep roosters
107 | warm during the winter and coo summertime. Female

118 | chickens, called hens, even hav t-in nesting spots in many

128 | coops.
130 Most roosters are fed by t
144 | worms, slugs, and snails. Ho
156 | and other foods. Roosters ¢
170 | they must have a lot of ro
182 Farmers chiefly k
192 | farmers raise hens a
207 | protect the nest and

ners. Their diet is made up of insects,
sthey also eat plants, fruit, seeds, acorns,
their own food if the owner wishes. But,

ch for their food.

ckens for their eggs; however, some chicken

rs for their meat. The job of the rooster is to

s. Usually, there is one rooster who is in charge of a

223 | group of other roo d hens. The head rooster wins this position through
236 | fighting or pret e ling.
241 Througho roosters have been used in “cock fights.” People organize fights between roosters

253 and bet on the wi
272 Although cock f}
289 considered it t
308 Some com
326 crime. Wor
342

sters that are used in cock fights are specially bred and trained for strength.

is a traditional sporting event in nearly every part of the world, most Americans
imal cruelty. In fact, cock fighting is illegal in forty-nine states in the United States.
state laws allow sentencing for up to three years in prison for those convicted of this
ide, thousands of birds are killed or hurt every year in cock fights.

s are domesticated animals. They have no threat of extinction. The number of chickens

356 worldwi inues to increase. In fact, chickens are the world’s largest group of domesticated birds. With a
373 pop f over eight billion, there are more chickens than humans on earth!
386
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“The Woodpecker” Reading Fluency #7

Woodpeckers are some of the loudest

6 | birds around. Not all woodpeckers look the Australia
13 | same. Most have two toes on the front of their  be

23 | feet and two on the back. Their tongues are long r tive
33 | enough to curl all the way around their heads. atened
42 | Woodpeckers have strong pointed beaks. Their nsidered

48 | bottom tail feathers are strong and stiff. Most

56 | woodpeckers weigh only about one pound. Q.
62 These birds can be found all over the

70 | world. They live in wooded areas ever but

78 | in Australia. Their homes are often n#gfic the tops of trees in

91 | forests. Most woodpeckers will makgrhg¥es in trees with their beaks
102 | to build their nests. Some will figHegOMs and use them. Different
114 | types of woodpeckers like diffe ces. But, many woodpeckers
123 | prefer cypress trees and redwOWg

128 A woodpecker’s daily diet cOMmgsts of different foods depending on the
139 | type of woodpecker. CommonggO®® include insects, fruits, and nuts. Like
150 | many birds, woodpeckers enj® o ing worms. Woodpeckers are mainly

159 | omnivores. They use their JIC8 hit bark on trees to expose bugs (ants and
174 | beetles, usually) which thay ®en eat. Some woodpeckers have been found to
186 | eat sap from trees. Ofhe ® mostly acorns.

194 Female woodpgl®
203 | females work togetficrimydig holes out of trees to provide a nest for their

219 | babies. Babies rgfgl wf their eggs for about two weeks until they hatch. When
232 | they hatch, t g, blind and do not have any feathers. One parent goes out
246 | and finds fo ring back to the nest, while the other stays behind to protect
262 | the eggs. BMges usually leave the nest after about thirty days.

275 Woo S are known for their repetitive tapping on tree trunks to expose insects from tree bark.
201 Some specic? on trees to communicate or attract other woodpeckers. Woodpeckers can tap more than ten

308 thousan day! They are usually not very protective of their territory.
321 ulation of woodpeckers is generally not considered to be threatened, but their habitat in some
336 area, en reduced due to woodcutting and deforestation. Two species of these birds are considered
352 offi dangered by the government. Still, the overall woodpecker population is balanced.
365
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“The Cow” Reading Fluency #8

Cows have many uses. Farmers raise cows
7 for different reasons. Some raise cows for their ~calv
15 | meat. Others raise cows for their dairy products. cli
23 | Cows come in many colors. Cows can be brown,
32 | white, or black. Male cows are called bulls, and
41 |they have horns. Female cows are gentle. Bulls

49 | can be mean and dangerous. Y

54 Almost every place in the world has co

62 | Cows live in grassy meadows or on far are some wild cows
75 | left in the world. These wild cows are 1n estern America, India,

87 | and Africa. Wild cows are not the sa@farm cows. Still, most
100 | cows live on farms, not in the wild. Q

108 Cows on farms are fed based o e. Beef cows are fed differently
122 | from dairy cows. A beef cow is fed ain, and grasses. Farmers feed

136 | these cows a large amount of pro iry cows need large amounts of fiber.
150 | Dairy cows provide milk and cre ws have very large stomachs that are
163 | divided into four parts. Each p a different job in digesting food. Usually,
177 | only older cows are used to lothes. Their hides (the outer layers of cow
192 | skins) are dried into leathe

197 Baby cows are call ves. Some calves die at birth, because they are
210 | so large. Older cows ha s problems giving birth than do young cows.

223 | Calves are nursed by
237 | stay in groups wit
248 Cows require a
267 each year. The hair at
288 the winter, cows
307 require a lot of fre
328 naps throughout e
332 In Indi
348 Hindus do
367 endangered

mothers for about ninety days. Adult cows like to
other. Bulls usually stay by themselves.

om farmers. Cow hooves have to be trimmed by farmers once or twice

cow’s tail (called the switch) must be frequently cleaned and trimmed. In
ide at night to protect them from the cold in most climates. Additionally, cows
n which to sleep. They spend 40-50% of their day lying down. Cows take several

people follow the religion of Hinduism. Hindus believe that cows are sacred animals.
m and cows are free to roam about the countryside. Worldwide, cows are certainly not
Is. There are over 1.3 billion cows still in the world today. That number is almost equal to

386 one cow six people on earth.
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“The Koi” Reading Fluency #9

Koi fish are freshwater fishes and are
8 | kept by many as pets. Kol come in many
17 | different colors. Most of them are orange.
24 | Koi have eyes on both sides of their heads.
33 | Behind their eyes, they have gills.

39 | These gills help them breathe under water.
46 | On their backs, they have a fin.

53 The kot fish are related to carps. Carps from the Caspian
65 | Sea in Europe. Colored kot fish were firs ered in Japan.

76 | Today, they live everywhere in the worf ey are mostly kept as
88 | pets, but some have been released in ild. People like keeping

100 | koi because of their bright colors. N@ eople have built koi ponds

112 | to enjoy these fish. X

116 Koi will eat many different fo \ ey are available. Koi owners

128 | usually feed them fish food from e. However, they may feed their fish
142 | with some live foods. These foo de worms, prawns, tadpoles, and frogs.
153 | Some live foods, like insects, gerous for koi to eat. Owners can also
167 | feed their koi fish brown bre lettuce. But, owners need to be careful as
181 | not to harm their fishes wi hat they can’t digest.

194 Sometimes, male kg W bully females. If this happens, an owner must
206 | separate the two. Aft bies, called fry, are born, they will find a place to
221 | hide. After two or ys of growing, the newborn koi fish will start

236 | swimming up to th ce of the water. The fry need to be fed and treated
252 | differently by thg to help their growth.

260 Koi requir.a , good filtration system for the water in which they swim and live. Adding

277 simple tap water to {1 itat could even kill the fish. Tap water is filled with chlorine and other chemicals

297 that may have ne ects on koi fish. Koi habitats must have water that has the right texture (hardness or
316 softness), temp e, sunshine, and chemicals. It is recommended that new koi owners read information

331 about creati for their fishes before bringing their fish home.

343 Sin@: domesticated water animals, they are not threatened by extinction. The population of koi
358 in the wq reasing steadily as the demand for these beautiful colored fishes grows. Humans have

376 destroye @i koi that have been released into the wild, because they pollute the water around them, making
393 it und@RRDTC for livestock. However, large amounts of money have been spent to try to destroy these wild

410 po of koi, and those operations have been largely unsuccessful.
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“The Hawk” Reading Fluency #10

The hawk is a large, powerful bird. One

8 | type of hawk is the red-tailed hawk. These birds talons

17 | are mostly brown in color. Their feathers have two f; ry

26 | different colors: light and dark brown. Red-tailed irrels

33 | hawks are known for their bright red tails. They

42 | are slightly larger than common house cats. The

50 |claws are called talons. They are very sharp. & @
% of them live

live in many

e in fields. They live

are often seen on

ere are also red-tailed

58 Red-tailed hawks fly all over the world.
70 | 1n North and South America. These ha\z
82 | different places. Some live in forests an
94 | 1n deserts and cities, too. Red-tailed

106 | telephone poles. Where there are £r

107 | hawks.
115 These hawks are birds of prey.
128 | while flying. They do not have th
143 | animals. They like rabbits, snak
157 | birds. When hunting, they fly hg
173 | see food, they swoop down

eans that they usually hunt for food
s a day. They mostly feed on small
rats. But, they also eat fish and other
the air and look down. As soon as they
and grab it with their talons.

186 Red-tailed hawks ca@ bies when they are two years old. They

198 | have partners that they b pth for many years. When a partner dies, the

212 | hawk will seek a ne awks remain in the same nest for many years.
227 | Each spring, female led hawks lay one to three eggs. They protect these
240 | eggs from owls an birds.

246 Humans have o -tailed hawks in falconry—the sport of using birds to hunt game. Hunters
263 have trained these ha ck down game such as squirrels, rabbits, and ducks. And, they have even been
282 trained to work w hunting. When a hawk catches its prey, the trainer will then locate the bird and
f ready-to-eat meat. There are very few falconers today. It can be a very dangerous

303 trade its catch for,
324 sport.
325 In the tates alone, there are about one million red-tailed hawks. Animal rights activists state

341 that the nungler awks has decreased due to deforestation—the cutting down of forests. However, as more

359 national e opened, the hawk population has risen greatly. Red-tailed hawks are not main targets of
376 bird-hu en though the hawks have been known to hunt small farm animals.
389
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“The Ermine” Reading Fluency #11

The ermine is also called the short-tailed

7 | weasel. Ermines weigh less than one pound. In the ermine
16 | summer, their coats are brown. Their stomachs are
24 | white. But, when it turns cold, their coats turn nivores
33 | white. Ermines have long necks and bodies, but
41 | short legs. Their heads are shaped like triangles Omink

49 | with two pink ears. &

53 Ermines live in Canada, Alaska, Euro

60 | Asia. They like to live in cold places. E fihd rocks to live by.

74 | They make lots of homes in between the s. In fall, ermines shed
87 | their brown coats. Their white coats match the snow in the

100 | winter. If they cannot be seen, the

Q t be eaten!

110 Ermines are carnivores. Mostly t rabbits. With their sharp teeth,
121 | they are able to catch prey much biggcMdn themselves. But, they also like to
136 | eat rodents and small insects. Durfig§ wihtertime, ermines will use their sharp
149 | claws to dig under snow. Under t{1fggifow, they can often find food to eat. They
164 | also use their claws for buryingQ

173 Male ermines become a at one year of age. Females become adults
185 | much faster, at only two mgh age. Females have ten to thirteen babies
199 | every year. Baby ermine agh only about as much as a coin! At eight weeks

214 | of age, the mother teacHfs @lem how to hunt. After that, females leave their
228 | mothers. Males stay Wil Iheir mothers until the next spring. Males never help
241 | raise any of the bal CH mines live for about four to seven years. They live,
256 | eat, and hunt on gagi™¥3gh. However, they sometimes communicate with each

268 | other throug *Ermines have an excellent sense of smell.

278 In colonial hi¥ ermines were once used as furs for coats. The Kings and Queens of England often
296 wore ermine on s. The ermine was known as a symbol of purity in Europe, because of its bright

316 white color. Er ur was only harvested in the winter, when the ermine was totally white and had shed its
336 brown coat f er. Even today, in some areas of Japan, the ermine is considered a symbol of good luck,
355 because of iendly appearance.

361 mine fur is still popular. In some countries, an ermine coat is just as prized as is a mink coat.

381 Ermines close to extinction. The Endangered Species List rates them as “not a concern.” In fact, they
400 spre quickly and ermines are even overpopulated in parts of Europe.
413

Total NMamber of Words Read Total Number of Words Read

- Total Number of Mistakes - Total Number of Mistakes

= Total Number of Words Read = Total Number of Words Read

View/Purchase Reading Fluency Toolkit

The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Assessment-based Instruction ©2024 Pennington Publishing 20



https://penningtonpublishing.com/products/reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit?utm_source=preview_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit

“The Armadillo” Reading Fluency #12

Armadillos are made to dig. They

6 | have short, strong legs. These legs are good illos

14 | for finding food. Most armadillos have bony t

21 | plates on their tails. Armadillos also have unately
28 | shells on their backs. They are mostly late

35 | brown, and they have short pointy ears.

42 Armadillos are about the same length asggcogmon house cats.
52 | Armadillos live all over America. They moseke near rivers or
62 | lakes. They like to dig holes for their homgs: adillos often stay

74 | in the shade under trees. But, they also stay under the homes
88 | of people. Some armadillos will mak@ home underneath your

98 | house or in your backyard.

104 Armadillos are omnivores, si o eat some dead birds. However,
115 | they mostly eat plants and bugs, insteg meat. Their diet consists mainly of
129 | ants, beetles, and worms. They dd ve very sharp teeth, so most of what
144 | they eat must be very easy to che® adillos do have sharp claws, and they
159 | dig for bugs. Also, they use these s to tear apart rotten wood to search for
175 | ants. Armadillos can eat up te 00 ants in one meal!

186 Female armadillos g a to their babies in nests. These nests are
198 | usually dug into the groupd¥§gr protection. Once per year, female armadillos
210 | get pregnant and lay judfor® egg. From this egg hatches four baby

223 | armadillos. All the bad®ggs,look the same. These armadillos will usually live to
236 | be ten to fifteen yeq . Most of the time, armadillos like to live by

252 | themselves. Somgé

262 | out to each oghg (h grunting noises.

269 0 swim, and they are quite talented at it. They usually use their arms and legs to
288 dog paddle thro S or streams. Armadillos can also go underwater, if they want. They can hold their
306 breath for four minutes at a time. And, because their heavy shell makes it hard for them to float, they
328 breathe air i irbodies to stay afloat, just like inflating a raft.

341 U nately, most species of armadillos are endangered. Only one species seems to be increasing
355 in numb e-banded armadillo. Many armadillos are dying off because of people. As people populate
370 more an land, armadillos are losing their natural habitats. Also, the pets that people bring with them to
387 live i rmadillo habitats present problems. Sometimes dogs have been known to kill these interesting
405 cre till, there are many nine-banded armadillos left in the world.

417

Total Number of Words Read Total Number of Words Read
- Total Number of Mistakes - Total Number of Mistakes

View/Purchase Reading Fluency Toolkit

The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Assessment-based Instruction ©2024 Pennington Publishing 21



https://penningtonpublishing.com/products/reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit?utm_source=preview_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit

“The Orca” Reading Fluency #13

The orca is also called the killer whale.
8 | An orca 1s a black and white dolphin. Orcas octopuses
17 | have white chests and sides. They also have
25 | white spots above their eyes. The rest of the
34 | body is black. Each orca has a large fin on its
45 | back. Orcas are very large. One killer whale

53 |can be as long as two cars! Their great size egthem very strong.
67 Killer whales can be found all over the In fact, killer
79 | whales live in all five oceans. They also.l' me seas. Orcas like

even been known to
different places. But,
aces during summer.
ea.” They are called wolves,
s diet is mainly made up of large
at other water animals too. Some of
ses, and reptiles. Rarely, orcas will eat
n to eat seals, sea lions, and other whales.
lue whales, which are the largest animals
s of food each day!

92 | cold water more than warm water. The
104 | swim under ice! Each season, orcas

116 | every year, they come back to the s
127 Orcas are known as the “wolve,
140 | because they hunt in packs. A killer
155 | salmon. But, orcas have been kno
169 | their prey includes tuna, sharks, o
181 | mammals. They have also bee
194 | Some have even been seen e
207 | on earth. Orcas eat up to SG#
220 At fifteen years of 320N
232 | single baby, called a cal§ ofice every five years. Nearly half of all newborn
246 | calves die before turnifg
260 | These groups each T
273 | other pods. Orca ggc®
285 | their groups ¥

299 | travel with egal

eir own language, which is different than that of
sounds like loud screaming. Killer whales hunt with

er during hunting.

306 Throug TMgory, commercial whaling—the business of killing whales for food, blubber, and oil-has
320 been commo haling has reduced the orca population significantly. Additionally, orcas have been shot
335 or even borgled Bsome governments, because orcas are such good hunters that they compete with
352 commercigLITS@@rmen and reduce the supply of fish to catch.
362 [ :1ligence, trainability, and beauty of orcas have made them popular attractions at many zoos
377 and ibits. Orcas are not listed as endangered or threatened, although, numbers have declined in
393 SOMg Mof the world. The orca population especially thrives in the Antarctic ocean.
407
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“The Anteater” Reading Fluency #14

The anteater 1s a strange looking

6 | animal. A giant anteater’s body is very vari

13 |long. It is about as long as a person’s body. au

23 | Giant anteaters have long, rough hair and a ually
31 |dark, bushy tail. Some giant anteaters are erable

38 | brown, while others are gray. All giant

45 | anteaters have a black stripe. They also @
52 | have a very long tongue, which they use to c%ugs to eat.
T

65 Giant anteaters live in grasslands an ests. They are

75 | mostly from South America. They alsof\ North America, too.
86 | They find their food in wet forest ar y spend the whole day
99 | searching for food. They make their in a hole at the bottom of

113 | a tree or in a hollow log. Giant wf\ can live near people or

127 | away from them.

130 Searching on the ground or 1
143 | of insects. Their favorite foods 2
155 | thousands of insects in just a fg
169 | from far away. Since they do
185 | to break down their food. {
197 | to pick up many insects
212 | they can come back
223 In the autumn g
234 | baby anteaters are
248 | first year of theiy
263 | Then, after adigV
275 | short trips. Egng
288 | live on thei

295 SomglN@RLCTs are active in the day while sleeping at night, but others are just the opposite. They are
313 light sleeperSigmd they will wake up at the slightest sound around them. They protect themselves from

331 predatorg W J teir powerful claws. One of their worst predators is the jaguar.

344 alls are by far the biggest threat to the wild giant anteater population. As humans continue to

364 epr habitat by destroying forests and constructing buildings, the giant anteater population decreases.

giant anteaters find and eat a variety

and termites. Giant anteaters can eat
#hutes! These anteaters can smell their food

o lave any teeth, they use rocks in their mouths
dMeaters have sticky tongues that allow them
c. They do not destroy the insects’ habitat so that
Mother time.
), giant anteaters find mates. After about six months,
iant anteaters only have one baby at a time. For the
gaby giant anteaters will ride on their mothers’ backs.

381 The nsidered vulnerable to extinction.
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“The Elephant” Reading Fluency #15

Elephants are the biggest land animals.

6 | They have huge trunks. They use these to resegrchers
14 | eat and drink. Under an elephant’s trunk are
22 | tusks. Tusks look like big, white bananas.
29 | They help elephants dig and fight. An

36 |elephant’s skin is mostly gray or brown.

43 | They have large floppy ears on the sides of t :
54 Elephants live in Africa and Asia. Afric phants have large

64 | ears, while Indian elephants have smallir ephants live in
74 | places with a lot of grasses, trees, and s " They also live by

87 | ponds and lakes. Sometimes they wa iles to find food and
08 | water. Many elephants live in zoos hout the world.

108 Elephants are herbivores. They, out sixteen hours every day
118 | finding food! Most of their diet is m. of grasses. Other foods include
132 | leaves, bamboo, twigs, and fruit. en eat flowers. Elephants use their
144 | trunks to pull food from trees or e ground. They can eat up to 300

160 | pounds of food in just one day usually drink water once or twice a day,
176 | but some elephants will eve ee days before taking a drink.

188 Elephant family grou ade up of females and their babies. The
200 | babies are called calves. mily groups are called /erds and can be as
214 | small as three or four o ge as twenty-five. Females without babies

227 | usually follow moth ants and help them. This prepares the females to be
238 | good mothers. Yo es leave the herd between ages ten and thirteen.

252 | Older females 1 protect young calves from other animals.

263 Elephants gre the most intelligent land animals. In fact, they have the largest brains of any
281 living animal in th ven whales. According to researchers, elephants are able to express human-like
297 feelings, such as g Wion and grief. Elephants are very similar to humans. They are the only animals

314 known to have #ereny when a fellow elephant dies. When an elephant is hurt, others will band together to
334 help it. Elep
352 themselves
353 Sism beginning of time, elephants have been threatened by humans. Alexander the Great and
368 Hannibalug€dlihem in war to defeat their enemies. In recent years, elephants have been illegally hunted for

386 their j s. The elephant population is officially endangered. There are only about half of a million left
404 in th today.
408
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“The Ilguana” Reading Fluency #16

Iguanas are types of lizards. They are

7 about five feet long with their tails. These iguanas

15 | animals are green or grayish-green. Their bu

21 | skin is rough. They have plenty of bumps i

29 | on their backs. Green 1iguanas have long ether

36 | fingers and claws to help them climb. These
44 | animals look heavy, but they are not. They ar e fast.
56 | Their teeth are sharp and strong.

61 These 1guanas are mainly from Sout
71 | can be found in Mexico and Florida. The
83 | and they often climb in trees. They ¢
98 | tree and land without being hurt. Gr

110 | hook onto trees. X
114 Green iguanas are mainly herbj
125 | fruits. The plum is one of the fav
139 | green iguanas mainly eat plants, t
152 | fish, and insects. Some wild g
166 |eggs. Baby iguanas have a di
176 Iguanas usually pref
188 | groups in sunny areas.
203 | all their eggs in a hole t
219 | dig more burrows th
232 | eggs. After a fema
247 | eggs hatch by th
261 | about five 1g

ca. But, they also
ally live near water,
from the top of a very tall
uanas use their claws to

. They feed on flowers, leaves, and
ds of the green iguana. Although

so have been seen eating mice, dead
anas have even been known to eat bird

t diet than full-grown iguanas.

alone. However, they can be found living in
pcuanas lay about fifty eggs at a time. They lay
ig in the ground called a burrow. Sometimes, they
use to trick animals that may want to eat their

a lays her eggs, she never returns to the hole. The

, and the babies will grow up without parents. Only
vive each batch of eggs.

272 Many peo United States and Mexico want to have iguanas for pets, but iguanas are difficult to
290 keep and care f animals are considered to be exotic pets, because they are unusual and require special
309 treatment. Becau® increasing demand, hunting for iguanas can be very profitable, though some states
324 prohibit igu g altogether. Now, more and more iguanas are being raised on iguana farms to sell as
341 pets.
344 I merica, some people have other uses for iguanas. These people, mostly living in remote
360 rainfores ons, actually eat green iguanas. Those that eat these lizards refer to iguanas as “bamboo
376 chic r “chickens of the trees.” However, iguanas are not part of the normal diet in most South American
394 hous . The overall green iguana population is healthy and in balance.
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“The Otter” Reading Fluency #17

The otter lives on land and in fresh or

9 saltwater. Otters have long, slim bodies.

16 | Their arms and legs are very short. Most

24 | otters have sharp claws on their feet. Their
32 | tails are strong and long. They have two

40 | layers of fur. The top layer is hard and thick.
50 | Under that is a softer, thinner layer. This fur lggeps otters warm, even

63 |in cold water. Otters have a lot of hair, maki ir fur very dense.
77 There are thirteen different types gf the world. They
88 | live almost everywhere. Otters live by » creeks, seas, and

98 | oceans. Some even live in swamps! ater otters spend most of

n trees or rocks for homes.
uch. Sea otters use plants to

110 | their time on land. They use small
124 | But, sea otters do not go on landy

139 | sleep on when they are in the w,
147 Otters eat mostly fish. How
158 | and mice. Some otters have bec
170 | Rarely, otters will eat small 1
183 | hunters. The normal otter wi
197 | Nursing mothers will hun
212 | food using their teeth, b
221 Most otters st
235 | Africa can start havj
250 | about two months,

ey also eat lobsters, clams, shrimp,
Xxperts at opening clams and shellfish.

als or birds. Otters are very active

for about three to four hours a day.

ght hours a day! Many otters will catch their
e use their claws.

g babies at about five years of age. But, otters in
ies at just one year old! Most otters are pregnant for
t sea otters. For sea otters, pregnancy lasts about six
263 | months. Otters es each year. Otters ferociously defend their babies
274 | against any emale otters feed their babies for about six months

289 | before the bgge¥egin to hunt for themselves.

294 Otters helr mouths to produce sounds and communicate with each other. Giant otters are the
303 loudest of al
327 by scent. tom of their tails, they have openings that send out their scent.

there are still many otters, they are generally considered as vulnerable to extinction. Many

343
358 700 par@ rescued and rehabilitated otters, especially sea otters. Efforts to reintroduce otters into the wild

375 in A ashington, and California have been very successful. Still, the otter population remains
389 thr y fish shortages, human destruction of habitat, and water pollution.
400
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“The Umbrella Bird” Reading Fluency #18

The umbrella bird does not carry an

7 umbrella. It does live in the rainforests. This umbrella

I5 | bird gets its name from its head feathers. These

24 | feathers face forward and cover its face like an st

33 | umbrella. Umbrella birds are about twelve to nishing

40 | eighteen inches long.
43 They also have a long piece of skin calle& S
52 | awattle that hangs down from their necks. T have wattles like
64 | these. But, umbrella birds have even bi . some of these

75 | wattles are as long as the birds. It’s amaziig¥hat the birds do not

89 | lose their balance when standing on anhes. The wattles help
100 | them chirp very loudly. In fact, umb irds are some of the

112 | noisiest birds in the rainforests. \

117 Most umbrella birds live in Ce merica and in the northern areas of
129 | South America. They stay in the ns when they are having babies. They
142 | live in the tropical rainforest lowla e rest of the time. They make their
156 | homes in the tallest trees. This 4 e most of the sunlight is found.

171 Umbrella birds are om , so they eat both meat and plants.

182 | Umbrella birds move up he trees of the rainforest looking for prey.
196 | Once they find an anima ge insect, they grab it with their beaks. Then,
211 | they knock it out by s g it against a tree branch. Finally, they eat it.

226 | Umbrella birds will s, lizards, and small rodents. They also like to eat

240 | fruit.

241 Males look for s in an interesting way. They sit up in a tree all day long. While they sit,
261 they use their wattles oud sound. It sounds like someone banging on a big metal trash can. The
283 females can hear t hroughout the forest. If they are looking for a mate, they can follow the sound to
304 where the males a . Then, the female picks which male it likes best.

318 Umbrellg@hir e in danger of extinction because their habitat is rapidly diminishing. Forests are

333 being quickly ut in Central America and in northern South America to plant crops or graze livestock.
351 The actions gt le take to expand farmland or get more grazing land affect other animals and their
369 habitats. It ertainly be a shame to lose these interesting umbrella birds.
382

er of Words Read Total Number of Words Read

umber of Mistakes - Total Number of Mistakes

umber of Words Read = Total Number of Words Read

View/Purchase Reading Fluency Toolkit

The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Assessment-based Instruction ©2024 Pennington Publishing 27



https://penningtonpublishing.com/products/reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit?utm_source=preview_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit

“The Bear” Reading Fluency #19

13
21
9
38
46
92
64
78
90
103

116
127
139
152
165
178
191
201
213
227
234
253

267
274
291
307
325
339
357
372
389
399

Bears are some of the most powerful

wild animals. Different bears have different ma als
colors of fur. Brown bears can have brown, or ed
blonde, and black fur. Their tails are about ionally
as long as their heads. Bears are very strong. roduced
Some bears are big, and some are small.
Male bears are bigger than females. @

There are few brown bears left in the They mainly live

in Russia and 1n the United States. Bro
but they were killed where humans sett
in the open country where there are
forests. Bears build dens in Wthh t

bears dig under trees or someti
Brown bears are omnivores.
meats. They mainly like to eat lea
they also eat fish, insects, and s
Yellowstone have been know
Occasionally, these bears wi
break into cars and homes
Over the summer
mates. They remain
Males compete with
about one to four b
without hair. Th

how to hunt,
The Cali
early 1900s, gri

sed to live all over,
own bears like to live
ins. Others like to live in
. Dens are large holes that

e sides of hills.

t a variety of different plants and

rries, roots, fungi, and sprouts. But

als like raccoons. Brown bears in
up to 40,000 moths in one day!

eer or moose. They have been known to

od as well.

s, brown bears look for other brown bears for

same mates from several days to a few weeks.

males for their partners. Each year, females have

called cubs. Cubs are born blind, without teeth, and

with their mothers for two to four years and learn

defend themselves.
ate Flag features a large type of brown bear called a grizzly. Although, since the
s have been extinct in California. Grizzly bears were wiped out by organized
hunting, spon d paid for by the California state government, because these bears were such a threat to
humans and ‘ . The grizzly habitat did not mix well with the human habitat.
W e brown bear is not a main concern on the endangered species list, some sub-species of the
threatened. Specifically, the grizzly bear is facing endangerment. Some organizations want to

reintro bears to their previous habitats in the Western United States. One of the largest grizzly reserves
is Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming.
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“The Camel” Reading Fluency #20

The camel is a special animal. Camels
7 | live in some of the driest places on earth.
16 | Camels have very long necks and large

23 | nostrils. They are most famous for their

30 | humps on their backs. Most camels have
37 |just one hump, but some have two. They
45 | have long, skinny legs and very large feet.
53 Camels live in the hottest places on e
64 | hump mostly live in the deserts of Africa, 1a, and Australia.

75 | Another type of camel with two humps only in the Gobi Desert
87 | of Asia. Most camels are cared for b n owners. People ride

99 | their camels on the hot desert sang. also use camels to carry
112 | things for them. Some people th camels are mean and kick

124 | and spit. This is not true. Ca very helpful and smart.

137 Camels can last an entire w, thout eating food or drinking water!
149 | Camel owners will feed them g ains, wheat, and oats. The camels slowly
161 | digest their food. They spit it chew it again. Although many people

175 | think that camels store wate ir humps, this is not true. The humps are
189 | made of fatty tissue and thg s nelp camels last longer between meals.

204 These animals ge, live for about thirty to forty years. When

215 | females are about fi of age, they are ready to have babies. Females are
229 | pregnant for about t months before having their babies. They usually

240 | have one baby, but ve twins.

248 Throughout hij e s have been used in warfare because camels can walk lengthy distances
262 without growing t" 4 st recorded use of camels in battle was in 547 B.C. when Cyrus the Great of
282 Persia rode camels i e. But, camels were not only used in the military during the ancient times. In the
302 mid-nineteenth ¢ e United States rode camels to patrol the California-Mexico border. And, recently
316 United Nations ekCeping troops in Africa have been using camels for transportation.

328 Mo orld’s camels currently are domesticated. However, there are about 900 Bactrian

342 (Asian) ca n the wild. They live in China and Mongolia where they are threatened by illegal mining,
g. Many efforts to help increase the population of wild Asian camels have been made, but

361 wolves,
379 they ha ttle success.
384
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“The Dog” Reading Fluency #21

Dogs are kept as pets everywhere in the

8 | world. They are known as “man’s best friends.” isonous
16 | Dogs have different sizes, shapes, and colors. Big ¢
24 | dogs can be as big as wolves. Small dogs can be
35 | as small as house cats. Most dogs have a tail. tacle
45 | Some tails are long and straight, while others ar utered

54 | curly, short, or twisted.

58 Different kinds of dogs have different Q
64 | abilities. Humans have used dogs to helg &

72 | people. Dogs also help the police. Dogs help to guide the blind.
85 | They can hunt, herd, and guard. Dog@ very good hearing. They

97 | can hear four times as far as people can also smell better than
111 | most animals, too. Dogs are ve N and helpful to people.

L

122 Unlike most carnivores, dogs pust cat meat. Besides meat, they eat
134 | vegetables, grains, eggs, and even%ome human food, however, is very
146 | dangerous to dogs. Chocolate, opt grapes, raisins, and some nuts can hurt
158 | dogs. Some plants and flower an be dangerous to dogs. Dog owners
171 | must be very careful not to fi ir dogs anything that may be poisonous to
186 | their digestive systems.

189 Dogs have been fe
200 | thousands of dogs co
210 | and their trainers pr
222 | in “dog shows.” D

235 | performance in iy

247 | stars of telev
253 In the Uni
270 million dogs in

in contests and in entertainment. Every year,
dog agility championships. Hard-working dogs
or months on obstacle courses. Also, dogs compete
ers have their dogs judged on beauty, grooming, and
allenges. Some dogs, such as Lassie, have been the

ows and movies.

s and some countries, there is a dog overpopulation problem. There are over 73
d States alone. That is almost one dog for every four people! Adult dogs should be
avoid having unwanted puppies. Lovable dogs can be adopted from many animal

290 spayed or neu

306 shelters at li

310 Mo e world’s dogs are owned by humans as pets, but there are still some wild packs of dogs in
331 Africa a@. ome wild species of dogs, like the African Wild Dog, face some challenges as humans

349 contin ad into their habitat.
355
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“The Fox” Reading Fluency #22

There are over twenty types of foxes in the

9 | wild. Red foxes are one type of fox. They have tepritories
19 | black ears and feet. Their tails are bushy and white le

29 | at the tip. Some red foxes are not red, but most of ificant
41 | them are. Red foxes can see, smell, and hear better osystems

51 | than humans. Even though they have short legs,

59 | they can run very fast. In winter, red foxes grQw
69 | extra fur to help keep them warm.

76 Red foxes are found in many diffege
84 | They can be found in North America, E
95 | They mostly live in open grassy area
108 | humans as much as they can. Some
120 | Wherever they live, red foxes e

131 | they can raise their families a
142 Foxes are omnivores. Their
153 | fruit. Red foxes’ favorite foods
167 | rats. Once they find their prey g
183 | too fast for most of their vict

, Australia, and Asia.
foxes try to hide from
xes live in forests.

their own territories. There,

homes for their babies.

ges from small mammals to birds and
ents. They like to eat small mice and
ard for their prey to escape. Red foxes are
ometimes, red foxes will even eat leftover

197 | food from humans like or r vanana peels. Red foxes hunt alone. Once
210 | they find food, they do e it.
220 Female red fo ave about five to six babies. The babies are called
233 | cubs. Cubs are born The red foxes make special homes for their babies
247 | called dens. Red f p their cubs along for the first five weeks of their
262 | lives. After the ive weeks old, they leave their dens.
275 Unlike w n foxes do not form packs. They mainly stay to themselves. Sometimes, territories
290 that are next to each ay overlap, but red foxes often fight each other over their territories. Each territory
309 has only one ma te (or sometimes mates), and their cubs. Throughout their territory, red fox families
327 build multiple en, they will take over other animals’ dens. The same dens are used by each generation
346 of foxes. Re Stay in their home territories for life.
358 significant predators of foxes are humans, coyotes, and wolves. Humans kill red foxes for
374 their fur es are important to the ecosystems in their habitats, because they control the rodent and
392 rabbit ns. Although the red fox population may soon decrease due to overhunting in their habitats, as
408 of n oxes are not in danger of extinction.
419
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“The Goose” Reading Fluency #23

The goose 1s a medium to large bird.

8 The plural of goose is geese. There are Canadian

16 | many kinds of geese in the world. One kind esp ly

25 | 1s the Canadian goose. Canadian geese are mi ry

32 | beautiful birds. They have a gray body unities
39 | with a white chest and chin. Their heads 0

47 | and necks are black.

51 Canadian geese like to live close to wat metimes they

to move, they fly
. On long flights, the
birds in front get tired
at the rear of the wedge.

61 | move from one place to another. When the
74 | together. They fly in a V-shape called a
87 | birds change places. They do this be
100 | from flying into the wind. It’s easier

115 | When they fly, the geese like to h dly.

124 Canadian geese eat a lot of gra n they eat, they grab the grass in
139 | their bills and then jerk their head out the grass. Geese will eat most
155 | any plant that grows near water, e weed! The geese also eat wheat, rice,
169 | and corn. Of course, this means rmers usually don’t like Canadian geese
182 | to visit often.

d, they look for mates. The partners usually

emale lays about six eggs at a time. Both the

214 | mother and the father g e nest. Lots of animals like to eat their eggs, so

230 | they have to watch t arefully. The female has to be especially careful,
er feathers before the eggs are hatched, so she

244 | because she loses s
258 |can’t fly.
260 These geese a W migratory. This means that they lay eges and hatch their chicks in cold

185 When geese are two
198 | stay together all their lives¢

277 climates, but fly s er areas to spend the winter. However, for reasons that scientists don’t fully
295 understand, many geese are now remaining in the warmer climates all year long. This has created
312 problems for so unities because these geese have permanently settled anywhere where there is water.
327 Golf courses an ing developments with small lakes now have the geese as unwanted guests. These geese

344 can be very because they aggressively defend their territories, they can injure people who come too
362 close.
d

to live only in North America. Now they are in Europe, too. Their numbers are growing

363
381 due to th at many of their natural predators, such as the bald eagle, red fox, and gray wolf are
402 decli en the balance of animals changes in nature, some animal populations can grow larger than their

419 habi allow. This seems to be the case with the overpopulation of Canadian geese in some areas.
437
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“The Horse” Reading Fluency #24

Horses are some of the most important

7 animals. At the bottom of their four long legs, hooyes

16 |they have hooves. Hooves are like human nails, d ed

24 | but stronger and thicker. Horses have long ption
31 |necks and long heads. Their necks have special vious

39 | hair called a mane. Their eyes are big, so they

49 | can see all around them. Horses come in mangdifferent colors.
60 People ride horses. They ride them to w cattle ranches.

for fun. Farmers
serve their owners best.
ay. Some owners feed
iding or working horses
er at all times.

71 | They race them at racetracks. They also.
83 | use them to work on farms. Better fed h
95 | Horse owners feed their horses fresh
106 | their horses grains such as corn and%
118 | drink a lot of water. They need t

131 Wild horses, also called musta pve in the Western United States,

142 | Western Canada, and parts of Sou hina. Most wild horses live on wide,
155 | open grasslands and eat grass, fl ; and other plants. Other wild horses live
167 | in forests. In the winter, when s not available, they will eat the bark off
183 | trees.

185 Female horses are pr; r almost a full year. Usually, they have

197 | only one baby, called a f a time. Horses reach full growth at about four

213 | to five years of age.

229 | head male and one
236 Wild horses are de
253 lower set tails than horse
273 wolves have been elimj

290 lions are the exce
294 In 1978, a ne
313 population to su
331 than the previou®
347 adopted by

1d, horses live in groups, under the control of one

male.

live in rough habitats. They usually have shorter backs, fuller manes, and
farms. The average horse lives for about twenty years in the wild. Since
st areas where wild horses live, wild horses face few predators. Mountain

al law in the United States required that lands be improved to allow the wild horse
ce then, the wild horse population has seen a steady increase of about 15-20% more
ers. In addition, since the 1970s, over 175,000 wild horses have been tamed and

this time, the wild horses in the United States and Southern China face no threat of

367 extinction. autiful animals continue to thrive on the farm, on ranches, in riding stables, and now in the
385 | wild.
389
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“The Jackrabbit” Reading Fluency #25

The jackrabbit is not really a rabbit. It is

9 a hare. Jackrabbits don’t make good pets. They
17 | are wild animals. Rabbits make very good pets.
25 | Both do look alike. Usually, jackrabbits are a
33 | little larger than rabbits. Jackrabbits are famous
40 | for their large, floppy ears. They can be brown
49 | or white with some black color. They are :

¢

57 |covered in fur.

60 Jackrabbits can move very quickly. very fast. They
70 | can run up to 45 miles per hour. They af% very high and far.

85 | Their speed and leaping help jackrab away from danger

95 | sometimes. Foxes, coyotes, owls, s awks, and people like to
105 | hunt them. They can be a very ta@er.

114 Jackrabbits live most everywh e world. They make their homes
125 | above ground in simple nests. Rab e underground in tunnels called

136 | burrows. Jackrabbits don’t build n or their babies, but rabbits do

147 | build nests. Jackrabbit babies with complete fur and with their eyes
160 | open, while rabbit babies hav and their eyes are closed.

172 Jackrabbits are herbi is means that they only eat plants. They
183 | especially enjoy lettuce er vegetables. Jackrabbits can be unwelcome
193 | visitors to a vegetable ﬁcause they eat so much. Farmers keep dogs
206 | and cats to scare aw ackrabbits. Jackrabbits are most active at night.
219 | They look for food it’s dark. During the day, they rest in shady, grassy

234 | areas. They keep g ears flat against their backs and they crouch low to
249 | the ground tog ing seen.

255 Many cult interesting stories and myths about jackrabbits. In some African cultures,
268 Jackrabbits are ¢ to be tricksters. This means that people think that these hares are smart trouble-
285 makers that have S@gial powers. Some Africans believe that jackrabbits are bad luck. Americans believe that

300 a rabbit’s fog luck. From the Arabian culture, The Tortoise and the Hare is one of Aesop’s most
313 famous fable?

332 I cultures, jackrabbits play a huge role in literature and myths. The hare is a key animal in
341 the Chin ndar. The “Year of the Rabbit” is actually the “Year of the Hare.” The Chinese also see the
361 impri e jackrabbit in the moon. The shadows of the seas on the moon surface do produce an image that
382 looks ackrabbit. The image certainly looks more like a jackrabbit than the “man in the moon.”
400
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“The Kangaroo” Reading Fluency #26

Kangaroos are one of few animals in the wild
9 that jump more than they run. Their ears are long European

19 | and pointed. But, kangaroos stand like humans. s ment

26 | And, they hop like frogs! Their coat 1s mostly iy ation

35 | brown with white on the bottom. Some even have termination
44 | gray coats. They have long, powerful tails. asmanian

51 | Kangaroos are famous for the pouches on theig o

59 | bellies. They carry their babies in these pouc

67 In the wild, kangaroos are only fo* e continent—

77 | Australia. Different types of kangaroos different areas, but
87 | mostly they live in grasslands near \N)Qome live 1n forests and
99 | still others live right outside of thg c@ ecently, the kangaroo

110 | habitat has increased.
113 Like cows, kangaroos must e
128 | again before they can store it. So
141 | graze during the middle of the d
155 | they can find green plants that

g food, spit it back up, and then eat it
aroos graze at night, while others
garoos mostly eat grass and leaves. If
dead, they do not need to drink water.
171 | Kangaroos have special teet e designed for eating grasses. After they
183 | wear out, their back teeth d new teeth grow in their place.

197 Most kangaroos ly one baby, called a joey, at a time. The joey is
212 | warmed in its mothe and rides comfortably as she hops. At about nine
225 | months, the joey leay®Wgs mother’s pouch for short periods. It stays with its
238 | mother for a total © ateen months before fully leaving her. Kangaroos

251 | move in groups. # A ps are made up of one male, several females, and
264 | their young. @;O0%gs can consist of hundreds of kangaroos.

275 When k: op around, they use their powerful hind legs to push themselves off the ground.
291 Their upper legs,dfc Sggng, too. In fact, there have even been boxing events between kangaroos and men. The
309 kangaroos alwaySSn. Kangaroos are very fast and can reach speeds of up to forty miles per hour! Also, when
329 kangaroos a ing slowly, they often use their tail as an extra leg to help move themselves along.
348 Be uropean settlement in Australia, kangaroos were endangered. But, as the Europeans prepared
361 lands fo ing with added irrigation, the kangaroo population grew. Since the massive extermination of the
376 kang n predator, the Tasmanian wolf, kangaroos have even overpopulated some areas.
389
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“The Lion” Reading Fluency #27

Lions are the second biggest cats in

7 | the wild. Mostly, lions are light brown. savannahs
14 | But, they also come in darker colors. Male bu s
22 | lions have very large manes. The mane 1s s

30 | made up of many small dark hairs on the side ards

40 | and back of the head. Lions are heavier than
49 | two people put together, but as fast as cars ovgg sort distances!

61 In Africa, lions can be found on the sa s. These are the
73 | grassy areas with shady trees. Central a rn Africa have

83 | many savannahs. Lions also live in IndidNg¥course, they are very

95 | popular zoo animals. In America alo e are hundreds of lions in

107 | zoos.

108 In the wild, lions eat mainly 13g& als. They like to eat zebras,

121 | buffaloes, and even elephants. Somey they eat smaller animals or reptiles
132 | as well. They even might attack | (cows) in villages for food. Often,
145 | lions will steal food from hyenas 4
158 | prey. Lions hunt in packs and ys®#fategic attacks to kill their food. All female
172 | lions hunt, but only some mal s will hunt. If a male has a mate, he will not
189 | hunt. In the zoo, keepers gi p beef and horse tails to eat.

204 Female lions usua pe birth every two years. When they give birth,
216 | they usually have about
231 | cubs survives the fir
246 | to hunt. Lions live
260 | prides, may eve

years of life. After two years of age, lions are taught
e groups of females with few males. Groups, called
forty lions.

new pride, it is not uncommon for him to kill all the cubs in the pride that are

268 When a 1gal e
291 unable to run frony\ ills the cubs to ensure that all the future cubs in the pride will share his blood.
315 Although the acj& s no natural predators, the main job of male lions is to protect the pride and its

S

336 territory. Both s females defend against outside lions that try to join their pride. In the wild, lions live

356 about fifteen
360 Li ulnerable to extinction. Massive efforts to expand the habitat of lions and provide them
376 with suffigs y have been somewhat successful. Thousands of years ago, lions used to roam the lands in

394 North a
415 hum:
420

America, as well as in Europe and Asia. Scientists believe they died off in these areas due to
al expansion and disease.
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“The Mouse” Reading Fluency #28

The mouse is a very small animal. A mouse
9 is one kind of rodent. It is not a little rat. Two or disgoveries

21 | more are called mice. Mice are only about six c ter
30 |inches long. That includes a very long, thin tail. virus
39 | They are white, brown, or gray. Their whiskers ourceful
47 | are also long. They have pink, round ears. Most

56 | mice run along the ground. Some can hop. &

64 Mice can be found everywhere in the w

72 | They live in grassy fields or forests. Th? pif Inountain areas.
84 | They may also live in the walls of your or apartment! Some
97 | live in science labs. There, they serv jects for study. Mice
109 | have helped scientists make many i nt discoveries.

116 Mice have babies year-round. rage litter size is a dozen. Their

129 | babies are called pups. They are bor
143 | Although mice may live up to tw
161 | live only about six months in the
176 | hawks, and snakes. Mice eat gr
189 | cheese. The cartoon character
199 In the wild, mice can

t hair and their eyes are closed.

in a science lab or as a pet, most mice
hey are favorite meals for cats, foxes,
dent pellets, and of course they love
have always loved their cheese.

ests. They eat farmer’s crops and they can
214 | also spread diseases. Somg e diseases are very serious. Mice are carriers
227 | of the deadly hantavirus@gsofit’s best to not handle wild mice.

239 At home, mice can b dertul pets. They are intelligent and very clean. They like to play and are
258 fun to watch. Mice will allo
279 expression, “as quiet as a
299 sleep on a nest of shred

309 Mice have al
324 clever. They are al?

o hold them and some will even do tricks. They live up to the
properly care for pet mice, you need a special cage or aquarium. They
clean paper.

popular subjects of literature. Mice are usually featured as intelligent and
red to be very resourceful. This means that mice are seen to be good problem-

343 solvers and use thegmeeSWrces to their benefit. They also have starred in animated movies and cartoons. Of
360 course, the most ouse would have to be Walt Disney’s “Mickey Mouse.” “Mickey Mouse™ has
377 appeared in th f movies, cartoons, television shows, and stories.
386
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“The Newt” Reading Fluency #29

The newt looks like a cross between

7 a lizard and a frog. Newts are amphibians. amphibians
15 | They spend some of their lives in water
23 | and some out of water. Newts are part of
32 | the salamander family. They are dry and
39 | bumpy. Other salamanders are wet and
45 | smooth. Newts live mostly on land. Other salagnaggders live in water.

56 | Newts have four legs. Other salamanders ha two. Most
66 | salamanders are less than six inches lon g
T3 Newts are some of the oldest creatu\ earth. They live most

84 | everywhere in the world. They like t shady areas under
97 | rocks, in hollow trees, or in holes th@ dig. The holes are called

111 | burrows. Newts stay close to Wﬁ% use this 1s where they have
123 | their babies.

125 Newts hatch their babies fro . They lay their eggs on top of plants
139 | in streams, ponds, or lakes. The others fold the plants over the eggs to
154 | protect them. The mothers lay wenty eggs, twice per year. The

166 | newborns are called radpoles: ike frogs, they look more like fish when
179 | they are born. They grow eir gills turn into lungs that breath air
194 | after they are born.
198 All newts are ¢
211 | crayfish, and mice.
223 | Sometimes newts
236 | tongues that they

s, so they eat meat. They eat worms, snails, fish,
alk their prey slowly and then pounce quickly.

il the prey walks close by them. Newts have long
atch their unsuspecting meals.

245 Newts havdpg SP@Lal ability to avoid being eaten by predators. Their skin produces a poison that
262 animals have learnegN d. Native Americans in the Northwest used to harvest this poison from newts.
279 They tipped theit ith this poison to kill their enemies. The poison is deadly to humans, so you
298 probably should te test!

302 New
316 pollution has

ons have declined throughout the world, due to destruction of their habitats. Water
ributed greatly to the decline of the salamander population. The use of pesticides by farmers
333 has incre r pollution because they eventually wash into streams, lakes, and rivers. Some countries,
348 such as t d States and Great Britain, have passed laws to protect salamander habitats. It is even against

367 the IQ«::L salamander as a pet in Great Britain.
379
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“The Pig” Reading Fluency #30

The pig 1s also called a hog or a swine. Pigs

11 | have short legs and fat bodies. Their bodies have religions
20 | hair all over. Their heads are big and they have

30 | noses called snouts. Pigs have sharp teeth. Two of
39 | the teeth are called rusks. Pigs have four toes on
49 | each of their four feet. Pigs can be pink, brown,
59 | white, or black.

62 Pigs are found in all areas of the world.
74 | which means that they eat both animals a
85 | are well known for eating just about any
97 | worms, garbage, leaves, grass, fruit,
107 | raised by farmers for food. Pigs pro
118 | and sausage. Pig meat 1s called
129 | against eating pork. Farmers als
140 | which are dried into leather.

151 | many are made from pigs. P
165 Female pigs are called s
178 | twelve babies. The babies a
190 | these piglets and “show” t
204 | beauty, grooming, size,
216 | winning pigs and ca
230 Pigs can’t coo
243 | mud during hot we
258 | sunscreen. Wild
272 | farm crops an

285 | people.

286 Pigs are ¢ of the smartest animals. Pot-bellied pigs have recently become very popular pets. They
302 can be walke s, and they can even be trained to perform tricks. Pigs are used in medical research,
322 because man heir organs closely resemble those of humans.

332 portant cultural characters in countries throughout the world. Pigs have long been favorite
347 subjects ture and cartoons. “Porky the Pig” is one of the most popular animal television characters.

re omnivores,

. Farm-raised pigs
" They will eat insects,
wers. Most pigs are

am, bacon, pork chops,

e religions have rules

pigs for their tough skins,

Is are called “pig skins” because
ir 1s used to make hair brushes.

ey have a litter of between six and

d piglets. Many children and teenagers raise
unty fairs. The pigs are judged upon their
ight. Young people earn medals or ribbons for
11 their pigs to the highest bidders at auction.
elves because they can’t sweat, so they roll in cool
he mud also protects them from flies and acts as a

Just as messy as farm pigs. Wild pigs can destroy
ns. They also can be aggressive and have even attacked

364 “Bab tarred in movies by the same name. The pig is even one of the animals on the twelve-year
384 Chin ¢ of animals. The “Year of the Pig” is part of their calendar.
398
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“The Quail”’ Reading Fluency #31

The quail is a bird that is part of the

10 | pheasant family. These birds all have six pheasant

1’7 | feathers on top of their heads. These feathers co

25 |look like a hat. Quail are mostly gray. They s nding
34 | have black faces. They also have big bellies.

42 | The quail is the state bird of California.

50 Quail live in many parts of the world. In facg quail were

ive in the same
e quail, such as the
inter. These quail fly

62 | brought into many countries. Most types of ¢
74 | place all year. They walk more than they
88 | quail in Japan, do fly to warmer places i

102 | long distances.

104 Quail like stay in small flocks calle s. They like to look

117 | for food with other quail. Quail mostl s, but sometimes they will eat
131 | insects, berries, and leaves. The birds the ground like chickens to find
144 | their food. The quail also like to t together. But, they use dirt, not
159 | water, to clean themselves. A gro ail picks a sunny place with soft dirt.
174 | The quail dig down 1-2 inches i t dirt. They then flap their wings until
189 | the surrounding dirt and dust rs them all. Then, they leave the hole and
203 | flap their wings until the dig
213 Female quail lay m s each year, but about a dozen at one time.
227 | The group of eggs is cal utch. Families combine so that there is always
241 | at least one mother q atch the baby chicks. They hide their nests under
256 | bushes or sometime, because many other animals like to eat quail eggs.

269 | Quail warn each o a variety of calls if there is danger to the clutch.
285 Animals aren’ es that like quail eggs. Many people prefer quail eggs instead of chicken

302 eggs. Some peopl joy pickled quail eggs. In fact, quail eggs are becoming more popular. Quail

319 farmers now raise their eggs and their meat. Quail is served at some of the finest restaurants and
339 some of the best pare these birds in many different ways.

351 Quail h 1s also very popular. Hunters look for quail and when they find them, they “flush” the

369 birds into fligl" uail fly up from the ground very fast, and then they re-settle somewhere else just as
389 fast. The hu ust be ready to shoot and react quickly. Hunters must be good shots in order to get these
410 game bir ranchers invite groups of hunters to hunt quail on their land. These ranchers encourage the
428 growth o ail population on their land because the ranchers charge the hunters to hunt these game birds.
447 Beca e increasing popularity of the quail, the population is certainly growing in some areas. However,
464 the p n is diminishing in expanding urban areas.

472
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“The Raccoon” Reading Fluency #32

A raccoon looks like a masked robber.

7 | Raccoons are mostly gray. But, around their
14 | eyes they have a black mask of fur. They are
24 | medium-sized and furry. They have long, bushy tions

scayengers

31 | tails. Raccoons have short legs and soft paws.

39 | Their claws are very sharp. 0

44 Raccoons live in North America and in P

51 | Europe. They are mainly forest animals. The b trees with their
62 | sharp claws. Climbing helps them escape er animals. Other

84 | same food as people. You might fin oking for food in a trash

98 | can or in a landfill.
103 Instead of sleeping at night an
115 | raccoons sleep during the day and fi
128 | in the day, but most are not. Racc
143 | and animals. They eat mostly ins

72 | raccoons live close to people near towni. coons like to eat the

in the daylight like most animals,
at night. Some raccoons are active
e omnivores, so they eat both plants
ugs, worms, birds, and lizards.

155 | Sometimes, raccoons can be f ting on rocks in a stream, fishing with
167 | their claws. They are also sc rs. That means that they will eat the dead
180 | bodies of animals.

186 Female raccoons will¥gpally have two to five babies at a time. Babies,
199 | called kits, are born blirfll alid deaf. The father has no part in raising the Kits.
215 | After only six to ninc®gggKs, male kits will leave their homes. By that time,
230 | they are ready to fi (Wpeir own food and live by themselves. Most raccoons
244 | live only a few ygs he wild. Most of them end up dying by disease or
261 | sickness. They,8 don’t live long in the wild because of their diet.

274 In the wild N s may be able to weigh up to sixty pounds! This is because they store up fat in their
295 bodies to keep w ng the winter. In the winter months, they stay mostly inactive. Raccoons sleep a lot
314 when it is cold ide. Although they sleep a lot, raccoons do not hibernate like some animals such as bears.
334 They remain can wake up quickly if predators come to attack.

348 Rac ¢ not threatened or endangered. At different points in history, the raccoon population has
363 neared e due to hunting. Their thick fur is prized for coats and hats. But, the population has slowly
382 made a ck in recent history. Still today, professional trappers catch raccoons for their fur. In most
399 plac illegal to keep raccoons as pets, although some people still keep them. They are dangerous to have
418 asp use they may act aggressively in some situations.
429
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“The Seagull” Reading Fluency #33

The seagull is one type of gull. A gull is

10 | just one kind of bird. There are over 1,000 protective
19 | kinds of birds in the world. The seagull is a c s
29 | bird that we often see at the beach. Seagulls ette
38 | are medium to large birds. They are usually vidual

46 | gray or white with some black color. They
54 | have curved yellow bills. They squawk and scEe loudly. Seagulls

64 | are also very smart.

68 Seagulls are found throughout Cang(‘? e United States.
77 | They usually live in coastal areas. Some & nland near lakes and
89 | rivers. Seagulls can drink both fresh twater. They can fly long
101 | distances. Some gulls live on island om the coast. They travel
113 | many miles from their island ho Y day. They visit beaches
124 | and coastal areas to get food.

131 Mothers lay two to three eg
145 | their babies. They take care of t
161 | providing food and protection.
174 | mothers even after they have
185 | family units called colonie
198 | their territories by attackj
209 | been known to attac

ime. Seagulls are very protective of
I up to six months after they are born,
of the babies will remain close to their
up. Seagull families form expanded

ds in the colonies work together to protect
dators as large groups. Some seagulls have
but this is rare.

218 Seagulls are ¢ es, so they eat meat. They mostly eat fish,

229 | shellfish, and small s. However, seagulls will eat anything that people
240 |leave behind. Th at rotting meat and garbage at landfills. They will
253 | even eat left- dy, cigarette butts, and french fries at the beach.

265 The bette t, the longer seagulls live. The average seagull lives 10 to 12 years. However,
282 some have been live much longer. Their life spans also depend upon the type and number of

301 predators in t s’ habitats. Some individual gulls have been known to live over 25 years.

317
333 gather in f;
352 smelly a
372 crack gi
385

ulls can live in many places, they have become problem pests in some areas. They
eas, in landfills, or even on school grounds, looking for food to eat. Their droppings are
to clean. Half of the birds that crash into airplanes are seagulls. Seagulls have been known to
indows and cause much damage if they fly into the engines.

Tota ber of Words Read Total Number of Words Read
- Total Number of Mistakes - Total Number of Mistakes
= Total Number of Words Read = Total Number of Words Read

View/Purchase Reading Fluency Toolkit

The Science of Reading Intervention Program: Assessment-based Instruction ©2024 Pennington Publishing 42



https://penningtonpublishing.com/products/reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit?utm_source=preview_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit

“The Tiger” Reading Fluency #34

Tigers are the largest cats in the wild.
8 | Most tigers have orange and brown coats.
15 | Their stripes are black. Some very rare

22 | tigers are mostly white. Males are longer
29 | than females. Tiger teeth are sharp and very

37 |long.

38 In the wild, tigers live mostly in forests.

46 | But, they also live in the jungle. In the forest gle, tigers can
60 | blend in with their stripes. Tigers must Liv, o water. Unlike

72 | other cats, which avoid water, tigers see
84 | swimmers and can swim up to four ild tigers can only be

97 | found in Asia. Most of them live in #fdséfiam and India.

108 Different types of tigers hunt dili animals, but all tigers are

119 | carnivores. Mostly, tigers eat medium-Siged animals. Common prey includes
128 | boars, pythons, leopards, crocodil®garl monkeys. Tigers hunt alone. They
138 | stalk their prey before attacking A
150 | prey by strangling the prey with g jaws. But, sometimes they will strike
163 | their prey with their paws. A ing their prey, tigers often carry their prey
177 | to other places. Tigers havgf nown to carry heavy livestock while

189 | running and jumping ovegtgees or rocks!

196 Female tigers ha
208 | of age, baby cubs arc¥g
223 | trains the cubs for
240 | training. After trgg
251 | males find ang

t. They are excellent

to leave the den with their mother. The mother

wo and a half years. The father is not involved in this
male cubs find territory near their mothers, while
ale’s territory to challenge and control.

260 Tigers bree ell in zoos. Due to this, the tiger population in zoos may soon equal the entire
279 world’s populati d tigers! An estimated 12,000 tigers are being kept as private pets. [n Texas alone,
297 there are an esti ,000 pet tigers! Only nineteen states have banned private ownership of tigers. Fifteen
314 states requir Se to own one, and sixteen have no rules at all!
328 111 unting, called poaching, has led to the decrease of the tiger population in the wild. An illegal
346 tiger fur S encouraged illegal hunting. Efforts to restore natural habitat to tigers have been successful in
363 India, C d Russia. Projects involving reintroducing tigers into the wild have been largely unsuccessful
379 in In
381
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“The Vulture” Reading Fluency #35

The vulture is not the most beautiful
7 | bird. But, other vultures like the way they Antarctica
I5 |look. They are largely black or brown birds
23 | with white under their wings. Their heads
30 |and necks have no feathers. Their powerful
37 |beaks are curved. Vulture wings are huge.

44 These birds are found on every continentgexgept for Antarctica
54 | and Australia. Vultures are scavengers. That that they eat the
65 |dead bodies of animals. Dead bodies are S rpses. Vultures in

76 | Africa, Asia, and Europe look for corpse

88 |and South America find their corpses
97 When vultures find an animal that i
112 | above the animal. They wait until the i
126 | Sometimes vultures will kill the weake
136 | or in groups. They will eat until fu

152 | leaving. If the hide of an animal is
168 | will wait for other animals to be
184 | remains.
185 Vultures are very im the web of life. They are part of nature’s
199 | recycling. Vultures eat all ¢ smallest pieces and bone. The smallest

211 | pieces are then eaten by posers, such as bugs. The remaining chemicals
223 | can then be used agai ants and animals. Without decomposers and

ight. Those in North

by smell.
» they will circle high in the sky
es to land and begin eating.
imal. Vultures feed individually
en rest to digest the food before

1ck for vultures to tear, the vultures
meal, and then they will clean up what

235 | scavengers, the wor d be covered with dead plants and animals.

246 Even though vultur n important part to play in the web of life, many people fear these birds.
265 Vultures are, of course, (i ed to death. In the Western world, the image of the vulture is very

284 negative. Vultures serve as metaphors for cowardly behavior in literature, in poetry, or in speech. In
300 the Eastern world, theN of the vulture is more positive. Vultures are seen as necessary contributors to the
319 cycle of life. In fagl#™ uddhist death ceremonies encourage vultures to eat dead human corpses.

336 The vulfl opulation in agricultural India, Nepal, and Pakistan has seriously declined in the past
351 decade. This S'due to the fact that medicine used to treat farm animals has poisoned vultures as they
371 eat the medi nimal corpses. As a result, other scavengers such as dogs and rats have taken over for the

391 vultures. mals are more likely than vultures to carry disease, such as rabies, and create health
408 problems ple.

411 q
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“The Wolf” Reading Fluency #36

Wolves are a lot like dogs. But, they are
9 | bigger and stronger than most dogs. Wolves have strategic
17 | strong legs and bodies. They run very fast. They s s

26 | also run for a long time without being tired. e

35 | Wolves have strong paws. They can run on ice parent

44 | and rocks. Wolves have very furry coats. Their riendship
52 | coats can have shades of gray, white, brown, red,

61 | or black.

63 Wolves live in almost all parts of th hey like colder
75 | areas, but they can live in warm areas, me wolves live in

88 | forests. Others live in the mountains s live almost anywhere
98 | except the rainforest and desert.

@r. Since they are fast and strong,
they are. Sometimes, wolves

ategic hunting to surround their prey

not chase their prey. If they cannot

0. Wolves also practice “surplus

mals at once and save them for meals

t even for long periods of time. They have

n days without a meal!

led a pack. A mother and father pair leads each

229 | wolf pack. This pailrxl ny problems within the group and they control the

242 | food. Most of these a ay together for their entire lives. They have babies,
Anl

103 Wolves like to eat sheep, goats
117 | wolves are able to hunt prey much 1
130 | will eat small prey, too. Wolf pac
143 | and strike at the perfect time. Wo
158 | catch it at first, they will usuall
172 | killing,” in which they kill m
186 | later. But, wolves do not ne
201 | been known to gouptos
214 A group of wolv

256 | called pups, and r. within the pack. Wolves are ranked within a pack
269 | by fighting eac arge packs, the ranking of different wolves may
283 | change often: can contain up to twenty wolves, but they most commonly

296 | consist of j
301 Wolves

owl to communicate with each other. Howling allows packs of wolves to
315 communica ch other, because they can hear each other even through very thick forests. Sometimes,
331 wolves how 0 apparent reason. Scientists think that they may howl to bond with each other in a form of

352 friendshi ists compare this type of howling to human singing.
362 ars, wolves were hunted to protect farmers’ livestock. Laws were passed to protect wolves and
378 thes s were reintroduced in some areas. There are now over 9,000 wolves in the United States alone.
396 Rec olves were officially taken off the U.S. Endangered Species List.
407
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“The X-ray Fish” Reading Fluency #37

The x-ray fish is a fish you can

8 see through. These fish have very little skin.
16 | It just covers their bellies. The rest of the
25 | body is covered in a thin silver sac. You

34 | can see the bones of these fish! That is why
44 | they are called x-ray fish. There are a few
53 | spots of color on these fish, but not many.

62 These fish come from South America. pical river areas
72 | have a lot of these little fish. They are fres 1sh, not salt-water
86 | fish. Although, the x-ray fish can live in '’ t any type of water.
99 | Now many of them live in homes cal ariums. Aquariums are
110 | homes that people make for fish an water animals. Aquariums
121 | can be as small as a tiny fishbow, ’(& arge as a football field.

136 X-ray fish don’t like to swim a p or bottom of rivers and

iddle depths. These fish establish
mark out certain spots between plants
e in these spots. Male and female

t they rest close to one another. Males are
y eggs and can have lots of baby x-ray

150 | aquariums. They like swimming 1
161 | their own territories in aquariums.
173 | and they tend to stay much of t
188 | partners usually swim in gro
202 | thinner than females. The f;
216 | fish.

217 X-ray fish are v
231 | tropical fish stores. T
245 | This means that the
261 | have to be small

275 | about one—in
279 Fish can b
297 must be kept fres
316 larger fish tanks 1

ular aquarium fish and can be found in most all
well with flake fish food, but they are omnivores.
ot only plants, but also other fish. Any fish they eat
ecause both male and female x-ray fish are only

ul pets. However, they do require a lot of care. For freshwater fish, their water
eans that fish owners have to change water often. Usually, people buy filters for
eep more than a few fish. The filter keeps the water fresh by circulating it

336 continuously mical balance and temperature of the water must be appropriate. Otherwise, the fish can
352 get sick and -ray fish are some of the easiest fish to care for because they survive well in non-moving
374 water, in er (with few minerals), and in soft water (with more minerals).
388 ners do have to be careful about their mix of fish. Some types of fish get along better than
408 other; 1sh habitat needs to be planned well to provide the right features for the types of fish that the
429 own
431
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“The Yak” Reading Fluency #38

The yak is a large animal that lives in

9 | the mountains of Asia. Yaks are strong, heavy
17 | cattle. They are white, brown, or black. Their
25 | hearts and lungs are very large. This helps

33 |them live in the mountains, where the air is

42 | thin. They have long, shaggy hair. The shaggy
50 | hair keeps them from the cold.

56 Yaks live in the Himalaya Mountains o al Asia. Mount
66 | Everest, the highest mountain in the worl.d ed there. They also

s do not live in
have no trees.
. A yak herd has from ten to
d winter nights or during
regnant for nine months, just like

78 | live in Mongolia, which is north of China;

91 |lowland areas. They like high grassla
101 Yaks like to stay in a group, called
118 | thirty animals. Yaks will huddle toget
130 | snowstorms to keep warm. Yak female

143 | human mothers. The average lifes yak is about twenty years.

155 Farmers have many uses fo . Yaks produce milk and farmers make
167 | cheese and butter from that milk. also have very tasty meat. Yaks are

181 | often used as pack animals. T y burdens across high mountain passes
193 | for farmers. Yaks pull plow p the farm soil for planting. Yak hairs are
209 | spun into yarn for knitting. air is used to make rope and rugs. Yak hide is

226 | used to make shoes. Q
230 In parts of the Hima‘ n of Tibet, yak racing is a part of special celebrations. Tibetans enjoy
248 | seeing these large cattle race S@ich other. Business people are also using yaks to promote tourism. Some
265 | Tibetans have recently begu aks to pull cross-country skiers. For years, yaks have been employed to
281 carry hiking gear for hike ers. As hiking and climbing in the Himalayas become increasingly

298 popular, yaks may have e in the near future.

310 The once 14#; yak population of Central Asia is now threatened by extinction. Yak hunting has
327 not been controlled nments. The profit motive for yak hunting is high. Hunters have killed too many of

346 these animals to healthy population. The future of wild yaks in Central Asia remains uncertain.
363
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“The Zebra” Reading Fluency #39

Zebras are black or dark animals with

7 white stripes and bellies. Zebras look and act social
15 | like horses. On the tops of their heads, they ba rs
24 | have short manes of hair. Their eyes are on d ticate

33 | the sides of their heads. They can see and

42 | hear very well. Zebras are about the size of 0
51 | small horses and donkeys.

33 In Africa, zebras live in grassy areas.
66 | from trees. But, some types of zebras like
78 | hills or mountains near the ocean or sed®.
90 |leave their homes and move. They d

*

ostly live away
.#thers live in grassy
y rainy season, zebras
n water in the dry season

102 | and they never live too far away fro er holes. Zebras can be
113 | found in zoos across the world. 4,

123 Zebras are omnivores and gra&mma]s, like cows and horses. They
134 | search out grassy areas and slowl ay the grass. Sometimes, they eat
147 | small bushes, leaves, twigs, or ba ell. They spend most of their day

161 | eating and finding food. Witho Wl” zebras cannot survive. They depend on

188 | and bathing.

190 As highly social anifgls; zebras live in large groups. Males without
201 | female partners live alo with groups of other bachelors until they are

214 | strong enough to ch another male for his mate. Zebras make permanent
225 | bonds with each ot males give birth to one baby, called a foal, about
238 | once a year. Foal wn and white instead of black and white at birth.
253 | Babies can stgn alk by themselves soon after they are born. Their

267 | mothers nurse for about one year.

275 Many ve attempted to domesticate zebras for riding or doing work. These attempts have
290 been largely uns stul over the years. Unlike horses and donkeys, zebras tend to panic when they are put
308 into stressfu s. However, some successful attempts at taming zebras have occurred. A few zebras
323 have been to pull wagons and even perform in circuses.

334 contact with zebras has always decreased the zebra habitat, but mostly since the Nineteenth

173 | the rain to make the grasses Qnd to provide them with water for drinking

349 Century. s were, and still are, hunted for their shiny black and white coats. Different species of zebras
367 are eatened than others. The chief natural predators of zebras are lions. As the lion population rises or
385 dec zebra population rises or declines.
393
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“The Sheep” Reading Fluency #40

17
26
34
42
32
60
70
83
93

105
113
125
140
154
167
181
187
200
214
229

242
244
261
280
297
319
334
349
368
384
402
419
424

Sheep are animals with thick, curly fur.
They are about as big as most large dogs. Sheep = ocgasionally

look a lot like goats. Different types of sheep e ve
come 1in different colors. Most sheep are white pherders
or brown. Some sheep have long fur. Others dicate
have short fur. Still others have no fur at all! Qualities
Sheep are raised on farms or ranches. They P

are raised for their fur, called wool. They are
raised for their meat. Sheep can be fourgl
Australia, India, and Iran have the large
Different types of sheep live better 1

in open grassy areas, deserts, and 1 :
Sheep are herbivores. This meg hey only eat plants. They usually
eat grass, leaves, and stems. Often, sheep eat their food, they will spit it
out and re-chew it like cows. She&pdd most of their day grazing (finding
food). They prefer shorter grasse

the world. China,
unts of sheep.

ent areas. They can live
S

lots of clean water to drink.
Sheep live in groups

ans. According to researchers, sheep even form friendships with certain other sheep. Some
een known to self-medicate themselves. If they are sick, they choose to eat certain plants
that h g abilities. These human-like qualities prove that sheep are not as dumb as people sometimes
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“The Whale” Reading Fluency #41

The whale 1s the largest animal on

7 earth. Many whales are bigger than protective
13 | elephants, but some are smaller. There are bal
9 many types of whales. One of the largest fr ntly

15 | whales 1s the humpback whale. Humpback

28 | whales are usually about 50 feet long. They

42 | weigh as much as 44 big trucks. The largest one eY€r measured was
55 |88 feet long. Humpback whales have large h on their backs.
66 | Their fins are very long. Their tail 1s wavy and very large.
78 Humpback whales live in all the nfég eans. They move a
90 | lot. Every summer, most humpbacks cooler ocean waters.
100 | Some swim as many as 16,000 mile , they swim back to

112 | tropical waters in the winter. The ave babies and eat a lot.
125 | Humpback whales are mammals, so t e live births. The baby whales are
136 | called calves. Mother whales are ective of their calves and will

149 | sometimes attack boats that get to to their babies. Once calves leave
162 | their mothers, they like stay by t lves. Humpback whales will group for
173 | feeding or play, but they spe t of their time alone.

186 They eat in a variety Since humpbacks are baleen whales, they
199 | open their mouths wide an into groups of fish and plankton. The

212 | whales have a strainer i throats that separates the water from their meal.
226 | Humpback whales w ly lunge into an area to surprise fish. They will
229 | also slap the ocean to “shock™ fish into staying still. Sometimes,

251 | groups of humpb s will gather together and stir the water up so that it
266 | produces a W@l es, which traps the fish. They only eat in the summer

281 | and live off fat es during the winter months.

290 The wh stry reduced the world population of humpback whales to dangerously low levels in
305 the last century. e 1960s, most countries have agreed to ban hunting humpback whales. Also, poisons
322 have killed es. Sometimes the whales get trapped in fishing nets or rammed by ships. Fortunately,

339 es have increased in numbers recently, but they will remain on protected species lists.
355 tching tours have become very popular since the 1990s. Humpback whales are most
368 ain attractions. They are very curious animals and will come very close to boats. They also
386 into the air and splashing, which is known as breeching. They can also blow water 10 to 15 feet
407 ey also sing very loud “whale songs.”
417
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“The Python” Reading Fluency #42

Pythons are snakes that are not

6 | poisonous. Adult pythons are all different poisonous
12 | sizes. They can be from one foot long to se

21 | thirty feet long! Different types of pythons d tion
28 | have different colors. Some are bright and ion

35 | green. Others are dark and brown. Pythons 0

42 | blend in with their surroundings.

47 In the wild, pythons are found all over @st. They can be
60 | found in Africa, India, Vietnam, and Aust ey mostly live in
71 | wet areas, like rain forests or swamps. B\ me live in grasslands
83 | or woodlands. Brown pythons live areas covered by brown
93 | trees or dirt. Green pythons tend to areas with green leaves or

106 | trees. @,

109 Unlike many snakes, pythons ir prey without poison. Instead,
119 | pythons hunt down their prey an emselves around it until it cannot
132 | breathe. Different types of pytho ifferent animals. Large pythons may
143 | even eat deer or gazelles! Small&ons mostly eat smaller animals like

155 |rodents or reptiles. Pythons s w their prey whole. It may even take several
167 | days or weeks to digest the Ithough they are big and strong, pythons do
181 | not usually threaten huma

187 Female pythons gs, unlike some snakes which have live babies.
198 | After they lay their ales will sit on them until they hatch. While
212 | sitting on the eggs, s move their muscles to provide heat for the eggs.
226 | They only leave s to rest in the sun to get warmer for the eggs.

242 | Females will pile ) ntil their eggs are hatched. Females only have babies

255 | once every tw ur years, because the process is so difficult.

267 Pytho e of the biggest predators in their habitats. However, small, young pythons are in
283 danger from atta om other animals. Often, birds, other mammals, frogs, and even other snakes will hunt

300 down baby dult pythons are also at risk to large birds of prey, like eagles or hawks, and to large
321 carnivores ions and leopards.
326 sU'two known species of pythons are currently endangered. Other python species are also

341 declinin
358 skin

deforestation of the rain forests, other habitat destruction, and the snake skin trade. Snake
een used for clothing, shoes, purses, and decoration. However, designers have not included snake

373 skin® r fashion lines for many years.

382
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“The Sheep” Reading Fluency #43

The cheetah 1s the fastest animal

6 | on land. Cheetahs can run as fast as most cheetah
15 | cars over short distances. Unlike many cats, gaze
22 | cheetahs have a narrow waist, making them gen y

29 |smaller and less heavy than a lion or tiger. v@able
38 | Their fur is rough and short. Their color is g

47 | light brown and white with spots of black. Their T
61 | fur at the end. Unlike most big cats, cheetah
72 In Africa, cheetahs mainly live in the
83 | areas are called the savannah. It can ge warm on the African
96 | savannah. Less frequently, cheetahs g ¥he mountains or in

106 | forests. They are mostly found in Afg ut some cheetahs also live

have a ball of
ot roar.
sy areas. These

117 | in Asia. *

120 Cheetahs are carnivores. They %tly medium-sized animals like

129 | gazelles. Sometimes, they will h ras or wildebeests, too. While other
140 | big cats (like lions) hunt only at n eetahs hunt during the daytime. Also,
153 | while many animals use their s smell to hunt, cheetahs hunt with their
166 | excellent eye-sight. Once the found their prey, they slowly follow until
181 | there is an open field. Chee n use a burst of speed to catch their prey.
197 Male cheetahs live ifgrotips, while females live alone. Males are

208 | territorial. Females do rQ e territories; instead, they share land with other
220 | females. Females ha three to five babies at a time. The mothers raise

234 | these baby cubs for, nths. During this time, the cubs learn how to hunt
249 | and avoid predato this time, the mothers leave their babies. The cubs
262 | stay together fo I six months. After that, the females separate

273 | themselves fr group of their siblings. The males live together for life.
286 As the s d least powerful predators in their habitat, cheetahs try to avoid contact with lions,
303 leopards, hyena¥ ild dogs. Since cheetahs are designed for extreme bursts of speed and not for power,

321 baby cubs ar
338 sometimes §

geted by these large predators. Mother cheetahs will defend their young and are
stul. Males will form groups to chase off predators.

348 bs have an unusually high death rate due to their predators. About 13,000 cheetahs still live
365 in the w y. Cheetah conservation efforts have been somewhat successful in South Africa and Iran.
381 Hov»Qeemhs are generally vulnerable to extinction.
388
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheets

The five SCRIP Comprehension Cues help readers learn how to interactively read both
narrative and expository text. The SCRIP acronym stands for Summarize, Connect, Re-think,
Interpret, and Predict. All five SCRIP cues are reinforced in each of the 43 SCRIF,
Comprehension Worksheets.

These brief high-interest expository articles describe the key features, life c d habitat of
animals, and provide interesting facts about each animal’s role within its system.
Practicing expository passages, rather than narrative passages, better prepcestudents for
academic reading and standardized tests. o

ird-grade (Fleish-

Each article is leveled in a pyramid design: the first two paragrap
Kincaid) reading; the next two paragraphs are at fifth-grade rea el; and the last two are at
seventh-grade reading level. The reader begins practice at an vel to build confidence and
then moves to more difficult academic language and sent . Text size decreases as the

reading level increases.
Qstions—one question for each of the

argin and require students to interact
ins. Additionally, three key vocabulary
abulary words prior to reading.

The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheets each ha
five strategies. The questions are placed in the right-
with the article. Students answer the questions i
words are boldfaced. The teacher should define

Before Using the SCRIP Compre n Worksheets: Think-Alouds

Teach and model the five cueing strate
(pages 59—-63). Start with the Summarj
Boy Who Cried Wolf.” An effectiv

ncing the SCRIP Comprehension Cues Posters
tegy and do a “Think-Aloud” on the narrative “The
-Aloud” involves reading the passage out loud and

pausing frequently to interact w1% t. Limit your interactions to the focus comprehension
strategy. Continue to teach the r g four strategies in the same manner. Reference the

answer key for possible answe ch of these narrative passages.

Use the following narr Is: Summarize—“The Boy Who Cried Wolf”; Connect—"“Hansel
and Grettel”; Re-think—g ed Riding Hood”; Interpret—“Goldilocks and the Three Bears”;
and Predict—“The Th e Pigs” to introduce each strategy.

S
<
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“The Boy Who Cried Wolf”

There once was a naughty shepherd boy who
lived in a small village. One day this boy was sitting at
the top of a hill and was very bored. As he watched the
sheep under his care, he came up with an idea to
entertain himself. He turned in the direction of the
village and at the top of his lungs he began screaming,

g lied.
"Wolf! Wolf! The Wolf is after the sheep!" e

Summarize (1) Summggge why the boy

The villagers immediately left their business
and came running up the hill to help the boy scare the
wolf away. But when they made it to the top of the hill,
they found no wolf. Instead, they found the naughty boy
laughing at the joke that he played on them. &

"Never cry 'wolf',” shepherd boy," scolded the

villagers, "when there's no wolf!" They went back to the
village very angry. )
The very next day, the naughty boy was bored \
again. “I wonder if the trick will work again™ he
thought. He went up to the top of the hill, turned toward
the village, and once again screamed, "Wolf! Wolf! TI% 0
wolf is after the sheep!” Once again, he howled with \
laughter as he watched the villagers run up the hill to\
help him scare the wolf away.
When the villagers again found no wollf,
scolded the boy once more saying, "Save your

screaming for when there really is something
Don't ever cry 'wolf' when there is no wolf!.

(5]

the village once more.

The next day, the naughty s
again very bored. As he was dreami
mischief, he heard the bleating o
toward the sound and then he sa
sheep to cry. A huge wolf was @ ing about his flock  Summarize  (2) Summarize how the

° of the hill and villagers responded to the
after the sheep!" boy’s lies.

shouted, "Wolf! Wolf! The
g Warned their lesson. They

But the villagers
all said, “There goes t

e villagers didn't come. At
rs wondered why the

shepherd boy ha rought the sheep down to the
village. They the hill to find the boy. They
found him wi ead down crying. Then they found
out why rying. The flock was scattered

two sheep were dead.

ut, "Wolf!" Why didn't you help me?"
An old man responded, “That’s what

happens to those who lie. Sooner or later, no one

believes them.”
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“Hansel and Gretel”

Once there lived a poor woodcutter with his two
children and their stepmother. The boy was named
Hansel, and the girl was named Gretel. There was a
severe famine in the land and the family was starving.
Desperate, the stepmother said out loud to herself, “The
children must go, else all of us will die of starvation.”

The children were so hungry that they had not

been able to sleep, and they had heard their stepmother. Connect a) er stoTics featurs
At sunrise, the stepmother woke the two 4 . a dangerous
children, saying, "Get up, we are going into the forest to @ |
gather wood." She gave them each a bit of bread and
said: "That’s all we have. Save it for your lunch.” -
The stepmother led the children deep into the
forest. Seeing her plan, Hansel dropped a small crumb
of bread every few minutes, so that they could find their L/
way home. Once they were completely lost, the \
stepmother ran away, leaving Hansel and Gretel alone.
“Don’t worry, Gretel,” said Hansel. “I have left (2) What other stories have
a path to guide us back home. We will wait until fathey' an old woman as an evil
gets home and follow the trail by moonlight.” character?
Unfortunately, a flock of birds found and ateN

trail of breadcrumbs. Now, the children really w
Looking for water, the children saw a lighted cot
They knocked on the door and an old woman wgl
them in to eat. She told them that she would
go home the next day. She gave Hansel his

and had Gretel sleep in the kitchen.
However, in the morning, they @n

to Hansel’s room locked. The old wo Tve
been hungry, too. Last night, I fed y ast of my
food. Now, you two will be my !

The old woman built a fils r huge bread

oven. Then, she told Gretel to
Gretel said, “The door is tog

As the old worgar
her a shove into the ove
drew the bolt. How th

cehut the iron door and
man screamed! Gretel

from something i ack pot by the door. The pot was
full of preciouﬁs! Taking the jewels, they ran out

into the wogg

then, Hansel saw a bread crumb.

Their father greeted them with a hug and said,
“Y our stepmother told me what she did, and she left.”
The children showed their father the rubles and told
their story. The family of theas b @
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éLittle Red Riding Hood”

There was once was a little girl who lived with
her father and mother in a house at the edge of a forest.
In the same forest, her grandmother also resided. Her

grandmother had given her a long red hooded coat

which she wore so much that everyone called her Little

Red Riding Hood.
One morning Little Red Riding Hood's mother

said, "Put on your coat and take this basket of cookies to  Re-think 1) dn’t the wolf eat

your sick grandmother.” Riding Hood right
As Little Red Riding Hood was walking in the /) the forest?

forest, a voice from behind said, "What have you in that &

basket, Little Red Riding Hood?” The girl turned
around and saw a great big wolf.

"I have cookies for my ailing grandmother,”
she said. L/
"Ah... I know where she lives,” the wolf said. “I \
hope she enjoys them.” Then, the wolf ran into the Q
forest toward the grandmother’s house. He soon arrived

and knocked at the door of her house. .
"Who is there?" called the grandmother fro

(2) Why might the
grandmother have been

( ;
"Little Red Riding Hood," said the wolf Q /-) tricked by the wolf?

her bed.

girlish voice.
“Just open the door and come right on i
The wolf opened the door and pounc
bed, eating the grandmother up in one big bj wolf
then put on the grandmother’s headscarf.
Soon afterwards, Little Red Rids
walked into the house saying, "Good

she came Close to the bed she s
have, Grandmother."

big ears you

"All the better to hear , my dear."

"What big eyes yo dmother."

"All the better ith, my dear."

"What a big nos N

"All the bette I you with, my dear."

"But, Grand er, what a big mouth you
have."

"All the to eat you up, my dear,"

screamed the
Hood. Just

e sprang at Little Red Riding
oment, the woodcutter was passing
the house heard the scream. He rushed in and
with his ax ped off the wolf’s head.

The woodcutter carried Little Red Riding Hood
back home. Everyone was happy that she had escaped
the wolf. But they were sad that the wolf had eaten her
grandmother.
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“Goldilocks and the Three Bears”

Once there was a little girl named
Goldilocks. One day she went for a stroll in the
forest. Soon, she came upon a house. She knocked and,

when no one answered, she walked right into the house. ~ Interpret (1) Why would three bowls
On the kitchen table, there were three bowls of @ of porrid ft out on the
porridge. Hungry, Goldilocks tasted the first bowl. ' table?
"This porridge is too hot!" she shouted. So, she

tasted the porridge from the second bowl.

"This porridge is too cold," she said. So, she
tasted the third bowl of porridge.

"Ahhh, this porridge is just right," she said and

she ate the whole bowl. q

After she'd eaten the porridge, she immediately
felt exhausted. So, she walked into the big room and
saw three chairs. Goldilocks sat down in the first one. L/

"This chair is too big!" she sighed. Then she sat \
in the second chair.

(2) In the story, why does
"This chair is also too big!" she complained. ?]Ol(ﬂbd{s g[tlllly Ekg oguse‘?
Then she tried the third chair. P Hsithangol HEbaby bedo
"Ahhh, this chair is just right," she said. But } \

as she sat down in the chair, it broke into pieces.

Goldilocks was very tired, so she went i
bedroom. She lay in the first bed, but it was too
She lay in the second bed, but it was too soft. Fj
she lay down in the third bed and it was just rj
she fell asleep. Soon, the three bears came

"Someone's been eating my porri
papa bear.

"Someone's been eating my " said the
mama bear.

/

"Someone's been sitti chair," growled
the papa bear.

"Someone's bes;l i my chair," said the
mama bear.

"Someone's b
broken," cried the ba

They we
bear growled, "S

"Someone's been eating % ge, and they
ate it all up!" cried the baby beaa

g in my chair and it’s all
ar.

s to the bedroom and the papa
e's been sleeping in my bed."
een sleeping in my bed, too," said

e's been sleeping in my bed and
she's still t " exclaimed baby bear.

Just then, Goldilocks woke up and saw the
three bears. She screamed, jumped up, and ran out
of the room. Goldilocks ran down the stairs and out
the door. Goldilocks nev|
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“The Three Little Pigs”

Once upon a time there lived three little pigs. The
first little pig was very lazy. He made his house out of straw.
The second little pig was almost as lazy. He made his house
out of sticks. The third little pig was not lazy. He was smart.

This third little pig worked long hours to build a house
completely out of brick.
One day, a wolf came into the pigs’ neighborhood.
Smelling fresh pork, the wolf went up to the first pig’s house.
He banged on the door and said, “Little pig, little pig. Let me °
in!”

“Not by the hair of my chinny-chin-chin,” retorted o
the first little pig.

“Then, I’ll huff, and I'll puff, and I"ll blow your g
straw house down!” And he did so. But, as the house fell

down, the first little pig escaped to the second pig’s house.
The hungry wolf next went up to the second pig’s 7S
house. He banged on the door and said, “Little pig, little pig. \
Let me in!”
“Not by the hair of my chinny-chin-chin,” responded
the second little pig. t (1) To where will the first
“Then, I’ll huff, and I’ll puff, and I'll blow your sti* and second little pigs escape?
house down!” And he did so. But, as the house fell down,
first and second little pigs escaped to the third pig’s house\

The very hungry wolf went up to the third pigg
house. He banged on the door and said, “Little pig, litt

Let me in!”
“Not by the hair of my chinny-chin-chin,” d
the third little pig.
r

“Then, I’ll huff, and I'll puff, and I'll

[

brick house down!” said the hungry wolf. B
tried, the wolf could not blow the brick ho )

famished wolf climbed up the roof and j wn the
chimney. Q Predict (2) What will happen at the
e

Inside, the smart third littl n thinking. third pig’s brick house?
et into the house

He knew that the wolf would not b
any other way than through the ¢
the fireplace and boiled a huge

The wolf slid right

water, and the three littlex
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Summarize

Put the big idea and key d

into your own words. ()
&

S

Narra§e—TeII Who, What Happened,
WheQ and When

Expository-Tell Who, What, Where,
When, and Alay
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Connec

Note transition words and n;
one part of the text to anoth&p

Activate your prior knov@ge.

JUS
o

N

Narratipea—-Tell how a character,
settin r plot element relates to a
previ@¥s section of the story.

Expository—-Brainstorm what you
already knQw about the topi

S
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Re-thin

M Re-read and visualize to claly
meaning, and ask questlog about

the reading.

M Examine what the au says in a
different way or frorf{&nother point
of view. N

Narra@ye-Tell how a character,
settiQ or the plot has changed.
Expository-Tell how viewpoints or
ideas compg
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Interpret

Decide what the author meg)s,
and judge how, where, wHeh, or

why it was said and by m.
Draw a conclusion aﬁwhat the
author implies (sug S).
X2

N,

&
Narra@ve-Tell what a change in
charagler or plot development means.
Expository-Tell how the author
explains themm _ ' _

View/Purchase Reading Fluency Toolkit

The Science of Reading Interven(¥® O —



https://penningtonpublishing.com/products/reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit?utm_source=preview_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit

Predict

Based upon what has happ& or
what has been said, guess wiggt will

happen or what the author@l say
next. .\Q

N
X

S
Narrativ @ how the plot will

N
advance@ t or how a character will
changedBonfirm your predictions.
Exp¢ry—Tell what information or
evideMge the author should present
next. Confirm your predictions.
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“The Ape” Comprehension Worksheet #1

The ape is a very interesting animal. One type
of ape is the orangutan. Male orangutans can weigh as
much as two normal size humans. Females weigh about
half as much. Orangutans have long, strong arms and
their hands and feet are shaped like hooks. They are Predict

shaggy and have red hair.
Orangutans used to live all over Southeast Asia. -

Now they only live in a few rain forests on the islands
of Sumatra and Borneo. Orangutans swing from tall
trees to move around. It is warm where these animals
live, but not too warm. There is a lot of rain there, so

trees and plants grow very tall and big. &
0 . - How do orangutans
rangutans are omnivores, since they eat some : :
.Q end on their habitat?

birds and small mammals. However, they mostly eat )
plants, like fruit and leaves, instead of meat. Their diet Re'ﬁb‘
consists of mostly fruit. The fruits they tend to prefer

have a lot of sugar in them. Figs are the favorite fruit of

the orangutans. Figs come from trees and they are easy a‘

for orangutans to pick and eat. Orangutans also eat lot%
of young leaves from many trees in their habitat.
Unlike many other animals, orangutans are
single adults, so they have no family structure.
orangutans raise their children one at a time. The
rides on its mother’s back for three years at the gt
its life. There, it learns how to pick food and
itself from danger. Female orangutans usua
baby every six years. Older male orangut
each other for the attention of the avail

\ (3) Summarize their family

relationships.

/

Summarize

one é

fight (4) What other animals prefer
independence and being

orangutans. Y alone to close relationships?
The territory of an adult or is not clearly
a

established, as is the case with Is. Often,
orangutan territories will overla ver, this does

Connect

not mean that orangutans are s mals. They limit

their social interaction to fggei®iiting, and calling

each other. Only rarely avidl§graf®utans get in fights (5) How could orangutans be
itory. In these fights, saved?

with each other over fo“
the apes will demons@ ir strength by destroying

branches, charging a ther, and biting each other
until one gives u

Due to d tation of the rain forest (cutting
down trees fo ing or farmland), orangutans are
becoming more endangered with each day.
Palm oil have cut down much of the forest on
Sumatra an eo. Some people even capture
orangutans to use them as pets in their homes.
Orangutans are already on international endangered
species lists, and their habitat has been increasingly
threatened by humans, maighatheaugbthedetorestat

of the rain forest View/Purchase Reading Fluency Toolkit
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“The Eagle” Comprehension Worksheet #2

The eagle is a huge bird. One type of eagle is
the bald eagle. This bird of prey has a large yellow beak
shaped like a hook and a pure white head. Its body is

brown with a white tail. Female bald eagles are much
bigger than males.
Bald eagles live all over North and South (W ttbald efa;gle;s
America. They make their nests near rivers, ponds, and THEY ests so otten-
Interpret

lakes. There they can find many fish. Bald eagles build

the biggest nests of any bird in America. Mostly, the @ e '

birds stay away from people. Some birds move their

nests frequently. Y
Bald eagles eat whatever they can find. But,
mostly they eat fish. Some of their favorite meals are g Why might eagles be poor
trout and salmon. To catch fish, bald eagles swoop o swimmers?
down over the water and grab the fish with their feet, Re-;l\

called talons. If the fish is too heavy for the eagle to
carry, it might have to swim in the water. Many eagles
aren’t able to swim very well. Sometimes, bald eagles

will steal their food from other birds that are smaller. 4,

At about five years old, bald eagles find ma \ (3) Why would the location
They pick partners as their mates for life. Sometimes near water be important?
the pair cannot have a baby, they will find new p
Babies are hatched from eggs in their nests, whi
made from twigs and branches. Nests are usu
trees near open water. Mother and father ea;
take turns watching the eggs while the mat
or adds on to the nest.

The bald eagle is also an imp
the United States of America. Itis k
bird of the United States. In 178
Congress named the bald eagle a
Franklin once wrote that he th

Connect (4) Summarize the selection
of the bald eagle as the
national bird.

onal bird. Ben

it was a bad (5) Why might the future of

choice. He said the bald eagle owardly to Summarize the bald eagle be safer than
symbolize the nation. Inste sulftested the turkey. g that f’f other endangered
Today, the bald eagle n official seals of the species?

United States on the ba veral coins. It was on
the back of the quart 999, with its head turned
towards an olive b

sed to be a common sight in
over the nation’s history, this Predict
s slowly decreased. This decrease
d the use of pest spray by farmers. -
Many fa d to spray DDT to reduce pests on
their crops. pray, when breathed by eagles, made
them unable to have babies. Fortunately, the bald eagle
population has begun to increase since DDT was

banned as a pest spray. The bald eagle was officially
removed from the list of e e

eagle’s popul
is due to hyg
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“The Ibex” Comprehension Worksheet #3

An ibex is a wild goat. Ibexes have big, long
horns that turn behind their heads. The horns have spiky

bumps on them. Their fur is very short, and not shaggy Interpret (1) Why might the fur get
like a dog’s fur. As the weather warms, the fur gets ey darker as the weather warms?
darker. Ibexes are about five feet long and three feet .
high. They weigh about as much as two people put
together.

Ibexes live in the mountains. They are found in
Europe, Asia, and Africa. Their homes are made in the ] ould hard feet be
rocks. Ibexes have very hard feet, so they can walk on Re-think Ipfl for walking on rocks?
rocks all day long. Some even live in snowy mountains, )) @
where it’s very cold. Mostly, they like to stay in the
shade of trees in the daytime.

Ibexes are herbivores, so they eat only plants. In
the daytime, when it is warm, they search for food. L/
They usually eat leaves from trees that grow in their \
natural habitat. Many ibexes also search for fruit to eat. Q (3) Why might fruit be hard

to find in the ibex habitat?

areas. Although ibexes are plant eaters, this does not

ect
mean that they are less dangerous to humans. Ibexes
dislike being near humans and will sometimes attack\

However, fruit is less common in some of their grazing g

The main animal that hunts for ibexes is the leop

N . (4) Why do ibexes separate
Ibexes live in two different groups. Groupgd

into two groups?

Males fight each other to establish power i
and to win females as their mates. The mg

helps them avoid serious injury.
Ibexes are known for their ch@abilities (5) Summarize why ibexes
when they attack predators. Ibex n their heads were hunted so often.
and butt into their predators. Al
often fight, they avoid hurting
of their fighting involves ciggii
which are called mock
Ibexes used to be ects of many game Summarize

hunts. The handsome ads were prized by
hunters, and many o e heads were stuffed by

ounger ibexes
er. In fact, much
retend charges,

However, t cement of modern medicine has
stopped he hunting of ibexes for their
medicinal About ten thousand ibexes still live

today in the world.
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“The Okapi” Comprehension Worksheet #4

The okapi looks like a mix of zebra and giraffe.
These animals have dark backs. On their legs, they have
white stripes. These stripes make them look like zebras. Predict
Their bodies look like small giraffes. But, they do not I

(1) From their description, do
okapi seemlike they would

have very long necks. Their ears are big and pointy, and
their tongues are long, too. Okapis have short horns that
are covered by skin.

These animals like to live in large areas away
from towns. They can be found only in the middle of
Africa in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Most
okapi live in the mountains and forests. They leave

scents to mark their territories. Males protect their land, .How do the okapi eating
but they allow females to walk through it to find food. its explain why they like
0

Okapi are strange eaters. They are herbivores,
so they eat tree leaves, grass, and fungi. But, they also
have been known to eat charcoal from burnt trees! Also,
they commonly eat red clay from the ground near
streams or rivers. Along with plants, charcoal, and clay,
they eat fruit and berries. Okapi spend most of their da» 0

eating and searching for food. When they find food, \\
S

they chew it, spit it out, and chew it again. This help

live in large areas away
from towns?

their weak digestive system. (3) Why don’t scientists
Female okapi give birth to a single baby, know how long they live in

a calf. Babies are fed by their mothers and they gr the wild?

quickly. Only thirty minutes after they are bo

can stand up and walk around. Mothers lea

babies during the day. They return at nig them. Interpret

In zoos, okapi live for about thirty year: oone @ (4) What other types of

knows how long they live in the wild - communication would be
Although they generally live ‘@ , Okapi have important?

ways of communicating with eadfliBth®* They make

different sounds that zoologists @i 8% to identify. One

sound, called a chuff, is made okapi meets

another. The bleat is used "* pl calf is Retiiini (5) Summarize the reasons

separated from its mot into danger. the okapi is threatened.

The forests of t
Congo are threatened
natural resources. A
territory. Okapi

cratic Republic of the (
e eager for their rich
ult, okapi are losing their
ly threatened by loggers,

miners, and farm ut they are also threatened by

illegal hunter: poachers, who hunt them for their

valuable skj okapi population is currently Kiiiiiinag
classifie r threatened™ by extinction.
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“The Mule” Comprehension Worksheet #5

Mules are babies, born from donkey and horse
parents. They have short, thick heads. They have long
pointy ears. Mules have a short mane, like most horses. Predict
They come in all shapes and sizes. Some mules can I

(1) What advantages might
the mix of donkey and horse

grow to weigh as much as six humans! Mules have produce?

small, strong hooves.

Most of the mules in the world are in China. In
that country, mules are used for riding. Mules are also _o
used for pulling carts. Many other mules are found in
Mexico, South America, and North Africa. Mules live
mostly on farms with people. There are only a few wild ( hy are most of the
mules and many of these animals live in California. les found in those areas?

They were lost during the California Gold Rush of the
1850s and have survived in foothill canyons ever since.

The mule’s owner can purchase food for mules
at any farm store. Mules have the same diets as horses
and donkeys. However, they need less protein than
horses. Their favorite snacks are hay or other dried a‘

grasses. Mules need lots of fresh, clean water. But, if P
they drink too much, they can have serious problems \
Mule owners need to control their food and drink leve

Since mules come from two different paigg
animals, they are called hybrids. Most mules are gf

Interpre

(3) How would mule owners
need to plan ahead for
additional mules?

some mules have been able to have babies.
are called foals. If a female mule and a malg
the parents, then the foal is mostly horse-4i
donkey produces a mostly donkey-like
Mules are intelligent animals
hardship and severe conditions, whid @ hy they are
commonly used for transportati work.
Mules are stubborn if treated b orses will
forgive their owners for treati oorly, but mules
generally will not. Mules d animals. When
treated well by their 0\?
friendly. They will bon

who treat them decen
The number ules in the world is increasing.

Endangered ani 1es have rated the mule of “no

concern” for exti . In China, where there is the

densest popul ules are still bred daily. The mule  §ummarize
population j creasing in industrialized nations.

(4) Why do mules respond as
they do to the different ways
in which they are treated?

Connect (5) Summarize the status of
the overall world population
of mules.
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“The Rooster” Comprehension Worksheet #6

Roosters are male chickens. There are many
types of roosters. They come in a variety of colors:
brown, white, black, and red. Roosters have red combs
on the top of their heads. They have yellow beaks. They
have black feathers on their tails. Below their eyes,
roosters have a white spot. Their thin legs and feet are
gray or black.

Most roosters live on farms. In fact, chickens live
in all areas of the world. But, most of them live in China
and the United States. Most chicken owners keep their @

chickens in coops. A coop is a walled or screened shack ' : Y

Interpret

designed for chickens. Coops keep roosters warm
during the winter and cool in the summertime. Female
chickens, called hens, even have built-in nesting spots o

feed themselves need a lot of

in many coops. .\
Most roosters are fed by their owners. Their diet Q room?
nk

)} Why would roosters that

is made up of insects, worms, slugs, and snails.

However, they also eat plants, fruit, seeds, acorns, and

other foods. Roosters can find their own food if the ¢,

owner wishes. But, they must have a lot of room to \ /)

search for their food. \
Farmers chiefly keep chickens for their e

however, some chicken farmers raise hens and r

for their meat. The job of the rooster is to prot

nest and the hens. Usually, there is one roost

(3) What other animals fight
for leadership of their group?

{
n

charge of a group of other roosters and hen ead

rooster wins this position through fighti d- Conniect

fighting. (4) Summarize the arguments
Throughout history, roosters used in of those opposed to cock

“cock fights.” People organize fight en roosters fighting.

and bet on the winner. Roosters Nused in cock

fights are specially bred and tr strength.

Although cock fighting is a tral sporting event in

nearly every part of the wo mericans Symimniarize (5) Predict what will happen

considered it to be ani
is illegal in forty-nine s
community and state
three years in priso
World-wide, tho
year in cock fi

ty. In fact, cock fighting in the future to the world
he United States. Some ? population of chickens.
ow sentencing for up to

ose convicted of this crime.
birds are killed or hurt every Fredict

domesticated animals. They have -

on. The number of chickens

ues to increase. In fact, chickens are
the world’s t group of domesticated birds. With a
population of over eight billion, there are more chickens
than humans on earth!
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“The Woodpecker” Comprehension Worksheet #7

Woodpeckers are some of the loudest birds
around. Not all woodpeckers look the same. Most have
two toes on the front of their feet and two on the back.
Their tongues are long enough to curl all the way
around their heads. Woodpeckers have strong pointed
beaks. Their bottom tail feathers are strong and stiff.
Most woodpeckers weigh only about one pound.

These birds can be found all over the world.
They live in wooded areas everywhere but in Australia.
Their homes are often made in the tops of trees in @
forests. Most woodpeckers will make holes in trees with '
their beaks to build their nests. Some will find holes and

use them. Different types of woodpeckers like different How do the physical
trees. But, many woodpeckers prefer cypress trees and ™ o eatures of woodpeckers help

Interpret

redwoods. them get the foods they eat?
A woodpecker’s daily diet consists of different

foods depending on the type of woodpecker. Common

foods include insects, fruits, and nuts. Like many birds,

woodpeckers enjoy eating worms. Woodpeckers are 4,
mainly omnivores. They use their beaks to hit bark 0\

trees to expose bugs (ants and beetles, usually) whic (3) Summarize the

they then eat. Some woodpeckers have been fouvb relationship between the male
eat sap from trees. Others eat mostly acorns.

Female woodpeckers produce about fou@

each season. Males and females work togeth

holes out of trees to provide a nest for their
Babies remain in their eggs for about tw
they hatch. When they hatch, they are
have any feathers. One parent goes o

bring back to the nest, while the gth behind to
protect the eggs. Babies usually ¢ nest after

about thirty days.
Woodpeckers are know : ir repetitive (&) Wiy would many ik

tapping on tree trunks to e s from tree bark. h dneck 0

Some species tap on tr municate or attract Connect that woodpeckers are pests:

other woodpeckers. Woo rs can tap more than ten

thousand times a day] are usually not very

protective of their tg y.
The populg woodpeckers is generally not

considered to bggtl ened, but their habitat in some

areas has beer{fial figed due to woodcutting and

deforestatiq@mgh® species of these birds are considered

officially &fas
overall woodp

- k

and female woodpecker.

ummarize

) S
ul t (4) Why are woodpeckers
- considered to be some of the

nds food to loudest birds on earth?

fered by the government. Still, the Predict
ker population is balanced. -
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“The Cow” Comprehension Worksheet #8

Cows have many uses. Farmers raise cows for
different reasons. Some raise cows for their meat.

Others raise cows for their dairy products. Cows come (1) What other animals have
Connect

in many different colors. Cows can be brown, white, or
black. Male cows are called bulls, and they have horns.
Female cows are gentle. Bulls can be mean and
dangerous.
Almost every place in the world has cows.
Cows live in grassy meadows or on farms. There are
some wild cows left in the world. These wild cows are
in Midwestern America, India, and Africa. Wild cows

are not [he.same as farm cows. Still, most cows live on .Why T —
farms, not in the wild. . Interpre slettinthesworld?
Cows on farms are fed based on their use. Beef Q

cows are fed differently from dairy cows. A beef cow is
fed corn, grain, and grasses. Farmers feed these cows a
large amount of protein. Dairy cows need large amounts
of fiber. Dairy cows provide milk and cream. Cows

have very large stomachs that are divided into four (3) Why would only older

parts. Each part has a different job in digesting food.\\a cows be used for their hides?

Usually, only older cows are used to make clothes.

Their hides (the outer layers of cow skins) are drij Re-think
leather.

Baby cows are called calves. Some calv /() (4) Summarize the
difficulties in raising cows.

birth, because they are so large. Older cows
problems giving birth than do young cows.
nursed by their mothers for about ninety
cows like to stay in groups with each o

usually stay by themselves. Symnadlize
Cows require a lot of care fm@ers. Cow
C

hooves have to be trimmed by f e or twice

each year. The hair at the end o tail (called the (5) Why are cows not likely
switch) must be frequently cle trimmed. In the to become endangered
winter, cows are kept insid protect them animals?

from the cold in most
require a lot of fresh ha

. Mdditionally, cows
ch to sleep. They spend

40-50% of their day | n. Cows take several Bredict

naps throughout the -
In India, le follow the religion of

Hinduism. HinduSgglieve that cows are sacred animals.

m and cows are free to roam about
rldwide, cows are certainly not

als. There are over 1.3 billion cows
today. That number is almost equal to
six people on earth.

still in the
one cow for eve

View/Purchase Reading Fluency Toolkit

The Science of Reading Interven(¥® e - - e _



https://penningtonpublishing.com/products/reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit?utm_source=preview_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit

“The Koi” Comprehension Worksheet #9

Koi fish are freshwater fishes and are kept by
many as pets. Koi come in many different colors. Most
of them are orange. Koi have eyes on both sides of their
heads. Behind their eyes, they have gills. These gills
help them breathe under water. On their backs, they

have a fin. (HW 1 fish popular
The koi fish are related to carps. Carps come Tt : as pets.

from the Caspian Sea in Europe. Colored koi fish were nierpre _e

first discovered in Japan. Today, they live everywhere @

in the world. They are mostly kept as pets, but some -
have been released into the wild. People like keeping

koi because of their bright colors. Many people have &

built koi ponds to enjoy these fish. What problems might
Koi will eat many different foods if they are Pre .C‘Q esult by releasing koi fish

available. Koi owners usually feed them fish food from into the wild?

the store. However, they may feed their fish with some

live foods. These foods include worms, prawns,

tadpoles, and frogs. Some live foods, like insects, are
dangerous for koi to eat. Owners can also feed their ko'b 0

fish brown bread and lettuce. But, owners need to be\

careful because there are foods that they can’t digest.
Sometimes, male koi will bully females. (3) What special equipment
happens, an owner must separate the two. After the would be necessary to raise

babies, called fry, are born, they will find a placg both male and female koi?

koi fish will start swimming up to the surfay
water. The fry need to be fed and treated gi
their owner to help their growth.

Koi require a constant, good fi

(4) Summarize the special

en kill the fish. care that pet koi require.

@er chemicals
ish. Koi habitats
re (hardness or

simple tap water to their habitat &
Tap water is filled with chlorine
that may have negative effects{@
must have water that has thggi§

softness), temperature, iné¥and chemicals. It is o ——_—_m_ (5) What other animals have
recommended that new ers read information tive ; Foma
about creating a hom 1 fishes before bringing ? ?153;%;‘1?% TR
their fish home. )
Since koi sticated water animals, they
are not threatene xtinction. The population of koi
in the world i sing steadily as the demand for
these beaut ed fishes grows. Humans have Conmect
destroye
wild, becau

oi that have been released into the
pollute the water around them,
making it undrinkable for livestock. However, large

amounts of money have been spent to try to destroy
these wild populations of koi, and those operations have
been largely unsuccessful.
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“The Hawk” Comprehension Worksheet #10

The hawk is a large, powerful bird. One type of
hawk is the red-tailed hawk. These birds are mostly
brown in color. Their feathers have two different colors:
light and dark brown. Red-tailed hawks are known for (1) From

o 8 : scription,
their bright red tails. They are slightly larger than Predict st s tail Havks
common house cats. Their claws are called falons. They o)
are very sharp. -

Red-tailed hawks fly all over the world. Most of
them live in North and South America. These hawks
like to live in many different places. Some live in
forests and some in fields. They live in deserts and (A Why do red-tailed hawks
cities, too. Red-tailed hawks are often seen on telephone qe to sit on high places?

hawks.
These hawks are birds of prey. That means that
they usually hunt for food while flying. They do not
have three meals a day. They mostly feed on small
animals. They like rabbits, snakes, and rats. But, they
also eat fish and other birds. When hunting, they fly 4, 6
high in the air and look down. As soon as they see f g
they swoop down quickly and grab it with their talo
Red-tailed hawks can have babies when t
two years old. They have partners that they stay
many years. When a partner dies, the hawk wi
new one. Hawks remain in the same nest for jaga

poles. Where there are trees, there are also red-tailed Interprb

(3) How i1s the element of
surprise the red-tail hawk’s
greatest hunting strategy?

(4) What other animals are

used to hunt?
three eggs. They protect these eggs from

birds.

Humans have often used red-tg
falconry—the sport of using birds_to me. Hunters
have trained these hawks to trac%ame such as
squirrels, rabbits, and ducks. ave even been (5) Summarize the current
trained to work with dogs in h WVhen a hawk status of the red-tail hawk
catches its prey, the trainer cate the bird and population.
trade its catch for a piege,
are very few falconers
sport.

In the Unite

million red-taile
that the numbe

can be a very dangerous

alone, there are about one
Animal rights activists state Kiiiiiinag
ks has decreased due to

tting down of forests. However, as ?
have opened, the hawk population
Red-tailed hawks are not main targets

of bird-hunt ven though the hawks have been
known to hunt small farm animals.
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“The Ermine” Comprehension Worksheet #11

The ermine is also called the short-tailed weasel.

Ermines weigh less than one pound. In the summer,

their coats are brown. Their stomachs are white. But,

when it turns cold, their coats turn white. Ermines have Predict

long necks and bodies, but short legs. Their heads are

shaped like triangles with two pink ears. -
Ermines live in Canada, Alaska, Europe, and

Asia. They like to live in cold places. Ermines find

rocks to live by. They make lots of homes in between

the rocks. In fall, ermines shed their brown coats. Their

white coats let them match the snow in the winter. If Y
they cannot be seen, they cannot be eaten!

Ermines are carnivores. Mostly, they eat rabbits. q
With their sharp teeth, they are able to catch prey much o
bigger than themselves. But, they also like to eat rodents Con:\
and small insects. During wintertime, ermines will use
their sharp claws to dig under snow. Under the snow,
they can often find food to eat. They also use their
claws for burying their food.

Male ermines become adults at one year of ag
Females become adults much faster, at only two mo
of age. Females have ten to thirteen babies every
Baby ermines weigh only about as much as a coijy

eight weeks of age, the mother teaches them hqg
hunt. After that, females leave their mothers.2

What other animals hunt
r prey larger than
themselves?

N

(3) Summarize the ermine
family relationships.

Summarize
help raise any of the babies. Ermines live % >

to seven years. They live, eat, and hunt own.
However, they sometimes communicgiiligg ™ each other

through scents. Ermines have an ix @r sense of

(4) Why does the white fur
of the ermine symbolize
purity?

smell.

In colonial history, ermj once used as
furs for coats. The Kings and : f England often Interpret T y—

wore ermine on their robes e was known as a g

symbol of purity in E ause of its bright white @ expensive, when ! here ;lr €80

color. Ermine fur was o ested in the winter, - many of these animals?

when the ermine was white and had shed its

brown coat from s ven today, in some areas of

idered a symbol of good luck,

appearance.

fur i§ s}ill populflr. In some Re-think
coat is just as prized as a mink

coat. E not close to extinction. The })

Endangered ies List rates them as “not a concern.”

In fact, they spread quite quickly, and ermines are even

overpopulated in parts of Europe.

Today,
countries,
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“The Armadillo” Comprehension Worksheet #12

Armadillos are made to dig. They have short,
strong legs. These legs are good for finding food. Most
armadillos have bony plates on their tails. Armadillos
also have shells on their backs. They are mostly brown,
and they have short pointy ears.

Armadillos are about the same length as
common house cats. Armadillos live all over America. Re-think
They mostly live near rivers or lakes. They like to dig
holes for their homes. Armadillos often stay in the (
shade under trees. But, they also like to stay under the
homes of people. Some armadillos will make their home
underneath your house or in your backyard.

Armadillos are omnivores, since they do eat
some dead birds. However, they mostly eat plants and
bugs, instead of meat. Their diet consists mainly of ants,
beetles, and worms. They do not have very sharp teeth,
so most of what they eat must be very easy to chew.
Armadillos do have sharp claws, and they dig for bugs.
Also, they use these claws to tear apart rotten wood to 4,

search for ants. Armadillos can eat up to 40,000 ants\\

one meal!
Female armadillos give birth to their ba

nests. These nests are usually dug into the groun

protection. Once per year, female armadillos g

pregnant and lay just one egg. From this egg

four baby armadillos. All the babies look ¢

These armadillos will usually live to be t

years old. Most of the time, armadillos

themselves. Sometimes, they will m

Armadillos call out to each other wi

Armadillos like to swim,
talented at it. They usually use

Predict

n
ve by ‘
d food.

dog paddle through lakes or s rmadillos can Interpret
also go underwater, if they can hold their @
breath for four to six time. And, because

their heavy shell makes or them to float, they -
breathe air into their o0 stay afloat, just like

inflating a raft.

Unforturn
endangered. Op
number-the nifig &
are dying ofiiligg®™®se of people. As people populate
more and % and, armadillos are losing their natural
habitats. AlsO%ghe pets that people bring with them to
live in the armadillo habitats present problems.
Sometimes dogs have been known to kill these
interesting creatures. Still, there are many nine-banded
armadillos left in the world

nost species of armadillos are
pecies seems to be increasing in
ded armadillo. Many armadillos Connect

-

QZ) Summarize the
Q\Q

rize

(1) WigldoWiany people
con adillos to be

importance of the armadillo
claws.

(3) Predict when armadillos
might “call out to each
other.”

(4) Why might their
swimming ability be
important for these animals?

(5) How does increasing
human population affect the
habitats of other animals?
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“The Orca” Comprehension Worksheet #13

The orca is also called the killer whale. An orca
is a black and white dolphin. Orcas have white chests
and sides. They also have white spots above their eyes.
The rest of the body is black. Each orca has a large fin

on its back. Orcas are very large. One killer whale (1) Wh rcas swim so
can be as long as two cars! Their great size makes them far?
very strong. Rethiiik

Killer whales can be found all over the world. In _
fact, killer whales live in all five oceans. They also live (
in some seas. Orcas like cold water more than warm
water. They have even been known to swim under ice!
Each season, orcas swim to different places. But, ever N

s P s Yy

year, they come back to the same places during summer.

Orcas are known as the “wolves of the sea.” 2) What other animals hunt
They are called wolves, because they hunt in packs. A L/ in packs?
killer whale’s diet is mainly made up of large salmon. \
But, orcas have been known to eat other water animals
too. Some of their prey includes tuna, sharks, octopuses,

and reptiles. Rarely, orcas will eat mammals. They hay,
also been known to eat seals, sea lions, and other \

whales. Some have even been seen eating blue whales (3) Summarize the pod and
which are the largest animals on earth. Orcas eatQ family relationships of the
500 pounds of food each day! BEe:
At fifteen years of age, female orcas bec,
adults. Mothers have a single baby, called a .
every five years. Nearly half of all newbo
before turning one year old. Orcas live in
called pods. These groups each have th
language, which is different than that
Orca speech sounds like loud screa
hunt with their groups and share
Pods of orcas have been known
during hunting.
Throughout history,
business of killing whales , blubber, and oil-has (5) Predict the future of orcas
been common. This wh reduced the orca @ in zoos and in the wild.
population significantj® tionally, orcas have been -
shot or even bombe ome governments, because
orcas are such go rs that they compete with
commercial fish and reduce the supply of fish to

Summarize

pods. (4) Why don’t governments
iller whales support the orcas, rather than
each other. fishermen?

with each other

whaling—the Interpret

ce, trainability, and beauty of orcas
popular attractions at many zoos and

. Orcas are not listed as endangered or
threatened, althOugh numbers have declined in some
parts of the world. The orca population especially
thrives in the Antarctic ocean.

Predict
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“The Anteater” Comprehension Worksheet #14

The anteater is a strange looking animal. A giant
anteater’s body is very long. It is about as long as a
person’s body. Giant anteaters have long, rough hair
and a dark, bushy tail. Some giant anteaters are brown,
while others are gray. All giant anteaters have a black
stripe. They also have a very long tongue, which they

use to catch bugs to eat. (1) anteaters have to
Giant anteaters live in grasslands and rain Predict spe! uch time looking
forests. They are mostly from South America. They also ?
live in North America, too. They find their food in wet -
forest areas. They spend the whole day searching for Y
food. They make their home in a hole at the bottom of a
tree or in a hollow log. Giant anteaters can live near Q
people or away from them.
Searching on the ground or in logs, giant N/ (2) How would rocks help
anteaters find and eat a variety of insects. Their favorite break down food?
foods are ants and termites. Giant anteaters can eat Q

thousands of insects in just a few minutes! These
anteaters can smell their food from far away. Since thegp, i

do not have any teeth, they use rocks in their mouths (3) Why do people allow
break down their food. Giant anteaters have sticky \ p anteaters to live in their
tongues that allow them to pick up many insects habitats?

They do not destroy the insects’ habitat so that
come back again another time.

In the autumn season, giant anteaters &
After about six months, baby anteaters are (4) Summarize the mother-

anteaters only have one baby at a time. F, t year baby relationship of
of their lives, baby giant anteaters will ofthelr @ anteaters.

mothers’ backs. Then, after a few m° y -

anteaters will start leaving their mot short trips.

Eventually, after about two year will leave their

mothers and live on their own. (5) What other animals’ wet
Some anteaters are acti day while forest habitats have been

st#ifle opposite. They threatened by humans?

sleeping at night, but othergyf® . S
are light sleepers, and e ake up at the slightest
sound around them. Thg cct themselves from
predators with their pdWw claws. One of their worst
predators is the jag

Humans a the biggest threat to the wild
giant anteater pga on. As humans continue to

" . ;

expand their higifaliby destroying forests and Connect

gs, the giant anteater population
are considered vulnerable to
extinction.
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“The Elephant” Comprehension Worksheet #15

Elephants are the biggest land animals. They
have huge trunks. They use these to eat and drink.
Under an elephant’s trunk are tusks. Tusks look like
big, white bananas. They help elephants dig and fight.
An elephant’s skin is mostly gray or brown. They have
large floppy ears on the sides of their heads.

Elephants live in Africa and Asia. African
elephants have large ears, while Indian elephants have
small ears. Elephants live in places with a lot of grasses,
trees, and shrubs. They also live by ponds and lakes.
Sometimes they walk for miles to find food and water.
Many elephants live in zoos throughout the world.

Elephants are herbivores. They spend about
sixteen hours every day finding food! Most of their diet
is made up of grasses. Other foods include leaves,
bamboo, twigs, and fruit. They even eat flowers.
Elephants use their trunks to pull food from trees or
from the ground. They can eat up to 300 pounds of food
in just one day! They usually drink water once or twicap, Q

a day, but some elephants will even go three days be\\

4

taking a drink.
Elephant family groups are made up of fe
and their babies. The babies are called calves. T
family groups are called herds and can be as s
three or four or as large as twenty-five. Fem
babies usually follow mother elephants an

This prepares the females to be good mo ng
males leave the herd between ages ten een.

Older females in the herd protect yo s from
other animals.

Elephants are some of the ntelligent land
animals. In fact, they have the torains of any

Re-think

(
ut

|

living animal in the world, eve%. According to Connect
researchers, elephants are exfess human-like

feelings, such as comp grief. Elephants are

very similar to humans e the only animals

known to have a cer hen a fellow elephant

dies. When an elep, urt, others will band together

to help it. Eleph ave excellent memories and

they have even own to use plants to heal

themselves. Predict

inning of time, elephants have been
ans. Alexander the Great and

m in war to defeat their enemies. In
recent years, elephants have been illegally hunted for
their ivory tusks. The elephant population is officially
endangered. There are only about half of a million left
in the world today.

Summarize

(1) Su where
elep e

b.i
Why would elephants
Int

have to walk for miles to find
food and water?

(3) How do males relate to
the herd?

(4) What human-like
characteristics do elephants
have?

(5) How will the elephants
respond to increasing human
population and deforestation?
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“The Iguana” Comprehension Worksheet #16

Iguanas are types of lizards. They are about five
feet long with their tails. These animals are green or
grayish-green. Their skin is rough. They have plenty of
bumps on their backs. Green iguanas have long fingers (1) Sum the
and claws to help them climb. These animals look . appear nanas.
heavy, but they are not. They are quite fast. Their teeth S%anze 2 =

are sharp and strong.

These iguanas are mainly from South America.

But, they also can be found in Mexico and Florida. &‘:

They usually live near water, and they often climb in
trees. They can fall from the top of a very tall tree and
land without being hurt. Green iguanas use their claws

to hook onto trees. Connec
Green iguanas are mainly herbivores. They feed

on flowers, leaves, and fruits. The plum is one of the

favorite foods of the green iguana. Although green

iguanas mainly eat plants, they also have been seen

eating mice, dead fish, and insects. Some wild green
iguanas have even been known to eat bird eggs. Baby ¢, 6
iguanas have a different diet than full-grown iguana; \
Iguanas usually prefer to live alone. However
they can be found living in groups in sunny areas@§ Q
iguanas lay about fifty eggs at a time. They lay a
eggs in a hole they dig in the ground called a b
Sometimes, they dig more burrows than the
trick animals that may want to eat their egg
female iguana lays her eggs, she never reg
hole. The eggs hatch by themselves, ané
grow up without parents. Only about
survive each batch of eggs.
Many people in the United

at other animals are
d tree climbers?

(3) Why might only five out
of fifty iguana eggs survive?

/(_) (4) Why would iguanas be
difficult to care for?

cs and Mexico (5) Why are iguana farms
t to have i for pet ; difficult i ing i ?
want to have iguanas for pets, Mas are difficu Predict increasing in number?

to keep and care for. These an@ considered to be
exotic pets, because they ar nd require special -
treatment. Because of i demand, hunting for
iguanas can be very prof1 though some states
i gether. Now, more and

prohibit iguana hun
more iguanas are bei ised on iguana farms to sell as

pets.

In South
for iguanas. T
rainforest 1

jca, some people have other uses
ople, mostly living in remote

, actually eat green iguanas. Those @
that eat ds refer to iguanas as “bamboo
chickens” or “g@ickens of the trees.” However, iguanas
are not part of the normal diet in most South American
households. The overall green iguana population is
healthy and in balance.

Interpret
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“The Otter” Comprehension Worksheet #17

The otter lives on land and in fresh or saltwater.
Otters have long, slim bodies. Their arms and legs are
very short. Most otters have sharp claws on their feet.
Their tails are strong and long. They have two layers of
fur. The top layer is hard and thick. Under that is a
softer, thinner layer. This fur keeps otters warm, even in
cold water. Otters have a lot of hair, making their fur

very dense. .
Y There are thirteen different types of otters in the SUmnTArize
world. They live almost everywhere. Otters live by ?
rivers, creeks, seas, and oceans. Some even live in
swamps! Fresh water otters spend most of their time on —
land. They use small holes in trees or rocks for homes.
But, sea otters do not go on land very much. Sea otters ) Why would nursing
use plants to sleep on when they are in the water. L/ mothers have to hunt more?
Otters eat mostly fish. However, they also eat
lobsters, clams, shrimp, and mice. Some otters have
become experts at opening clams and shellfish. Rarely, Kk
otters will eat small land animals or birds. Otters are @
very active hunters. The normal otter will hunt for a \ f) (3) What is the relationship

three to four hours a day. Nursing mothers will hunt u between mother and baby
to eight hours a day! Many otters will catch their.

(1) Su e the variety
wit tter species.

otters.

using their teeth, but some use their claws.

Most otters start having babies at about
years of age. But, otters in Africa can start hay Interpret
babies at just one year old! Most otters are g nt for
about two months, except sea otters. For 3aa @ () Wbt Sher-animals have
pregnancy lasts about six months. Otterg - similar communication
each year. Otters ferociously defend thgir"¥gbies against B A
any attacks. Female otters feed their @ for about six ques ’
months before the babies begin t§ or themselves.

Otters use their mouths 4 ce sounds and
communicate with each other. ters are the )
loudest of all the species. Rg ave identifieda o (5) What will happen to the

also communicate by otter?
(M5, they have openings

wide variety of otter calls.

and rehabilitated otters,

fforts to reintroduce otters into
ashington, and California have
been very, ful. Still, the otter population remains
threatened shortages, human destruction of
habitat, and water pollution.

700 parks have re
especially sea

the wild in Predict
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“The Umbrella Bird” Comprehension Worksheet #18

The umbrella bird does not carry an umbrella. It
does live in the rainforests. This bird gets its name from
its head feathers. These feathers face forward and cover
its face like an umbrella. Umbrella birds are about
twelve to eighteen inches long. Wone think that

They also have a long piece of skin called
a wattle that hangs down from their necks. Turkeys Re-think
have wattles like these. But, umbrella birds have even
bigger ones. Some of these wattles are as long as the () o

birds. It’s amazing that the birds do not lose their
balance when standing on tree branches. The wattles

help them chirp very loudly. In fact, umbrella birds are @ Why would umbrella

some of the noisiest birds in the rainforests. ds move to the mountains
Most umbrella birds live in Central America and 0 have babies?

in the northern areas of South America. They stay in the L/

mountains when they are having babies. They live in the t \

tropical rainforest lowlands the rest of the time. They

make their homes in the tallest trees. This is where most

of the sunlight is found. @ (3) Summarize the hunting
Umbrella birds are omnivores, so they eat bo \ techniques of the umbrella

meat and plants. Umbrella birds move up and down th\ bird?

trees of the rainforest looking for prey. Once the
an animal or large insect, they grab it with their bga®®
Then, they knock it out by slamming it against g

®

branch. Finally, they eat it. Umbrella birds will. £ SIS (4) What other animal species
frogs, lizards, and small rodents. They also eat ? have the female that picks the
fruit. male?
Males look for female mates in g
way. They sit up in a tree all day lon it,
Connect

they use their wattles to make a lou . It sounds

like someone banging on a big n‘% can. The

females can hear this sound thr he forest. If (5) How will the growing

they are looking for a mate, th llow the sound deforestation affect the

to where the males are sitti e female picks umbrella bird population?

which male it likes bes

Umbrella birds anger of extinction

because their habitat q y diminishing. Forests

are being quickly cle out in Central America and in .
Predict

northern South A plant crops or graze

livestock. The ac that people take to expand -

farmland or g grazing land affect other animals

and their haji would certainly be a shame to lose
these inte mbrella birds.
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“The Bear” Comprehension Worksheet #19

Bears are some of the most powerful wild
animals. Different bears have different colors of fur.
Brown bears can have brown, blonde, and black fur.
Their tails are about as long as their heads. Bears are
very strong. Some bears are big, and some are small. (1) Wh eople kill
Male bears are bigger than females. brow

There are few brown bears left in the world.

They mainly live in Russia and in the United States. Predict
Brown bears used to live all over, but they were killed |

where humans settled. Brown bears like to live in the
open country where there are mountains. Others like to

live in forests. Bears build dens in which to sleep. Dens q(’ﬂf’zfgilzfﬂze the brown
are large holes that bears dig under trees or sometimes
on the sides of hills.

Brown bears are omnivores. They eat a variety L/
of different plants and meats. They mainly like to eat 7
leaves, berries, roots, fungi, and sprouts. But they also
eat fish, insects, and small mammals like raccoons. (3) How do mother bears
Brown bears in Yellowstone have been known to eat up, train their cubs?
to 40,000 moths in one day! Occasionally, these be \
will eat deer or moose. They have been known to bre
into cars and homes to get food as well.

Over the summer months, brown bears | (4) What other animals do
other brown bears for mates. They remain with e not mix well with the human
mates from several days to a few weeks. Mal ®  Re-think habitat?
with other males for their partners. Each ye, es
have about one to four babies, called cub. e /(_)
born blind, without teeth, and without i y Temain
with their mothers for two to four ye (5) How would the grizzly
to hunt, fish, and defend themselves bearniixveith the Baman

The California State Fla a large type habitat if reintroduced today?

of brown bear called a grizzly.
1900s, grizzly bears have been
Grizzly bears were wiped o

, since the early
in California.

Connect

Interpret

is facing endaaaifient. Some organizations want to @

reintrod m bears to their previous habitats in the -
i States. One of the largest grizzly

reserves in the world is Yellowstone National Park in

Wyoming.
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“The Camel” Comprehension Worksheet #20

The camel is a special animal. Camels live in

some of the driest places on earth. Camels have very

long necks and large nostrils. They are most famous for

their humps on their backs. Most camels have just one

hump, but some have two. They have long, skinny legs

and very large feet. (1) Su how people
Camels live in the hottest places on earth. use ¢

Those with one hump mostly live in the deserts of T

Africa, Arabia, and Australia. Another type of camel

with two humps lives only in the Gobi Desert of Asia. g g

Most camels are cared for by human owners. People

ride their camels on the hot desert sand. They also use

camels to carry things for them. Some people think that

camels are mean and kick and spit. This is not true.

Camels are very helpful and smart. Re-t:

Camels can last an entire week without eating
food or drinking water! Camel owners will feed them
grass, grains, wheat, and oats. The camels slowly digest

their food. They spit it up and chew it again. Although4gp,

many people think that camels store water in their \\

hy might people think
camels carry water in
ir humps?

humps, this is not true. The humps are made of fatty

tissue, and this does help camels last longer beth (3) Compare the terms of

meals. pregnancies for camels and

These animals generally live for about gair humans.

forty years. When females are about five ye

they are ready to have babies. Females are

about thirteen months before having thei

usually have one baby, but can have twi
Throughout history, camels

warfare because camels can walk le

without growing tired. The first r use of camels

in battle was in 547 B.C. whe e Great of

Persia rode camels into battle. els were not Interpret

only used in the military d cient times. In @ (5) What will happen to the

the mid-nineteenth cengpp} nited States rode wild camels in the future?

camels to patrol the C -Mexico border. And, -

recently United Nati ckeeping troops in Africa

have been using ca transportation. R
Most of d’s camels currently are

domesticated. r, there are about 900 Bactrian -

(Asian) came the wild. They live in China and

Mongolia y are threatened by illegal mining,

wolves, a ing. Many efforts to help increase the

population olggld Asian camels have been made, but

they have met little success.

Connect

t for
(4) Why are camels still
i practical options for

istances transportation?
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“The Dog” Comprehension Worksheet #21

Dogs are kept as pets everywhere in the world.
They are known as “man’s best friends.” Dogs have
different sizes, shapes, and colors. Big dogs can be as
big as wolves. Small dogs can be as small as house cats.
Most dogs have a tail. Some tails are long and straight,
while others are curly, short, or twisted. (1) Su how people

Different kinds of dogs have different abilities. s
Humans have used dogs to help rescue people. Dogs
also help the police. Dogs even help to guide the blind.
They can hunt, herd, and guard. Dogs have very good
hearing. They can hear four times as far as people. They
can also smell better than most animals, too. Dogs are
very useful and helpful to people.

Unlike most carnivores, dogs don’t just eat meat.
Besides meat, they eat vegetables, grains, eggs, and
even milk. Some human food, however, is very
dangerous to dogs. Chocolate, onions, grapes, raisins,
and some nuts can hurt dogs. Some plants and flowers
also can be dangerous to dogs. Dog owners must be @

very careful not to feed their dogs anything that may\

Summarize

“ 3

How do dog owners need
to be careful in raising their
dogs?

:-,}) q

poisonous to their digestive systems.
Dogs have been featured in contests and
entertainment. Every year, thousands of dogs co
in dog agility championships. Hard-working dggs
their trainers practice for months on obstacle coi
Also, dogs compete in “dog shows.” Dog oy
their dogs judged on beauty, grooming, a

(3) Why are dogs especially
suited to entertain people?

%

Interpret (4) What other pets have

performance in various challenges. So , Stich as ) >
Lassie, have been the stars of televisi s and ﬁ similar overpopulation
FROREE, - problems?

In the United States and tries, there is
a dog overpopulation problem. Bhe e over 73
million dogs in the United Stat e. That is almost ]
one dog for every four peop A, ogs should be Connect (5) Predict what challenges

spayed or neutered to ? vl unwanted puppies. wild dogs will face in the
Lovable dogs can be add§ om many animal shelters m future.

at little cost.

Most of the s dogs are owned by humans
as pets, but there il "some wild packs of dogs in Predict
Africa and Asia. wild species of dogs, like the
African Wild ce some challenges as humans
continue to to their habitat.
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“The Fox” Comprehension Worksheet #22

There are over twenty types of foxes in the wild.
Red foxes are one type of fox. They have black ears and

feet. Their tails are bushy and white at the tip. Some red Fredict (1) Would foxes be apimals
foxes are not red, but most of them are. Red foxes can ‘ that Eun[ers would wish to
see, smell, and hear better than humans. Even though hunt’

they have short legs, they can run very fast. In winter,
red foxes grow extra fur to help keep them warm.

Red foxes are found in many different places.
They can be found in North America, Europe, Australia,
and Asia. They mostly live in open grassy areas. Red
foxes try to hide from humans as much as they can.

Some red foxes live in forests. Wherever they live, red Explain how red foxes are
foxes each have their own territories. There, they can Re thin: y independent.

raise their families and make homes for their babies.

Foxes are omnivores. Their diet ranges from

(7
small mammals to birds and fruit. Red foxes’ favorite /_K:

foods are rodents. They like to eat small mice and rats.

Once they find their prey, it is hard for their prey to

escape. Red foxes are too fast for most of their victims.

Sometimes, red foxes will even eat leftover food fro \'

humans like orange or banana peels. Red foxes hunt

alone. Once they find food, they do not share it.
Female red foxes will have about five to sj

(3) What makes foxes such
good hunters?

The red foxes make special homes for their bglis (4) What other animals are as
called dens. Red foxes help their cubs along e fi territorial as foxes?
five weeks of their lives. After the cubs agg
old, they leave their dens.

Unlike wolves, red foxes do ng
They mainly stay to themselves. So
that are next to each other may ¢
often fight each other over their
territory has only one male, higa
mates), and their cubs. Thrq
fox families build mul@ lenS¥Often, they will take
over other animals’ dens®

Connect

s, territories
apPout red foxes ﬁ
@cs. Each . .
(5) Summarize the predicted

future of the fox population.

Summarize

se they control the rodent and rabbit
ough the red fox population may soon

decrease du verhunting in their habitats, as of now

red foxes are not in danger of extinction.
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“The Goose” Comprehension Worksheet #23

The goose is a medium to large bird. The plural
of goose is geese. There are many kinds of geese in the
world. One kind is the Canadian goose. Canadian geese
are beautiful birds. They have gray bodies with white
chests and chins. Their heads and necks are black.
Canadian geese like to live close to water. (HwW d Canadian
Sometimes they move from one place to another. When

: gee a V-shape
they decide to move, they fly together. They fly in a V- Re-think we@
shape called a wedge. On long flights, the birds change })

places. They do this because the birds in front get tired
from flying into the wind. It’s easier to fly at the rear of Y
the wedge. When they fly, the geese like to honk loudly.

Canadian geese eat a lot of grass. When they Why don’t farmers want
eat, they grab the grass in their bills and then jerk their @ o anadian geese on their

heads to tear out the grass. Geese will eat most any

plant that grows near water, even seaweed! The geese

also eat wheat, rice, and corn. Of course, this means that

farmers usually don’t like Canadian geese to visit often.
When geese are two years old, they look for 4

mates. The partners usually stay together all their liv

The female lays about six eggs at a time. Both the \

mother and the father guard the nest. Lots of anirQ (3) What other animals are

like to eat their eggs, so they have to watch the e changing their habitats and
Q Connect

farms?

carefully. The female has to be especially care why?
because she loses some of her feathers befor s
are hatched, so she can’t fly.
These geese are generally migra
means that they lay eggs and hatch thei in cold (4) Why are Canadian geese
climates but fly south to warmer are d the unwanted guests in these
winter. However, for reasons that.sc don’t fully communities?
understand, many Canadian geelew remaining in .
the warmer climates all year 1o as created Predict
problems for some communiti e these geese -
have permanently settled a ere there is (5) Summarize how an

water. Golf courses an hino developments with imbalance in nature can
small lakes now have t as unwanted guests. overpopulate animal species.

These geese can be v, sy and because they
aggressively defen erritories, they can injure

they are in Eu 0. Their numbers are growing due
to the fact of their natural predators, such as
the bald d fox, and gray wolf are declining.

of animals changes in nature, some
animal populations can grow larger than their habitats
will allow. This seems to be the case with the
overpopulation of Canadian geese in some areas.

Summarize
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“The Horse” Comprehension Worksheet #24

Horses are some of the most important animals.
At the bottom of their four long legs, they have hooves.
Hooves are like human nails, but stronger and thicker.
Horses have long necks and long heads. Their necks

have special hair called a mane. Their eyes are big, so C—

they can see all around them. Horses come in many
different colors.

People ride horses. They ride them to work on
cattle ranches. They race them at racetracks. They also
ride them for fun. Farmers use them to work on farms.

Better fed horses serve their owners best. Horse owners
feed their horses freshly cut hay. Some owners feed St o
their horses grains such as corn and oats. Riding or
; : ve humans.
working horses drink a lot of water. They need clean Su

water at all times.
Wild horses, also called mustangs, live in the
Western United States, Western Canada, and parts of
Southern China. Most wild horses live on wide, open
grasslands and eat grass, flowers, and other plants. 4, 9
Other wild horses live in forests. In the winter, when \
grass is not available, they will eat the bark off trees.\
Female horses are pregnant for almost a f@ (3) How are mustangs
Usually, they have only one baby, called a foal, agg
time. Horses reach full growth at about four to f

years of age. In the wild, horses live in groupg
the control of one head male and one head #§ @

dependent upon the condition
& of their habitat?

habitats. They usually have shorter bac manes, (
and lower set tails than horses raised gl (4) Predict the future of the
average horse lives for about twept &r n the wild. wild horse population.

wild horses live, wild horses fagiew predators.
Mountain lions are the excepti8 %

In 1978, a new feder e United States (5) How might federal lands

required that lands be igpy o allow the wild horse  pLadict have been improved to help
population to survive. Sj n, the wild horse I wild biorsen/batter siifrvive?

population has seen increase of about 15-20%
more than the previ bers. In addition, since the
1970s, over 175, horses have been tamed and
this time, the wild horses in the
uthern China face no threat of
autiful animals continue to thrive
ches, in riding stables, and now in

United States

extinction.
Interpret

>
&
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“The Jackrabbit” Comprehension Worksheet #25

The jackrabbit is not really a rabbit. It is a hare.
Jackrabbits don’t make good pets. They are wild . .
animals. Rabbits make Vgery glz)od pe[s.yBoth do look Summarize g%fSummarlljzi the
alike. Usually, jackrabbits are a little larger than rabbits. ? i
Jackrabbits are famous for their large, floppy ears. They
can be brown or white with some black color. They are
covered in fur.

Jackrabbits can move very quickly. They run
very fast. They can run up to 45 miles per hour. They
also leap very high and far. Their speed and leaping
help jackrabbits get away from danger sometimes.

Foxes, coyotes, owls, snakes, hawks, and people like to Re-think How would a jackrabbit’s

hunt them. They can be a very tasty dinner. ckness help it escape from
Jackrabbits live most everywhere in the world. ( anger?

They make their homes above ground in simple nests. \

Rabbits live underground in tunnels called burrows.
Jackrabbits don’t build nests for their babies, but rabbits Q
do build nests. Jackrabbit babies are born with complete
fur and with their eyes open, while rabbit babies have ¢, 6
no fur, and their eyes are closed. \
Jackrabbits are herbivores. This means that the
only eat plants. They especially enjoy lettuce andég
vegetables. Jackrabbits can be unwelcome visito
vegetable garden because they eat so much. Fayg
keep dogs and cats to scare away the jackrabja
Jackrabbits are most active at night. They 1 food
when it’s dark. During the day, they rest
grassy areas. They keep their long ears
backs and they crouch low to the gro
seen.

(3) At what time of day is
there the greatest danger for
Interpret jackrabbits?

oid being (4) What other animals are
considered to be tricksters?

Many cultures have inter ories and
myths about jackrabbits. In so n cultures,
jackrabbits are considered to b rs. This means i
that people think that these mart trouble- (5) Why would the jackrabbit
makers that have specig, s. Some Africans believe be bad luck in some cultures
that jackrabbits are bad ericans believe that a and good luck in other
rabbit’s foot is good om the Arabian culture, cultures?
The Tortoise and t is one of Aesop’s most
famous fables. .

Predict

In Eas ures, jackrabbits play a huge role
s. The hare is a key animal in the -
¢ “Year of the Rabbit” is actually

are.” The Chinese also see the

the seas on the moon surface do produce an image that
looks like a jackrabbit. The image certainly looks more
like a jackrabbit than the “man in the moon.”

View/Purchase Reading Fluency Toolkit

The Science of Reading Interven(¥® e - - — _ .



https://penningtonpublishing.com/products/reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit?utm_source=preview_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit

“The Kangaroo” Comprehension Worksheet #26

Kangaroos are one of few animals in the wild
that jump more than they run. Their ears are long and Connect (1) What other animals are

pointed. But, kangaroos stand like humans. And they Known for their jumpin
hop like frogs! Their coat is mostly brown with white jumping
on the bottom. Some even have gray coats. They have

ability?
long, powerful tails. Kangaroos are famous for the
pouches on their bellies. They carry their babies in

these pouches.
In the wild, kangaroos are only found on one
continent—Australia. Different types of kangaroos live in
different areas, but mostly they live in grasslands near
water. Some live in forests and still others live right Predict why the kangaroo
outside of the city! Recently, the kangaroo habitathas  p_qe ¢ itat has recently

increased. ncreased.
Like cows, kangaroos must eat their food, spit it

back up, and then eat it again before they can store it.

Some kangaroos graze at night, while others graze

during the middle of the day. Kangaroos mostly eat
grass and leaves. If they can find green plants that are 4,

not dead, they do not need to drink water. Kangaroo \

have special teeth that are designed for eating grasse\

After they wear out, their back teeth fall out and 3) Sump‘larize [.heir group
teeth grow in their place. and family relationships.

Most kangaroos have only one baby, ¢ 8
. . L . Summarize
joey, at a time. The joey is warmed in its motg

pouch and rides comfortably as she hops. Ag@&bo# nine ?
months, the joey leaves his mother’s po Tt
periods. It stays with its mother for a to%gh een
months before fully leaving her. Ka ove in (4) Why would people
groups. The groups are made up of e, several promote boxing matches
females, and their young. Groups consist of between kangaroos and men?
hundreds of kangaroos.

When kangaroos hop hey use their
powerful hind legs to push off the ground. et
Their upper legs are st W In fact, there have even _ (5) For what two reasons
been boxing events bet garoos and men. The }) have kangaroos increased in
kangaroos always wi aroos are very fast and can siber?
reach speeds of up miles per hour! Also, when
kangaroos are m wly, they often use their tail as
an extra leg to ve themselves along.

Befo pean settlement in Australia,
kangaroos angered. But, as the Europeans
prepared r farming with added irrigation, the
kangaroo po ion grew. Since the massive
extermination of the kangaroo’s main predator, the -
Tasmanian wolf, kangaroos have even overpopulated
some areas.

Interpret
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“The Lion” Comprehension Worksheet #27

Lions are the second biggest cats in the wild.
Mostly, lions are light brown. But, they also come in
darker colors. Male lions have very large manes. The
mane is made up of many small dark hairs on the side
and back of the head. Lions are heavier than two people
put together, but as fast as cars over short distances!

In Africa, lions can be found on the savannahs.
These are the grassy areas with shady trees. Central and
southern Africa have many savannahs. Lions also live in
India. Of course, they are very popular zoo animals. In
America alone, there are hundreds of lions in zoos.

In the wild, lions eat mainly large animals. &
They like to eat zebras, buffaloes, and even elephants.
Sometimes, they eat smaller animals or reptiles as well. o

They even might attack livestock (cows) in villages for .\

food. Often, lions will steal food from hyenas and (2) Why won’t male lions
leopards, after those animals kill their prey. Lions hunt § hunt if they have female

Connect (1) What other animals have
manes?

in packs and use strategic attacks to kill their food. All Kk .
female lions hunt, but only some male lions will hunt. 5

a male has a mate, he will not hunt. In the zoo, keep \
give lions beef and horse tails to eat. \ f>

Female lions usually give birth every tw

When they give birth, they usually have about ong
five babies, called cubs. Only one out of five cybs
survives their first two years of life. After twg

age, lions are taught to hunt. Lions live in I3
of females with few males. Groups, calledgr?

may (3) Predict why so few cubs

even grow to forty lions. Predict survive their first years of
When a male enters a new priga, s not life.
uncommon for him to kill all the culi e pride that -
are unable to run from him. He K bs to ensure
that all the future cubs in the pri hare his blood.
Although the adult lion has no m predators, the (4) Summarize the role of
main job of male lions is to C pride and its the male lion in the pride.
territory. Both males [ defend against outside
lions that try to join theiSgid® In the wild, lions live Summarize
about fifteen years.
Lions are qube to extinction. Massive g (5) Why would an animal
efforts to expand at of lions and provide them with no natural predators be
with sufficient p ve been somewhat successful. vulnerable to extinction?

Thousands of
North and
Asia. Scig
to human te™

Calaaco, lions used to roam the lands in
A ;

@erica, as well as in Europe and
elieve they died off in these areas due ~ Interpret
brial expansion and disease.

GLLL]
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“The Mouse” Comprehension Worksheet #28

The mouse is a very small animal. A mouse is
one kind of rodent. It is not a little rat. Two or more are Re-think ) Wh W 1
called mice. Mice are only about six inches long. That (1)'Why WLy }?) ROEE
includes a very long, thin tail. They are white, brown, or ( confise migs and. zas?
gray. Their whiskers are also long. They have pink,
round ears. Most mice run along the ground. Some can
hop.

Mice can be found everywhere in the world.
They live in grassy fields or forests. They live in
mountain areas. They may also live in the walls of your
home or apartment! Some live in science labs. There,
they serve as subjects for study. Mice have helped
scientists make many important discoveries.

Mice have babies year-round. Their average
litter size is a dozen. Their babies are called pups. They
are born without hair and their eyes are closed.

Although mice may live up to two years in a science lab Q

or as a pet, most mice live only about six months in the 0

.

Summarize where mice
e.

Summariz

Q

wild. They are favorite meals for cats, foxes, hawks, agg

snakes. Mice eat grains, rodent pellets, and of course\\

they love cheese. The cartoon character mice have
. nterpret
always loved their cheese. Q

(3) Why do mice raised in
labs live longer than mice in

In the wild, mice can be real pests. They @ the wild?
farmer’s crops, and they can also spread diseas e -
of the diseases are very serious. Mice are carjg e
deadly hantavirus, so it’s best to not handl ice.
At home, mice can be wonderful are
intelligent and very clean. They like to aMd are fun
to watch. Mice will allow people to ®h and some (4) What other pets have
will even do tricks. They live up to t ession, “‘as similar behaviors and

abilities as those of mice?

quiet as a mouse.” To properly ¢ et mice, you

. . Connect
need a special cage or aquariu leep on a nest of
shredded wood or clean pape
Mice have always o@iflar subjects of
literature. Mice are usugl ured as intelligent and

(5) Why would mice be such

clever. They are also con : i
popular subjects of literature?

This means that mice
solvers and use thej
also have starred 4

to be very resourceful.
en to be good problem-
ces to their benefit. They
pated movies and cartoons. Of
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“The Newt” Comprehension Worksheet #29

The newt looks like a cross between a lizard and
a frog. Newts are amphibians. They spend some of their
lives in water and some out of water. Newts are part of  Interpret (1) How are newts different
the salamander family. They are dry and bumpy. Other @ than most galamanders?
salamanders are wet and smooth. Newts live mostly on
land. Other salamanders live in water. Newts have four -
legs. Other salamanders have just two. Most
salamanders are less than six inches long.

Newts are some of the oldest creatures on earth.
They live most everywhere in the world. They like to o
live in shady areas under rocks, in hollow trees, or in
holes that they dig. The holes are called burrows. Newts &
stay close to water because this is where they have their
babies.
Newts hatch their babies from eggs. They lay L/ (2) How are newts similar to
their eggs on top of plants in streams, ponds, or lakes. o frogs?

The newt mothers fold the plants over the eggs to
protect them. The mothers lay about twenty eggs, twice
per year. The newborns are called radpoles. Just like @
frogs, they look more like fish when they are born. T,
grow legs and their gills turn into lungs that breathe ai
after they are born.

All newts are carnivores, so they eat meaﬂ (3) Describe the hunting
eat worms, snails, fish, crayfish, and mice. Thegs techniques of newts.
s

their prey slowly and then pounce quickly. S ReAhink
newts wait until the prey walks close by th (
have long tongues that they use to snatch

unsuspecting meals.

Newts have a special ability t eing eaten (4) Summarize how the newt
by predators. Their skin produces a that animals avoids being killed.
have learned to avoid. Native A n the
Northwest used to harvest this pi om newts. They Suriiaiize
tipped their arrows with this pd ill their
enemies. The poison is deacigo ans, so you

(5) Predict where newts have
W& declined throughout the more of a chance to survive.
eir habitats. Water
reatly to the decline of the
e use of pesticides by

farmers has incre water pollution because they Predict
eventually wagll Mg streams, lakes, and rivers. Some
countries, s e United States and Great Britain, -
have pass to protect salamander habitats. It is

even against& law to own a salamander as a pet in
Great Britain.
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“The Pig” Comprehension Worksheet #30

The pig is also called a hog or a swine. Pigs

have short legs and fat bodies. Their bodies have hair all

over. Their heads are big, and they have noses called

snouts. Pigs have sharp teeth. Two of the teeth are

called rusks. Pigs have four toes on each of their four

feet. Pigs can be pink, brown, white, or black. (Hw igs valuable
Pigs are found in all areas of the world. Pigs are Interpret lives

omnivores, which means that they eat both animals and

plants. Farm-raised pigs are well known for eating just @

about anything. They will eat insects, worms, garbage, -

leaves, grass, fruit, and flowers. Most pigs are raised by

farmers for food. Pigs provide ham, bacon, pork chops,

and sausage. Pig meat is called pork. Some religions

have rules against eating pork. Farmers also raise pigs 4 WL ther IS
. . . .. PS children raise to show at

&

for their tough skins, which are dried into leather. .
Footballs are called “pig skins” because many are made fairs?
from pigs. Pig hair is used to make hair brushes.
Female pigs are called sows. They have a litter
of between six and twelve babies. The babies are calle )
piglets. Many children and teenagers raise these plgl\ (3) What happens to pigs sold

C

and “show” them in county fairs. The pigs are judged at auction?
upon their beauty, grooming, size, and weight. Y.
people earn medals or ribbons for winning pigs a
even sell their pigs to the highest bidders at auctio
Pigs can’t cool themselves because thg
sweat, so they roll in cool mud during hot @ The
mud also protects them from flies and ac
sunscreen. Wild pigs are just as messy gghis &S,
Wild pigs can destroy farm crops and gg : They

Re-think (4) Why would people want

p pot-bellied pigs as pets?

3_15. Pot- (5) Summarize the cultural
importance of pigs.

Plgs are some of the sm
bellied pigs have recently beco
They can be walked like dogs can even be
trained to perform tricks. P in medical
research, because manyo irorgans closely -
resemble those of hum

Pigs are imp tural characters in
countries throughout orld. Pigs have long been
favorite subjects re and cartoons. “Porky the
Pig” is one of the popular animal television

characters. * as starred in movies by the same
name. The pi n one of the animals on the twelve-

opular pets.

Predict

Summarize
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“The Quail” Comprehension Worksheet #31

The quail is a bird that is part of the pheasant
family. These birds all have six feathers on top of their
heads. These feathers look like hats. Quail are mostly
gray. They have black faces. They also have big bellies.
The quail is the state bird of California.

Quail live in many parts of the world. In fact,
quail were brought into m)e(u?y countries. Most types of ) HO -~ L Japaniese
quail live in the same place all year. They walk more qme frqn; thal of the
than they fly. Some quail, such as the quail in Japan, do Interpret quail?
fly to warmer places in the winter. These quail fly long @

=

distances.

Quail like to stay in small flocks called coveys. g
They like to look for food with other quail. Quail mostly
eat seeds, but sometimes they will eat insects, berries,
and leaves. The birds scratch the ground like chickens L/
to find their food. The quail also like to take baths \ 8y Suiniarive fhe sove
together. But, they use dirt, not water, to clean % o rélfionships GFqual Y
themselves. A group of quail picks a sunny place with '

dust showers them all. Then, they leave the hole and
flap their wings until the dirt and dust come off.
Female quail lay many eggs each year, b
about a dozen at one time. The group of eggs is,ca
clutch. Families combine so that there is alwa
one mother quail to watch the baby chicks.
their nests under bushes or sometimes ro

soft dirt. The quail dig down 1-2 inches into soft dirt.
They then flap their wings until the surrounding dirt %

(3) Protecting the clutch
requires a lot of cooperation.
Explain how quail work

Re-think together.
many other animals like to eat quail eg arn Ogethet
each other with a variety of calls if th ger to the })
clutch.

Animals aren’t the only
eggs. Many people prefer quail
eggs. Some people even enjoy
fact, quail eggs are becomi
farmers now raise quaibf
Quail is served at some
some of the best chef
different ways.

(4) Predict the future of quails

2l B1 Sk raised for food.

quail eggs. In
ular. Quail
elWeggs and their meat.

nest restaurants and Predict
these birds in many EEHIC (5) What other birds are

- hunted?
Iso very popular. Hunters —F

Quail hu
look for quail an n they find them, they “flush” the
birds into flig quail fly up from the ground very
fast, and th -settle somewhere else just as fast.

be ready to shoot and react quickly.
ood shots in order to get these game
birds. Some ranChers invite groups of hunters to hunt
quail on their land. These ranchers encourage the
growth of the quail population on their land because the
ranchers charge the huntersgashiatthasssania i
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“The Raccoon” Comprehension Worksheet #32

A raccoon looks like a masked robber. Raccoons
are mostly gray. But, around their eyes they have a
black mask of fur. They are medium-sized and furry.
They have long, bushy tails. Raccoons have short legs
and soft paws. Their claws are very sharp.

Raccoons live in North America and in Europe.
They are mainly forest animals. They climb trees with
their sharp claws. Climbing helps them escape from Predi

. : redict

other animals. Other raccoons live close to people near |

towns. Raccoons like to eat the same food as people.
You might find one looking for food in a trash can or in

a landfill.

Instead of sleeping at night and hunting in the )
daylight like most animals, raccoons sleep during the What ogher animals are
day and find food at night. Some raccoons are active L/ RREVENEE,
during the day, but most are not. Raccoons are \

omnivores, so they eat both plants and animals. They eat
mostly insects, bugs, worms, birds, and lizards.
Sometimes, raccoons can be found sitting on rocks in a’

stream, fishing with their claws. They are also (3) What foods in the raccoon
scavengers. That means that they will eat the dead diet might bring about
bodies of animals. disease or sickness?

Female raccoons will usually have two to
babies at a time. Babies, called kits, are born blin
deaf. The father has no part in raising the kits.

only six to nine weeks, male kits will leave mes. Re-think
By that time, they are ready to find their o and (
live by themselves. Most raccoons live ears
in the wild. Most of them end up dyin isease or (4) Summarize the life of a
sickness. They usually don’t live lo e wild raccoon in the winter months.
because of their diet.
In the wild, raccoons ma to weigh up to
sixty pounds! This is because e up fat in their

In the winter
ccoons sleep a lot
they sleep a lot,

bodies to keep warm during
months, they stay mostly i
when it is cold outside!
raccoons do not hiber
bears. They remain
predators come to

(5) What might influence
raccoon hunting?

Summarize

some animals such as
can wake up quickly if ?

t threatened or endangered. At
ry, the raccoon population has

to hunting. Their thick fur is

hats. But, the population has slowly
made ac in recent history. Still today,
professional ers catch raccoons for their fur. In
most places, it is illegal to keep raccoons as pets,
although some people still keep them. They are
dangerous to have as pets, because they may act
aggressively in some situatj

prized for
Interpret

>
&
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“The Seagull” Comprehension Worksheet #33

The seagull is one type of gull. A gull is just one
kind of bird. There are over 1,000 kinds of birds in the
world. The seagull is a bird that we often see at the
beach. Seagulls are medium to large birds. They are
usually gray or white with some black color. They have
curved yellow bills. They squawk and screech loudly. DHW
Seagulls are also very smart. Re-think the
Seagulls are found throughout Canada and the e
United States. They usually live in coastal areas. Some /L)

t some say that
abitat is flexible?

live inland near lakes and rivers. Seagulls can drink )
both fresh and saltwater. They can fly long distances. ( TS SS the
Some gulls live on islands far from the coast. They ationships of seagulls

travel many miles from their island homes each day. hin their colonies.
They visit beaches and coastal areas to get food. Su
Mothers lay two to three eggs at a time. Seagulls
are very protective of their babies. They take care of
them for up to six months after they are born, providing

food and protection. Some of the babies will remain

close to their mothers even after they have grown up. 4,

Seagull families form expanded family units called \ (3) What other animals’ life
colonies. All birds in the colonies work together to spans are especially

protect their territories by attacking predators as influenced by their diets?
groups. Some seagulls have been known to attac
people, but this is rare.

Seagulls are carnivores, so they eat mg
mostly eat fish, shellfish, and small rodent @ er,
seagulls will eat anything that people le@ ﬁv (4) Why would many people
They will eat I‘Otﬁl’lg meat and garbage ills. consider Seagu]ls to be pests?
They will even eat left-over candy, cj utts, and
French fries at the beach.

y Connect

The better their diet, the eagulls live.
The average seagull lives 10 to, . However, (5) Given the ability of
some have been known to live nger. Their life seagulls to adapt to different
spans also depend upon thef§ umber of Interpret environments, predict the
predators in the seagullgy, tS. Some individual Boture o these Birde
gulls have been known ver 25 years. @

Because seagfl live in many places, they '
have become problg u.,*? s in some areas. They gather
in farming areas, gl [W@fills, or even on school grounds,
looking for foodsto Their droppings are smelly and
hard to clean. ({4 the birds that crash into airplanes

Predict

are seagull #lls have been known to crack
airplane s and cause much damage if they fly -
into the engl
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“The Tiger” Comprehension Worksheet #34

Tigers are the largest cats in the wild. Most
tigers have orange and brown coats. Their stripes are
black. Some very rare tigers are mostly white. Males are
longer than females. Tiger teeth are sharp and very long.

In the wild, tigers live mostly in forests. But, (1) Ho
they also live in the jungle. In the forest or jungle, tigers
can blend i_n with their stripels. Tige‘rs must liv.e next to Tt rroundings?
water. Unlike other cats, which avoid water, tigers seek (
it out. They are excellent swimmers and can swim up to /)
four miles. Wild tigers can only be found in Asia. Most
of them live in Vietnam and India. @

Different types of tigers hunt different animals, q Why would the tiger’s

the tiger’s
Re-think stripe e animal blend

but all tigers are carnivores. Mostly, tigers eat medium- lity to swim be important?
sized animals. Common prey includes boars, pythons,

leopards, crocodiles, and monkeys. Tigers hunt alone. ./ o
They stalk their prey before attacking and \
overpowering it. Mostly, tigers kill their prey by

strangling the prey with their jaws. But, sometimes they

will strike their prey with their paws. After taking theig'

prey, tigers often carry their prey to other places. Ti \
have been known to carry heavy livestock while

] : : (3) Summarize how tigers kill
running and jumping over fences or rocks! Q their prey.
Female tigers have baby cubs after mont
pregnancy. At eight weeks of age, baby cubs arg r
to leave the den with their mother. The mothe
cubs for about two and a half years. The fa
involved in this training. After training, f
find territory near their mothers, while
another male’s territory to challenge
Tigers breed very well in zo
tiger population in zoos may so

world’s population of wild tiger timated 12,000
tigers are being kept as private! Texas alone,

Summarize

he
S
S
(4) What other unusual

to this, the animals are kept as pets?

there are an estimated 4,00 ! Only nineteen Connect (5) Why would efforts to
states have banned priw hip of tigers. Fifteen reintroduce the tiger work in
states require a license ne, and sixteen have no some areas, but not in others?
rules at all!

Illegal hunti ed poaching, has led to the
decrease of the ti ation in the wild. An illegal
tiger fur trade ha uraged illegal hunting. Efforts to
restore natur to tigers have been successful in Predict
India, Chin ssia. Projects involving

rs into the wild have been largely
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“The Vulture” Comprehension Worksheet #35

The vulture is not the most beautiful bird. But,
other vultures like the way they look. They are largely
black or brown birds with white under their wings.
Their heads and necks have no feathers. Their powerful
beaks are curved. Vulture wings are huge.

These birds are found on every continent, W AL
except for Antarctica and Australia. Vultures are Cltifigit scay
scavengers. That means that they eat the dead bodies of
animals. Dead bodies are called corpses. Vultures in
Africa, Asia, and Europe look for corpses by sight.
Those in North and South America find their corpses Y
mostly by smell. .

When vultures find an animal that is hurt, they What rrugh-t b? [h? .
will circle high in the sky above the animal. They wait purpose of their circling high
until the animal dies to land and begin eating. Re o in the sky?

Sometimes vultures will kill the weakened animal.

Vultures feed individually or in groups. They will eat

until full and then rest to digest the food before leaving.

If the hide of an animal is too thick for vultures to teargp,

the vultures will wait for other animals to begin the \

meal, and then they will clean up what remains. \
Vultures are very important to the web of@

They are part of nature’s recycling. Vultures eat

the smallest pieces and bones. The smallest pi

then eaten by decomposers, such as bugs. T

remaining chemicals can then be used agai

and animals. Without decomposers and s

world would be covered with dead pla

(3) Summarize the important
role of the vulture.

Summarize

=
imals.

Even though vultures have a ant part to (4) Why are vultures feared
play in the web of life, many people ese birds. in some cultures, but
Vultures are, of course, closely r 0 death. In the welcomed in others?
Western world, the image of t is very
negative. Vultures frequently etaphors for
cowardly behavior in litera i try, or in speech.

In the Eastern world, tiggj the vulture is more I (5) What might scientists
nterpret

positive. Vultures are s work on to protect vultures?
the cycle of life. In f:
Ceremonies encour;

corpses.

cessary contributors to
¢ Buddhist death 2
ures to eat dead human -

pulation in agricultural India,
has seriously declined in the past

e is due to the fact that medicine
animals has poisoned vultures as they ;
eat the medi animal corpses. As a result, other Eredict
scavengers such as dogs and rats have taken over for the ‘
vultures. These animals are more likely than vultures to

carry disease, such as rabies, and create health problems

for people.
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“The Wolf” Comprehension Worksheet #36

Wolves are a lot like dogs. But, they are bigger
and stronger than most dogs. Wolves have strong legs
and bodies. They run very fast. They also run for a long
time without being tired. Wolves have strong paws.
They can run on ice and rocks. Wolves have very furry
coats. Their coats can have shades of gray, white,
brown, red, or black.

Wolves live in almost all parts of the world.
They like colder areas, but they can live in warm areas,
too. Some wolves live in forests. Others live in the
mountains. Wolves live almost anywhere except the
rainforest and desert.

Wolves like to eat sheep, goats, and deer. Since
they are fast and strong, wolves are able to hunt prey
much larger than they are. Sometimes, wolves will eat
small prey, too. Wolf packs use strategic hunting to
surround their prey and strike at the perfect time.

Wolves do not chase their prey. If they cannot catch it at

first, they will usually let it go. Wolves also practice

once and save them for meals later. But, wolves do n
need to eat even for long periods of time. They h
been known to go up to seventeen days without a

A group of wolves is called a pack. A o
and father pair leads each wolf pack. This pai
any problems within the group and they co
food. Most of these pairs stay together fo
lives. They have babies, called pups, ang
within the pack. Wolves are ranked wj
fighting each other. In large packs, t
different wolves may change oft
up to twenty wolves, but they
of just eight.

Wolves often howl
other. Howling allows ¥
with each other, becaus
through very thick for
no apparent reason. g
to bond with eac
Scientists comp
singing.

Fo
farmers’ 1

can contain
monly consist

icate with each
olves to communicate
n hear each other even
etimes, wolves howl for

a form of friendship.
is type of howling to human

olves were hunted to protect

. Laws were passed to protect wolves
and these a s were re-introduced in some areas.
There are now over 9,000 wolves in the United States
alone. Recently, wolves were officially taken off the
U.S. Endangered Species List.

The Science of Reading Interven(¥®

1sts think that they may howl

(1) Why would the great
running ability of the wolf be

(8Summarize the hunting
Summarizqhﬂiques of the wolf.

)

“surplus killing,” in which they kill many animals a \
0

(3) What other animals
establish leadership through
fighting?

Connect

e

(4) Why would the ability of
the wolf to howl be helpful
with their style of hunting?

Interpret

~
S

(5) How will the growing
wolf population affect
people?

Predict
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“The X-ray Fish” Comprehension Worksheet #37

The x-ray fish is a fish you can see through.
These fish have very little skin. It just covers
their bellies. The rest of the body is covered in a thin
silver sac. You can see the bones of these
fish! That is why they are called x-ray fish. There are a (1) W@ x-ray fish be
few spots of color on these fish, but not many.

These fish come from South America. The
tropical river areas have a lot of these little fish. They -
are freshwater fish, not salt-water fish. Although, the x- e
ray fish can live in almost any type of water. Now many
of them live in homes called aquariums. Aquariums are &
homes that people make for fish and other water
animals. Aquariums can be as small as a tiny fishbowl Summarize the territorial

or as large as a football field. Py nature of x-ray fish.
X-ray fish don’t like to swim at the top or \

bottom of rivers and aquariums. They like swimming in 76
the middle depths. These fish establish their own
territories in aquariums. They mark out certain spots

between plants and they tend to stay much of their timO\

in these spots. Male and female partners usually swi{\
in groups, but they rest close to one another. Males

thinner than females. The females lay eggs and c

lots of baby x-ray fish.
X-ray fish are very popular aquarium

can be found in most all tropical fish stores.

(3) What fish would live well
with the x-ray fish?

well with flake fish food, but they are omn# his Re-think (4) Who should not keep fish
means that they eat not only plants, but ish }) as pets?
Any fish they eat must be small though e both
male and female x-ray fish are only i
long.
Fish can be wonderful p ever, they do
require a lot of care. For fresh sh, their water (5) How do your pets or those
must be kept fresh. This mean owners have to Interpret of your friends need special

change water often. Usual
larger fish tanks if the
filter keeps the water
continuously. The ¢
the water have to

uy filters for care?
re than a few fish. The ﬁ

circulating it -
balance and temperature of
priate. Otherwise, the fish can
get sick and die. sh are some of the easiest fish
to care for bec survive well in non-moving
water, in hard (with few minerals), and in soft

Connect

rs do have to be careful about their
mix of fish. types of fish get along better than
others. The fish habitat needs to be planned well to
provide the right features for the types of fish that the
owners collect.
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“The Yak” Comprehension Worksheet #38

The yak is a large animal that lives in the
mountains of Asia. Yaks are strong, heavy cattle. They o ——_—_m_ .
are white, brown, or black. Their hearts and lungs are (1) How are yaks well-suited
very large. This helps them live in the mountains, where g for cold weather?
the air is thin. They have long, shaggy hair. The shaggy
hair keeps them from the cold.

Yaks live in the Himalaya Mountains of
Central Asia. Mount Everest, the highest mountain in
the world, is located there. They also live in Mongolia,
which is north of China. Yaks do not live in lowland
areas. They like high grasslands that have no trees.

o

Yaks like to stay in a group, called a herd. A Interoret How would huddling
yak herd has from ten to thirty animals. Yaks will erp ether help yaks stay
arm?

lifespan of a yak is about twenty years.

Farmers have many uses for yaks. Yaks
produce milk and farmers make cheese and butter fronb 0

that milk. Yaks also have very tasty meat. Yaks are \\
(O:

huddle together on cold winter nights or during @
snowstorms to keep warm. Yak females are pregnant for
nine months, just like human mothers. The average :

often used as pack animals. They carry burdens acr (3) What other cattle have
high mountain passes for farmers. Yaks pull plo Cloritast similar uses as those of yaks?

dig up the farm soil for planting. Yak hairs are sp
yarn for knitting. The hair is used to make ropean ﬁ

rugs. Yak hide is used to make shoes.
In parts of the Himalayan nation ol

racing is a part of special celebrations. TiRetdMg€hjoy (4) What greater role could
seeing these large cattle race against eag : yaks have in the near future?

Some Tibetans have recently begun daWaks to pull

cross-country skiers. For years, ;
and climbers. -
as become

employed to carry hiking gear fi
greater role in

As hiking and climbing in the
increasingly popular, yaks
the near future.

The once large
Asia is now threatene
not been controlled

(5) What would have to
happen to maintain a healthy

population of Central population of yaks?

nction. Yak hunting has
vernments. The profit motive
unters have killed too many of .
these animals to tain a healthy population. The Rethunk

future of wild@n Central Asia remains uncertain. /(\)
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“The Zebra” Comprehension Worksheet #39

Zebras are black or dark animals with white
stripes and bellies. Zebras look and act like horses. On
the tops of their heads, they have short manes of hair.
Their eyes are on the sides of their heads. They can see
and hear very well. Zebras are about the size of small
horses and donkeys.

In Africa, zebras live in grassy areas. They (1) s water affect the
mostly live away from trees. But, some types of zebras livbbr%?
like trees. Others live in grassy hills or mountains near .

. . Re-think

the ocean or sea. Every rainy season, zebras leave their
homes and move. They depend on water in the dry }) Y
season and they never live too far away from water
holes. Zebras can be found in zoos across the world. Q

Zebras are omnivores and grazing animals, like ® (2) Why do zebras have to

cows and horses. They search out grassy areas and Y
slowly eat away the grass. Sometimes, they eat small spgnd 4 much.of g glay
bushes, leaves, twigs, or bark as well. They spend most Q cating and finding f6od?
of their day eating and finding food. Without rain,

zebras cannot survive. They depend on the rain to makgp,
the grasses grow and to provide them with water for \

drinking and bathing. .
As highly social animals, zebras live in 1 (3) Summarize their pack and
groups. Males without female partners live alone family relationships.

with groups of other bachelors until they are stggo

ret

make permanent bonds with each other. Fe

birth to one baby, called a foal, about ong oals pUuAriZe
are brown and white instead of black an at birth
Babies can stand and walk by themse 8bn after (4) What other animals can’t
they are born. Their mothers nur about one be domesticated?
year.
Many people have atte, domesticate
zebras for riding or doing wor attempts have
been largely unsuccessful e s. Unlike horses (5) How would an extinction
'fmd donkeys, z.ebra.s te ic when they are put Cltifigit of lions affect zebras?
into stressful situations

attempts at taming z
have been trained t

er, some successful
ve occurred. A few zebras
agons and even perform in

circuses.
Huma t with zebras has always
decreased the abitat, but mostly since the
Nineteenth . Zebras were, and still are, hunted Predict

for their ck and white coats. Different species
of zebras are e threatened than others. The chief
natural predators of zebras are lions. As the lion
population rises or declines, the zebra population rises
or declines.
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“The Sheep” Comprehension Worksheet #40

Sheep are animals with thick, curly fur. They
are about as big as most large dogs. Sheep look a lot
like goats. Different types of sheep come in different
colors. Most sheep are white or brown. Some sheep (1) Sum
have long fur. Others have short fur. Still others have no
fur at all! Sheep are raised on farms or ranches. They

are raised for their fur, called wool. They are also raised ?
for their meat. Sheep can be found all over the world.

why farmers
Summarize or ran ise sheep.

China, Australia, India, and Iran have the largest

amounts of sheep. Different types of sheep live better in

different areas. They can live in open grassy areas, Y

ceseils, andimrlieys: q What other animals, other
an cows, are grazing

i 9
Often, when sheep eat their food, they will spit it out animals

and re-chew it like cows. Sheep spend most of their day

grazing (finding food). They prefer shorter grasses to

longer ones. The best land for sheep grazing is land with

many different types of grasses. Sheep also need to hawyp,

lots of clean water to drink. \
Sheep live in groups called flocks. Most shegg

find mates about once a year. Males fight each otf

become the most powerful male of the group. If pggl¢

called rams, are left alone together, they might

even kill each other! Baby sheep are called /

Usually, sheep live for about ten to twenty
Since female sheep are slow moyjmg MMghave - (4) How could the guard

no horns, they have no way of protecti elves. animals mentioned help

Their chief predator is the coyote. B ; defend sheep against a

they will become the victim of a dog coyote?

bear. To protect their sheep, farm %

dogs, guard llamas, or even gu eys. Guard

animals are raised in the same s the sheep to Interpret

allow them to form a perso ith the sheep. The

Sheep are herbivores. This means that they only
eat plants. They usually eat grass, leaves, and stems. @ o

(3) Predict what sheepherders
need to do with their rams.

guard animals are also g eepherders. Than can @ (5). Why WU SHEpS
ability to remember faces be
gather a flock of sheep ckly. - . tant skill?
Although sh the reputation for being an important skt

unintelligent anima
their own ways.

p are very smart and clever in
e excellent at remembering
faces. They ca ber up to fifty faces of other
sheep or even s. According to researchers, sheep
even form {gimgt™ps with certain other s.heep. Some Re-think
sheep haw % been known to self-medicate
themselves. ey are sick, they choose to eat certain P
plants that have healing abilities. These human-like
qualities prove that sheep are not as dumb as people
sometimes make them out to be.

View/Purchase Reading Fluency Toolkit

The Science of Reading Interven(¥® e - - — _ .



https://penningtonpublishing.com/products/reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit?utm_source=preview_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit

“The Whale” Comprehension Worksheet #41

The whale is the largest animal on earth. Many
whales are bigger than elephants, but some are smaller. Connect (1) Compare theJengthiof the

There are many types of whales. One of the largest
whales is the humpback whale. Humpback whales are ALt WiRe 10 Sormeding:4
usually about 50 feet long. They weigh as much as 44

: school
big trucks. The largest one ever measured was 88 feet
long. Humpback whales have large humps on their

backs. Their fins are very long. Their tail is wavy- @

shaped and very large.

Humpback whales live in all the major oceans.
They move a lot. Every summer, most humpbacks swim 'Y
to cooler ocean waters. Some swim as many as 16,000 e-think quhat other animals have
miles. Then, they swim back to tropical waters in the ove every season?
winter. There they have babies and feed.

Humpback whales are mammals, so they have /\>°

live births. The baby whales are called calves. Mother
whales are very protective of their calves and will
sometimes attack boats that get too close to their bables
Once calves leave their mothers, they like stay by
themselves. Humpback whales will group for feedm
play, but they spend most of their time alone.
They eat in a variety of ways. Since hump
are baleen whales, they open their mouths wide a
swim into groups of fish and plankton. The w
a strainer in their throats that separates the g
their meal. Hurnpback whales will quickly @
area to surprise fish. They will also slap ‘
surface to “shock” fish into staying stil gtimes,
groups of humpback whales will gathgiiggd®ther and stir
the water up so that it produces a_wa ﬁ bbles, which
traps the fish. They only eat in th@¥gaer and live off

fat reserves during the winter , Interpret
The whaling industry r he world @

population of humpback w gerously low - (5) How will the growing

(3) Summarize humpback
family relationships.

Summarize

5 §
=

(4) How would bubbles trap
the fish?

levels in the last centurgy the 1960s, most humpback population affect
countries have agreed t nting humpback whales. firtnre tolrismn?

Also, poisons have kj ny whales. Sometimes the

whales get trapped K& nets or rammed by ships.

k whales have increased in
hey will remain on protected

Fortunately, the
numbers recen
species lists.

; Predict
ching tours have become very edt

1990s. Humpback whales are most
frequently t in attractions. They are very curious
animals and will come very close to boats. They also
enjoy leaping into the air and splashing, which is known
as breeching. They can also blow water 10 to 15 feet in
the air. They also sing very
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“The Python” Comprehension Worksheet #42

Pythons are snakes that are not poisonous.
Adult pythons are all different sizes. They can be from
one foot long to thirty feet long! Different types of
pvthons have different colors. Some are bright and -
green. Others are dark and brown. Pythons blend in
with their surroundings.

In the wild, pythons are found all over the East.
They can be found in Africa, India, Vietnam, and
Australia. They mostly live in wet areas, like rain
forests or swamps. But, some live in grasslands or

Predict (1) Why would it be
important for pythons to
blend in eir

woodlands. Brown pythons live mostly in areas covered Y

by brown trees or dirt. Green pythons tend to stay in

areas with green leaves or trees. q What advantage would
Unlike many snakes, pythons kill their prey o slow digestion have for the

without poison. Instead, pythons hunt down their prey Re-t: python?

and wrap themselves around it until it cannot breathe.

Different types of pythons eat different animals. Large

pythons may even eat deer or gazelles! Smaller pythons

mostly eat smaller animals like rodents or reptiles. 4,

Pythons swallow their prey whole. It may even take

several days or weeks to digest the food. Although ¢ \ (3) Why do female pythons

are big and strong, pythons do not usually threat% have to move their muscles to

humans. provide heat for the eggs?
Female pythons lay eggs, unlike some @ T

which have live babies. After they lay their eg
females will sit on them until they hatch. W
on the eggs, pythons move their muscles
for the eggs. They only leave their egg
sun to get warmer for the eggs. Femag not eat
until their eggs are hatched. Females ﬁ‘ ave babies
once every two to four years, bec#lige the process is so
difficult.
Pythons are some of t t predators in
their habitats. However, s ud® pythons are in
danger from attacks frogn
other mammals, frogs, a
down baby pythons.
large birds of prey, i
carnivores like lighls W leopards.

(4) Summarize the position of
the python in the food chain.

(5) What other animals are
Summarize endangered due to the
demands of fashion?

#Torestation of the rain forests, other
on, and the snake skin trade. Snake

S sed for clothing, shoes, purses, and
decoration. However, designers have not included
snake skins in their fashion lines for many years.

Connect
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“The Cheetah” Comprehension Worksheet #43

The cheetah is the fastest animal on land. Re-think o Would th? cheetgh’i
Cheetahs can run as fast as most cars over short ( speed assist them in hunting?
distances. Unlike many cats, cheetahs have a narrow /)
waist, making them smaller and less heavy than a lion
or tiger. Their fur is rough and short. Their color is light
brown and white with spots of black. Their tails have a
ball of fur at the end. Unlike most big cats, cheetahs
cannot roar.

In Africa, cheetahs mainly live in the hot grassy o
areas. These areas are called the savannah. It can get

very warm on the African savannah. Less frequently, Suisa (@ Summarize where
cheetahs live in the mountains or in forests. They are etahs live.

mostly found in Africa, but some cheetahs also live in ?

Asia. & \Q

Cheetahs are carnivores. They eat mostly
medium-sized animals like gazelles. Sometimes, they (3) Why wouldn’t cheetahs
will hunt for zebras or wildebeests, too. While other big just chase their prey, rather
cats (like lions) hunt only at night, cheetahs hunt during than slowly following it?

the daytime. Also, while many animals use their sense®,
of smell to hunt, cheetahs hunt with their excellent e

sight. Once they have found their prey, they slowl
follow until there is an open field. Cheetahs then@
burst of speed to catch their prey.

Male cheetahs live in groups, while fe
alone. Males are territorial. Females do not
territories; instead, they share land with ot
Females have about three to five babies
mothers raise these baby cubs for 18 m . During
this time, the cubs learn how to hunto i Interpret
predators. After this time, the m e their
babies. The cubs stay together f 1 six months. @

After that, the females separat elves from the - (5) What changes in a habitat
group of their siblings. The i would help increase the

cheetah population?

ct

(4) How are male cheetahs
different from female
b cheetahs?

their habitat, cheetahs id contact with lions,
leopards, hyenas, and y s. Since cheetahs are
designed for extrem f speed and not for power,
baby cubs are ofte d by these large predators.

Mother cheetahs end their young and are .
. y Predict
sometimes su Males will form groups to chase
off predators. -
Ch, s have an unusually high death rate

due to the tors. About 13,000 cheetahs still live
in the wild tod®: Cheetah conservation efforts have
been somewhat successful in South Africa and Iran.
However, cheetahs are generally vulnerable to
extinction.
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers

Expository Articles
“The Ape” Comprehension Worksheet #1

(1) Deforestation of the rain forest.
(2) They swing from trees; they eat the plants and leaves of the trees.
(3) They live as single adults; females raise the babies; males fight for the females.

(4) Student answers will vary.

(5) Protecting the rain forest; banning ownership of orangutans as pets; reducing palm farm!
“The Eagle” Comprehension Worksheet #2 o
(1) To protect their nests from predators; to adjust to changing weather conditionq

(2) Their wings and feet are not designed for swimming.

(3) Prey is located in water or near water areas.

(4) Despite opposition from Ben Franklin, the Continental Congress sele adle in 1782.
(5) Student answers will vary. Perhaps because it is the national bird of the S tates.

“The Ibex” Comprehension Worksheet #3 Q

(1) Darker fur in the non-snowy seasons would provide more ¢
(2) Hard feet would be more comfortable, produce less injuri 1de better support.
(3) Fruit is less likely to grow in the mountains. \

(4) Males stay separate to fight for the females.
(5) The male heads were prized by hunters; ibexes were for their medicinal value.

“The Okapi” Comprehension Worksheet #4

(1) No. Their body shapes and short horns make t ely predators.
(2) Okapi prefer mountain and forest areas and d to graze.
(3) Okapi live only in one country in mountai st areas.

(4) Student answers will vary.
(5) Loggers, miners, farmers are moving in territory; also, poachers want their skins.
t ~

“The Mule” Comprehension Works!

(1) The mix produces the useful abidi
(2) These areas are generall;go

th the horse and the donkey.

ules are needed for farming and transportation there.
(3) They need to plan whethi nt a more horse-like or donkey-like foal.

(4) They are smart and prou s with good memories.

(5) There is no threat of exgct¥gp: the mule population is in balance.

S
<
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers
“The Rooster” Comprehension Worksheet #6

(1) Coops provide temperature control, a place for laying eggs, and protection.
(2) Grazing requires a lot of room to provide enough bugs, seeds, and plants to eat.

(3) Student answers will vary.

(4) They think it is animal cruelty because roosters are hurt or killed.

(5) Chicken populations will grow as human populations grow.

“The Woodpecker” Comprehension Worksheet #7 o

(1) Since Australia is an island, far from the other continents, woodpeckers can’t fly the

(2) Their toes help them grip; their pointed beaks help them tap; their tongues help them 3
(3) Male and female woodpeckers work together to raise and protect their babies.

(4) They tap trees constantly.

(5) They are loud and they can destroy trees.
@,
“The Cow” Comprehension Worksheet #8 \
(1) Student answers will vary. Q
(2) Few wild cows exist because cows are so valuable; also, their di € are poor.

(3) Younger cows are too valuable to kill.

(4) Hooves and tails require care; cows need protection from N eir diet needs to be controlled.
(5) Most cows are domesticated animals. Their population incre match human demand.

L

or they will destroy habitat.
iltration systems.

“The Koi” Comprehension Worksheet #9

(1) They are colorful and can be kept in koi ponds.
(2) Student answers will vary. Perhaps they will eat
(3) Owners might need separate ponds or tanks, ea
(4) The right food and water with good texture
(5) Student answers will vary.

“The Hawk” Comprehension Worksheel@

(1) Because of their talons, they must &
(2) They can see their prey and avoid @
(3) Because they are birds, they cags
(4) Student answers will vary. F,

ores. So they must eat meat.

d be a good answer.
ly in protected areas such as national parks.
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers
“The Ermine” Comprehension Worksheet #11

(1) To help camouflage them in snow.

(2) Student answers will vary.

(3) Females raise the babies; males do not.

(4) White seems clean and pure; it is not dark.

(5) The coats are beautiful; they are associated with royalty and good luck.

“The Armadillo” Comprehension Worksheet #12 o

(1) They live and dig holes on people’s property; they tear apart wood.
(2) The claws are used to dig and tear apart wood to get at ants.

(3) Mostly, armadillos stay to themselves. N
(4) Student answers will vary. Perhaps so armadillos can cover more territory to s food.

(5) Increasing human population reduces or changes the habitats of animals. o

L/
“The Orca” Comprehension Worksheet #13 \

(1) Orcas prefer cold water, so they move from season to season.
(2) Student answers will vary. Perhaps wolves, because they are me Y
(3) Orcas travel in extended families called pods. &,

(4) Fishermen are people who provide fish and pay taxes.
(5) Student answers will vary. Perhaps global warming will d& ca habitats.

Y

(1) Because they eat only insects, armadillos much sethantly for these small creatures.
(2) Rocks help break apart the bugs they eat.

(3) Anteaters eat pests and bugs; they also don’t d habitat.

(4) The mothers care for their babies for two ye

(5) Student answers will vary. b

“The Elephant” Comprehension Works!

“The Anteater” Comprehension Worksheet #14

(1) They live on Asian and African gra nd in zoos.

(2) They require some much food an at they may have to travel to get these.
(3) Males stay in the herd until aggsate teen.

(4) They show compassion and g y also have excellent memories.
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers
“The Iguana” Comprehension Worksheet #16

(1) Iguanas are large greenish lizards with long fingers and sharp teeth.
(2) Student answers will vary. Perhaps monkeys, snakes, and cats.

(3) Other animals eat their eggs and the female does not protect them.
(4) They are exotic pets and require special treatment.

(5) People want them as pets.
“The Otter” Comprehension Worksheet #17 o

(1) There are thirteen types of fresh water and saltwater otters. o
(2) Nursing mothers need more nutrition to make milk.

(3) Mothers protect are care for their babies for six months. N
(4) Student answers will vary. Perhaps whales or wolves.
(5) Student answers will vary. Perhaps otters will recover in protected areas. o

L/
“The Umbrella Bird” Comprehension Worksheet #18 \

(1) Their wattles and head feathers are so long. Q
(2) The mountains are colder. There are fewer predators.
(3) With their beaks, they slam their prey up against trees befor; 5

(4) Student answers will vary.
(5) Umbrella birds are in danger of extinction due to rapid defo :

“The Bear” Comprehension Worksheet #19 Q

(1) Brown bears can hunt livestock or threaten humans?
(2) As omnivores, they eat plants, berries, and smal
(3) Mothers care for their cubs for two to four year$
(4) Student answers will vary. Perhaps wolves, lj
(5) Grizzlies would not mix well in heavily po

“The Camel” Comprehension Workshee@

(1) Camels are used for transportation
(2) Camels are known for their hum
(3) Camels are pregnant for thirte
(4) They require little care and cgll's

(5) Little hope for the remai\

iers, and warfare.

ility to go without water. People put these two together.
hile women are pregnant for nine months.

arsh conditions.

amels remains because previous efforts have failed.
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers
“The Dog” Comprehension Worksheet #21

(1) Dogs are used for rescue, as guides to the blind, for guard or police work, for herding, for hunting, and for
entertainment.

(2) Certain foods are dangerous for dogs.
(3) Dogs are smart, lovable, and obey commands.
(4) Student answers will vary. Cats would be a good answer.
(5) Student answers will vary. As humans spread into their habitats, wild dogs decline. °
“The Fox” Comprehension Worksheet #22 o

(1) Yes, because they are fast and they try to hide from humans.

(2) Foxes have their own territories and hunt on their own. N
(3) They are very fast.

(4) Student answers will vary.

(5) Although hunted, red fox populations are not threatened. &

“The Goose” Comprehension Worksheet #23 \

(1) There is less wind resistance for most of the birds.
(2) They are messy and they eat crops. .&
(3) Student answers will vary. Global warming and growing ations change habitats.
(4) They are messy, aggressive, and eat crops. \

(5) Student answers will vary. Q

“The Horse” Comprehension Worksheet #24 o

(1) Donkeys, mules, zebras, and fish for a few.

(2) They provide transportation, they work on the people race them.

(3) Predators in the wild horse habitats affect th ility of water is a factor.

(4) The future looks good due to controlled pr r Populations and government support.

(5) More water holes and improved grassla

“The Jackrabbit” Comprehension #25

(1) Jackrabbits are larger, have flopp
(2) Their speed and leaping abilit,
(3) Night is the most dangerous p&ca

(4) Student answers will varﬁ
(5) Student answers will var,

ake their homes above ground in nests, and are born with complete fur.
em sometimes escape their predators.

hey are out looking for food.

ats, and coyotes would be good answers.

S
<
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers
“The Kangaroo” Comprehension Worksheet #26

(1) Frogs, rabbits, cats, jackrabbits would be good answers.
(2) More food and less predators would be good predictions.

(3) Kangaroos mothers and babies have close relationships. Kangaroos stay in groups of one male females,
and their babies.

(4) Kangaroos are very popular animals and are known for their boxing abilities.

(5) More irrigated farmlands and the extinction of the Tasmanian wolf. °

“The Lion” Comprehension Worksheet #27 o

(1) Student answers will vary. Horses and zebras would be good answers.

(2) The male feels that it is his job to protect the pride, not hunt. N
(3) Adult male lions may kill the cubs.

(4) Adult male lions protect the pride and keep other lions from joining their

(5) Disease and limitation of their habitat by increasing human populatiow

“The Mouse” Comprehension Worksheet #28 Q\
(1) They look very similar with their faces and long tails.

(2) They live in mountain, field, and forest areas. They also liveg nd laboratories.
(3) In the labs, they have better diets and no predators.

(4) Student answers will vary. Hamsters and ferrets would beN parisons.
(5) They are cute and clever and they live where humans b

“The Newt” Comprehension Worksheet #29

the water.
ngs after birth.
ngues that snatch their food.

(1) Newts live mostly on the land; salamanders live
(2) Both hatch from eggs into tadpoles and grow |
(3) They hunt by surprising passing prey with q
(4) Their skin is poisonous.
(5) Areas away from farms.

“The Pig” Comprehension Workshe

(1) Pigs have many uses: meat, leath Q
(2) Student answers will vary. Shega.d

(3) They are butchered and eatey

(4) They can be walked; the {¥ka
(5) Pigs are popular subjectse

ainment, medical research, and pets.

Os are common answers.

O raise other pigs.

s; and they are very smart.

ature, movies, television, and are even part of the Chinese calendar.
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers
“The Quail” Comprehension Worksheet #31

(1) Japanese quail fly much more and migrate annually.
(2) Quail look for food together and the covey works together to protect their eggs.

(3) They alternate watching their eggs; they also use a variety of calls to warn of danger.
(4) Quail eggs are becoming more popular, so probably more quails will be raised.
(5) Student answers will vary.

“The Raccoon” Comprehension Worksheet #32 o

(1) Raccoons go through people’s trash. o

(2) Student answers will vary. Vultures would be a good answer.

(3) Dead bodies of animals. N
(4) They eat less, are less active, and they sleep a lot during the winter.
(5) Fashion will decide whether raccoon fur is desired.
L/
“The Seagull” Comprehension Worksheet #33 \
(1) Because seagulls drink both salt and fresh water, they can live inlaj the coast.
(2) Seagulls live and work together to protect eggs and attack predal have close family units for their whole

lives. &,

(3) Student answers will vary. \

(4) Seagull droppings are a problem; the birds also are a probN rplanes.
(5) Because they drink both salt and fresh water, the futuvo for the seagull population.
“The Tiger” Comprehension Worksheet #34

(1) The tiger habitat (forest or jungle) has both light
(2) Forests and jungle have many rivers; swimmin
(3) Tigers strangle their prey or knock the prey

(4) Student answers will vary. Perhaps iguanas
(5) Successful reintroduction depends on hg

“The Vulture” Comprehension Wor%

(1) Student answers will vary. Racco d be a good answer.

(2) Circling allows vultures to wai imal dies; allows them to see nearby predators.
(3) Vultures clean up many of t odies in the wild.

(4) As a scavenger, vultures ant parts of nature’s cycle of life; they prevent disease.
(5) Some cultures fear deat|

features, matching the stripes.
gers a large hunting territory.

ir heavy paws.

¥, and monkeys.

e government controls poaching.

an others, so vultures are feared more in some cultures.

S
<

View/Purchase Reading Fluency Toolkit

The Science of Reading Interven(¥® e cremreTrrre eamer g _ .



https://penningtonpublishing.com/products/reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit?utm_source=preview_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reading-fluency-and-comprehension-toolkit

The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers
“The Wolf” Comprehension Worksheet #36

(1) Ability to run fast and for a long time helps them catch prey.

(2) Wolves do not chase their prey; they also practice “surplus killing.”

(3) Student answers will vary.

(4) Howling helps the pack stay together during hunts.

(5) It will change habitats. Introducing predators will kill other animals, including livestock.

“The X-ray Fish” Comprehension Worksheet #37 °
(1) They tolerate different qualities of water; they eat flake fish food; they are interesting

(2) They like the middle of any water depth between plants as their territories. &

(3) Fish larger than one inch that don’t eat other fish (herbivores).

(4) Those that can’t afford the necessary equipment and those that can’t proper sh.

(5) Student answers will vary. All pets require special care (some more thgl é

“The Yak” Comprehension Worksheet #38

(1) Their heart and lungs are large; they have long hair: they stay in iﬁa‘q

(2) Body heat and protection from wind.

(3) Student answers will vary. Perhaps cows and oxen. @,
(4) Hiking, climbing, carrying cargo, and skiing businesses xe the use of yaks.
(5) Governments would have to stop the killing of wild yaks ase the profit motive.

(3) Zebras are very social animals: partners stay t abies are nursed for one year.
(4) Student answers will vary.
(5) Zebra populations may increase as the lion

“The Zebra” Comprehension Worksheet #39
(1) Zebras need a lot of water; they move from seaso n to adjust to water supplies.
(2) Zebras are grazing animals so they have to mov hey are also slow eaters.

tion decreases or becomes extinct.
“The Sheep” Comprehension Works

(1) They raise sheep because sheep h
(2) Student answers will vary.

(3) They need to separate the ra nt areas.

(4) They could alert the sheeg; erhaps chase off lone coyotes.

(5) They can recognize their r\ ir babies, their guard animals, and their sheepherders.

Q

uses (wool and meat) and are profitable.
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The SCRIP Comprehension Worksheet Answers
“The Whale” Comprehension Worksheet #41

(1) Student answers will vary. Perhaps two classrooms.

(2) Student answers will vary. Perhaps orcas, swallows, or Canadian geese.

(3) Although humpback mothers are close to their babies, the whales usually swim alone, except s
hunt together.

(4) The bubbles may frighten or distract the fish. They may not like to swim through bubbles.

(5) More humpbacks will probably increase tourism because it will be easier to find these wo

es they do

“The Python” Comprehension Worksheet #42 o
(1) For protection against predators and to surprise unsuspecting prey. P
(2) The pythons would not have to eat so often.

(3) Friction provides warmth; snakes are cold-blooded, so they don’t produce bo

(4) They are in the middle of the food chain: they hunt and are hunted. Q

(5) Student answers will vary. Perhaps tigers and elephants. &

N

n mountains and forests.
osition possible to begin their chase.

“The Cheetah” Comprehension Worksheet #43

)

(1) Cheetahs can chase down prey over short distances.

(2) They live in Africa and Asia, mostly on the African savann@ b
(3) They can only run for short distances, so they need to be i
(4) Male cheetahs live and hunt in groups and have established

(5) Reducing the number of predators in their habitats. Q

es: females do not.
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SCRIP
Comprehension
Cues

Summarize

M Put the big idea
into a smaller one.

¥ Put the main idea
and key details into
your own words.

Connect

M Think about how
the reading relates
to other reading.

M Visualize what’s
going on in the
reading.

Re-think

M Re-read for better
understanding or
look at what is said
in a different way.

M Ask questions or
make comments
about the reading.

Interpret

M Think about what
the author really
means.

M Draw a conclusion
or figure out what
is implied
(suggested).

Predict

¥ Based upon what
has happened or
what has been said,
guess what will
happen or what the
text will say next.
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